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POLAR PIG 188 
 
Welcome to another issue of Variable Pig. It’s another fast issue, our 11th issue in 18 months, but this will 
probably be the last of the quick turnarounds as summer holidays and a possible return to business travel 
loom.  
 
The front cover (taken by Jacqueline) celebrates the sudden boom in our local insect population as the 
Brood X Cicada’s are emerging after their seventeen-year hibernation. The noise is quite spectacular with a 
distant, sci-fi like whistling audible in many areas, that becomes a louder, more distinct rattling as one nears 
the trees where they are swarming. They are quite attractive insects and haven’t yet reached the stage 
where they are flying into you. 
 
Life is slowly returning to normal here. We still wear masks to many places and mask wearing in general is 
still widespread, but we are now doing more. Jacqueline has been able to restart meeting with her friends 
and there is a choir event planned next month. We have also gone out to restaurants and eaten both inside 
and out, although we still prefer outside when possible. We have also enjoyed having Thomas and Kelsey 
and Hannah and Tyler around; we even had an evening playing cards with Thomas and Kelsey. Richard 
will be pleased to know that I taught them how to play Toad. 
 
Talking of cards, we have also resumed poker nights now all the attendees have been doubly vaccinated. A 
few of us played a couple of evenings last summer but stopped when the second wave struck. I hadn’t 
seen many of them since February 2020 as most of the regular players are retirees and rightly concerned 
about infection, It was great to see everyone again and we had a great time getting back into the gaming 
night routine. 
 
Jacqueline and I have also enjoyed a few days out. We had a lovely day visiting Longwood Gardens, a 
large stately home type garden built in the late 1800s by a scion of the DuPont family. We had a lovely time 
enjoying the colourful flowers and the different styles of garden, including a large wildflower meadow and 
European style fountains. A few weeks later, we visited the Morris Arboretum to the north of Philadelphia 
which was smaller but also very attractive with a stunning rose garden. We have a few more day trips 
planned in the coming weeks. 
 
Concerts have also started again, and we have signed up for a few. We will go to see Blackfoot at Penn’s 
Peak next month and Suzanne Vega in Bethlehem in September. I first saw Blackfoot at the Hammersmith 
Odeon in 1982 with an old schoolfriends (I took the train down from Warwick) and they were awesome. 
They also recorded that concert for their live album. While the band has changed and got older, they still 
have a good live reputation and Ricky Medlock still has his great voice. We’ve not seen Suzanne Vega 
before, but it’s hard to pass up the opportunity when she’s playing locally. All being well, I’m also taking 
Hannah to see My Chemical Romance again. 
 
Our winter bowling league finished last month. Amazingly we managed to play through the entire season, 
although we only played every other week to ensure the alley did not go over capacity. It was a good 
season and there were no Covid infections, which was good. We managed to finish 5th (from 8) which was 
a good recovery after we lost our first 24 games. My average increased from 154 to 165 through the 
season which was very satisfying. With few travel plans, I signed up for the summer no-tap league (where a 

first ball 9 also counts as a strike) and have been averaging over 200      . 

 
Finally, the Iron Pigs minor league baseball season has started. The first month had crowd capacity limits 
with only a few seat pods available, but our second game was more normal, although attendance was still 
much less than normal. Many of the usual mid-inning’s highlights were also still missing at the first game, 
including the pork race, but these also returned in June. 
 
I hope that things are continuing to improve where you are and that you are able to enjoy more of a normal 
life. Until next time, stay safe and healthy. 
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Letters 
 
Chris Hibbert We got vaccinated! Janet and I got our second shots at the beginning of May.  

Glad to hear you got your vaccinations – hope you didn’t have too many side effects. 
 
Allan Stagg Thanks for the latest Pig.  I hope you and the family are still keeping well, and up to 
date with your vaccinations.  I had my second jab last weekend, Julie has hers next week.  With this and 
the lockdown relaxations that have come into place, we can feel a little more optimistic about the coming 
months.   

We’re all good here and all four of us are now vaccinated. Jacqueline and I are fully vaccinated, as 

are Thomas and Kelsey, although they may still have a week or so to go before they reach full effect. 

Hannah and Tyler had their first shots last week. We have all had the Moderna vaccine. 
 
Murray Egan Welcome to the vaccinated side of COVID!  Glad to hear that you and Jacquie have 
received your shots and are now able to mingle again and see Thomas/Hannah.  Well done!! 

Glad to hear that you have joined the ranks of the vaccinated without any side effects. 
 
Murray Egan I received my one and done JJ vaccine two weeks ago with no side effects, and no 
foot growing out of my ear (yet), so I think I'm good.  To be honest I wasn't convinced I wanted to have this 
new drug in my system, but it was made pretty clear from our company president that we needed to have 
vaccine shots to be able to work so that made the decision easy for me.   

Interesting that your company was driving this – Evonik is encouraging vaccinations but no 

mandate. My feeling is that this will eventually get driven by the Health Insurance companies, once 

herd immunity (or something close to it) is reached, but we shall see. 
 
Chris Hibbert The software team at my tiny start-up all have had their second shot now (except our 
lone Canadian and a new hire who has been in Brazil for the last year). 

I think the vaccination rate at our building is now close to 60% and the company is starting to plan 

how to reopen.  
 
Andy York To close-the-loop, had my second Pfizer shot at Dell Diamond three weeks after the 
first. It took a bit longer as more folks appear to be scheduled for the second shot in the same time period 
as all were in the system and verified. However, it still took a bit longer than the first shot by about 30 
minutes. But, other than that went smoothly. As with the first shot, had a sore arm for about a day and that's 
it. As it's been two weeks since the mostly mask less trip to Fredericksburg (particularly over lunch in the 
eatery) and after two weeks of Express baseball games (where nearly everyone is mask less) I'm satisfied 
that I'm all set with being vaccinated. 

Glad to hear you had your second shot without side effects. I’m not sure what the vaccination rate is 

here, but I think it’s over 40%.  
 
Chris Hibbert But we're not planning to have regular office hours at least through year-end. 

There is also a lot of discussion about how work will be balanced between home and office in the 

future. 
 
Michael Pargman Great to hear that you both have been fully vaccinated. Here in Sweden, the 
vaccinations have picked up speed, and they opened up for my age group faster than expected. I booked 
as soon as I saw the announcement and had my first jab of Pfizer at the end of April. Every region has their 
own system, and here in Stockholm I have to wait for a text message before I can book the second jab. As I 
understand it will be around six weeks in between. 

Great news to hear that you have had your first vaccination and will hopefully have had your 

second by next issue.  
    
Michael Pargman I'm looking forward to that second jab and then that countries begin to accept visitors 
who have been vaccinated without any pcr tests or quarantine. Then I can finally get some real vacation. 
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I’m still not sure where you will be able to go once vaccinated, but hopefully this will also become 

clearer soon. 
 
Bob Pitman We got called in early for our second AZ jab last weekend, absolutely no side effects 
this time (we both felt a bit “meh”/hungover and had lasting headaches after jab 1, so by end of last week 
we should be Indian variant safe (more or less). I think we probably will forego a holiday in warmer climes 
this year and the home market seems to have cottoned onto stay-cations being likely and the prices have 
inflated quite a lot. So maybe just visits to friends and possibly a drive to Dublin but nothing to be decided 
until the last minute I suspect. I may just buy records rather than travel (50th anniversary of “Man Who Sold 
The World” is being marketed hard to us sad Bowie fans but his estate is beginning to look like it’s not 
being very subtle about how they treat the fans – 3 different versions of this album this year).  

Glad to hear you had your second vaccination and no side effects. We’re still trying to work out our 

holiday plans. While restrictions have not been completely eliminated yet, the US is much further 

advanced in reopening. Of course, infection rates are also still high, but the hospitalizations and 

deaths have dropped. We’re still hoping to come over to England, but I definitely will want to take a 

break this year. I suspect business travel will return after the summer. 
 
Murray Egan I am SO looking forward to flying again with work, but that looks like it will slip back past 
October now as many of my customers won't return on site to work until September.   

I received acceptance of my conference paper for Las Vegas in October this evening, so another 

potential trip is lined up. I still haven’t made any concrete plans yet, but I do expect my first trip 

will be to Cleveland at the end of August (another glamor trip). Meanwhile, we are still trying to 

work out what we will need to do to go to England in the summer. However, more critically, we 

have now started the process of renewing our green cards. So far, everything seems to be going 

smoothly. 
 
Michael Pargman Regarding the second vaccination, I think they (who organize it) want the freedom to 
decide whether to give more people their first jab or to give more people their second, also depending on 
how the deliveries are going and the booking situation. We've had a lot of discussions regarding deliveries 
and also how to handle the Astra vaccine. Decisions were changed back and forth, but the current one is to 
only give Astra to people 65+ and to doctors and nurses who got the first jab of Astra and wants to have the 
second one of Astra too. 

I am slightly surprised by the concerns of some countries regarding the AZ vaccine, given the risk of 

Covid is still much greater than the risk of the reported side effects. I think the public debate on this 

is really harming the message about getting people vaccinated and encouraging the anti-vaccers. 
 
Andy York Interestingly, though vaccination of the adult population has tapered off with ballpark 
40% of the population vaccinated, when the 12–21-year-olds were allowed there has been quite a rush and 
high vaccination rates. There are even stories of them going around their parent’s wishes to get themselves 
a shot.  

Interesting – hopefully, the number vaccinated is getting close to that needed for herd immunity. 
 
Andy York Hospitalizations in the Austin area for C-19 have dropped quite a bit and we've had 
several days with no deaths for the first time in nearly a year.  

It’s similar here in PA, although I think the number infected is still quite high. 
 
Andy York Glad things are going well in PA on the C-19 front. About a week ago the Texas 
governor cancelled all government mask requirements (except schools, which is early June). However, 
private businesses can set their own rules. So, Austin's requirements were dropped last Friday. Businesses 
are a mix from no requirement to absolutely required or no entry. A few are requiring masks but not 
enforcing it. However, surprisingly, many people are still wearing masks inside most stores regardless.  

I think most of the PA restrictions end this weekend, although things have been relaxing steadily. 

That said, I still see quite a lot of people still wearing masks, even when not explicitly required. Our 

company is now starting to very cautiously (and with serious legal advice) ease some of the 

restrictions about meetings with colleagues and possible business travel.  
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Andy York On the other hand, I did visit Fredericksburg two weekends back for a friend's event. 
There, very crowded on the sidewalks/restaurants with few masks worn. From a very small sample, it 
seems folks from the bigger cities (more Democratic leaning) are keeping the masks on while the rural 
areas (more Republican leaning) aren't. 

We haven’t been out much to more rural PA, but I suspect it will be the same here. I’ve had a few 

calls with my technical colleagues in Richmond and they describe a very similar situation in 

Virginia.  
 
Brad Martin Australian politicians continue to amaze me. In an attempt to gain popularity, the 
government has decreed that anyone trying to enter Australia from India will be fined $65,000 and/or be 
imprisoned for 5 years. So Australian citizens in India (there are thousands) who thought they had a right to 
return to their homes are stuck in a covid-ravaged country. Meanwhile cricketeers and their hangers-on in 
the Indian Premier League (who have been paid 100s of thousands) have escaped to the Maldives for a 
nice holiday!    

I heard about the latest Australian rules on the BBC and was a little shocked. However, the 

challenges that normal Australians, as opposed the Tennis players, sports stars, billionaires, and 

non-Australian Hollywood movie stars, seem to have returning to Australia has also made the news, 

so it wasn’t a surprise. Are there any protests in Australia about this or are people comfortable with 

these policies? I wonder how India will view this once they eventually recover from the pandemic. 
 
Brad Martin Xenophobia is usually popular in Australia. Mostly it is sections of the Indian 
community (about 3/4 of a million Australians have Indian ancestry) that is raising a kerfuffle, although the 
federal opposition is trying to score points. Many Australian-Indians however support the right-wing Modi 
government in India, and as this is a very pro-business govt that is refusing to treat the pandemic seriously 
and has publicly said that they understand the restrictions imposed, they can't really challenge that govt's 
(or our govt.'s) policy. 

The pandemic has definitely been a boom for xenophobes everywhere. 
 
Bob Pitman World seems to be destabilizing quite a lot with these authoritarian leaders running 
countries... at least we don’t hear much about the former President anymore, hopefully going broke and 
getting measured for his orange jumpsuit. Eastern side of Europe getting a bit tense, Israel it’s not all over 
yet, Bozo hopefully on the street before July and in the old Bailey by the end of year, maybe he can find a 
Donor who’ll pay for his barristers as well as childcare, redecorating, gym and take-aways. 

I think the world situation probably hasn’t changed that much from pre-lockdown, just the 

pandemic quietened things down. Of course, some of the more authoritarian rules have also taken 

advantage of the situation to secure their power, although I think many may have missed or messed 

up the opportunity. 
 
Bob Pitman Saw a program on AI in defence technology this evening – that’s scary. 
Slaughterbots are particularly terrifying and from the drone displays and tiny spy drones already in kids toys 
and surveillance gear, they can’t be too far off. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slaughterbots. The film of a 
swarm of these things being dropped out of a passing cargo plane to seek and destroy selected (human) 
targets was far too close for comfort. Distributed Skynet on the horizon! 

Not sure how sci-fi the slaughter bots are, but I’m sure they’re coming. However, the threat of big-

time nuclear retaliation or similar will remain, so I think the bigger fear would be internal use by 

countries. 
 
Allan Stagg If only the weather would co-operate - it really has not warmed up here yet, and we 
are experiencing a number of sudden heavy downpours, which make visiting any beauty spots or outdoor 
tourist destinations a gamble, to say the least.  Still, we are now allowed to meet up with other families 
indoors and eat and drink inside at pubs and restaurants.  We are also allowed to hug other people, as long 
as we exercise caution.  This reminded me of the 'safe sex' messages in the 70s and 80s - I wonder what 
sort of protective gear we should wear for a 'safe hug'. 

The weather has improved here after a fairly cold April and early May, it really warmed up last 

week and stayed dry, at least until this week when the rains returned.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slaughterbots
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Brendan Whyte Brendan, sitting in the sun in the lounge on a lazy Sunday morning after church...  
ahhh... :-) 

We had our first church service since last summer today. 
 
Bob Pitman Weather is on the turn here apparently but it’s the first year in a long time that we’ve 
still had the heating on in mid-May. I’ve got a few bits to sort out now lockdown is easing, we didn’t get to 
celebrate our anniversary last year but 32 years this year and there’s a Turkish restaurant in Southampton I 
want to try, we also have to arrange something up in Reading for Mum so her friends can remember her.  

Weather has been great here the last two weeks – warm and sunny but changed on Wednesday with 

a big thunderstorm. We are now looking forward to a cold and wet Memorial Day weekend. 

Hopefully, the good weather will be coming your way. 
 
Allan Stagg We were also able to visit my Mum, after six months of not being allowed to do so.  
My sister, who is her principal carer, had suggested that we come down soon, as Mum's health had 
recently deteriorated.  She is 93 years old, has dementia, is frail and immobile, and had recently been 
showing signs that her heart was getting weaker.  We visited her last weekend and were surprised to find 
her not too bad - quite alert and excited by our visit (Julie and the boys came down with me).  Whether this 
improvement is maintained remains to be seen, but it was good to get down to visit her again. 

Glad to hear that you were able to visit your Mum and that she was in good spirits during your visit. 

I call my Dad most weeks and he is still doing well, although very frustrated by the slow pace of the 

legal system as he tries to sort out my Mum’s estate. The improved weather and easing of lockdown 

have definitely helped, as he can go out more and be active. I think he is starting to travel again, 

which is good.  
 
Dane Maslen Overall, the weather this spring has proved rather disappointing for cycling in the 
Southeast of England.  In some respects, the weather in April was very nice.  It was unusually dry and 
sunny, but this was due to a high over the North Sea that funnelled a cold northerly breeze down over the 
country.  I did get out cycling fairly frequently, but sometimes it was in colder conditions than I like. 
Michael Pargman We've had like three weeks of really cold weather ending with a downfall of rain. In 
one day, we got like 30-40 mm and a lot of people got their houses flooded. I had planted a few pots on my 
terrace and had to empty litres of water out of them yesterday, which was the first nice day. And now we 
are expecting 25 degrees for at least a week. 

It has been a fairy cold and long spring here, but it warmed up considerably in the middle of May 

for a couple of weeks. However, we have had heavy rains this week and have had to drain the pot 

plants. 
 
Dane Maslen I made a good start on these orders a few days ago, but then the long run of poor 
weather ended, so I've been cycling 50 miles each day in an attempt, so far unsuccessful, to regain the 
fitness that disappeared during the poor weather.  That's left me somewhat short of time for other things, 
especially as I've also had to deal with the weeds that had taken advantage of two weeks of inattention to 
overrun the garden. 

Glad to hear you’re able to get back out and about on your bike. The nice weather here has 

changed again and it’s cold and runny once more for the holiday weekend. 
 
Dane Maslen I'm definitely a fair-weather cyclist, so I mostly avoid cycling when it's too cold (below 
10°C), too windy (more than 10mph) or too wet (any rain whatsoever).  I can't remember what early March 
was like, but it wasn't until the last week of the month that I was enticed out for short rides on an almost 
daily basis after having ridden a mere half dozen times since the end of October. 
Michael Pargman Last year I borrowed two bicycle pumps from my brother to try to fix up two bikes that 
I have. It seemed like I had a puncture on the back wheel of one of them and either punctures or faulty 
valves on the second one. But the closest repair shop was too far so I let them be. A month ago, a pop-up 
repair shop opened up only 100 m from me, so I talked with them about turning in my bikes. But before I did 
I wanted to do another check whether it was punctures or the valves. During winter I had discovered a foot 
pump in my cellar, and I took it out to try. It was a bit tricky to get it to connect with the valves, but when I 
finally managed, I pumped up all the wheels - and they kept the air! Yesterday I tried them both - and they 
worked perfectly :-). 
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I stopped riding when we left Holland. I didn’t feel comfortable trying to navigate the roads in 

Yokohama, not to mention how hilly it was, especially after Utrecht. That said, I walked a lot in 

Japan. I can read the road signs here, but I’m not convinced that the roads are that safe for cyclists, 

although there are a number of cycle clubs here. Further west of Allentown and Coopersburg 

should be good. There is a top-class velodrome near where I work. 
 
Dane Maslen In a normal year I come back from cross-country skiing in Finland in March fit, but 
with weakness in some of the leg muscles used in cycling, so need about a month to build them up with 
rides of ever-increasing length.  This year an enforced winter at home had left me much less fit than usual 
and with weakness in all of the leg muscles used in cycling, so it took until early May for my fitness and 
muscle strength to be showing some signs of improving.  Then the weather became wet, windy, and cold 
for the time of year (the average maximum temperature has been about 3°C below normal), so for nearly 
two weeks I cowered indoors.  On Wednesday I finally ventured forth again, only to discover that what 
progress I had made with my leg muscles had been reversed by the period of inactivity. 

Good luck rebuilding your strength and fitness. 
 
Michael Pargman In the beginning of this week I took my last pills for the cancer treatment and 
yesterday I had my last blood test in connection with it. I feel so free now, being able to choose to eat 
whenever I want to. 

Good to hear that you have also finished your course of cancer treatment and I hope that it was 

successful. It must be a great relief and hope you enjoyed some great food to celebrate. 
 
Michael Pargman My exercising is ramping up. Besides Tennis, I've now started with Padel regularly. 
It's great fun and a lot tougher than the Tennis.  

Keep up the good work with the exercise. I really need to get moving and start playing tennis again. 

I’ve not heard of padel, but it looks fun, especially as you can play doubles.  
 
Michael Pargman Padel has become extremely popular during last year because it's been one of the 
few sports that has been growing. With no spectators allowed, all big arenas have been empty, so 
exhibition halls and arenas have been transformed and filled with padel courts. Our big indoor arena, the 
Globe, normally used for Ice Hockey, Horse jumping, Concerts and Eurovision finals is now transformed 
into 11 padel courts. 

Pickleball is becoming increasingly popular here, although I have not tried this yet. 
 
Bob Pitman Caboose still not right but I had 3 days without pain last week, I had started going 
back to the gym for indoor classes, yoga, tai chi and some cardio for over 50’s and the stretch work 
seemed to really hit the spot. The Osteopath I’m seeing is also thinking that it could be my runners... 
something I’d wondered about. The runners I’d been using over last 500 miles were neutral gait but my 
Asics (the brand I’ve used for many years before the Hokas) are for over-pronation control. The Hokas split 
(upper from sole) a few weeks before the problem started so I’d started wearing my new replacement Asics 
which make your feet pronate in a way that could be putting a strain on other parts of the body... who 
knows... but they are looking like the prime suspect now. So, I have to go out and get some new Hokas 
later this week so I can try the theory out and see if I can get back to decent runs! 

Shoes can definitely make a difference as my podiatrist can confirm – well worth checking out. 
 
Michael Pargman Then at work, our department started with an online trainer once a week. It's pretty 
simple exercises for 45 min all in all. Doing simple things 3 times 45 seconds with 15 seconds pause 
shouldn't exhaust you, should it? Anyway, after the first two times, besides not being able to follow through 
on any of the short exercises I also had terrible pain all over my body. But now a month later I don't get any 
pain, but I still can't manage all of the exercises fully. 

I can fully appreciate your comments about 45-minute repetition exercises. I had just started doing 

those when the lockdown started. 
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Allan Stagg One excellent bit of news from my perspective is that the bowling alley has reopened.  
The Wednesday morning league has not yet restarted, but the members of the league have been invited to 
attend practice sessions over the next few weeks, to get us back into the swing of things.  It may also help 
to find out how many league members are still around and able to bowl - the average age of the members 
was well into the 70s.  Our first meeting took place this week, and the meeting up with people was better 
than my bowling - I need more practice to get back to my average. 

Great news about the bowling. Amazingly, we managed to bowl through the winter season, albeit a 

half season bowling every other week to prevent the alley overfilling. We finished 6th of 8 teams but 

having lost the first 24 frames this was a recovery. I bowled well and my average climbed from 154 

to 166, which is the highest it has ever been. I decided to sign up for the summer no-tap league (this 

is where a first ball 9 also counts as a strike) as there is still no business travel in sight. So far, my 

average is 227 with a high score of 277! I hope you can be as successful. 
 

Andy York First Express game Thursday.        

Hope you enjoy the Express game – questionable weather for our first game on Friday sadly. 
 
Andy York 4-0, with 33 runs, 13 stolen bases and 13 home runs. Excellent start! 

The Pig were 3 – 0, all with walk off wins before we saw them on Friday night. Bottom of first 

inning and top of second innings had >100 pitches with 7 walks for the Pigs (3 runs scored) and 

similar for Rochester (6 runs scored, although they also had hits). It was nice to be back at the 

ground though. Next game in early June after the PA restrictions ease. It will be interesting to see 

how different it is next time, 
 
Andy York Yah, you'll be surprised. Only restrictions here are the MLB mandates of which the 
face mask requirement is almost universally ignored in the seats and about 50% ignored moving around. 

      

Second game was under less restrictions, but mask wearing was still widespread. Stadium was more 

crowded though. 
 
Andy York Baseball has been fun, except for a rainout (double header the next day). I did miss 
two games as it was pouring rain but broke just in time for the game. So, listened on the radio. On the plus 
side, I have a few unused tickets for neighbours/friends to use. Team did quite well while they played their 
first two homestands. However, on a two-week west coast swing (Tacoma last series, opening tonight in 
Salt Lake), haven't held up. But still, plenty of games ahead! 

We went to our second game this week – a much closer and well-matched game that the Pigs won 4-

2. 
 
Martin Walker Looking forward to the Euros even if the Scottish results are as expected, looks 
perfectly set up for England to break their duck.... 

I hadn’t realized that the Euros were due to start soon – obviously, I will be cheering for England, 

but I do hope that Scotland do well. 
 
Chris Hibbert We also bought tickets to see the Sharks (just once this season, but that's all we 
wanted with the season they've had.) Since it hadn't been two weeks since the second shot for either of us, 
we also had to get a negative test in order to get into the game. The rules were that the test needs to have 
been 24-48 hours before the game. Tests usually take three days to come back so you probably have to 
pay extra for a rapid test. It turns out that the Sharks organization was arranging tests for people who 
wanted to attend, and they would cover the cost of the rapid test and ensure that the results were available 
in time. It was hardly worth it, given the way they played, but at least we saw them once. 

I’ve not seen tests required to attend a game yet – it must have been a relief to find you could get 

these done at the stadium.  
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Murray Egan This week we are back in Colorado helping Emma move from her rental apt to the 
condo that she bought.  Very exciting but also loads of work painting, moving furniture etc.   It is fun seeing 
her mature and make good choices (many better than her father at that age ;-)  Her work remains exciting 
for her as she recently got to design a propulsion burn on the booster for an advanced military satellite...the 
launch went well, and she beamed with accomplishment.   

Really impressed by what Emma is doing. It sounds really professional and challenging and so nice 

that she can watch her success so visually. 
 
Steve Ham Life is busy at the moment, and it is difficult to fit in orders etc., but just in time. 

I think that we’re all getting busier as lockdown finally starts to ease. I suspect our production rate 

will start to drop soon too. 
 
Carolyn Townsend We have been Wfh for too long and the wet weather has kept us indoors. I hope we 
return to better weather and some social life soon. On the plus side my radishes have grown well.  

Cold, wet, and rainy here too, but we have just enjoyed 10+ days of hot, sunny weather until 

Wednesday’s storm. Hopefully, this will be coming your way. 
 
Carolyn Townsend Have a good summer and hopefully we can meet at croppers in August. Take Care . 

Still waiting to make plans for the summer as I’m hoping Boris will relax some of the rules for 

incoming visitors or move the US to the Green list. We’re still hoping to come over for Cropredy. 
 
Bob Pitman Bozos taken a beating today from Cummings-And-Goings! 

Yes, but I think he can take it at the moment. Unfortunately, Labour would be worse for us as I think 

they would like to hermetically seal the UK from all visitors until Covid has been completely 

eliminated from the Solar System. 
 
Bob Pitman I watched “Tenet” because it turned up on our Now film subscription a few days before the 
cancellation of the service kicked in... I’d been intrigued by the trailers. I watched. In the end I went to 
Wikipedia to explain some of what I had watched... bit of a disappointment in the end but I’m sure it looked 
like a good idea when they made it!  

I’ve not seen Tenet, but it has had some fairly mixed reviews. I shall wait until it comes off 

subscription channels. 
 
Allan Stagg During the lockdown I have been going through a number of boxsets (thankyou 
iPlayer), and am currently working through The Killing.   

I haven’t seen the Killing, but we have just started watching Resident Alien. I think we might be able 

to see The Killing on one of the channels over here. 
 
Allan Stagg On a lighter note I have just finished the first series of Peter Kay's Car Share and 
have enjoyed spotting some of the little visual or audio jokes that are inserted in the background. Examples 
of these include a couple of signs: 
 Special Today - One Meal for the Price of Two 
 Missing Husband: Last Seen entering a Whore. 
and a radio advert: I joined Weight Checkers, and I can eat anything I like.  I just have to avoid the things 
that make me fat.  

Those sound quite easy to miss. 

 
Bob Pitman The SpaceX SN-15 landing was a huge step. Shame it was in low cloud and fog with 
dodgy onboard cameras but worth every minute of keeping fingers and toes crossed to see it land the right 
way up and not explode. Virgin Galactic is back in business of space flights last week with VSS Unity 
reaching space. That plus helicopter flights on Mars with Ingenuity and Perseverance it’s been a good few 
months for Space fans!  

I completely missed it unfortunately. 
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Murray Egan Well, I'd best get back to tightening bolts here on the kitchen table and hope that the 
shelf I just installed doesn't commit an OSHA violation in the near future. 

Good luck with the kitchen table and stay safe. Hope we might meet again sometime this year. 

Meanwhile, in a further sign of returning normality, I enjoyed our first poker night for 9 months and 

with almost the full set of friends, many of whom I hadn’t seen since last February. It was great to 

see everyone again and a good time was had by all.  
 
Bob Pitman On Fiendish games sites “Postal gaming zines” page at 
http://www.fbgames.co.uk/links/zines/zines.htm. Variable pig has changed its web address – the contact 
address if you want to get it updated is mikew@fbgames.co.uk 
Richard Smith That page looks like it's at least 10 years out of date. Dane's Games (which is sent 
out by email, not on a website, latest issue attached) includes an impressive up-to-date zine directory. 

I agree – Richard Burgess (The Abyssinian Prince) sadly died a few years ago and Keith 

Thomasson stopped producing “For Whom The Die Rolls” at least 10 years ago, although he still 

runs game on his website. I agree that Dane probably now hosts the most comprehensive list of 

active zines, although Brendan Whyte also publishes a list in Damn the Consequences. 
 
Dane Maslen I'll just add that although Dane's Games doesn't have a website, the latest issue is 
now always available on Dropbox.  Perversely this is a complete reversal of the situation up until about ten 
years ago.  At that time there was a website, but it was always lacked the latest issue.  In those days I 
never had internet access when on holiday, so the zine always announced when players wouldn't get 
automatic acknowledgments for orders.  I didn't think it would be a great idea to advertise in public the 
dates when my house would be unoccupied, though I doubt many burglars would have found the 
information! 

Yes, indeed – a little too much effort unless they were specifically after something they knew you 

had. 
 
Bob Pitman On a lighter note I’m also looking forward to sitting in the garden having al fresco 
lunches... and probably spending hours that I could be losing to Sudoku being lost on postal Only Connect 
instead. 

Sounds like a good plan. 
 
Martin Walker I learnt a lesson not to be so lazy, I work off your online game in progress maps 
rather than draw my own and my original orders for the Honduras map had to be redone as my crossing 
from O10-O9 wasn't shown online, the game report is right, so from now on I'll be getting the felt tips out. 

Richard very kindly marks up the online maps for the ongoing RR games, but these are not the maps 

I use for the games I GM and I do not check these, so please confirm the maps with the reports. 
 
Martin Walker I'm criticising your map drawing skills and sending in late orders, something tells me 

I'll not be getting good die rolls for a while      . 

Would I do that? (No). 
 

* * * * * 
 
 

By Fairly Popular Demand  
 

Round Four – Tourist Attractions 
 
There was an error in the questions – question 2 should have referred to the USA and not repeat the UK. 
Many people caught this, and I corrected a few people when their orders came in, but I did not send a 
correction. 
 
 
 

http://www.fbgames.co.uk/links/zines/zines.htm
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Player U.K. U.S.A. Australia Sweden Japan China  

Chris 
Hibbert 

London 
Bridge 

Disney 
World 

Sydney 
Opera 
House 

Ice Hotel Shinjuku Giant 
Pandas 

12 
(36) 

Steve 
Ham 

Giants 
Causeway 

Ellis Island Fraser 
Island 

Oresund 
Bridge 

Akihabara  Giant 
Pandas 

8 
(31) 

Murray 
Egan 

Tower of 
London 

Statue of 
Liberty 

Sydney 
Opera 
House 

Royal Palace Fuji-san Great Wall 10 
(30) 

Martin 
Walker 

London Zoo Mount 
Rushmore 

Great 
Barrier 
Reef 

Northern 
Lights 

Bullet Train Pandas 9 
(28) 

Arthur 
Owen 

Big Ben Snowdon Sydney 
Opera 
House 

- - Great Wall 10 
(27) 

Steve 
Guest 

Blackpool 
Pleasure B 

Yosemite Sydney 
Harbour 

Br. 

Drottningholm 
castle 

Miyajima Temple of 
Heaven 

6 
(26) 

Brendan 
Whyte 

Lawnmower 
Museum 

Jell-O 
Museum 

Ayers 
Rock 

Abba Museum A-Bomb 
Dome 

Summer 
Palace 

5 
(26) 

Roger 
Trethewey 

British 
Museum 

Stonehenge Bondi 
Beach 

Vasa Museum Hiroshima 
Peace Park 

Forbidden 
City 

6 
(23) 

John 
Walker 

Lake 
District 

Mount 
Rushmore 

Bondi 
Beach 

Liseberg Park Fukuoka-Jo Mogao 
Caves 

8 
(23) 

Brad 
Martin 

Lands’ End Scottish 
Highland 

Kakadu Lapland Hiroshima Shanghai 
Bund 

8 
(22) 

Richard 
Smith 

Pencil 
Museum 

Disneyland Uluru Ice Hotel Kinkaku-Ji Lijang Old 
Town 

6 
(21) 

Michael 
Pargman 

Stonehenge Empire 
State Bldg. 

Kangaroo 
Island 

Drottningholm 
castle 

Itsukushima Chengdu 
Panda Ctr 

5 
(21) 

Mike 
Pollard 

Windsor 
Castle 

Grand 
Canyon 

Sydney 
Opera 
House 

Gamlestan Fuji-san Terracotta 
Army 

7 
(19) 

Allan 
Stagg 

Stonehenge White 
House 

Gold 
Coast 

Royal Palace Hiroshima Hidden 
City 

6 
(19) 

Jacquelin
e Reader 

Big Ben White 
House 

Ayers 
Rock 

Lapland Fuji-san Forbidden 
City 

6 
(19) 

Bob 
Gingell 

Salisbury 
Cathedral 

Alcatraz Uluru Goteborg Ghibli 
Anime 

Museum 

Forbidden 
City 

4 
(19) 

Andrew 
York 

Stonehenge Grand 
Canyon 

Uluru Drottningholm 
castle 

Fuji-san Forbidden 
City 

0 
(16) 

MY 
CHOICES 

Tower of 
London 

Grand 
Canyon 

Uluru Stockholm 
Archipelago 

Kamakura Great 
Wall 

7 
(23) 

 
A popular tourist attraction found in … 
 

1. The United Kingdom: Stonehenge (3 scores 0), Big Ben (2), The Tower of London (2): London 
Bridge, Giants Causeway, Lawnmower Museum, Blackpool Pleasure Beach, London Zoo, British 
Museum, Lake District, Pencil Museum, Windsor Castle and Salisbury Cathedral all score 1. 

There are lots to choose from, although with a good number of players that aren’t English, I 

need to choose something that might be well known. 
2. The United States: Grand Canyon (3 scores 0), Mount Rushmore (2), White House (2): Disney 

World, Ellis Island, Jell-O Museum, Statue of Liberty, Yosemite, Snowdon, Stonehenge, Empire 
State Building, Disneyland, Alcatraz, and Scottish Highlands all score 1. 

Plenty to choose from, but the challenge again is finding something that might score more than 

1. 
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3. Australia: Uluru / Ayers Rock (6 scores 0), Sydney Opera House (4), Bondi Beach (2): Fraser 
Island, Sydney Harbour Bridge, Great Barrier Reef, Kangaroo Island, Gold Coast and Kakadu all 
score 1. 

Brendan’s travelogues in DtC might give you some different ideas. 
4. Sweden: Drottningholm Royal Palace or Castle (5 scores 0), Ice Hotel (2), Lapland (2): Oresund 

Bridge, Abba Museum, Stockholm archipelago, Northern Lights, Vasa Museum, Liseberg Park, 
Gamlestan and Goteborg all score 1. 

This one is for Michael – I wonder what people will come up with. I twice took the night boat 

from Stockholm to Helsinki and the islands around the Swedish capital are very pretty. As far as 

I can tell, Drottningholm Palace and Castle are the same place, so have been scored this way.  
5. Japan: Fuji-san (4 scores 0), Miyajima/Itsukushima (2), Hiroshima (2), Akihabara Electric Town, A-

Bomb Dome, Bullet Train, Hiroshima Peace Park, Shinjuku, Fukuoka-Jo, Kinkaku-Ji, Ghibli Anime 
Museum and Kamakura all score 1. 

Hopefully, you may have plenty of ideas from earlier Pigs, but I have to choose my favourite 

place. I still love to go back there. I separated the scores for Hiroshima and specific locations in 

the city (interesting no-one chose Nagasaki which is also supposed to be very interesting), but I 

did link the Itsukushima shrine and Miyajima. 
6. China: Forbidden City (4 scores 0), (Giant) Panda (3), Great Wall (3), Summer Palace, Temple of 

Heaven, Ming Tombs, Chengdu Panda Centre, Shanghai Bund, Terracotta Army, Mogao Caves, 
Lijang Old Town, and Hidden City all score 1. 

I visited the Ming tombs on my first visit to China as part of package trip to the Great Wall, 

Ming Tombs, and the Marco Polo bridge. Quite a few places I have not visited, but the Bund 

remains my favourite.  
 
Congratulations again to Chris Hibbert who scored 12 from a maximum of 15.  
 
 
Players Comments 
 
Allan Stagg All of which I have seen, apart from Hiroshima. 
 
Brendan Whyte Your scoring seems a tad harsh...  

Regarding the BPD, I have generally avoided trying to link answers togethers as the highest score 

gets zero, so I will only do this in obvious cases. I also decide this before scoring. For the specific 

examples 
 
Last round,  
1. Are not policeman, policemen and police identical? 

I interpret police as a general term for all police, so this would also include sergeants, detective, 

chief constables, sheriffs etc., so I did not combine this with the others. I could have combined 

policeman and policemen, although I did interpret policeman as specifically male. 
3. Shouldn't carousel and conveyor belt be identical? 

No, as I also consider conveyor belt to include those for moving passengers.  
 
4. Shouldn't quay/pier & dock be identical? Ditto Sailor and crew? 

My understanding is that all three have different meanings although related. I definitely think of 

piers and quays are distinctly different. http://www.theshippinglawblog.com/2011/10/what-is-

difference-between-quay-pier.html  
 
I think synonyms need to be grouped more liberally, or the game will be very low scoring, and therefore 
more random than it should be. The very open nature of the questions is part of the problem. Not sure how 
best to fix that aspect, but a more liberal grouping of answers will help (and this will eliminate language 
issues between Brits, Yanks, Kiwis, Canuks, and Ockers. 

The game is intentionally low scoring. It should be relatively easy to score 1 for each question (e.g., 

Emmaus Fish Hatchery is a local attraction) but getting higher scores requires some effort and risk 

to identify potential answers that others might also choose. 

http://www.theshippinglawblog.com/2011/10/what-is-difference-between-quay-pier.html
http://www.theshippinglawblog.com/2011/10/what-is-difference-between-quay-pier.html


 

 

Variable Pig  13  Essex 
 

 
Last time but one. A checkout chic is what Americans appear to call a cashier....  
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/checkout_chick  
https://9now.nine.com.au/a-current-affair/coles-checkout-chick-at-87-years-old/a18c653e-5c11-49aa-9a09-
56462b9b3687  

Regarding check out chic, I interpreted this as a comment about the fashion some people wear 

shopping. I might have worked out checkout chick, but I did assume that you meant chic. Sorry. 
 
1. Lawnmower museum (see WILTY series 5) 
2. Jell-O museum (assuming it is the US one) 
4. Sweden has tourist attractions? I can't think of any. Legoland is Danish. Fjords are Norwegian... so 
guessing Abba Museum. There must be one of those, right? 
6. Potala palace... no, that's in Tibet, not China. Great Wall and Xian clay warriors are likely to be popular, 
so will go for Summer Palace (burnt by the Brits. Yay! That'll teach those commies...) 
 
Bob Gingell How do you deal with a city set against a particular attraction within that city? 
Stockholm old town is great, but 'Stockholm' would also include the Vasa. Are the Golden Gate Bridge and 
Alcatraz treated as being part of San Francisco? Arguably San Francisco (= old town) is distinct as an 
attraction in its own right so each attraction should be treated separately for game purposes. However, 
some locations are inescapably tied to just one attraction (e.g., Terracotta Army in Xian). I remember being 
a fairly incompetent guide on a student summer job for a day-long coach tour that covered Winchester, 
Salisbury, Stonehenge, and Avebury - a great but tiring combination, but you cannot roll four attractions into 
one for this game. 
1. Salisbury Cathedral (at least in Russia)  
2. Alcatraz (but tempted by Disney World...) 
3. Uluru (risky) 
4. Gothenburg (Stockholm including the Vasa is the best place to go but in this game I think I need to avoid 
that.) 
5. Ghibli Anime Museum (likely Mt Fuji / Hakone Park will top this list) 
6. Forbidden City in Beijing (likely Great Wall and Terracotta Army / Xian will come top, but I did not want to 
gamble on which one might be highest since both might well tie for first) 
 
Steve Ham I'm not sure whether this is a variant where if your answer doesn’t meet the criteria 
then you score zero, or whether you can suggest any answer and score 1. If the former, I wonder how you 
are going to adjudicate whether a tourist attraction is popular or not. Apparently, in Norwich one of the most 
popular activities is that you can be a flaneur for the day - I've no idea - 
https://www.visitnorfolk.co.uk/inspire/best-things-to-do-in-norwich.aspx  

Regarding BFPD, I think a variant where incorrect answers score zero would be difficult to 

adjudicate and would certainly require much tighter questions. The name is popular demand, so 

any answer can suffice for one point, including Aldershot Recreation Ground or Allentown Sewage 

Plant as tourist attractions. The challenge in this variant, as I see it, is to find answers that can 

score > 1 as 1 pointers will not be enough to win. 
 
Jacqueline Reader 6. Forbidden City (ptsd inducing) 
 
Steve Guest Been to all of those except the Sweden one. Went to Stockholm once, but can't 
remember going to tourist attractions. 
 
 
The questions for round 5 are.  

1. A popular tourist attraction in New Zealand 
2. A popular tourist attraction in Ireland (North or South) 
3. A popular tourist attraction in Africa 
4. A popular tourist attraction in France 
5. A popular tourist attraction in Italy 
6. A popular tourist attraction in Brazil. 
 

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/checkout_chick
https://9now.nine.com.au/a-current-affair/coles-checkout-chick-at-87-years-old/a18c653e-5c11-49aa-9a09-56462b9b3687
https://9now.nine.com.au/a-current-affair/coles-checkout-chick-at-87-years-old/a18c653e-5c11-49aa-9a09-56462b9b3687
https://www.visitnorfolk.co.uk/inspire/best-things-to-do-in-norwich.aspx
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Lyric Quiz 
 

Game Sixteen – Round Five of Five 
 
1) “Don't start me talking, I could talk all night, My mind goes sleepwalking, While I'm putting the world to 
right” (70s) 

“Oliver’s Army” by Elvis Costello and the Attractions 
John Hopkins, Brendan Whyte, David Cowie, Steve Guest 
 
2) “Step by step, Heart to heart, Left, right, left, We all fall down” (90s) 
 “Toy Soldiers” by Martika (or Eminem) 
John Walker, Brendan Whyte (song only), David Cowie, Martin Walker 
 
3) “The letter said that he was a hero, She should be proud he died that way, I heard she threw that letter 
away...” (70s) 
   “Billy, Don’t Be A Hero” by Paper Lace 
John Hopkins (song only), Richard Smith, John Walker, Brendan Whyte (song only), Martin Walker, Steve 
Guest 
 
4) “Shots ring out in the dead of night, The sergeant calls "Stand up and fight!"” (80s) 
   “In the Army Now” by Status Quo 
Richard Smith, David Cowie, Murray Egan, Martin Walker, Steve Guest 
 
5) “Vor der Kaserne, vor dem großen Tor, Stand eine Laterne und steht sie noch davor, So woll'n wir da 
uns wiedersehn, Bei der Laterne woll'n wir steh'n” (30s) 
   “Lilli Marlene” by Marlene Dietrich 
John Hopkins, Brendan Whyte, David Cowie, Dane Maslen, Jacqueline Reader 
 
6) “Then came the call to Ireland as the call had come before, Another bloody chapter in an endless civil 
war” (70s)  
   “The Soldier” by Harvey Andrews 

I didn’t expect anyone to guess this, unless Allan volunteered an entry, but the theme gave a rare 

chance to include a song that was banned by the BBC. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HAyBKfC7tR4. Great song from a great album. 
 
7) “Jeder war ein großer Krieger, Hielten sich für Captain Kirk, Es gab ein großes Feuerwerk” (80s) 
   “99 Luftballons” by Nena 
Richard Smith, Brendan Whyte, David Cowie, Murray Egan, Dane Maslen, Jacqueline Reader, Martin 
Walker, Steve Guest 
 
8) “But I feel I'm growing older, And the songs that I have sung, Echo in the distance, Like the sound of a 
windmill going round” (70s) 
   “Soldier of Fortune” by Deep Purple 

There are a few Purple fans taking part so I thought someone might recognize this. One of my 

favourite songs from the Stormbringer album https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Nd6trewC68.  
 
9) “I'm very well acquainted, too, with matters mathematical, I understand equations, both the simple and 
quadratical” (1880s) 
 “Modern Major General” by Gilbert and Sullivan 
John Hopkins, Richard Smith, John Walker, Brendan Whyte (song only), David Cowie, Dane Maslen, 
Jacqueline Reader, Chris Hibbert (song only), Steve Guest 
 
10) ““(What could he do?), (Should have been a politician), But he never had a proper education” (80s) 
   “Army Dreamers” by Kate Bush 
Richard Smith, David Cowie, Martin Walker, Steve Guest 
 
The theme this round was military. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HAyBKfC7tR4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Nd6trewC68
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Comments 

 
John Hopkins And the theme is Soldiers. 
Richard Smith Theme is The Army.  
John Walker Theme = War 
Brendan Whyte theme: army/military/soldiers 
David Cowie Theme: war protest songs, but if I remember correctly, "Toy soldiers" was about 
drugs. 
Dane Maslen Well, war seems to be a common theme. but if it's more specific than that, I'd guess 
that all the songs include a military rank in their lyrics. 
Martin Walker theme-Army 
Chris Hibbert It's clearly military, but I'm going to military ranks for the theme. 
Steve Guest Theme: War 

All correct 
 
Dane Maslen 
1) I have a suspicion that this is familiar. 
3) I know I recognize this, but I haven't got a clue unless (and this seems unlikely to me) it's BILLY, DON'T 
BE A HERO.  I've no idea who sung that though. 
4) This might be familiar. 
5) LILI MARLENE?  by  MARLENE DIETRICH??  That surely can't be right.  I suspect I have the artist 
wrong. 
7) 99 LUFTBALLON by someone whose name I definitely know, if only I could tease it out of my memory.  
NENA perhaps? 
9) MODERN MAJOR GENERAL.  It was written by GILBERT AND SULLIVAN, but I haven't got a clue who 
sang it. 
 
Richard Smith  
Not sure of the title of Gilbert and Sullivan one, or the group for Billy Don't Be a Hero. 30 years ago, I used 
to fancy Nena despite the hairy armpits. 
 
Brendan Whyte  
7 99 Red Balloons. Tracy Ullman as Angela Merkel, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h56VhwybisE  
9 Modern major general. Richard Berg (the game designer, who once featured in S&T magazine in 
costume for this) 
 
Steve Guest 
Finally got #7, that Captain Kirk reference had been bugging me. There's a couple more seem familiar. 
 
Scores 
 
Steve Guest 13 (69) 
David Cowie 15 (58) 
Richard Smith 11 (50) 
Martin Walker 11 (49) 
John Hopkins   8 (48) 
Brendan Whyte 10 (39) 
Jacqueline Reader   6 (37) 
Dane Maslen   7 (34) 
John Walker   7 (32) 
Murray Egan   4 (21) 
Jim Reader   0 (11) 
Michael Pargman         0 (7) 
Chris Hibbert         2 (5) 
Tom Howell   0  (2) 
 

Congratulations to Steve Guest 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h56VhwybisE
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Game Sixteen – Round One of Five 
 
Score 1 point each for the artist and song title for each song below. There is also a bonus point for 
identifying the common theme to the songs below – note that the year listed with the song relates to the 
theme and not the year that the song became famous. 
 
1) “It's a world of laughter, A world of tears, It's a world of hopes, And a world of fears” (77 and 91) 
2) “Heeee, and round and round and up and down we go again! Oh, baby, make me know you love me 
sooooo, 
And then:” (88) 
3) “Make it a better place, For you and for me and the entire human race, There are people dying, If you 
care enough for the living” (93) 
4) “But all you do is treat me bad, Break my heart and leave me sad, Tell me, what did I do wrong? To 
make you stay away so long” (96) 
5) “So, you grab your girls, And you grab a couple more, And you all come meet me, In the middle of the 
floor” (2004) 
6) “Dearly beloved, We are gathered here today 2 get through this thing called life, Electric word, life” 
(2007) 
7) “I'm so 3008, You so 2000 and late” (2011) 
8) “Daisy Dukes, bikinis on top, Sun-kissed skin, so hot, we'll melt your popsicle” (2015) 
9) “I want your drama, the touch of your hand, I want your leather-studded kiss in the sand” (2017) 
10) “There over, hereunder, You'll never have to wonder, We can always play by ear, But that's the deal, 
my dear” (2020) 
 
 

Bonus Round – Jim Steinman 
 
1) “Turn around, Every now and then I get a little bit nervous, That the best of all the years have gone by” 
   “Total Eclipse of the Heart” by Bonnie Tyler 
Richard Smith, Brendan Whyte, David Cowie, Jacqueline Reader, Steve Guest 
 
2) “And nothing really rocks, And nothing really rolls, And nothing's ever worth the cost” 
   “Bat Out of Hell” by Meatloaf 
Richard Smith, David Cowie, Steve Guest 
 
3) “I don't know who you are or what you do, or where you go when you're not around, I don't know 
anything about you baby, but you're everything I'm dreaming of” 
   “Dead Ringer for Love” by Meatloaf and Cher 
David Cowie, Steve Guest 
 
4) “But I don't know how to leave you, And I'll never let you fall, And I don't know how you do it” 
   “Making Love Out of Nothing At All” by Air Supply 
Jacqueline Reader 
 
5) “When I touch you like this, And I hold you like that, It's so hard to believe but…” 
   “It’s All Coming Back to Me Now” by Celine Dion 
Jacqueline Reader 
 
6) “I couldn't take it any longer, Lord I was crazed, And when the feeling came upon me, Like a tidal wave, I 
started swearing to my god and on my mother's grave, That I would love you to the end of time” 
   “Paradise by the Dashboard Light” by Meatloaf 
David Cowie, Jacqueline Reader, Steve Guest 
 
7) “I know the territory, I've been around, It'll all turn to dust and we'll all fall down, And sooner or later you'll 
be screwing around” 
   “I’d Do Anything for Love” by Meatloaf 
David Cowie, Jacqueline Reader, Steve Guest 
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8) “He's gotta be strong, and he's gotta be fast, And he's gotta be fresh from the fight” 
   “Holding Out for a Hero” by Bonnie Tyler 
David Cowie, Steve Guest 
 
9) “You'll never find your gold on a sandy beach, You'll never drill for oil on a city street, I know you're 
looking for a ruby, In a mountain of rocks” 
   “Two Out of Three Ain’t Bad” by Meatloaf 
Steve Guest 
 
10) “For pulling me away when I'm starting to fall, For revving me up when I'm starting to stall, And all in all 
for that I want you” 
   “For Crying Out Loud” by Meatloaf 
Steve Guest 
 
Scores 
 
Steve Guest 16 
David Cowie 12 
Jacqueline Reader 10 
Richard Smith   4 
Brendan Whyte   2 
 
Comments 
 
Brendan Whyte Total eclipse of the heart/ Bonnie Tyler.  I always hated this song... 
 
Jacqueline Reader 3 I only wanna be with you Dusty Springfield. 
 

* * * * * 

Work Rest and Play 
 

Game 15 – Round Four 
 
Some interesting tactics on show this round, but the honours still get shared leaving Arthur still in the lead 
as the weekend approaches. 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Roger 50-45-5 50-49-1 35-33-32 97-2-1    

Ian  97-2-1 50-45-5 97-2-1 49-48-3    

Arthur 48-48-3 51-43-6 52-42-6 51-25-24    

 
Roger: 1 x 1 x 2 = 2 
Ian: 2 x 1 x 0 = 0 
Arthur:  1 x 2 x 2 = 4 
 
Rules for this game can be found at https://variablepig.org/rules/workrestplay.html 
 
 

Tea Dance 
 

Game 8 – Round Four 
 

One more round to go and it’s a two-horse race. The Conservatives have a big lead, but it’s not all over 
yet. 

https://variablepig.org/rules/workrestplay.html
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 Bids 
Remaining 

Bids for 
5 

Men 

Bids for 2 
Women 

Total Men Total 
Women 

Grand 
Total 

Labour Party 
Roger Trethewey 

6, 9 8 (+ 1) 4 (- 1) 8 0 0 

Conservative Party 
Steve Ham 

3, 5 1 (- 1) 6 (+ 1) 3 11 33 

Liberal Party 
Arthur Owen 

6, 8 7 5 0 0 0 

 
Rules for this game can be found at https://variablepig.org/rules/teadance.htmlPlease submit your final bids 
for 4 men and 4 women.  
 

* * * * * 
 
 

6 Nimmt! 14 
 

Round Four 
 
Brad picks up his first points but remains in the lead as his rivals score more. Arthur plays the whole round 
without scoring, the only player to do so. 
 

HAND 1 HAND 2 HAND 3 HAND 4 

  21   103  65  97       

  17  77 102  56  84      101 

  13 33 71 101  55  64    96  100 

40  11 20 70 100 47 53  45    95  99 

35$ 100@ 10# 15 63 97 42! 51 87& 44 104% 20^ 28~ 85? 9 97 

5 3 11 10 10 7 2 12 1 10 1 3 1 5 1 10 

Brad Martin plays 13 in Hand 1, 65 in Hand 2, 60 in Hand 3 and 57 in Hand 4.   Score = 6 
Tom Howell plays 11 in Hand 1, 103 in Hand 2, 73 in Hand 3 and 9 to column 3 in Hand 4. Score = 10 
Arthur Owen plays 40 in Hand 1, 77 in Hand 2, 59 in Hand 3 and 83 in Hand 4.   Score = 12 
Steve Ham plays 21 in Hand 1, 102 in Hand 2, 104 in Hand 3 and 96 in Hand 4.   Score = 15 
Bob Pitman plays 17 in Hand 1, 56 in Hand 2, 20 in Hand 3 and 75 in Hand 4.   Score = 19 
Bob Gingell plays 35 in Hand 1, 55 in Hand 2, 39 in Hand 3 and 28 in Hand 4.   Score = 21 
John Walker plays 100 in Hand 1, 42 in Hand 2, 76 in Hand 3 and 76 in Hand 4.    Score = 23 
Kev Lee plays 10 to column 3 in Hand 1, 71 in Hand 2, 101 in Hand 3 and 95 in Hand 4.  Score = 24 
Carolyn Townsend plays 71 in Hand 1, 11 in Hand 2, 55 in Hand 3 and 58 in Hand 4.  Score = 34 
Dane Maslen plays 68 in Hand 1, 47 in Hand 2, 87 in Hand 3 and 85 in Hand 4.   Score = 58 
 
# Kev takes column 3 of hand 1 for 2 points (102 and 103) 
$ Bob G takes column 1 of hand 1 for 7 points (29, 30, 31, 32 and 34) 
@ John takes column 2 of hand 1 for 6 points (58, 63, 65, 68 and 71) 
! John takes column 3 of hand 2 for 11 points (1, 2, 6, 10 and 11) 
^ Bob P takes column 4 of hand 3 for 9 points (2, 4, 6, 7 and 11) 
& Carolyn takes column 1 of hand 3 for 10 points (31, 33, 34, 35 and 39) and Dane takes the same column 
for 13 points (55, 59, 60, 73 and 76) 
% Steve takes column 3 of hand 3 for 12 points (95, 98, 99, 100 and 101) 
* Tom takes column 3 of hand 4 for 3 points (102, 103 and 104) 
~ Bob G takes column 1 of hand 4 for 8 points (2, 3, 5, 6 and 10) 
? Brad takes column 2 of hand 4 for 6 points (24, 25, 26, 27 and 36) and Dane takes the same column for 
6 points (57, 58, 75, 76 and 83) 
 
Rules for this game can be found at https://variablepig.org/rules/6nimmt.html. 

https://variablepig.org/rules/teadance.html
https://variablepig.org/rules/6nimmt.html
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Breaking Away 11 
 

Round Twelve 
 
It’s very close, but Whitstable’s 4th place is just enough to secure victory for Cool Park Runnings over the 
Bands. 
 

Square Replacement Riders 

FINISHED  Pegwell (1st) 

121   

120   

119   

118 3 Pretenders 

117 4 Father Christmas, Whitstable, Mother Clanger, 

116 7 Dumbo 

115 -  

114 3 Talking Heads, Tiny Clanger 

113 -  

112 3 Romeo Void, 

111 4 Major Clanger, Margate, Blondie 

110 -  

109 3 Art,  Soup Dragon 

108 -  

107 3 Mary Poppins 

 
COOL PARKRUNNINGS (John Walker) 30 points ALPHABLOCKERS (Roger Trethewey) 7 points 
A. Pegwell (20) WINNER   A. Art (5)  3, 3, 3, 1 
B. Whitstable  9, 4, 4     B. Butch    Dropped 
C. Margate   4, 3, 4    C. Cliff (2)   Dropped 
D. Canterbury (10) Dropped   D. Diane   Dropped 
 
CLANGERS  (Steve Ham) 24 points BANDS   (Chris Hibbert)  19 points 
A. Major Clanger  (8) 4, 4, 4, 9  A. Talking Heads (11) 3, 10, 3, 3 
B. Mother Clanger  (8) 4, 4, 3   B. Romeo Void (6) 8, 4, 3 
C. Tiny Clanger (5) 3, 3, 9   C. Pretenders     3, 3, 4 
D. Soup Dragon  (3) 3, 3, 3   D. Blondie  (2)  3, 4, 9 
 
FANTASTIC FLYING PELONTASTICS (Bob P.) 7 pts  SKY SPORTS  (Arthur Owen) 11 points 
A. Father Christmas (3) 4, 4, 3, 6   A. EFL (11)  Dropped  
B. Harry Potter (4) Dropped   B. Racing  Dropped 
C. Mary Poppins 3, 3, 3     C. Cricket  Dropped 
D. Dumbo  7, 4, 4     D. Boxing  Dropped  
 
The final positions and scores can now be calculated. Pretenders will finish second (16 points), Father 
Christmas third (12 points), Whitstable fourth (10 points), Mother Clanger fifth (8 points), Dumbo sixth (6 
points), Talking Heads seventh (4 points) and Tiny Clanger eighth (2 points). The final scores are. 
 
Cool Park Runnings   20 + 10 + 10 = 40 
Bands     11 + 6 + 2 + 16 + 4 = 39 
Clangers    8 + 8 + 5 + 3 + 8 + 2 = 34 
Fantastic Flying Pelontontastics 3 + 4 + 12 + 6 = 25 
Sky Sports    11 = 11 
Alpha Blockers   5 + 2 = 7 
 

Congratulations to Cool Park Runnings (John Walker) 
Game end statements are welcome. 
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Bus Boss (Easter Island) BB389IDP 
 

Round Eleven  
 

 PIT 
Brad 
Blue 

GREEN 
Roger 
Green 

MOA 
Bob 

Purple 

MARS 
John 

Orange 

36. Tepu (44) - Rapa Nui 
Museum (26) 

 15 
- 2 + 2 

 
+ 1 

15 
+ 2 – 2 - 1 

37. Mataveri Airport (15) - 
Ahu Hanga Poukura (66) 

10 
- 2 

 10 
+ 2 + 2 

10 
- 2 

38. Puna Pau (31) - Ranu 
Aroi (41) 

 15 15  

39. Vaihu (64) - Quarry 
(Sp4) 

10 
- 1 

 10 10 
+ 1 

40. Rikiriki (12) - Ahu 
Tongariki (55) 

  30 
- 2 

 
+ 2 

41. Ahu Mahatua (51) - 
Ahu Te Peu (34) 

 10 
- 6 

 
+ 3 

20 
+ 6 - 3 

42. Petroglyphs (Sp6) - 
Hanga Roa (22) 

 15 
+ 3 

15 
- 3 

 

 

Last Turn 306 322 329 260 

Points from Races 17 52 83 58 

Points Total 323 374 412 318 

Congratulations to MOA (Bob Gingell) 
Game end statements are welcome. 

Bus Boss (Easter Island) BB391IDP 
 

Round Eleven  
 

 TEAR 
Kev 

Green 

NAH 
Martin 
Red 

BIRDMAN 
Richard 

Blue 

29. Akahanga (63) - 
Volcano (Sp3) 

15  15 

30. Beach (Sp2) - Ana Heu 
(35) 

 15 
+ 5 

15 
- 5 

31. White Virgins Cave 
(53) - Rikiriki (12) 

15 
- 8 + 1 

 
+ 2 

15 
+ 8 – 1 - 2 

32. Ahu Mahatua (51) - 
Rapa Nui Museum (26) 

10 20  

33. Hanga Roa (21) - North 
Coast (36) 

 15 
+ 3 - 4 

15 
- 3 + 4 

34.Anakena (43) - Rano 
Raraku (62) 

15 
- 1 

15 
+ 1 

 

35. Hotels (16) - Ranu Aroi 
(41) 

10 
- 4 

10 
- 4 

10 
+ 4 + 4 

 

Last Turn 271 308 307 

Points from Races 53 78 79 

Points Total 324 386 386 
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The sixth and final set of races is. 
36. Ana Te Nui (54) - Tepu (44):   37. Terevaka (46) - Ahu Akivi (33):   38. Poike (52) - Vaihu (64)   
39. Important Moai (Sp1) - Orongo (11):   40. Mataveri International Airport (15) - Puna Pau (31)   
41. Quarry (Sp4) - Tahai (25):      42. Hanga Roa (22) - Ahu Hanga Poukura (66)   
    
Enter up to five races. Good luck everyone.  
 
 

Bus Boss (Lehigh Valley) BB400LHV 
 

Round Four 
 
TEAR Hellerstown – Fogelsville 
Kev Lee  BANK: 84 – 11 = 73 
Black 
 
GLEE Lehigh Valley Turnpike Exit - Fogelsville - Connection to Reading: Easton - 
Philipsburg 
Bob Gingell  BANK: 84 – 12 = 72 
Purple 
 
VRE Macungie - Emmaus - Limeport – Connection to Quakertown 
Brad Martin BANK: 85 – 12 = 73 
Blue 
 
ROGER Bowmantown - Lehigh Valley Turnpike exit:  Easton - Riegelville. 
Roger Trethewey  BANK: 86 – 12 = 74 
Green 
 
The build order for next round is Bob, Brad, Roger, and Kev. 
 
 
 
Question 
 
Bob Can you clarify what are the routes west of Fogelsville? There seems to be an extra 
route to the junction but not beyond it and a slash that seems to indicate an extra section on the 4-length 
route from Fogelsville to Maxatawny (which would make it length 5). I suspect that both are typos and west 
of Fogelsville there are only two routes, one length 3 due west and the other length 4 to Maxatawny. The 
Bus Boss answer can wait as it will not affect my orders this round and is unlikely to affect others yet. 

There should be two routes west to the connections to Reading and only one to Maxatawny. I think I 

must have deleted this when I added the Maxatawny – Reading Connections link. 
 
 

Bus Boss (Lehigh Valley) BB401LHV 
 

Round Three 
 
TOKEN ABE Airport – Bath – Tadmor: Bethlehem – Fountain Hill 
Martin Walker  BANK: 87 – 12 = 75 
Orange 
 
LV Easton - Hellertown 
Arthur Owen BANK: 86 – 10 = 76  
Blue 

Arthur – your builds have to connect to your existing track. 
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???? Kintnerville – Milford - Bloomsbury 
Ian Owen BANK: 86 – 12 = 74 
Green 
 
PPL Allentown – Lanark - Coopersburg 
Jacqueline Reader BANK: 84 – 10 - 74 
Red 
 
PUB Fogelsville - Trexertown - Maxatawny - Connection for Reading 
Richard Smith BANK: 86 – 12 = 74 
Black 
 
The build order for next round is Arthur, Ian, Jacqueline, Richard, and Martin. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Fair Means or Foul 6 
 

Round Seven 
 

 Brendan Whyte Brad Martin John Walker Arthur Owen 

Cheques 1, 13 2, 11, 14, 23 3, 10, 15, 22 9, 16, 21 

Thieves 4, 9 3, 10 (2), (11) 1, 12 

Location next turn Auction House Castle Castle Castle 

 

2/1 3/2 4/2 5/3 3/2 4/2 4/2 2/1 3/2 4/2 4/2 3/2 4/2 2/1 

  BM, 
JW 

 BW, 
AO 

         

5/3 3/2 4/2 5/3 3/2 4/2 2/1 3/2 4/2 3/2 4/2 2/1 5/3 Finish 

              

 
 
 
Auction House 
 
Baron Brad offers 14K for Charlie Chaplin’s boots narrowly outbidding his antipodean rival Brendan. Lord 
Arthur forgot where he was and was easily outbid by his rivals. 
 
Castle 
 
Earl Walker put on a fine display for the public, including a Dancing Figure (D 1831), Musical Mickey 
Mouse (C 1931) and a Prussian Cavalry Soldier (C 1935).  
 
Please can you send in orders for your first action and second location (auction house or castle) for next 
round; the location can be made provisional upon the outcome of the next round. At the auction next month 
are Bata Shoes Poster (B 1940) and a Laughing Cow Cheese Poster (B 1934). In Jail are John’s Thief 2 
and John’s Thief 11. 
Rules for this game can be found at https://variablepig.org/rules/fmof.html 
 

* * * * * 
 

 

https://variablepig.org/rules/fmof.html
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The Golden Strider 5 
 

Round Three 
 
Kenyan Hills pulls ahead, followed by The Lone Ranger, but everyone else bunches up, closely behind. 
Terry Knott re-joins the pack, moving from 8th to joint 3rd and picks up a huge penalty for doing so. 
 

P S Runner Cards P D M B R O 

1 8 Kenyan Hills 
Bob Pitman 

5,0, 7/0, 9/0, 5/1, 7/2, 
6/3 

7/0 0 4 3 6/3 2 

2 7 Lone Ranger 
Arthur Owen 

6/0, 8/0, 8/0, 3/1, 7/2, 
7/3 

6/0 0 3 3 7/3 1 

3 6 Silver Strider 
John Walker 

5/0, 5/0, 7/0, 9/1, 8/2, 
9/3 

5/0 0 1 4 9/3 - 

3 6 Holly Jockeystix 
Allan Stagg 

4/0, 6/0, 7/0, 8/1, 8/2, 
7/3 

4/0 0 1 3 7/3 - 

3 6 Bill Player 
Ian Owen 

6/0, 7/0, 8/0, 4/1, 7/2, 
9/3 

6/0 0 2 4 9/3 - 

3 6 Mo Phal 
Steve Ham 

2/0, 7/0, 9/0, 9/1, 9/2, 
1/3 

2/0 0 2 0 2/3 - 

3 6 Kelly Watson 
Richard Smith 

6/0, 6/0, 6/0, 8/1, 9/2, 
9/3 

6/0 0 2 4 9/3 - 

3 6 Terry Knott 
Chris Hibbert 

4/0, 7/0, 8/0, 10/1, 6/2, 
3/3 

4/0 0 3 1 4/3 5 

 
Rules for this game can be found at https://variablepig.org/rules/golden.html Please send your moves for 
next round. This is a 70-space race, not steeplechase. 
 
Question 
 
Steve Ham Could you possibly remind us each week how long is the race? 
Chris Hibbert Is the race to 70?  I have that written down, but I can't find where that's from and the rules 
specify a shorter race. 

The Golden Strider game is a 70-space race, per the game start in issue 184. You’re the second 

person to ask so I must remember to include this in the report. 
 
Allan Stagg One minor correction - Richard's and my replacement cards from Turn 1 should be shown as 
8/1 rather than 8/0. 

Corrected – thanks Allan. 
 
Bob Pitman I totally missed the 9 in Golden Strider, I remember thinking it was odd but thought I’d picked 
up some positional bits so good catch by Steve! 
 

* * * * * 
 

Grand National 3 
 

Round Six 
 
The lead changes again as Zaisan races into the lead as his stablemate Zocalo falls. The horses continue 
to jockey for position but there are only two fallers this turn. 
 

https://variablepig.org/rules/golden.html


 

 

Variable Pig  24  Essex 
 

 
 
The 13th and 14th fences are both plain fences where the trouble number is the lowest number of jump 
points played by a horse.  
 
The following horses, played by the GM, will also start the race, and move as described below. 
 
MISTER CONSISTENT (16 at each fence) 
LOUNGE LIZARD (21 at the Chair, 12 + D6 at each other fence) 
FADE AWAY (23 at the start then reducing by 1 at each odd numbered fence thereafter) 
SLOW RISER (9 at the start then increasing by 1 at each odd numbered fence thereafter) 
METRO GNOME (19 at odd numbered fences and 14 at even numbered fences) 
CHAOS THEORY (5D6 – 1) 
 
Rules for this game can be found at https://variablepig.org/rules/grandnational.html 

 

 

Hare and Tortoise 6 
 

Game Six –  Round Three 
 
Big Bertie had a simple choice to kick off round three and leapt at the opportunity to move to a vacant 
lettuce square. Rascal’s choice was taken, so he edged forward one space to wait for another opportunity. 
Alice could not wait any longer and moved past Bertie, glaring in envy, to the carrot square at 51. Tommy 
was another whose hopes for the lettuce square were foiled and he also just edged forward one space. 

Player Horse JP at Fence 

Eleven (Open 

Ditch: TNs are 4 

and 7

JP at Fence 

Twelve (Plain. TN 

is lowest JP) Comments Penalties

Starting JP JP after Fence 

Twelve

Chris Hibbert Zaisan 1 3 402 398
Richard Smith Rubbish Tip 2 9 399 388
John Walker Horse 3 11 399 385
Roger Trethewey Creeper 10 9 403 384
Dane Maslen Ankle 1 11 396 384
Roger Trethewey Crawler 11 10 401 380
Steve Ham The Next One 1 11 392 380
Mike Townsend Hopping Mad 14 10 403 379
Natalie Amery Global Pandemic 10 6 401 385
Richard Smith Hello Sweetie 1 10 389 378
John Walker Human 1 13 391 377
Steve Guest Overproofed Rum 1 11 388 376
Dane Maslen Red Bum 3 12 383 368
Michael Pargman Rapid 1 11 379 367
NPC Slow Riser 14 14 390 362
Steve Guest Spiced Rum 9 12 380 359
Steve Ham The Last One 13 12 381 356
Allan Stagg Neddy 1 12 368 355
Allan Stagg Dobbin 13 14 362 335
Arthur Owen Red Rum 15 16 350 319
NPC Lounge Lizard (12+d6) 14 18 345 313
NPC Mr Consistent 16 16 340 308
Ian Owen Jules the Mule 18 20 345 307
NPC Chaos Theory (5d6-1) 19 17 340 304
Arthur Owen Blue Gin 16 18 338 304
NPC Metro Gnome 19 14 335 302
Ian Owen Little Donkey 16 18 324 290
NPC Fade Away 18 18 270 234

Chris Hibbert Zocalo 2 2 Falls fence 12

Natalie Amery Emergency Measures 7 Falls fence 11

Michael Pargman Rival Falls Fence 10

NPC Aquarius (2d6+9) Falls fence 9

NPC Mediator (3d8) Falls fence 9

Jon Carter Mad Hatter Falls fence 8

Mike Townsend Crazy Frog Falls fence 8

Jon Carter March Hare Falls fence 5

NPC Middle Man (Median) Falls fence 4

Brendan Whyte Beta Test Falls Fence 2

Tom Howell Tripp Falls Fence 2

Brendan Whyte Alpha Male Falls Fence 1

Tom Howell Oops Falls Fence 1

https://variablepig.org/rules/grandnational.html
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Bouncing Bunny was another doing the absolute minimum to keep going. John W, in his correct position 
of 61 (not 61 as reported last issue) collected 10 more carrots. Big Bertie finished the round enjoying his 
first lettuce. 
 

Player Start Square Finish Square Carrots Lettuces Next Turn 

Bouncing Bunny 
Brad Martin 

58 57 9 2 4 

 
John Walker 

62 62 73 3 5 

Big Bertie 
Kev Lee 

59 54 
Eat lettuce 

54 2 6 

Rascal 
Arthur Owen 

57 56 53 2 1 and 7 

Alice 
John Marsden 

55 51 38 3 2 

Tommy 
Ian Owen 

60 59 28 3 3 

 
Please send your moves for round three next time. Please also remember to include provisional orders for 
your moves in case your target square(s) is blocked. Rules and the map for this game can be found at 
https://variablepig.org/rules/haretort.html 

 

Maneater 5 
Round Four 
 
Corrections 
 
Unfortunately, there are a few more corrections from last round – my apologies for the GM errors and 
thanks to everyone for continuing to report them. 
 

1. Easy one to start with – Roger should have had three points from last round and not Kev. The 
scores have been corrected. 

2. In Game 4, Ian’s shark should have eaten Roger’s blue swimmer whole, not just his leg. Ian’s 
score has also been corrected. 

3. Kev’s blue swimmer ended last round at 224 (red herring) not 200 as reported. This did not affect 
the Shark’s move this round so the game has not been held over. 

 
Game One Red Roger has cramp and cannot move this round, but fortunately the shark is a 
long way away. Kev Green swam onto the rocks at A, Blue Ian headed back further away from the shore 
and Arthur Yellow stayed close to the rocks at B, dangerously close to the shark who took a leg. 
 
Game Two Red Kev made his way to the rocks at A, while Ian Green skirted the rocks further 
back. John Yellow stayed close to the western edge as he continued heading towards home. The shark, 
still sated from his meal last round passed close enough by to snaffle another leg. 
 
Game Three  Red Ian decided to swim straight towards home beach with Arthur Green still 
trailing in his wake. John Blue swam onto the rocks at B, watched by an interested shark, and Roger 
Yellow  continued towards home. 
 
Game Four Red Arthur was another heading to the rocks at A with John Green following close 
behind. Kev Yellow turned back as he saw a tidal wave approaching that carried him and the John back 
Northwest. The shark, however, was too bloated to move far. 
 
Game Five Red John continued to try to swim to safety, trailing blood behind him. Roger Green 
was put off by the blood and diverted away. Kev Blue tried to work off his cramp while Ian Yellow made a 
beeline towards beach C. The shark continued to follow the blood but could not attack his victim again (this 
round). 

https://variablepig.org/rules/haretort.html
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 Game 1  Game 2  Game 3  Game 4  Game 5  

SHARK 
 

John 178 Roger 209 Kev 123 Ian 163 Arthur 50 

RED 
SWIMMER 

Roger 10 Kev A Ian 60 Arthur A John 
(1 leg) 

49 

GREEN 
SWIMMER 

Kev A Ian 37 Arthur 62 John 99 Roger 74 

BLUE 
SWIMMER 

Ian 202 Arthur RIP John B Roger 
 

RIP Kev 224 

YELLOW 
SWIMMER 

Arthur 
(1 leg) 

166 John 
(1 leg) 

199 Roger 207 Kev 224* Ian 176 

 
Rules for this game, including the map, can be found at Maneater Postal Rules (variablepig.org). Please 
send moves for each game next turn. 
 
Scores 
 
Roger 4 
Ian 3  

Arthur 1 
John 1 
Kev 0 
 

* * * * * 
 

Puerto Rico 
 

Game Ten – Round Seven 
 

Player Doubloons VP Goods Buildings Plantations 

John Walker 0 0 1 indigo Large Indigo Plant (√, √, x) 
Small Market (√) 
Hospice (√) 
Coffee Roaster (√, x) 

Indigo (√, x, √) 
Quarry (√, √, √) 
Coffee (√) 

Kev Lee 10 2 1 sugar 
 

Small Sugar Mill (√) 
Small Market (√) 
Small Indigo Plant (√) 
Coffee Roaster (√, x) 

Indigo (√) 
Sugar (√) 
Coffee (√, x) 
Corn (√) 
Tobacco (x) 

Chris Hibbert 0 2 1 corn 
2 tobacco 

Construction Hut (√) 
Tobacco Storage (√, √, x) 
Small Warehouse (√) 
Small Sugar Mill (x) 

Corn (√) 
Tobacco (√, √) 
Quarry (√, √, √, √) 

Allan Stagg 2 6 3 corn 
3 tobacco 

Hospice (√) 
Tobacco Storage (√, √, √) 

Corn (√, √, √) 
Tobacco (√, √) 
Quarry (√) 

 
Correction – Kev’s Small Market should have been manned after last Mayor phase and his Indigo plant is 
unmanned. 
 
Chris takes the Settler and takes the final quarry (you need a Hacienda to get a random plantation). Allan 
passes (order not possible), John takes a coffee plantation which he mans from his Hospice and Kev takes 
an Indigo plantation. 
 

http://variablepig.org/rules/maneater.html
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Allan takes the Craftsman (+ 2 doubloons) and produces 3 corn and 2 tobacco; John produces an indigo; 
Kev produces 1 sugar, and 1 coffee and Chris produces 1 corn and 2 tobacco. Allan then produces 
another tobacco as his privilege. 
John takes the Mayor and mans his Large Indigo plant, Coffee Roaster and Small Market; Kev mans his 
Small Indigo Plant and Indigo Plantation; Chris mans both his Quarries and Allan mans his Tobacco 
Storage. Four more settlers board the colony ship. 
Kev takes the Trader (+1 doubloon) and trades his coffee for 6 doubloons. The trading house is then 
emptied. 
 
The play order for the seventh turn is Allan, John, Kev, and Chris. There are 4 colonists on the colony ship. 
The 6 ship holds 1 sugar, and the 5 and 7 ships are still empty. The trading house is empty. The plantations 
available this turn are sugar, coffee, corn, coffee, corn, and indigo. There are + 1 doubloon bonuses on the 
Prospector and Builder roles and a + 2 doubloon bonus on the Captain. 
 

Building Cost Victory 
Points 

Availabl
e 

Tiles Available 

Small Indigo Plant 1 1 3 Quarry 1 of 8 

Small Sugar Mill 2 1 2 Corn Tiles 0 of 8 (3 discard) 

Small Market 1 1 2 Indigo Tiles 2 of 11 (3 discard) 

Hacienda 2 1 2 Sugar Tiles 4 of 10 (4 discard) 

Construction Hut 2 1 1 Tobacco Tiles 0 of 8 (3 discard) 

Small Warehouse 3 1 1 Coffee Tiles 1 of 8 (2 discard) 

Large Indigo Plant 3 2 2   

Large Sugar Mill 4 2 3 Goods Available 

Hospice 4 2 0 Corn Goods 6 of 10 

Office 5 2 2 Indigo Goods 10 of 11 

Large Market 5 2 2 Sugar Goods 8 of 11 

Large Warehouse 6 2 2 Tobacco Goods 4 of 9 

Tobacco Storage 5 3 1 Coffee Goods 9 0f 9 

Coffee Roaster 6 3 1   

Factory 7 3 2 Colonists 32 remaining from 75 

University 8 3 2   

Harbour 8 3 2 Victory Points 90  remaining from 100 

Wharf 9 3 2   

Guild Hall 10 4 1   

Residence 10 4 1   

Fortress 10 4 1   

Customs House 10 4 1   

City Hall 10 4 1   

 

Railway Rivals 
 

RR Game LXXVI – RR2378PE – Pern Map – Game End Statements 
 
Bob Gingell (DRAGON), 1st A strong finish and helped by a good connection to Ista and not too 
disadvantaged by weak connections to the east. I think Christian's central E-W route should have done 
better, and question whether Ista Hold should lose Special Run #6 as four destinations based in that island 
seem too many. Maybe find a replacement for #6 since Valley Hold will always be much better than the 
rather remote Nerat: the Snowy Wastes in the north perhaps?. How did the Benden Weyr starts do in other 
games? As I have said before, I think that +1 for weyr half-hexes rather than full mountain-style +2 might be 
better. Thanks all for the game. 
 
Christian Bien (BIEN), 2nd I had never heard of "Dragonriders of Pern" before. Well, it wasn't really 
important for the game. I always had a good feeling in the game. I have a lot of respect for the fact that Bob 
was able to gain such a huge lead. Great job. Many thanks to my opponents and many thanks to the GM 
for directing the game.  
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Jim Reader (GM)  This was a dominant win for Bob, as he took advantage of Arthur’s diversions 
in the opening builds to gain a commanding position from the West. Arthur’s less direct routes also gave 
Bob a racing advantage for most of the Western races. I agree with Bob that Christian’s central E-W route 
looks good, but it maybe took too long to connect. The two Benden starts look closely matched, with 
Christian’s control of the Nerat peninsula probably the difference.  
    Bob’s comment about the map is valuable, as was his help with the design. I 
always wanted the weyrs to be hill towns, consistent with the books, but maybe reducing the cost to +1 per 
half hex might work better. Thanks to everyone for playing and congratulations to Bob for an easy win. 
 
 

RR Game LXXVII – RR2379PE – Pern Map – Game End Statements 
 
Richard Smith (THREAD), 1st I very much enjoyed this map, its design led to many interesting 
options. Given that there were several peninsulas for monopoly opportunities, and Bus Boss scoring, my 
percentage line probably shouldn't have won but it was pretty decent. Judy and Bob did manage to cash in 
on their monopolies, but I think Andy was a little unlucky. 
 
Bob Pitman (F’ARTED), 2nd Well that all went horribly wrong! Congratulations on Richard for a good win, 
close run. I can’t put a finger on anything that would have saved it for me, apart from just one more win and 
glory would have been mine! but Pern is safe from Thread for another pass and has a decent public 
transportation system! Good game well fought. 
 
Andy York (APT), 4th  Well, that was a disappointing result. Great ending for Richard, and thanks to 
Jim for running the game. 
 
Jim Reader (GM)  This was the closest of the three games with the two Benden starts faring 
best. All four lines were competitive, although Andy maybe needed to find a way further east. Bob was a 
little unlucky, having led for much of the game. Thanks to everyone for trying out the map and 
congratulations once more to Richard. 
 
 

RR Game LXXVII – RR2380PE – Pern Map – Game End Statements 
 
Martin Walker (FOOR), 1st I like the map, my network was pretty much done by the end of the building 
round and towards the end the others were closing in, thanks for the game Jim. 
 
Roger Trethewey (GREEN), 2nd Congratulations to Martin. I was pleased with the way the game went, 
but Martin was always too far ahead to be caught. It is a very interesting map. Thanks to JIm for the 
running of it. 
 
Natalie Amery (WR), 4th I don’t have any really useful game end statement other than to note that the 
map is a lot more complex than I’d initially thought and I’ll have to plan better if I play it again! 
 
Jim Reader (GM)  This game finished much closer than it might have been as Brad and Roger 
fought back. Martin was always in a strong position, as Natalie paid a high price for opening with a build 
from Fort Weyr to Fort Hold leaving Martin with a big advantage in the West. Roger’s green line looks very 
efficient, and I wonder if he might have caught up with another set of races. Thanks to everyone for trying 
out the map and congratulations once more to Martin. 
 
 

RR Game LXXVIII – RR2403OT – Otago and Southland Map – Round 11  
 
Corrections 
 

1. I forgot to charge MAR 1 point for his build last round. 
2. MAR should have received 10 points for second place in race 23 last round, not 18 as reported 

(MAR – 8). 
 

MOA  (Z14) - Gore 
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 OTB2D3DM 
Brendan 

Blue 

GREEN 
Roger 
Green 

MOA 
Bob 

Brown 

MAR 
Michael 

Red 

PINOT 
Steve 

Orange 

NNA 
Jon 

Black 

29. Alexandra (63) - 
Winton (16) 

20 
+ 4 + 3 - 1 

 0 
- 4 

10 
- 3 

 
+ 1 

 

30. Clyde (64) - 
Livingstone / Dunback 
(54) 

10 
+ 2 

 
+ 2 

10 
- 2 - 7 

  10 
- 2 + 7 

31. Port (Sp2) - Riverton 
(13) 

0 
- 5 

 10 
+ 5 + 6 

 20 
- 6 

 

32. Lime (Sp4) - Naseby 
/ Ranfurly (55) 

10     20 

33. Waikaia / Waikaka 
(25) - Milton (41) 

   20 
- 5 + 3 

10 
+ 5 - 3 

 

34. Port Chalmers (44) - 
Balclutha (34) 

 20 
+ 3 

 10 
- 3 

  

35. Kingston (21) - 
Matuara / Kaitangata (32) 

  0 
+ 7 + 6 

20 
- 7 – 1 + 2 

 
+ 1 

10 
- 6 - 2  

 

Last Turn 181.5 89 160.5 254 194 129 

Points from Races 43 25 31 46 28 37 

Corrections    - 9 (1, 2)   

Builds   - 1    

Points Total 224.5 114 190.5 291 222 166 

 
The sixth and final set of races is. 
36. Timber (Sp5) - Cromwell (65):     37. Queenstown / Hawea (66) - Gore (31)   
38. Waimate (51) - Waikouaiti (45):   39. Oamaru (53) - Lumsden (23):   40. Bluff (11) - Palmerston (46) 
41. Edendale / Owaka (35) - Coal (Sp3):    42. Ohai (15) - Mossburn (22)   
Enter up to five races and good luck everybody. 
 
 

RR Game LXXIX – RR2405BO - Bolivia Map – Round Ten 
 

 GREEN 
Roger 
Green 

USELESS 
Dane 
Red 

PHRYGIA 
Chris 

Purple 

LLAMA 
Richard 

Blue 

22. Yacuiba (66) - San 
Matias (55) 

20 
- 1 

5 JR 
- 2 

5 JR 
- 1 

 
+ 1 + 3 

23. Cobija (11) - Sucre (45)    10 
+ 8 - 6 

 20 
- 8 + 6 

24. Cochabamba (35) - 
Peru (Sp3) 

10 
- 1 - 2 

 10 
+ 1 

10 
+ 2 

25. Paraguay (Sp6) - Puerto 
Heath (14)   

 20   

26. Potosi (46) - Oruro (34)  10 
- 6 

0 
- 7 

20 
+ 6 + 7 

27. San Jose de Chiquitos 
(54) - Trinidad (25) 

20 
+ 5 

 10 
- 5 

 

28. Magdalena (23) - Uyuni 
(61)   

   20 

 

Last Turn 156 201 149 190 

Points from Races 51 39 13 97 

Builds - 6 
- 1 + 1 + 1 

- 2 - 5 
+ 1 – 1 + 1 

- 6 
- 1 - 1 

Points Total 202 238 158 279 
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Green:  (S39) - Tarija;  (Y25) - Z24 - - - Z23 - Z22 
USELESS: (B65) - C66 - San Ignacio de Velasco 
Phrygia: (M9) - N8 - N7 – N6 - N5: (N6) - Riberalta 
LLAMA: (X26) - - - Y26 - Y25 - Y24: (E29) – Apolo   
 
The fifth set of races is. 
29. Santa Ana del Yacuma (22) - Cochabamba (36):   30. San Borja (24) - Montero (41)   
31. Guayaramerin (13) - Camiri (62):     32. Concepcion (52) - Santa Cruz (43): 
33. Riberalta (12) - El Alto (32)    34. Tarija (64) - Argentina (Sp4):     
35. San Ignacio de Velasco (53) - Chile (Sp5)   
Enter up to four races and built up to 6 points. 
 
 

RR Game LXXX – RR2450CH – China Map – Round Four 
 
ROGER  4a) 4. (P21) – P22 – P23 – P24 - P25, 
Roger Trethewey 4b) 4. (H58) – I59 – J59 - K60 - L59, 
Green   4c) 5. (L59) - M59 - N59 - O60; (P23) – Q23 - R24. 
   BANK: 39 – 3 + 5 (PEAR) – 1 (CH) = 40 
 
TEA   4a) 4. (I62) - H61 - G62 - F62 - E63, 
Richard Smith  4b) 4. (E63) - D63 - C64 - B64 - A65, 
Yellow   4c) 5. (A65) - Z25: (Paotow) - Q50 - Q49; (Taiyuan) - K55; (L63) - L64. 
    BANK: 50 – 1 + 1 (CB) – 1 (EIGHT) = 49 
 
PEAR 4a) 4. (B59) – C59 – D58 - E58 – Chengchow, 
Kev Lee 4b) 4. (Chengchow) - - - G59 – H59, 
Pink 4c) 5. (H59) – J60: (T28) – U29 – U30; (P22) – P21. 

   BANK: 21 + 3 – 5 (ROGER) – 1 + 1 (CH) – 6 (再没有名字) = 13 

 
CH   4a) 4. (W24) - - - V24 – U25, 
Bob Pitman  4b) 4. (O60) – P60 – Q61 – R61: (P60) - Teintsin, 
Red   4c) 5. (U25) - Nanchang – S25 – R25; (U30) – T29 – S30. 
    BANK: 46 + 1 (ROGER) + 1 – 1 (TEA) + 1 – 1 (PEAR) – 1 + 1 (EIGHT) – 1 (CB)  

   + 2 (PANDA) + 1 (再没有名字) = 49 

 
EIGHT   4a) 4. (R49) - Q49 - Q48 - P47 - O47, 
Steve Guest  4b) 4. (O47) - N47 – YINCHWAN - L46 - K46, 
Orange  4c) 5. (N61) - M61 - L61 - K62 - J61 - I61. 
   BANK: 31 + 6 + 4 (correction 1) + 1 - 1 (CH) + 1 (TEA) = 42 
 
CB   4a) 4. (D45) - - - E45, 1 short 
Arthur Owen  4b) 4. (E45) - - - F44 – G44, 
Black   4c) 5. (G44) – LANCHOW: (G44) – H44 – I44 – J44 – J45. 
   BANK: 35 + 6 + 1 (TEA) + 1 (CH) = 43 
 
PANDA  4a) 4. (Nanning) - E14 – E13: (E12) - D11 - D10,  
John Walker  4b) 4. (U7) – U6 – U6 – CHENGDU: (D10) - C10 / Vietnam, 
Blue   4c) 5. (Wuhan) – X21 - Y22: (I9) - H8 – H7. Build shortened by GM per correction 2. 
   BANK: 38 + 6 – 2 (CH) = 42 
 

再没有名字  4a) 4. (U30) - U29 - V28 - W28 - X28, 

Jon Carter  4b) 4. (X28) - Y28 - Z27 - A67: (D16) - D15, 
Brown   4c) 5. (A67) - - - B65 - B65 – C65. 
   BANK: 13 – 1 (CH) + 6 (PEAR) = 18 
 
The map is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/chinaRR.pdf. The fifth set of die rolls are 5a) 3, 5b) 6 
and 5c) 2.  
 

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/chinaRR.pdf
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Question 
 
Bob Pitman I think ROGER is missing some payments to CARTS (me) for joins & running alongside from 
Wuhan to Z20 – 3 per hex I think. 

ROGER did not parallel build alongside your track. CH track runs Wuhan – X20 – Y20 – Z20 and 

ROGER track runs Wuhan – W20 – X19 – Y19. 
 
Steve Guest Both TEA and CB paid me for a parallel build, but I only got credited for one.  

Correct – CB’s payment, which was paid, has been credited to you above (correction 1) 
 
Steve Guest PANDA's 3c build costs 6 not 5. 

This is also correct, I forgot to apply the cost for crossing the river. I reduced John’s build 

allowance by 1 in phase A this round (correction 2). 
 
Press 
 
Bob Pitman Gosh this is a tough old map to build on! 
 
John Walker Who thought Wuhan would be so popular? 
 
 

RR Game LXXXI – RR2451OR – Oregon Map – Round Four 
 
IWW   4a) 2. (D49) – E50 - F50, 
Brad Martin  4b) 6. (D49) – Albany: (F50) - G51 – Portland: (Klamath Falls) - - - A14, 
Blue   4c) 5. (A14) - B14 – B15 – C16 – D16 - E17. 
    BANK: 62 
 
ROGER  4a) 2. (J5) - J4 - Coos Bay, 
Roger Trethewey 4b) 6. (N12) - - - N13 - N14 - A55 - A56, 
Green   4c) 5. (A56) – B56 – C57 – D57 – E58 - F58. 
   BANK: 23 – 2 (HEART) – 1 + 2 (ORE) = 22 
 
ORE   4a) 2. (H51) – Portland - H49, 
John Marsden  4b) 6. (H49) – G49 – F48 – E48 – D47 – C47 - B46 
Orange  4c) 5. (H49) - Forrest Grove: (I68) - H68: (Condon) - F59. 
   BANK: 47 – 1 (IWW) – 2 + 1 (ROGER) = 45 
 
HEART  4a) 2. (M15) - L15 - K15, 
Steve Ham  4b) 6. (K15) – J15 – I16 – H16 – SILVER LAKE - F17 - F18, 
Purple   4c) 5. (M17) - L17 – L18 – L19 - L20 - M21. 
   BANK: 41 + 3 + 2 (ROGER) = 46 
  
The map is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/OregonRR.pdf.  The fifth set of die rolls are 5a) 5, 
5b) 3 and 5c) 3.  
 
 

RR Game LXXXII – RR2448HN – Honduras Map – Round Three 
 
HORN   3a) 5. (R17) – Comayagua: (R17) - - - La Paz: (W18) - W17, 
Richard Smith  3b) 5. (Yuscaran) - - - A52 - B52 – EL PARAISO, 
Blue   3c) 2. (A52) - B51 - C51. 
    BANK: 41 + 6 – 1 + 3 (BIEN) + 1 (CENT) = 50 
 
BIEN   3a) 5. (Comayagua) - - - Q17: (T15) - T14 - T13-, 
Christian Bien  3b) 5. (Q17) - - - P17: (T13) - T12: (W17) - W18, 
Orange  3c) 2. (A46) – A47 - A48. 
    BANK: 32 + 1 - 3 (HORN) – 1 (CENT) = 29 
 

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/OregonRR.pdf
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ROGER  3a) 5. (Camoyagua) – R17 - - - R18;  (Yoro) - W9, 
Roger Trethewey 3b) 5. (W9) – X8 - Y8 - - - Z8 
Green   3c) 2. (Z8) – A38 - OLANCHITO. 
    BANK: 45 + 6 + 1 (CENT) = 52 
 
CENT   3a) 5. (Q16) – Q17 – LA PAZ: (Q6) – CHOLOMA: (P13) - O14 - SIGUATEPEQUE, 
Martin Walker 3b) 5. (H13) - H14 – GRACIAS: (H13) - G14 – SANTA ROSA DE COPAN: (La Paz) - 

R18, 
Black   3c) 2. (R18) - S19 - T18. 
    BANK: 25 + 6 + 6 + 6 + 6 + 6 – 1 (HORN) + 1 (BIEN) – 1 (ROGER) = 54 
 
The map is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/hondurasrr.html .The third set of die rolls are 3a) 5, 
3b) 5 and 3c) 2. 
 
 

RR Game LXXXIII – RR2483BF – Burkina Faso Map – Game Start 
 
The start positions are as follows – 
 
Roger Trethewey  Company Name: Rides Over Ghana Ever Rough (ROGER) 
  Start: Ouagadougou (1st) 
 Colour: Green 
 
Judy Ferguson  Company Name: Onboard Geriatrics Driving Government Railways (OGDGR) 
 Start: Ouagadougou (1st) 
 Colour: Red 
 
Arthur Owen  Company Name: Volta 60 (V60) 
 Start: Bobo- Diaoulasso (2nd) 
 Colour: Blue 
 
Geoff Kemp  Company Name: N2BF 
 Start: Bobo- Diaoulasso (2nd) 
 Colour: Yellow 
 
Copies of the map can be found at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/burkinafasorr.html. The round 1 die rolls 
are 1a) 4, 1b) 6 and 1c) 2. 
 
 

RR Game LXXXIV – RR2484BF – Burkina Faso Map – Game Start 
 
The start positions are as follows – 
 
Bob Gingell  Company Name: Bring All Railways Fast (BARF) 
  Start: Bobo- Diaoulasso (1st) 
 Colour: Red 
 
Christian Bien  Company Name: Bien's International Express Network (BIEN) 
 Start: Bobo- Diaoulasso (2nd) 
 Colour: Yellow 
 
Steve Guest  Company Name: Yet Another Map (YAM) 
 Start: Ouagadougou (1st) 
 Colour: Orange 
 
Michael Pargman  Company Name: Terrible Railways on the African Plateau (TRAP) 
 Start: Ouagadougou (1st) 
 Colour: Green 
 

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/hondurasrr.html
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/burkinafasorr.html
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Copies of the map can be found at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/burkinafasorr.html. The round 1 die rolls 
are 1a) 3, 1b) 4 and 1c) 5. 
 
 

RR2485BF Round 0, GM Bob Gingell 
 
Game start is with four players, not three players as stated in the last issue of VP. That means two at each 
of the two large cities and all players got their first choice. Please send orders direct to Bob the GM as both 
Richard and Jim are playing in this game. Richard has produced some half maps that can be printed in A4 
and sellotaped to make an A3. 
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/burkina_faso_west.pdf 
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/burkina_faso_east.pdf. 
 
KWH (Kendo Woz Here) Richard Smith, blue 
   Start: Ouagadougou 
 
VOLTA (Very Old Locomotives Transport Africans) Brad Martin, brown 
   Start: Ouagadougou 
 
KENDONAGASAKI (Kingdom of Erudite Natives Demonstrating Origin of Navigation Around Grasslands 
And Savannahs to Achieve Knockout Investments) Jim Reader, yellow 
   Start: Bobo- Diaoulasso 
 
BuFFER (Burkina Fasos Fabulously Exciting Railway) Bob Pitman, red 
   Start: Bobo- Diaoulasso 
 
Round 1 build allowance: 5, 5, 5. Good luck to all. 
 
The rivers between K9/K10, K9/L9, Solenzo/O8, Solenzo/P7, P7/P6, P6/Q7, Q6/Q7, Pama/B65 and 
B65/B66 are intentionally shown as wider. These are all river lakes that cannot be bridged. 
 
There are one or two places where I had to remark the hex lines, notably the hexes on the North side of 
Orodara (town 12). This is an artifact of the Paint software (where I erased old river markings) used and 
does not have any effect on game play. There is also a couple NE of Banfora (town 14). 
 
All neighbouring countries have been marked in pastel shades to help delineate the borders. The borders 
are either marked in black where a land border exists, but in many cases the borders are marked by rivers 
and only the rivers are shown. The only exception to this is hex C41 (far West of map) which is in Mali, but 
for some reason I was unable to colour. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Robo Rally 5 
 

Round Ten 
 
An odd round sees the game come to an end. 1F movement cards were in very short supply and their 
absence foiled both Baymax and HBZS#1 in their attempts to win. BluBOTtle was the first to tag his third 
flag, but he was quickly displaced by a charging Dalekbot. BluBOTle found himself staring into the pit with 
one of the rare 1F cards to play next and plunged to his doom. Elsewhere, Big Data finally tagged his first 
flag and moved swiftly towards his second, while Mario Androidi manoeuvred towards his second. 
However, with his nearest rivals either falling into a pit or powered down, Dalekbot was able to stay on flag 
three to end the round and win the game, 
 
 
 
 

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/burkinafasorr.html
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/burkina_faso_west.pdf
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/burkina_faso_east.pdf
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Phase A 

Robot Card  Start End Final Actions 

Big Data 570 1F C19S D19S D19S Tags flag 1 

Mario Androidi 470 BU I21E I20E I20E  

HBZS#1 440 BU L20S K02S K20S Pushes Baymax to J20E. Shot by Baymax 

BluBOTtle 320 RT D26N D26E D26E  

Baymax 100 RT J20E J20S J20S Pushed by HBZS#1 to J20E. Shoots HBZS#1 

Dalekbot 010 UT A27S A27N A27N  

Cannon Fodder - A26N A26N A26N Power Down 

Robbie - K25E K25E K25E Power Down 

 
Phase B 

Robot Card  Start End Final Actions 

Big Data 750 2F D19S F19S F21S Conveyed to F21S 

BluBOTtle 460 BU D26E D27E D27E Tags flag 3. Shot by Dalekbot 

Mario Androidi 410 LT I20E I20N I20N Shot by Baymax 

HBZS#1 390 LT K20S K20E K20E Shoots Robbie 

Dalekbot 050 UT A27N A27S A27S Shoots BluBOTtle 

Baymax 040 UT J20S J20N J20N Shoots Mario Androidi 

Cannon Fodder - A26N A26N A26N Power Down 

Robbie - K25E K25E K25E Power Down. Shot by HBZS#1 

 
Phase C 

Robot Card  Start End Final Actions 

Dalekbot 840 3F A27S D27S D27S Tags flag 3. Pushes BluBOTtle to E27E 

HBZS#1 830 3F K20E K23E K23E Shoots Robbie 

Big Data 720 2F F21S H21S H21S Shot twice by board lasers 

Mario Androidi 590 1F I20N H20N H20N  

BluBOTtle 520 1F E27E Pit Pit Pushed by Dalekbot to E27E. Aaaarrrrgggghh! 

Baymax 030 UT J20N J20S J20S  

Cannon Fodder - A26N A26N A26N Power Down 

Robbie - K25E K25E K25E Power Down. Shot by HBZS#1 

 
Phase D 

Robot Card  Start End Final Actions 

Mario Androidi 820 3F H20N E20N E20N  

Baymax 810 3F J20S L20S L20S Blocked by wall 

Big Data 780 2F H21S J21S J21S  

Dalekbot 140 RT D27S D27W D27W  

HBZS#1 060 UT K23E K23W K23W  

BluBOTtle - Pit Pit Pit WHeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 

Cannon Fodder - A26N A26N A26N Power Down 

Robbie - K25E K25E K25E Power Down 

 
Phase E 

Robot Card  Start End Final Actions 

Mario Androidi 760 2F E20N C20N C20N  

Dalekbot 420 RT D27W D27N D27N Finishes on flag 3 and wins 

Baymax 270 LT L20S L20E L20E Repairs 1 damage 

HBZS#1 170 LT K23W K23S K23S  

Big Data 020 UT J21S J21N J21N  

BluBOTtle - Pit Pit Pit Thud, clank, bang……………………………….. (silence) 

Cannon Fodder - A26N A26N A26N Power Down 

Robbie - K25E K25E K25E Power Down 
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Status Report 
 

Player Robot Location Damage Lives 
Lost 

Archive Flags Registered 

Andy York Dalekbot D27N 1 0 D27 1, 2, 3 WINS 

Brendan Whyte BluBOTtle (D27) 2 1 K21 1, 2, 3 

Steve Ham Cannon Fodder A26N 0 0 K21 1, 2 

Bob Pitman HBZS#1 K23S 5 0 D27 1, 3 

Chris Hibbert Mario Androidi C20N 1 0 K21 2 

Bob Gingell Baymax L20E 2 0 A20 1, 3 

Michael Pargman Robbie K25E 2 2 D27 1, 3 

Richard Smith Big Data J21N 2 0 B2 1 

 
Questions 
 
Brendan Whyte Richard is at C19S on the map but B20S in the final table. From the report, C19S 
seems correct. I am at C26N on the map and D26N in the final table. From the report, D26N seems correct. 
orders, based on D26N for me. 

Correct on both accounts (C19S and D26N)– when in doubt, use the final position from the table for 

Phase E as this should be the most accurate. I should copy this over to the Location in the status 

table, but I do sometimes miss this. Richard kindly creates the map, but he can also make mistakes. 
 
Bob Pitman A late question on the RR Sparta board. I got 4 damage from Baymax but ended up 
on a repair site – should I have got a repair of some of Baymax’s damage? 

I allowed Bob to repair, but on further review, this was a mistake. However, it would not have 

affected the final outcome. A powered down robot does not have the option of taking optional 

equipment. The robot remains powered down until the entire turn is over, after end-of-turn board 

effects. A powered down robot cannot fire weapons, receive option cards, tag checkpoints (if pushed 

onto them), update archive locations (ditto), or use turn programmed cards (for example, Shield). It 

cannot use any options unless the options specifically say they can be used while a robot is powered 

down. The robot basically becomes a lump that can be pushed around and suffer damage. 
 
Whinges 
 
Bob Gingell Thanks for these (cards). My RoboRally cards are awful, but I suppose I should not 
complain after a few good rounds. So big decision is headless chicken or power down. 
Bob Pitman Getting to be a familiar refrain! “An F, an F The Zirzla Empire for an F”... and the 
victory post was in sight when the horseshoe nail problem killed us! 
 

 

Congratulations to Dalekbot (Andy York) 
Game end statements are welcome. 
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Sopwith T-365VP 
 

Round Twenty-Seven 
 
The two remaining pilots head in the opposite directions after so many rounds in close combat. 
 

Pilot Starts Moves Ends A:D:P 

2 Gossamer Heron 
Chris Hibbert 
Start: A1 
[+5 points correction] 

24) P18SW 
25) O15W 

26) N12NW 
27) O10W 

24) RT – A – RS 
25) A, fA – A – RT 
26) LT fL – LS – A 
27) LT – LT - LT 

24) O15W 
25) N12NW 
26) Q10W 
27) Q12E 

0:7:14 

3 Cameltoe (ACE) 
John Walker 
Start: A10 

24) M12SE 
25) N13SE 
26) O14NW 
27) M11NW 

24) A – O – O 
25) RS, fA, fR – I – RS 

26) LS – A – A 
27) RS – A - A 

24) N13SE 
25) O14NW 
26) M11NW 
27) J9NW 

13:5:12 

5 The Ode-ace-ious One 
John Marsden 
Start: S19 

   Shot down turn 26, 
15 points 

1 Avey Ate Her 
Brendan Whyte 
Start: J1 

   Shot down turn 15, 
6 points 

4 The Mystery Pilot (ACE) 
Brad Martin 
Start: J19 

   Shot down turn 10. 
11 points 

6 Red Baron 
Arthur Owen 
Start: S10 

   Shot down turn 4 

 

  

2 

3 
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       Here Be Drag0ns Issue 43 
Let’s not play darts.  

After all the razmataz of the walk-ons, Ian did a runner (NMR), Arthur followed him to find out what was 
up. (Arthur – I received your orders but it looked like you had used an accuracy counter twice. Let me know 
if you need the rules reprinting). 

This left Dirty Roger and Gutbucket Jim looking perplexed. After a quick consultation it was decided to 
quickly rearrange the draw so they could play each other. 

Dirty Roger strode up to the oche. Playing safe on the left-hand side of the board, he was certainly on song, 
with only missing the treble slot once. 

First dart 3x11 (5-no effect) = 33 Second dart 3x11(4 inward) = 11 Third dart 3x11 (6-no effect) = 33 501-77 
= 434  

Counters remaining = Triples 5, Concentration, Accuracy 1-clockwise 3-outward 5-no effect 

Gutbucket Jim, was more expansive, getting a feel for the board. His big double top, with his third dart, 
kept him on par with Roger. 

First dart 3x11 (2 anticlock)=  24 Second dart 2x10 (4 inward) = 10 Third dart 2x20 (6 no effect) = 40 501 – 
74 = 437 

Counters remaining = Triples 7, Concentration, Accuracy 1-clockwise 2-anti-clockwise 3-outward 

Arthur and Ian, you can still play. Here is an example of some orders you might want to submit.: 

Aim for 3 three triple twenties. Play accuracy counters 1 2 & 3. Please note you start with 6 accuracy 
counters (1 to 6). A separate one needs to be selected for each of your opponent’s first 6 throws. After this 
they are refreshed. The full rules can be found in issue 41 on the variable pig website. 

 
Strategic Sumo Richard is looking for a heavyweight challenger. Anyone up to accept? Here are the rules: 

• Sumo is a one-dimensional representation of a Sumo wrestling bout by Tony Reeves. 

• The game is for 2 players or a tournament, and there are 5 turns per bout. 

• Each bout lasts a maximum of 5 turns. 

• The ring is represented by a linear track seventeen spaces long. 

• A counter is placed on the central space of the track at the start of the bout and is moved to the left 

or right depending on the outcome of each round. 

• If the counter is pushed beyond the end of the track, then the bout is over as one contestant has 

pushed his opponent out of the ring. 

• Each player begins the game with 6 cards values 1 to 5 inclusive and 1 kachi-age card. This can be 

played on any turn. This will add 1 to the players number card. i.e. if they play a four it will count as 

a five. 

• Players simultaneously reveal their choice of card(s). 

• If the cards are equal, no movement occurs. 
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The player selecting the larger value card pushes the token a number of spaces equal to the DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN the 2 card values MULTIPLIED BY THE LOWER of the 2 card values. 

Examples: 
Higher Card Lower Card Movement 
6 4 (6-4)*4=8 
5 2 (5-2)*2=6 
4 3 (4-3)*3=3 

The greatest movement possible is 9 spaces (when 5 with a kachi-age card v 3 are the selected cards). It is 
thus (just) possible to win on the first turn. 

A player wins a bout by either: 

Pushing the counter off the end of the track. 

Ending the 5 turns with the counter in his opponent's half of the track. 

If the counter is in the middle of the track after 5 turns then the result is a tie. 

Instead of playing a number card, there is the option of playing a tactical card. Only one tactical card can 
be played in this version. There is no need to declare it at the start of the game. 

1. Yori (body push) - The player advances 1 space 

2. Gino-Sho (Fighting technique) - No movement occurs 

3. Nodo Wa (Thrust to throat/a risky strategy) - The opposite side of the dice to your opponent's 

number is played. i.e. 1/6, 2/5 & 3/4 (This card only has an effect against a number card). 

4. Inashi (Dodge) - The player gets a kachi-age card. A player can only ever have one, so their original 

card would have had to have been used in an earlier turn. 

5. Kanto (Fighting spirit) - The last card you played (-1) is repeated. e.g if a 4 was played a 3 will be 

used. 

NRICH Central 4 of 10 – Players are now gravitating to the centre, with one exception. Which strategy will 
succeed? 

Numbers played Steve = 47 57 Richard = 57 94 Ian 48 37 Arthur 28 39 

Total = 407 / 8 = 50.875 The centralists win again; Ian pips and catches his nearest rival. 

Leader board = Steve 2 Ian 2 

Blind Tribute 2 of 5 – Some different strategies start to develop. 

• AO 5 v IO 3 A great result for Arthur, at least Ian didn’t waste too many points 

• IO 4 v RS v 7 Richard goes big and gets the tribute 

• RS 8 v AO 4 Richard goes even bigger, too much? Maybe but you can’t criticise, as he gets another 

tribute.  

• Arthur 2 tributes 30 points remaining 

• Ian 0 tributes 34 points remaining 

• Richard 3 tributes 25 points remaining. 

It’s difficult to call this one, with the frontrunners having less points to play with. Maybe Arthur has clawed 
back the advantage after his 2-point win. I now need your round 3 plays. 

Racecraft, as this only had three takers, I’ve decided to try a different type of race game, which is a little 
less abstract, but still has the same principle of prime positioning. This may be just as abstract to the 
younger readers who have never seen or be aware of a speedway race. Let’s see how popular this is? 
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Speedway Overview – This is a game where you have to position your speedway bike in the best position, 
over three laps in order to conserve as much fuel as possible for a sprint to the finish. This first game will 
have a set up and five racing turns. Each racing turn represents one straight and one corner.  

Set up turn - Each bike is fuelled with enough petrol to reach the finish, you must tell the GM how many 
APs (Acceleration points) you want your bike to have, to a maximum of 20. In this game you have the 
option of picking one of the following OPTIONS: 

• Cornering – one AP is deducted if you are in the middle or outside lane 

• Great starter – 2 additional APs are added to your first turn’s total. 

• Shepherding – 1 extra AP is used for each rider on your outside, when taking a corner. 

• Slipstreaming – If you are in fourth, you do not suffer the –2AP penalty. 

• Gearing – 1 AP is deducted from any you use each turn. You may only play a maximum of 4 APs in 

any turn. 

These options will amend the following rules. 

Racing turns – Each player tells the GM how many APs they are going to use, to a maximum of 5. The 
player with the best total will take the inside lane, second best middle, third best outside. The fourth best 
takes the inside lane, but 2 APs are deducted from your next turns calculation (these are not deducted 
from your remaining APs). If the players totals are equal the player with the better lane on the last turn will 
prevail. If this has not yet been decided, the players will squeeze into the same lane. There is a special rule 
for the first turn only, if players are equal the player with the least number of APs on set up will get the 
better lane. 

If you are in the middle lane you use an extra AP, in the outside lane you use 2 APs. 

The winner will be the player with the highest AP total after the fifth racing turn. If equal, the player with 
the best lane (inside, middle, outside, fourth) will win. It is possible to have a negative total of APs, which is 
fine, but you are unlikely to do well. 

Example Set up 

Rider APs Option 

Alan 20 Cornering 

Brian 20 Great Starter 

Carol 19 None 

Derek 20 Gearing 

Example Racing (first) Turn  

Alan and Carol use 5 APs, Brian 4 and Derek 0. Brian would get the inside lane (4 + 2 great starter bonus). 
Carol would get the middle lane, having used the same amount of APS as Alan, but having fewer APs on set 
up. Alan would have the outside lane with Derek in fourth. 

They then proceed around the corner, Brian uses no APs as he is on the inside lane, Carol has one AP 
deducted from her total being in the middle lane, Alan also has one AP deducted as he is in the outside 
lane which would normally suffer a 2 AP deduction, but this is reduced due to his cornering ability. Derek 
has no deductions, but starts the next turn with a –2 calculation penalty. The riders remaining AP totals 
would be Alan (20-5-1=14) Brian (20-4=16) Carol (19-5-1=13) Derek (20) 

A normal speedway race is four laps, so this would convert to 7 racing turns, also more than one option 
could be offered at the start. As this is the first game, I feel it’s best to limit it to 5 racing turns with 1 
option, to keep it simple and see how it plays. If anyone has any questions, please feel free to ask. Four 
players will be needed, all you need to do is supply your starting APs and choose an option if you want one. 

If the three players (Arthur, Ian and Richard) who signed up to Racecraft, would like to transfer to 
Speedway, we would only need one more player to get revved up. Let me know either way. 
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on-the-shelf 
vol. XVI, no. 57 19  June 2021 

Brought to you by Tom Howell: off-the-shelf at olympus.net.  Welcome to on-the-shelf, volume XVI, number 57. 

We have winners in the WitWiKN? Game:  Congratulations to Richard Smith, Bob Gingell, Steve Guest, 

and Bob Pitman.  I’ll run the next game in back-of-the-envelope, a sub-zine in Uncle Connie’s Zargonia. 

We also have a game start, which I’ll do right here: 

Game Start Snakes and Ladders Cyclonic Winds 

Roger Trethewey, Richard Smith, John Walker, Judy Ferguson, Bob Gingell, Brendan Whyte, Chris Hibbert, 

Steve Guest, Martin Walker.   Anyone else interested may still join; just send me your order for the first 

turn: one of the digits between 1 and 6, inclusive.  Those of you listed above, please send me your first 

turn if you have not already done so.  I have on file orders from several of you; if you wish, you may 

change your orders after reading the following. 

The board contains 105 spaces, and winning requires going past space 105.  We will play every 

fifth and sixth turn as double turns.  Three votes will be required to activate trapdoors.  Trap doors may 

not be activated on the bottom row.  This could provide useful information about the board layout.  

Trapdoors may be activated in most other spaces up to and including 105 but not above 105.  On this 

board, players not ending a turn in the space their move ‘should’ have put them in may have gone through 

intermediate spaces between the intended and the actual ending space.  Otherwise, rules as per the Pig 

web site.  The GM encourages reference to items 17 and 21 on the rules page. 

Where in the World is Kendo Nagasaki? 
I don’t remember exactly how I found this instance’s mystery woman.  I think I may have looked at a 

Wikipedia list of people born in the 1980s.  Since her Wikipedia page is so short, I decided to put her in a 

place associated with her: her birth place.  Many of you sent comments along with your first guess, so this 

game starts out a bit more chatty than the last one. 

Round 1: 

GM to Jim:  By the way, I like your choice of 'Kendo'.  This is the first nominee I've seen starting with Zed, 

and completes the alphabet; although, "Q" is only represented by various "Queen <somethingorother>"s. 

Jim Reader:  I hadn’t thought of the alphabet when I chose my nominee – he was one of the more 
interesting people I found in my search for famous people from Burkino Faso.  His occupation is less 
typical too, but he does also have a reasonable Wiki page.  My location was selected as it’s been a while 
since we had Kendo in the South. 

GM:  Reasonable assumption on Jim’s part, although at less than a degree and a half north of the equator, 

I’m not sure the new location qualifies as ‘south’. 

Steve Guest:  He hosts a game show I'm quite fond of that sometimes includes a round called "Where in 
the world is Kazakhstan?".  For exact location, can't resist Baikonur due to my involvement in the space 
industry. 

GM:  That’s interesting.  Perhaps Steve will give us further details of his ‘ involvement in the space 

industry’? 

Bob Gingell  (Sent with WIMM orders):  Kendo round 1 lets try Mary Seacole in Sevastopol (Crimea). 

Bob Gingell (two weeks later):  Time for a Kendo in South America (or maybe Australia, but I will go with 
SAm.). 

GM:  Another punter thinking ‘South.’  But, then, my moving alternate WitWiKN? Games between VP and 

WIMM (now Zargonia) has caused some confusion.  Not as confusing as running two games in the two 

‘zines, but still.  Bob went back to his original guess which appears below. 

Dane Maslen:  Well, lightning _has_ been known to strike twice in the same place. 
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GM:  Indeed, it does regularly strike some objects repeatedly.  But not in this case. 

Chris Hibbert:  I'll go for Balti, Moldova, from a not-quite random spin of the virtual globe. 

Bob Pitman:  First time of playing but it looks pretty straight forward.  Let me know if theres anything not 
right. 

Martin Walker:  I'd like to give the game a go if I'm not too late? 

GM:  Bob and Martin:  Welcome to the crazy world of Kendo!  Let us know how your first Kendo 

experience went.  And definitely not too late, although you (or anyone) could join in on any round.  

Martin also happened to snag that gem: first round closest hint.  I figured singing and song writing as 

separate, albeit closely related, occupations within a definite field (entertaining).  My Kendo, being a 

‘poet, writer, Chinese ink painter, independent publisher, editor, instructor of Chinese creative writing’ 

also has numerous occupations within what I thought of as two fields: publishing and education.  Perhaps 

neither aren’t as distinct from Taylor’s field as I was thinking at the time? 

Bob Gingell Mary Seacole (1805-1881) Sevastopol (44.583332, 33.516666) 

Steve Guest Richard Osman (1970- ) Baikonur, Kazakhstan (37.616667, 63.316666) 

Chris Hibbert Robert Maynard Pirsig (1928-2017) Balti, Moldova (47.7667, 27.9167) 

Dane Maslen Michael Balls (1938- ) Pelotas, Brazil (-31.771944, -52.3425) 

Bob Pitman Sir Edmund Hillary (1919-2008) Aswan, Egypt (24.088889, 32.899723) 

Jim Reader Paul Zoungrana (1917-2000) Mount Lidgbird, (-31.55, 159.083328) 

        Lord Howe Island, Australia 

Richard Smith Kevin Bacon (1958- ) Two Egg, Florida, USA (30.852778, -85.076385) 

Martin Walker Taylor Swift (1989- ) Madras, India (13.083333, 80.266667) 

Brendan Whyte Anne Bancroft (1931-2005) Beverley Hills*, USA (34.081, -118.397919) 

  *  specifically: 607 North Palm Drive 

Public response to player with closest guess:  As have you, I have performed more than one occupation within our respective 

fields. 

 

Round 2: 

GM:  first orders received were from Jim, who sent them via a reply-all to the e-mail with the GPS file: 

Jim Reader:  OK.  Not too much to go on, although I know it’s not me.  The clue implies someone that’s 
done different things in their field, which might take out Taylor Swift. 

Steve has a lot of space in Baikonur and Richard Osman definitely wears a few hats, so lets try ... 

GM:  Interesting that Jim thinks to eliminate the nominee who was closest, based on the clue...  My Bad? 

Dane to Jim (cc to GM):  You didn't really want to send that to all of us, did you? ☺ 
It would be really sneaky to receive the clue and then 'accidentally' do what you've just done.  I wonder 

how long it would take the other players to realise that they'd been conned. 



 

 

Variable Pig  42  Essex 
 

Sending your guess to everyone by mistake this early in the game is pretty harmless, but could be 
costly in later rounds ... 

Jim Reader (to all players):  OK, my bad.  I have given a slight advantage to 6 players and possibly 
another slight advantage to Steve, unless of course this was an extremely cunning bluff as suggested by 
Dane and I was closest.  I’m glad this wasn’t a later round, but I’ll be surprised if it makes a huge 
difference. 

Sorry for the mistake 

Jim to Dane (cc to GM):  That might be an interesting play later in the game, but I don’t think it would be 
worth it in round one.  I have sent orders in so early before I received notification that I was first, but I 
think Tom has had enough time to get this round ready, I don’t think that’s the case. 

GM:  Yeah, that Tom guy is sometimes slow on getting the GPS file together and on its merry way... 

Brendan Whyte:  Just to stir things up: ... 

Bob Gingell:  Richard Osman does seem to fit the clue best, so Jim looks most likely to have guessed 
right.  I will take advantage of his accidental public revelation to see if I can get more information on who 
Kendo is. 

GM:  By this time, I’d received several other (uncommented) guesses, and began to suspect that someone 

had suggested everyone move to Yekaterinburg for round two.  Unfortunately for Bob, everyone landing 

in Y-burg won’t elicit any useful information. 

Bob Pitman:  Hopefully getting this game right... I may need some help understanding the map arcs would 
it be Ok to ask if I get stuck? 

GM to Bob P.:  Questions cheerfully accepted.  Their answers may be cryptic, depending on what you ask...  

I'll try to help you with the playing, as long as it doesn't give you information the others don't have 

(within the definition of the game: obviously someone knows something the rest do not.)  

    The 'map arcs' would show as straight lines if you were to draw them on a globe.  They represent the 

line which is equidistant between the guessed locations on either side of the line.  So, for instance, IF I 

had told you that you were closest geographically in round one, you would know that Kendo is hiding 

somewhere within the area defined by the lines around Aswan, Egypt.  Since I did not, you definitively 

know that Kendo is not in that area. 

Bob Pitman:  Thanks for the explanation Tom... it confirms what I thought looking at the map.  I’ll see how 
the map looks next turn...  Will all the guesses from turn 1 and turn 2 be on it? 

GM to Bob P.:  You should save the .csv files from each turn, as I only put the current turn into each file.  

The lines will be color coded by turn as in the Electronics mnemonic for the values for resistors.  In case 

you don't know it: 

Bad black 1 

boys brown 2 

rape red 3 

our orange 4 

young yellow 5 

girls green 6 

but blue 7 

Violet violet 8 

gives grey 9 

willingly white 10 

The GPSVisualizer site lets you upload more than one file so you can overlay them on the map. 

Bob Pitman:  Ha! I didn’t know that... I tend to stay away from anything electrical or with running water in it, .... 

Chris Hibbert:  We have a painting by him, "Mary Christmas", hanging in the entry hall. 

Dane Maslen:  You weren't expecting solidarity between GMs, were you?  I'm afraid I'm participating in this 
conspiracy to keep Jim company.  So... 

GM:  Aha!  Confirmation of a conspiracy.  Maybe Jim will make a Federal case out of it.... 
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Martin Walker:  ... (sorry I'm just an innocent bystander) 

GM:  Not so innocent by my book.  With a couple of orders still outstanding, and all received to date in Y-

burg, I wondered if any of the stragglers would decline to join the crowd.  I didn’t want to find myself in 

the position of having to raise the red flag over a single guess, having only two locations dividing the 

globe in half and it being obvious which half Kendo was in. 

    But you all joined Jim, and wouldn’t it have been poetic justice on the rest of you if he’d changed his 

orders, and my nightmare come true?  At any rate, there you all were, enjoying the solstice in Russia.  

Being a runner and knowing that none of us could out-run the nominated horse in anything considered a 

short race, I went for something non-informative.  Then Bob quibbled about the ‘afoot’ and referenced 

Mr. Coe, and I decided I needed to change the clue to be a bit more definitive about which ‘one of you’ I 

was referring to. 

None of you are closer than any of the others to Kendo’s hiding place; and none of you are any farther than any of the others.  

Some of you might want to diversify the locational part of your guesses. 

Bob Gingell William Shakespeare (1564-1616) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Steve Guest Jared Kushner (1981- ) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Chris Hibbert Donald Roller Wilson (1938- ) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Dane Maslen Red Rum (1965-1995) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Bob Pitman Sebastian Coe (1956- ) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Jim Reader Tang Yin (1470-1524) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Richard Smith Charles Babbage (1791-1871) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Martin Walker David Bowie (1947-2016) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Brendan Whyte Tim the Yowie Man (unknown- ) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Public response to player with closest guess:  One of you is faster afoot than I; but he's also faster afoot than all the rest of you.  

Restated:  One of you is of a different species than I; but he’s also of a different species than all the rest of you. 

Round 3: 

Jim Reader:  Not sure if I forgot these last time, given the somewhat unusual report. ... 

GM:  As if he didn’t realize that the rest of you had dog piled on him. 

Bob Gingell:  For Kendo initially it seems obvious that Red Rum is the fast runner, yet it is more likely to be 
Seb Coe as the mention is 'afoot': so it seems possible that Kendo is a reasonably well-known runner 
who is not as fast as Coe was (which is a problem as modern famous runners will have run faster than 
he did).  For Round 1 I think Richard Osman is most likely so I will try in that direction and go for ... 

GM to Bob G.:  Do horses not run on their feet?  Ah, yes, their hooves make contact with the ground, so I 

guess I always ran on my shoes... 

Bob Gingell:  I would say that horses have hooves and shoes not feet and shoes. 

Richard Smith:  Hope you weren't too put out by the "silly buggers" on Kendo last time.  It was [name 
withheld]'s idea following Jim's accidental reply all.  I did wonder if anyone would "stab" and go for a 
different location... 

GM:  I was wondering the same for about the middle three fifths of the replies, then switched to hoping not.  

I still don’t know who initiated the pile up, but Richard’s semi-apology makes me suspect it might have 

been him.  That, and their close association within the Pig... 

Dane Maslen:  Strangely I don't seem to be any further forward now than after Round 1! 

GM to Dane:  One would think one should be a bit further, wouldn't one?  Really strange... 

    "'Amarillo'?",  he thinks to himself; I'll pick one Dane wouldn't expect."  But Wikipedia only shows the 

one location: out in the middle of nowhere in upstate Texas.  Lucky you.   ;) 

Dane Maslen:  But of course.  Otherwise Tony Christie would have risked being misdirected. 

GM:  Donald Roller Wilson and Kendo have painting in common; Wilson as his primary occupation, Kendo 

as one of several.  However, what struck me was that all the nominees were (or are) over fifty years of 

age.  This seemed like a good time to give a hint as to Kendo’s age, but a range, not a specific number of 

years. 
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Bob Gingell Kathrine Switzer (1947- ) Kathmandu (27.7, 85.333333) 

Steve Guest Alfred Bester (1913-1987) El Tigre, Venezuela (8.89, -64.26) 

Chris Hibbert Donald Roller Wilson (1938- ) Chiang Mai, Thailand (18.795279, 98.998611) 

Dane Maslen Billie Jean King (1943- ) Amarillo, Texas, USA (35.199165, -101.845276) 

Bob Pitman Alfred Wainwright (1907-1991) Wales, Alaska, USA (65.612222, -168.089172) 

Jim Reader Andy Green (1962- ) Puerto Natales, Chile (-51.733333, -72.516667) 

Richard Smith Steven Wilson (1967- ) Santiago de Compostela, Spain (42.877778, -8.544444) 

Martin Walker Tony Blair (1953- ) Hanoi, Vietnam (21.033333, 105.85) 

Brendan Whyte Carl Lewis (1961- ) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Public response to player with closest guess:  You are between two and two-and-a-half times my age. 

 

Round 4: 

Jim Reader:  I have no clue and the map is unlikely to help.  It appears Kendo is between 27 and early 
40s, but no clue if alive or dead.  He/She has also performed more than one occupation in their field 
which could be applied to almost everyone in round one. 

GM:  Now Jim appears to be thinking that Taylor Swift may have been the closest nominee in round 1. 

Richard Smith:  Guessing Walker / Tony Blair is nearest so Kendo is 26-33 ish. 

GM:  No, but not too far away and just a year more than your range. 

Steve Guest:  Guessing, based on player movement, that Martin was the closest in Turn 1.  It does require 
that you consider singer-songwriter to be two occupations, which I am a bit dubious about. 

GM:  Steve sees some consistency in Martin’s moves.  As for the occupations, I consider them to be 

different as there are singers who don’t write, and there are songwriters who don’t do the singing; 

although I could understand someone considering singer-songwriter to be an undivided occupation. 

Dane Maslen:  Kendo is presumably alive and the closest R3 guess was presumably not El Tigre or Wales, 
both based on the belief that the clue must be from one living person to another because of uncertainty 
about what would be meant by the age of a dead person (age at death, or age now if they hadn't died). 

Only Martin Walker has stayed within his R1 area.  For the moment I'll fall for it and assume that he's 
not bluffing.  That would give three R3 possibilities (well, technically four, but I've already ruled out Wales 
and its area is in any case entirely ocean): Chiang MaI, Hanoi and Puerto Natales.  The third area is 
almost entirely ocean, so let's try plonking myself between the first two areas. 

I don't know whether to be embarrassed or relieved.  I wanted to suggest someone aged about 30, so I 
did an internet search for 'famous people born 1990'.  Of the 48 people offered by the website 
www.famousbirthdays.com I recognised precisely one.  Even then I didn't know why I recognised her 
name until I discovered that she'd played Hermione in the Harry Potter films. 

GM:  If I’d had to deal with the age question on a deader, I’d have gone with age at death, especially since 

Dane’s alternative would have made Bester a likely candidate to ignore or sent some of you looking for 

someone older than Kendo.  Besides, I’d have likely given something away with the tense I’d have used. 
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Bob Gingell:  On the basis that Martin is the only one to have stayed in his initial area (although I did not 
think Taylor Swift had varied her occupation unless singer and songwriter counts) I will go with ... 

GM:  So at least three have spotted Martin as the first round clue recipient.  All but Jim and Brendan head 

into the general area and Bob, Chris, and Martin all land just next door – across a causeway, but I’m not 

telling them that - from Kendo.  Two Entertainers and a Sports jock.  What they all have in common of 

course is a Y chromosome, so I figured now would be a good time to mention gender. 

Bob Gingell John Lennon (1940-1980) in Singapore (1.283333, 103.833333) 

Steve Guest Hari Kondabolu (1982- ) in Long Apu, Malaysia (3.133333, 114.816667) 

Chris Hibbert Sidney Crosby (1987- ) in Singapore (1.283333, 103.833333) 

Dane Maslen Emma Watson (1990- ) in Phnom Penh, Cambodia (11.55, 104.916667) 

Bob Pitman Mark Zuckerberg (1984- ) in Corregidor Is., Philippines (14.385556, 120.573059) 

Jim Reader Michael Strahan (1971- ) in New York City, NY, USA (40.7127, -74.005898) 

Richard Smith Miley Cyrus (1992- ) in Manila, Philippines (14.583333, 120.966667) 

Martin Walker Justin Timberlake (1981- ) in Singapore (1.283333, 103.833333) 

Brendan Whyte Black Caviar (2006- ) in Gaborone, Botswana (-24.658056, 25.912222) 

Public response to player with closest guess:  Wrong gender. 

 

Round 5: 

Jim Reader:  Let’s see what rubbish I can think up for round 5. 
OK, time to jump on the band wagon as players are starting to concentrate in South East Asia. 
If that is correct, then Martin was probably closest in round one with Taylor Swift (singer, songwriter 

and probably more). 
Round 2 is meaningless. Round 3 would suggest either Chiang Mai (aged 82, so Kendo would be 

about 33) or Hanoi (aged 27), so Kendo is young. 
Round 4 is then tricky with so many close options, but the clue will only give gender.  Oddly, I have 

visited all but three of the locations given – Phnom Penh and Gabarone, plus Long Apu although I have 
been on Sarawak.  Let’s choose the place I might have gone for business but never did – Medan on 
Sumatra, Indonesia and guess at Pete Davidson (from SNL). 

Richard Smith:  Sticking with my previous assumptions and picking Steve nearest for latest round ... 

GM:  Not questioning assumptions can lead one very far afield, as I learned the hard way in the latest 

WitWiKN in Eternal Sunshine...  Steve then puts the lie to Richard’s latest round pick... 

Steve Guest:  Guessing Singapore closest last time.  Maybe you couldn't resist the clue applying to three 
at once.  Not getting anywhere on who Kendo might be as yet. 

GM:  Good guess, Steve.  I couldn’t resist the simple clue.  Just about anything else would have been much 

more complex.  Not that I had a choice about who to write it about... 

Bob Gingell:  Three of us in Singapore (and all male choices).  Chris with Donald Wilson in Chiang Mai in 
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Round 3 seems likely so on the basis that Wilson was 81 that means we are looking for a female 
probably alive (due to "You are" in the clue) and aged between 33 and 40 which would mean birth year 
1980 - 1987.  That also means Martin with Taylor Swift in Round 1, so 'more than one operation in her 
field'. 

Location is a bit limited, but assuming it is not eastern Sri Lanka it limits us to Malaysia and western 
Indonesia (or of course Singapore itself).  Jacinda Ardern was born in 1980 but I would rather go for 
someone in the middle of the age bracket, so I think I will go with Scarlett Johansson in Jakarta. 
[Fallback (maybe next time) is Anne Hathaway.  American actresses or singers seem very possible, but 
let's see what comes out of this turn's clues.] 

GM:  Or, of course, very close to Singapore itself. 

Dane Maslen:  Martin Walker abandoned the Madras-Hanoi area, but Chris Hibbert stayed within the 
Madras-Singapore area.  For the moment I'll once again fall for it and assume that neither of them are 
bluffing.  That would give three R4 possibilities: Corregidor, Long Apu, Manila and Singapore.  The fourth 
contains very little land, so can provisionally be ruled out.  The third covers most of the Philippines, lots 
of China, most of the Korean peninsula, and much of Japan, so should probably be where I look next.  I 
might as well stick with the same candidate as last time. 

GM:  Madras-Singapore?  Didn’t you mean Madras-Chaing Mai?  But, I quibble.  Dane, were you getting 

enough exercise around this time?  If neither Chris nor Martin were bluffing, then it was Madras – Chang 

Mai, and the R4 possibilities are: Phnom Penh, Singapore, Long Apu (with a tiny strip across Java), and 

Gaborone (all sea outside of the Kerguelen Islands – which would be a nasty place to exile Kendo to).  It 

would appear that you provisionally ruled out the area Kendo is hiding in, but I’m suspecting that you got 

the correct list in your analysis, but mis-typed it when sending your guess? 

Then, in the issue header, outside of the game, I said: “In the WitWiKN? Chris goes his separate way, whilst 

his former companions relocate and are joined by Steve.  Meanwhile, some player(s?) appear to have 

uncovered what may turn out to be an important clue.”  This meant to only be commentary on the 

obvious, but was apparently (wrongly) taken by some to infer that the clue went to the triumvirate in 

Jakarta.  Time to zoom in on the map.  We left off Dane and Bob P., but they will re-join us next time. 

Bob Gingell Scarlett Johansson (1984- ) in Jakarta, Indonesia (-6.2, 106.816667) 

Steve Guest Imelda Therinne (1982- ) in Jakarta, Indonesia (-6.2, 106.816667) 

Chris Hibbert Brooke Sweat (1986- ) in Taiping, Malaysia (4.85, 100.733333) 

Dane Maslen Emma Watson (1990- ) in Hiroshima, Japan  (34.385277, 132.455276) 

Bob Pitman Ed Sheeran (1991- )                               in Sukhothai Historical Park, Thailand (17.021111, 99.703611) 

Jim Reader Pete Davidson (1993- ) in Medan, Sumatra, Indonesia (3.583333, 98.666667) 

Richard Smith Miley Cyrus (1992- ) in Kuching, Malaysia (1.561111, 110.341667) 

Martin Walker Madonna (1958- ) in Jakarta, Indonesia (-6.2, 106.816667) 

Brendan Whyte Phar Lap (1926-1932) in Johor Bahru, Malaysia (1.455556, 103.761111) 

Public response to player with closest guess:  You found my birthplace. 
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Round 6: 

Richard Smith:  Walker - Taylor Swift (multiple roles within field) 
Walker - Tony Blair (aged 26-33) OR Hibbert Donald Roller Wilson (aged 32-41) 
Guest - Hari Kondabolu (female) OR Gingell / Hibbert / Walker - John Lennon / Sidney Crosby / Justin 

Timberlake (female) 
/You found my birthplace.../ 
Imelda Therinne was born in Jakarta so could that mean she is Kendo?  She is 38 so fits with Hibbert 

above which is consistent with Jakarta nearest.  I could still be someone else born in Jakarta, of course, 
in which case Jakarta could be the hiding place! It could of course be neither are correct but the location 
is near Jakarta. 

GM:  If kendo had been Therinne hiding in Jakarta, Steve would have won in round 5.  Since he didn’t, that 

would mean that either it isn’t her, or she isn’t in Jakarta, OR both not her and not in Jakarta.  He doesn’t 

appear to have considered that Kendo’s birth place was elsewhere.  How did Brendan’s choice of 

nominee affect player’s consideration of which guess was closest in round 5? 

Steve Guest:  Still following the same trail. Female, aged 32-41, born Taiping, Johor Bahru or Medan. 

GM to Bob Pitman [He initially sent me just the name and place, no commentary.]:  You have something 

against the lovely Miss Kreuk?  That doesn't look like a nice safe place to hang out!  Maybe it's virus 

free.  As far as a game guess goes, I like it! 

Bob Pitman:  I’ve seen her in Smallville but that’s about it!  It was the “place of birth” clue, either Indonesia 
or Malaysia at a guess...  cant work out which of the other players is staying in the area of their last 
guess...  one of 3 I think (but Mr Reader threw a spanner with his last guess!).  Miss Kreuk is something 
like a quarter Indonesian or Malaysian, but shes born in Canada so its a bad guess but I couldn’t find 
any names I recognised for the 3 locational guesses I think might be in the ballpark!  And I intensely 
disliked the yellow boundary lines on the last turns GPS arcs!  Cant work out how to change that either, 
but I can work with it! 

I was looking for something between BJ, Jims guess and Jakarta... I started out with a south coast of 

Sumatra town but then the volcano jumped out at me       could be because [I] have been admiring 

recent winter pics of Etna online! 

GM to Bob P.:  The GPS files are really only text files with a suffix of .csv instead of .txt.  The 'csv' stands 

for ‘comma separated values’, which tells any program reading it what to expect in the way of formatting.  

Separating fields or values by commas is pretty simple.  As long as none of the data contains commas, no 

problems. 

You can change the color if you have a simple text editor (as opposed to a word processor, although you 

could use a wp also).  Edit the file and perform a global replace changing 'yellow' to <whatever color you 

prefer>.  Then save the file.  Use a new file name so you don't clobber the original.  That way the original 

will still be with you if you need to go back to it. 

If using a word processor, click on 'save as...'  You should find a list of formats.  If 'csv' isn't in the list, 

choose 'txt'; then if it gets saved with the .txt suffix, you should be able to move it from 

<newFileName>.txt to <newFileName>.csv using your system's File Manager. 

Bob Gingell:  I cannot see anyone that fits this location or the clues. I am going to assume Johor Bahru is 
the location since I received no notification that Jakarta was closest, and I will try Vivien Yeo. 

Dane Maslen:  It could well be that Martin Walker was trying to confuse in R4 when he moved out of his 
own area.  He's now returned to it.  Pro tem I'm working on the assumption that the sequence of nearest 
guesses is Madras, Yekaterinburg (I'm fairly confident of this!), Chiang Mai, Singapore, Jakarta which 
would imply a female born in Jakarta and aged about 33-41.  I'm not, however, going to try finding such 
a person, given that this is all largely supposition. 

GM:  Dane has the closest guesses right except the always tricky last one. 

Brendan makes a stab at getting some orders to me whilst on holiday, then revises his orders three or 

four times after returning home and then to work.  This causes some confusion on the GM’s part which 

isn’t revealed until the next turn. 

Brendan Whyte:  [Starting his third week of vacation away from home.]  Try Adam Lindsay Gordon in 
Coleraine, Vic (where we just saw the monument to his 5 rides in the Coleraine Steeplchase). 
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Brendan Whyte:  [One week later.]  Alphonso de Alburqueque storming the walls of Melaka Malaysia 

Brendan Whyte:  [The next day.]  Just got VP in the mail after I went in to work... 
Hmm... female, 33-41, born in Johore Baru... 
Nur Fasha Sandha Hassan in Muar, Malaysia. 

GM:  Then Brendan wanders outside of the area near his last guess, causing confusion, or at least suspicion 

of bluffing, on the part of at least one of the players. 

Bob Pitman:  This game is a lot tougher than it looks from just reading the game reports!  Even the public 
answers are tantalisingly obfuscated! ... 

GM:  Isn’t that why we all love this game so much? 

Bob Pitman:  ...  Yesterday I’ve found that imdb have a “national” birth based search...  it came up using a 
google search (theres some awful Asian fan site that comes up with people but its all reality TV people 
for teens I think).  I haven’t found the search form itself on imdb yet so just modifying the website string 
in the nav bar at moment.  Plus it doesn’t help if the person is not in entertainment! 

At least I have some young Malaysians and Indonesians to review (and I haven’t tried Singaporians). 
When someone gets either the right location or the right person do they get told leaving them with the 

other element of the answer to find?  I imagine they do but as there are experienced game players if 
anyone has got the location right already they could be bouncing the location guess around to not give it 
away while they get the person right. It’s probably laid out in the rules so I’ll have a read on the pig site! 

Good game... intensely frustrating and brain burning!! 

GM:  No, ‘this person’ is not in entertainment.  At least not in the narrow sense.  Y’all will do better in this 

case if you quit looking under the spotlights.  To answer Bob’s question, broadly, some WitWiKN? GMs 

do say in the clue when someone – not necessarily the closest someone – has correctly identified the 

person behind the Kendo mask.  Other GMs, may acknowledge correct identification in a subtle way, or 

ignore it altogether if ‘Kendo’ isn’t placed in his hiding place.  I’m in the latter category. 

Bob G., Steve, and Martin (and Brendan, of course) know that Kendo isn’t hiding out in or near Jakarta; 

how long will it take for the others to notice their collective jump from Indonesia to Malaysia?  Bob G. 

seems to have come to the conclusion that ‘Kendo’ is hiding in her birthplace, but still thinking entertain-

ment.  Perhaps my ‘try a different occupation’ hint was too subtle?  Map doesn’t fit under the list of 

guesses, so I’ll split the guesses between pages.  Note that Bob G.’s pin is hiding behind Singapore’s pin. 

Bob Gingell Vivien Yeo (1984- ) in Johor Bahru, Malaysia (1.455556, 103.761111) 

Steve Guest Sarah Lian (1983- ) in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (3.147778, 101.695278) 

Chris Hibbert Agnes Monica Muljoto (1986- ) in Palembang, Indonesia (-2.986111, 104.755556) 

Dane Maslen Joko Widodo (1961- ) in Palembang, Indonesia (-2.986111, 104.755556) 

Bob Pitman Kristin Kreuk (1982- ) in Anak Krakatoa, Indonesia (-6.101944, 105.423056) 

Jim Reader Elizabeth Jimie (1992- ) in Pontianak, Indonesia (-0.020556, 109.341389) 

Richard Smith Agnes Monica Muljoto (1986- ) in Christmas Island (-10.483333, 105.63333) 

Martin Walker Michelle Yeoh (1962- ) in Ipoh, Malaysia (4.597222, 101.075) 

Brendan Whyte Nur Fasha Sandha Hassan (1984- ) in Muar, Malaysia (2.05, 102.566667) 

Public response to player with closest guess:  You are a couple of years older, and your occupation makes you more publicly 

visible than I. 
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Round 7: 

Richard Smith:  I'm going to continue with the same assumptions and last time, for now (looks like the 
players are split into two camps)... 

1) Walker - Taylor Swift (multiple roles within field) 
3) Walker - Tony Blair (aged 26-33) OR Hibbert Donald Roller Wilson (aged 32-41) 
4) Guest - Hari Kondabolu (female) OR Gingell / Hibbert / Walker - John Lennon / Sidney Crosby / 

Justin Timberlake (female) 
5) Gingell / Guest / Walker - You found MY birthplace 

Imelda Therinne was born in Jakarta so could that mean she is Kendo?  She is 38 so fits with Hibbert 
above which is consistent with Jakarta nearest.  I could still be someone else born in Jakarta, of 
course, in which case Jakarta could be the hiding place!  It could of course be neither are correct but 
the location is near Jakarta. 

Agnes Monica Muljoto, aka AGNES MO (34, multi-talented);  Atiqua Hasiholan (38, actress);  Zivanna 
Letisha Siregar (31, mutli-talented);  Vindy Lee (39, mutli-talented);  also Penny Tai (42) born in Johor;  
Steph Song (36) born in Kuching 
6) Hibbert/Maslen? Pitman? Go for Pitman as the clue doesn't fit Hibbert and Maslen  

Kristin Kreuk (b dec 30 1982 aged 38) is a TV actress so most occupations less publicly visible. 
So female aged 36 born in jakarta, probably not an actress  

Wikipedia gives me Prisia Nasution*, Okky Lukman*, Putih Sari**, Sheila Permatasaka*** 
* multiple talents including acting 
** politician 
*** musician and company director - I should probably pick her as she's a bass player :-) 

GM:  Richard sticks with Jakarta, which leaves him out in the cold... 

Dane Maslen:  There's bluffing going on - no one has stayed in their own area. 
Nothing has happened to either rule out my previous hypothesis or confirm it, so for the moment I'll 

continue down that blind alley.  That gives the following geographically possible closest guesses in R6: 
Anak Krakatoa, Christmas Island, Palembang and Pontianak.   I can rule the third one out as I didn't get 
the clue.  The clue definitely rules the fourth one out, and I think it does the same for the second one, but 
only just (I'll come back to that).  That just leaves Anak Krakatoa, so the clue would be aimed at Kristin 
Laura Kreuk.  She was born 30/12/1982, so was 28 when the clue appeared, in which case we would be 
looking for someone aged 26 at that time, i.e. a woman born in Jakarta between January 1984 and 
January 1985. 

I've managed to find several candidates in Wikipedia, but they all have fairly minimal biographical 
details, which makes me doubt that you'd have selected one of them as the Kendo.  I don't, however, 
have any better ideas at the moment. 

It's just possible that Christmas Island isn't really ruled out.  It depends on (a) how you were doing the 
calculation in R3's clue and (b) exactly when R3's clue applied.  If you were working in terms of whole 
years, Donald Roller Wilson's age at the time of 81 would have meant that Kendo had to be between 
and 33 and 40 at that time.  If, however, you were working with fractions of a year, then 2.5 times 32 
point something could give the necessary 81 point something. That might be an option to explore in 
more detail next round, by which time there might be some indication of who was bluffing this time. 

GM:  Actually, Brendan’s guess is within his last area - just.  Dane also sticks with Jakarta which leaves him 

out in a cold blind alley. 

Bob Gingell:  A bit obscure and her wikipedia page is not in English although there are a lot of stories 
about her marriage that give detail. I could not find any other female born there that might fit. 

Closest locations would be Madras in r1, Chiang Mai in r3, Singapore in r4, then Johor Bahru. 
Note that the GPS map misses my name off the Johor location for R6 (although the area is marked as 

if I was there) and also for R6 the report has Brendan in Australia but the map has him in Muar Malaysia 
and no-one in Australia. 

GM to Bob G.:  Herein, I only address your errata on round six of the WitWiKN? 

I don't see any reason your GPS viewer shouldn't show your name in the file as it was sent.  Mayhap 

some loss in transmission?  I have attached the file to the correction that will be sent along with this 

message 

Yes, my bad on this.  He changed his guess a couple of times as he got back from vacation and managed 

to get his hands on a copy of the Pig and read the report.  I got his final guess into the GPS file and the 

reply used his final guess in its generation, but his original guess was in the report when I first generated 



 

 

Variable Pig  50  Essex 
 

it and I overlooked changing that after his revisions. 

Revised report also attached to the correction e-mail. 

GM:  I also sent a revised report (which appears above) with Brendan’s last guess to all the players.  The 

original had shown Gordon in Coleraine, Australia.  Bob’s name missing in Johor Bahru hadn’t been fully 

addressed, but we got to that quickly. 

Bob Gingell:  The boxes are there for Muar and Johor Bahru but no marker for my colour although 
Brendan is already there. No matter as it should be clear to the players who is where. No apparent 
difference between your two GPS files. 

I have now discovered the reason - I combined the maps for the last three rounds and Brendan's 
presence in Round 5 prevents my marker being added in the same location although the box is still 
drawn and the report shows where I am. The maps for Round 6 on its own and combining rounds 4 and 
6 are fine, but combining 4, 5 and 6 was fine for boxes but only had Brendan's round 5 marker in Johor 
Bahru. 

GM to Bob G.:  Boxes?  Ah, yes.  I use the 'googlemini' icon for location markers; you're obviously using a 

different icon. 

I've noticed that before.  If two or more waypoints are at the same location, the subsequent ones are 

hidden behind the first, and for all one can tell they are not there at all.  That's why I queue up all the 

player's names on one waypoint when they guess the same location in a round. 

As for the case when a player goes to a location that another player was at in a prior round, I think it is 

something I'm not going to try to 'fix' in the GPS files I send out.  However, I could understand a player  

wanting to get into a later file and add something along the lines of 'player X was here in round y.' 

Jim Reader:  What can I learn about this rounds guesses 
Vivian Yeo – Chinese Malay business (cosmetics) woman and actress and beauty queen – aged 36, 

born in Johor Bahru 
Sarah Lian – Chinese Malay actress and TV personality – aged 37, born in Taiping, Malaysia 
Agnes Monica Muljoto (Agnez Mo) – Indonesian singer-song-writer, actress and children’s TV star – 

aged 34, born in Jakarta 
Joko Wikodo – Indonesian Prime Minister and businessman (furniture), aged 59, born in Surakarta, 

Indonesia 
Kristin Kreuk, Canadian actress with Chinese Indonesian mother, involved in NXIVM scandal.  Aged 

38, born in Vancouver 
Michelle Yeoh – Malaysian actress, known internationally.  Former Miss Malaysia.  Aged 58 and born in 

Ipoh (I know it well). 
Nur Fasha Sandha Hassan – Malaysian actress, Aged 36, born in JB. 
>From round 5, we know that Kendo was born in Jakarta, Taiping, Kuching, JB, Hiroshima or 

Sukhothai (Thailand) 
>From round 4, the four closest looking guesses are all male, so the clue would imply Kendo is female. 

However, Dane is bucking the trend to guess at females. 
Round 3 – likely closest guesses would be aged 82 or 67.  The clue would imply then that Kendo was 

aged 33 – 41 or 27 – 33 – more likely the former. 

Dane Maslen:  Now I have the answer to something that had really puzzled me, namely why had I used 
'Mua' as the abbreviation for 'Coleraine'? 

At no stage did I use Coleraine in my considerations.  They were all based on the waypoints in your 
GPX file, so I'm pleased to say that I don't have to reconsider anything. 

Chris Hibbert:  I just noticed the correction to the Kendo results.  I'd like to change my guess .... 

Martin Walker:  Completely lost in the games now... 

Bob Pitman:  heres my guess…  sorry it’s a late arrival.  Lockdown is turning the memory to mush…  [B]ut 
also gives me time to try doing what I hope is a cunning search on Wikipedia!  It probably isn’t and I am 
relying heavily on my deductions from looking at other players guesses moving around the map and the 
public answers that those deductions imply might be right (OK its Brendans guesses I think are looking 
like they might fit the answers and his location isn’t shifting too much…  [I]ts all I’ve got without 
employing the supervillain super computer I keep in the cellar and that’s busy working out how to 
brainwash Mr Musk and Mr Bezos into donating all their money and businesses to my nefarious plans 
for global domination).  ....  Anyway… heres the guess! 
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Steve Guest  (after I’d prompted him for late orders):  Sorry, partially bad memory, partially hit a brick wall. 
Thought I was looking for a woman born Johor Bahru in 1986.  But can't find a suitable candidate.  Will 
have to re-examine from scratch next turn if there is one.  For the sake of a guess, primarily with a 
location... 

GM:  Bob P. manages to find Kendo, but doesn’t mention why he thinks it is she, nor the details of his 

‘cunning search’.  I’d like to know, as she certainly does not have a lot of categories attached to her 

Wikipeda page.  Bob G. sticks with his correct guess on location, but gives me some royalty to work 

with.  Not wanting to repeat last round’s clue, I gave what seemed to me would be a giveaway to anyone 

who thought to check the Wikipedia pages of all this turn’s nominees. 

Bob Gingell Tunku Aminah (1960- ) in Johor Bahru, Malaysia  (1.455556, 103.761111) 

Steve Guest Richard Osman (1970- ) in Singapore  (1.283333, 103.833333) 

Chris Hibbert Gin Lee (1987- ) in Selat Panjang, Indonesia  (1.00, 102.7) 

Dane Maslen Putih Sari (1984- ) in Bogor, Indonesia  (-6.596667, 106.797218) 

Bob Pitman Quek See Ling (1986- ) in Batu Pahat, Indonesia  (1.852222, 102.937222) 

Jim Reader Natasha Seatter (1993- ) in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei  (4.890278, 114.942222) 

Richard Smith Sheila Permatasaka (1984- ) in Bandar Lampung, Indonesia  (-5.45, 105.266667) 

Martin Walker Naomi Osaka (1997- ) in Bandar Lampung, Indonesia  (-5.45, 105.266667) 

Brendan Whyte Barack Obama (1961- ) in Parapat, Indonesia  (2.657778, 98.939167) 

Public response to player with closest guess:  I'm more of an artist, some might say an academic. 

Round 8: 

Jim Reader:  What do I know about this round’s candidates 
Tunku Aminah is the Supreme Queen Consort of Malaysia, aged 60 born in JB 
Richard Osman is English TV presenter, born in Billericay, aged 50 
Gin Lee, Malay Chinese pop singer, born in JB, aged 33 
Putih Sari, Indonesian Politician, born in Jakarta, aged 36 
Quek See Ling, Singaporean Poet, writer and artist, born in JB, aged 35 
Sheila Permatasaka, Indonesian jazz musician (bassist), born in Jakarta, aged 37 
Naomi Osaka, Japanese tennis player, born in Osaka, aged 23 
Barack Obama, US Politician and President, born in Hawaii, aged 59 
Working back, Kendo has worked in multiple fields (round 1), aged between 33 and 42 (round 3, if I am 

correct that Chris H was closest), female (round 4), born in Jakarta or JB (could also be Taiping or 
Kuching) from round 5.  Kendo is publicly visible.  Not sure who was closest in round 6 or 7. 

Let’s try Red Hong Yi in Kluang, home of Revertex whom I visited a couple of times.  Love the food in 
Malaysia 

GM to Jim:  I shouldn't do this, but my curiosity has the better of me: 

Here it is round 8, and you think kendo was born in Jakarta or JB; so, why would you send a guess who 

was not born in one of those places? 

Jim Reader:  Because my searches for modern Malay or Indonesian artists on Wikipedia was not finding 
many candidates. I know Red will not be the right answer, but I am really struggling to find candidates 
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Richard Smith:  Bob P has moved North so either wasn't closest last time or is misdirecting. 
I think I'm going to switch to Jodor [sic] being the birthplace... 
1) Walker - Taylor Swift (multiple roles within field) 
3) Hibbert - Donald Roller Wilson (aged 32-41) 
4) Gingell / Hibbert / Walker - John Lennon / Sidney Crosby / Justin Timberlake (female) 
5) Whyte - You found MY birthplace (Jodor) 
6) Whyte - Hassan b 1984 so Kendo b 1986ish 
7) Pitman or Hibbert - Quek See Ling fits description of artist and academic, so perhaps Hibbert is 

nearest (Gin Lee, singer) and Quek is Kendo? 
I'll have a pop at .... 

GM:  “Jodor”?  Richard finally abandons Jakarta, and has all the prior closests right with the traditional miss 

on the last one... 

Dane, on the other hand, remains in his blind alley, but this round will disabuse him of that.  Will it be 

in time? 

Dane Maslen:  Martin has returned to his R5 area, thus suggesting that my blind alley does in fact lead 
somewhere, in which case he and Richard must (I think) have got the clue, given that I didn't. 

I've reviewed the list of candidates I came up with last time, checking them against the latest clue.  
Only one of them passes the 'some might say an academic' test.  It's Raline Shah.  My notes about her 
from last turn say "(very) plausible, but maybe too prominent."  I decided to work on the assumption that 
it's her and looked to see if there was anywhere obvious that you might have put her.  Unfortunately 
there wasn't – well, not within the permitted area – so I'll just have to guess at a random location. 

As for the remote possibility that Christmas Island might have been closest in R6, if it was, Kendo must 
be hiding in the Cocos Islands. 

Martin Walker:  latest totally wild guesses. 

Chris Hibbert:  I haven't learned anything about Kendo's location the last two rounds.  I can't tell which 
guesses the hints might have been directed to, so I don't know more about location than I did then. 

Bob Gingell:  Problem here as I have the location but not the person, and may have given away the 
location to the others.  Do I move or stay?  Likely born in 1986 or 1987, I am going to try Lady Gaga. 
Place: Legoland Malaysia 

Bob Gingell:  Sorry, Lady Gaga does not fit the clues especially birthplace in Johor Bahru.  Please 
substitute Yuna. 

GM to Bob G.:  Change not a problem.  I still have one unreceived guess.  But... 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yuna  

Which Yuna?  I could probably guess which one you mean, but if I were to make an arbitrary choice it 

probably wouldn't be the one you want   ;) 

Bob Gingell:  The Malaysian singer Yuna Zarai. 
Presumably your question means I am wrong again but I will leave it as is. 

GM:  I would have posed the question exactly the same if the Malaysian singer Yuna Zarai had been Kendo 

and Bob had given me the same guess with just the one name ‘Yuna’. 

Steve Guest:  I am at a loss as to what is going on here.  Bob stays in Johor Bahru, but Brendan, who was 
there first, goes gallivanting off around the region.  At least one of them is doing something funny.  I'll 
stay with Bob for now.  .... 

While she is the right age for my previous theory, I have reservations that the Wikipedia page is hard to 
find, in Malaysian by default, and the fit to the clue is somewhat tenuous.  Nevertheless, it's past the 
deadline and I'm not going to look anymore. 

GM:  Brendan completely abandons his round 5 area around Johor Bahru, to the wonderment of the GM and 

total confusion to Steve, who decides that Bob has a better idea of what he’s doing.  Bob G. heads out to 

the suburbs, in hopes of hiding the fact that he’s pretty sure that Johor Bahru is The Place.  Bob P. 

abandons Kendo, presumably, because he still hasn’t nailed down where she is. 

Now I have to deal with two Kendo nominees.  Fortunately, Markle was an actress before she married 

into royalty, and Iskandariah is royalty, but not, unfortunately, an actress.  Nevertheless, I stretched the 

clue a bit, hoping to send the rest of you looking for a more likely candidate. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yuna
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Bob Gingell Yuna (1986- ) in Legoland, Malaysia  (1.425, 103.627222) 

Steve Guest Tunku Aminah Maimunah Iskandariah (1986- ) 

  in Johor Bahru, Malaysia  (1.455556, 103.761111) 

Chris Hibbert Quek See Ling (1986- ) in Bukittinggi, Indonesia  (-0.305556, 100.369164) 

Dane Maslen Raline Shah (1985- ) in Metro, Indonesia  (-5.116667, 105.3) 

Bob Pitman Joyce Chu (1997- ) in Batam, Indonesia  (1.083333, 104.033333) 

Jim Reader Red Hong Yi ( ? - ) in Kluang, Malaysia  (2.033611, 103.319444) 

Richard Smith Quek See Ling (1986- ) in Pekanbaru, Indonesia  (0.516, 101.446) 

Martin Walker Meghan Markle (1981- ) in Johor Bahru, Malaysia  (1.455556, 103.761111) 

Brendan Whyte Tunku Ismail Idris (1984- ) in Changi Airport, Singapore  (1.355760, 103.986237) 

Public response to player with closest guess:  Unlike you, I am neither an entertainer nor royalty. 

Round 9: 

Dane Maslen:  It looks like Martin sold me a dummy in R4.  The movements of players are really only 
consistent with the following sequence of guesses: 

   Madras 
   Yekaterinburg (I'm confident I have this one right) 
   Chiang Mai 
   Singapore 
   Johor Bahru 
   Johor Bahru 
   Johor Bahru or Selat Panjang 
in which case we're looking for a woman born in Johor Bahru in 1986 (±1 year perhaps), but there 

aren't many candidates!  That would be a great help, were it not the case that what I really mean is 
"There don't seem to be any candidates that I'm convince fit the other clues."  Nor do there seem to be 
any obvious locations for them to be hiding. 

Jim Reader:  Let’s take a look at this rounds candidates 
Yuna – MY singer songwriter, born 1986 in Alor Setar 
Tunku Aminah Maimunah Iskandariah – MY Prince, born in 1986 in JB, also producer of skin care 

products 
Quek See Ling – Singapore Poet and writer, born in JB 
Raline Shah – Indonesian actress, born in 1985 in Jakarta 
Joyce Chu – MY singer and actress, both in 1997 in JB 
Meghan Markle – US actress born in LA in 1981, now part (?) of British Royal family 
Tunku Ismail Idris – Crown Prince of Johor, born in 1984 in JB 
Clue is that Kendo is not an entertainer or Royalty, which technically rules all the guesses out – a clear 

message about the nature of Kendo, but no help trying to locate him. 

GM:  I would have thought that the clue would point strongly to Markle as the clue recipient, but that a poet 

and writer would not be eliminated.  Jim’s comment prompted me to look up ‘entertainer’ in my 

dictionary.  Given the definition I found, I can understand why anyone might think Ling is not Kendo.  

However, not everyone did. 
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Richard Smith:  So the latest clue implies that either Johor Bahru or Legoland is nearest.  I'll have a pop at .... 

GM to Bob P.:  As an exhibit or a visitor? 

Bob Pitman:  Oh definitely sitting outside the cages painting and reading them poetry to sooth their troubled 

captive souls!  I’ve revisited her, I was running out of Bahru-ites who fitted the clues! 

Bob Gingell:  It looks like my Tunku Aminah in r6 was not the one I intended, but Steve has tried that one 
now. 

So female born in Johor Bahru about 1986.  Quek See Ling seems quite possible, so question is 
whether it needs to be more specific than 'Johor Bahru'. I think I will try  .... 

GM:  When I put “Tunku Aminah” into Wikipedia’s search field, I only got the one.   

Steve Guest:  Quek See Ling seems to fit all the clues.  I've a feeling I spotted her a couple of turns ago 
but didn't follow it up for some reason.  Being closest last time narrows the location down quite a bit.  I'll 
guess she's in Foon Yew High School (main campus if it matters) for a High School Reunion. 

GM:  Pretty good convergence, guys!  Technically, since the mystery location was simply “Johor Bahru”, 

Bob G. and Richard are the winners.  However, Steve’s High School and Bob P.’s Zoo are also in Johor 

Bahru, so we should give both of them a share of a joint win.  Chris also nominated my poet-artist, but 

put her in Singapore – only 11 miles distance.  The farthest guess was Dane’s at 21 miles. 

Bob Gingell Quek See Ling (1986- ) in Johor Bahru, Malaysia (1.455556, 103.761108) 
Steve Guest Quek See Ling (1986- ) in Foon Yew High School, Johor Bahru, Malaysia  
    (1.46888, 103.77875) 
Chris Hibbert Quek See Ling (1986- ) in Queenstown, Singapore (1.294167, 103.786128) 
Dane Maslen Zainah Anwar (1955- ) in Kota Tinggi, Malaysia (1.733333, 103.9) 
Bob Pitman Quek See Ling (1986- ) in Johor Zoo, Malaysia (1.4575, 103.75225) 
Jim Reader Yeo Bee Yin (1983- ) in Permas Jaya, Malaysia (1.50224, 103.81992) 
Richard Smith Quek See Ling (1986- ) in Johor Bahru, Malaysia (1.455556, 103.761111) 
Martin Walker Rachel Riley (1986- ) in Singapore (1.283333, 103.833333) 
Brendan Whyte Oprah Winfrey (1954- ) in Sentosa Island, Singapore (1.248, 103.830) 

Congratulations to Bob Gingell, Richard Smith, Steve Guest, and Bob Pitman!  The next game will run in 

Zargonia’s sub-zine back-of-the-envelope, so send me your first round guesses for that game. 

off the Reference Shelf 
Books 
Ice Walker, by James Raffan  <-  Very highly recommended 

Challenge Everything: An extinction Rebellion Youth Guide to Saving the Planet, by Blue Sandford 

CDs 
How We Change (and Ten Reasons Why We Don’t), by Ross Ellenhorn, PhD 

Stuff You Should Know: An Incomplete Compendium of Very Mostly Interesting Things, by Josh Clark and Chuck 

Bryant 

We Had a Little Real Estate Problem: The Unheralded Story of Native Americans & Comedy, by Kliph Nesteroff  <-  

recommended 

Confident Women: Swindlers, Grifters, and Shapeshifters of the Feminine Persuasion, by Tori Telfer 

Serpentine, by Jonathan Kellerman 

Therapy, by Jonathan Kellerman 

Rage, by Jonathan Kellerman 

When Women Invented Television, by Jennifer Keishin Armstrong 

The Murder Book, by Jonathan Kellerman 

How to Raise an Elephant, by Alexander McCall Smith 

The Wrath of the Furies, by Steven Saylor 

Big History: The Big Bang, Life on Earth, and the Rise of Humanity, Part 1, by David Christian from the Teaching 

Company 

The Empty Throne, by Bernard Cornwell 

Warriors of the Storm, by Bernard Cornwell 

DVDs 

The Bowmakers, from Woody Creek Pictures [ see also, www . thebowmakers . com ]  
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Round 10 Machi Koro 鎌倆   ( Kamakura ) 

On round eight, I incremented the round counter twice, so I’m correcting it by labeling this round as the 

second round ten – same as last time.  The Turn numbers have been correct all along.   

Eating stores prove popular – time to take off the masks and chow down? 

Round Ten: 

Player Turn Roll Results Builds 

Roger 13 6* Roger TV Station springs into broadcasting and 
he receives 5 coins from Steve 

Restaurant 

Richard 13 8* Richard visits Steve’s Hamburger Stand, leaving 
one coin the poorer.  Richard receives 3 coins 
from his Mackerel Boat. 

Produce Market 

Steve 13 4 Steve receives one coin from his Corn Field and 
three coins from his Flower Orchards.   

Pizza Joint 

Roger 14 7* Roger visits Steve’s Pizza Joint on its first day of 
operation for 1 coin. 

Hamburger Stand 

       * rolls two dice 

Status Table 

Player Coins Buildings Landmarks 

Roger Trethewey 6 Wheat Field, Sushi Bar, Bakery (2), Café (2), Conven-
ience Store, Forest, TV Station, Hamburger Stand, 
Furniture Factory, Restaurant, Soda Bottling Plant, Food 
Warehouse 

City Hall, Harbor, Train Station 

Richard Smith 6 Wheat Field (3), Ranch, Bakery (2), Café, 
Convenience Store, Forest, French Restaurant, 
Mackerel Boat, Produce Market (1+1) 

City Hall, Harbor, Train Station 

Steve Ham 7 Wheat Field, Bakery, Corn Field, Flower Orchard (3), 
Flower Shop (5), Business Center, Pizza Joint, 
Hamburger Stand 

City Hall, Harbor 

Player order for round twelve will be Richard, Steve, Roger, & Richard.  Remember: if you get to your buy phase with no 

coins, your City Hall will give you one. 

I will assume you are rolling a single die (d6) unless you have a Train Station AND tell me you want to roll two dice.   

In the Market Place, another Hamburger Stand becomes available.  Secondary industry makes a comeback with a Factory 

and a Warehouse.  Extractive industry also shows its face with a new Mine. 

For round eleven, please tell me which establishment you wish to purchase from the following market place: 

Market Place (numbers in parentheses are the quantity on offer), {numbers in brackets are the cost}: 

Café (2) {2} Ranch (2) {1} Sushi Bar (2) {4} Bakery (2) {1} Forest (1) {3} 

Food Warehouse 
(1) {2} 

Cheese Factory (2) {5} Produce Market 
(2) {2} 

Hamburger Stand (1) {1} Mine (1) {6} 

 TV Station (1) {7}  Business Center (1) {8}  

In My Neighborhood 

When I went for the mail a couple of days ago, I stopped to say ‘hello’ to Glenn and Desi, whose driveway 

is next to the mail boxes.  While talking to Glenn, he said something about me being a master craftsman, and 

maybe I could help out with something in their kitchen.  They have a new counter with a butcher block top.  

The counter runs slightly longer than three adjacent windows the bottom of whose sill is about three quarters 

of an inch above the counter top.  They had a length of hard maple (same wood as the counter top) to use as 

a backsplash, that they had gotten from the maker of the counter top.  It fits nicely under the window sill but 

is just a bit taller than the space under an adjacent, higher, marble countertop.    

continued on next page 
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Round Eight Love Letter – Game 3 Tempest 
Three more eliminations, but they don’t result in any wins.  Handmaids protect players in half of the hands. 

cardsleft R8 Jim John Richard Bob R9 Jim John Richard Bob 

1 Hand 1 (B)(K)(Pr)(H) (G)(G) G (C)(Pr) (S) Hand 1   to play OUT 

2 Hand 2 (G) G (C)(G)(Pr) (H)(S) (G)(S) Hand 2  OUT to play  

2 Hand 3 (S)(S) (C) G (G)(G) (G)(H) Hand 3   to play  

1 Hand 4 (S)(H) (S)(B) (Pr)(B) H (G)(G)(G) Hand 4 to play   OUT 

1 Hand 5 (G)(B) (G)(H) S (B)(Pr)(K) (G)(Pr)(G) Hand 5 OUT  OUT to play 

1 Hand 6 (H) G (C)(Pr)(B) (G)(S) (G)(G)(B) Hand 6  to play  OUT 

2 Hand 7 (H)(G) (H) G (S)(G) (G)(C) Hand 7   to play  

- Hand 8 (B)(C) (B)(Pcs) (G) (H)(G) Hand 8 OUT OUT OUT WIN 

1 Hand 9 (G)(G) (Pr)(S)(H) G (B)(C) (H)(G) Hand 9 OUT  to play  

2 Hand 10 (H) B (G)(H) (S)(G)(B) (C)(G) Hand 10  to play OUT  

1 Hand 11 (B)(G) H (G)(B) (G)(Pr)(G)(G) (S)(K) Hand 11  to play OUT OUT 

2 Hand 12 (H)(G) (G)(G) (G)(B) (S)(G) H Hand 12 to play  OUT  

2 Hand 13 (H)(C) (G)(G) (S)(G) (H) G Hand 13 to play    

Pcs = Princess, C = Countess, K = King, Pr = Prince, H = Handmaid, B = Baron, S = Spy, G = Guard 

Hand 1: John plays a Guard against Richard and guesses that he has the Spy - He does not. 

Hand 2: Jim plays a Guard against John and guesses that he has the Prince - He does and is OUT! 

Hand 3: John plays a Guard against Jim and guesses that he has the Baron - He does not. 

Hand 4: Richard plays a Handmaid. 

Hand 5: John plays a Spy on Bob and looks at his hand. 

Hand 6: Jim plays a Guard against Bob and guesses that he has the Baron - He does and is OUT! 

Hand 7: John plays a Guard against Jim and guesses that he has the Baron - He does not. 

Hand 9: John plays a Guard against Richard and guesses that he has the Prince - He does not. 

Hand 10: Jim plays the Baron against Richard.  Richard's Baron is revealed and he is OUT! 

Hand 11: Jim plays a Handmaid. 

Hand 12: Bob plays a Handmaid. 

Hand 13: Bob plays a Guard against Jim and guesses that he has the Prince - He does not. 

Handmaids currently protect: Hand 1: Jim; Hand 3: Bob; Hand 4: Jim, Richard; Hand 10: John; Hand 11: Jim; Hand 

12: Bob. 

 Tokens held: Bob  1,    Jim  0,    Richard  0,    &    John  0. 

 

In My Neighborhood continued 

Glenn falls closer to the framer end of the wood worker continuum than the finish carpenter or cabinet 

maker end.  He had cut a bit off the top of the left end of the stick to fit under the marble but it was on the 

rough side.  They asked me if I could make it look nicer and make the other end look good in relation to the 

window sill and the end of the counter.  The stick was long enough to cut off Glenn’s first attempt and still 

have enough length.  I roughed out the notch on his miter saw, but then we drove up to my place for a plane 

and chisel.  I wasn’t very happy about my results, but it was an improvement, and they liked it so I didn’t 

rework it.  I cut the other end to the proper length, and Glenn had a round over bit of the right size, but his 

router was more than I wanted to have to handle on the end of a small cross section of wood.  So, we made 

another trip to my place.  After routing radiuses on the top and front of the right end and some sanding, we 

put it in place where it looked very nice. I’m working on a small piece to fit behind the wall and backsplash 

where it is held away from the sheet rock by the apron under the window’s sill. 
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Round One Breaking Away! Lake Crescent 

The Pedalutionaries surge into the lead; Stephanie and Barcelona go out with them.  The main pelaton takes 

a more leisurely approach at the sound of the starter’s gun.  There was a bit of jostling, but the riders did 

not try to crowd too close together. 

Square Rider(s) Replacement Card 

9 Che Guevara 3 

8 Thomas Paine; Barcelona; Maximilien Robespierre 4 

7 Stephanie; Simon de Montfort 7 

6  

5 Lara Lettice; Sacha Dhawan; Athens 3 

4 Scotch; Sydney; Moog; Gin 6 

3 Anthony Ainley; Brandy; Rum; Roland 10 

2 Cassie Peaches; John Simm; Florence; Korg 14 

1 Fairlight; Roger Delgado; Wilfred Lawrie Nicholas 15 
Listed are the teams, player, accumulated points and manager (if any).  Columns show level, card played, rider's name and cards 

currently held, with current replacement listed last. 

 

The Masters  ( Jim Reader ) 

Points: 0 

Team Manager: Missy 

A 1 Roger Delgado 15 10 4 15 

B 3 Anthony Ainley 15 7 10 

C 2 John Simm 15 3 14 

D 5 Sacha Dhawan 10 1 3 

 

Team Spirit  ( Roger Trethewey ) 

Points: 0 

A 4 Scotch 13 10 3 6 

B 3 Brandy 13 9 10 

C 3 Rum 10 7 10 

D 4 Gin 9 3 6 

 

Keyboard Kings  ( Richard Smith ) 

Points: 0 

Team Manager: Jean-Michel Jarre 

A 1 Fairlight 14 13 2 15 

B 4 Moog 15 6 6 

C 3 Roland 13 4 10 

D 2 Korg 9 5 14 

 

Bojo's Progeny  ( Steve Ham ) 

Points: 0 

A 5 Lara Lettice 14 10 1 3 

B 2 Cassie Peaches 15 8 14 

C 7 Stephanie 11 2 7 

D 1 Wilfred Lawrie Nicholas 9 6 15 

 

Favorite Cities  ( Chris Hibbert ) 

Points: 0 

A 4 Sydney 15 11 6 

B 8 Barcelona 13 4 4 

C 2 Florence 11 7 14 

D 5 Athens 7 4 3 

 

Pedalutionaries  ( Bob Pitman ) 

Points: 0 

A 8 Thomas Paine 11 6 5 4 

B 9 Che Guevara 10 6 3 

C 8 Maximilien Robespierre 7 5 4 

D 7 Simon de Montfort 5 4 7 

 

Press: 

JMJ: Allez, allez, allez!  Marcia Moderato en Dorian Mode. 

The Event Director was overheard talking with Dr. Betternot:  “At last they’re off.  I was beginning to 

wonder if we’d never get them on the road.” 

Dr. U. Betternot:  “Should be a good race.  I noticed several of the riders hyper-ventilating just before the 

gun sounded.  I think rumor of that vest has gotten around.” 

The head of security was overheard telling the Event Director, “Now that the weather has improved, the 

roads look a lot better.  The course markings are much clearer than they would have been during the wet 

season.  The county road crew is standing by near that landslide site, just in case.” 
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Track  no. 10 

The Celestial Steam Locomotive 
A new and totally different subzine with nothing to do with blancmanges 

richard530smith@btinternet.com 
 

4th June 2021 

King Philip came over for great spaghetti, or (do) kindly place candy out for good students, or (Dear) 
Kevin, please come over for gay sex. Mnemonics are great for those of us with aging grey matter who 
still need to remember things. I also use associations at work such as "average body mass index" to 
remember the name of the BM25 similarity algorithm. If all else fails, there's always bluffing in the IT 
world. For example you might say: "Have you considered using Hedgehog?" Not wanting to admit to 
ignorance, others in the meeting might say "I'll look into that after lunch".   
 
On my home PCs I use DuckDuckGo as my search engine, but my work laptop is set up with what I 
presume is the current Windows 10 default. On the start screen, underneath the Bing search bar it 
reminds me of my last four searches. I haven't actually tried to disable this (may not be possible with a 
locked-down machine) but I can imagine that whilst not a problem when working from home, at the 
office with a large screen, you may not want everyone to see "great tits". Not that I would ever search 
for anything like that, ornithology isn't my bag :-) 
 
I haven't spent much time recently in front of the gogglebox, but did recently buy a second-hand DVD 
boxed set of Lexx. I never really watched much of it when it was originally on, usually late at night.  Its 
dark comedy and fetishist imagery mark it out from other series.  Whilst I wouldn't say it was one of the 
sci-fi greats, I did enjoy most of it - season 1 from 1997 with its feature-length episodes and guest stars 
(such as Rutger Hauer) is probably the best. Season 2 had a mix of sci-fi and perverse comedy with 
season 3 being more serious, verging on deep and meaningful. The final season set on Earth got a bit 
silly but wasn't a bad way to end it all.  I am intending to revisit Fringe soon - I have all the DVDs but I'm 
pretty sure I've only watched 'em once.  
 
On the games front I have prepared for a gamestart of the Discovery variant of Railway Rivals but still 
need a confirmed fourth player. I have opened a list for my new Suppenkasper Choice variant (rules in 
this zine and on the VP website at https://variablepig.org/rules/choice.html). It should be an absolute 
blast and any number can play - the more the merrier but hopefully at least 5. King of Tokyo is about to 
finish with no boardgame conversion to replace it - Feudality (one of my all-time favourites) only needs 
one more but can take two, whilst Great Brain Robbery needs at least three more takers. 
 
Richard 
 

In a famous paper published in 1956, psychologist George Miller suggested that the capacity of 
short-term memory for storing a list of items was somewhere between five and nine.   

https://variablepig.org/rules/choice.html
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CRYSTAL BALL 2021 - BETTER LATE THAN NEVER 
 

No Sport Event Date Richard Arthur John Steve Martin 

1L Cricket India v England TM Feb-Mar India 2 England Draw England India 2 
2L Rugby Six Nations winner Feb-Mar France 1 Wales 2 France 1 France 1 Scotland 

3L Golf US Masters winner April McIlroy McIlroy Thomas Johnson Cantlay 

4L Snooker World champion Apr-May Trump Trump Trump O'Sullivan Higgins 

5L Football Euro 2020 winner June England  France Belgium France France 

6L F1 British GP winner July Verstapp. Hamilton Hamilton Hamilton Hamilton 

7L Olympics UK Gold medals August 22 23 40 14 14 

8L Olympics US Gold medals August 44 47 60 0 22 

9 Tennis US Open women's  Sept Halep Williams Osaka Osaka Osaka 

10 Athletics London Marath. M October Kipchoge Kipchoge Kipchoge  Kitata Kipchoge 

11 Baseball World Series  Oct-Nov Dodgers Dodgers Dodgers  Yankees Yankees 

12 Boxing Fury v Joshua TBA Joshua Joshua Fury Fury Joshua 

TB Cricket Total runs scored in 
World T20 final 

Nov  366 381 320 332 315 

Latest score after four events 3 2 1 1 2 

Score 2 points for picking the winner, 1 for runner up except for the two-horse races events (1 and 12) 
where it's 2 points or nothing, and draw is an option. For the medals 2 points if within 2, 1 point for within 
5. Events are void if not completed by 31st December 2021. 
 
After no points were scored for the golf or the snooker, we move on to good old footy with the mighty 
Ingerland among the favourites this year. Euro 2020 is definitely on as is the British Formula 1 GP. But 
there is some doubt still over the Olympics and Fury v Joshua may not happen this year, if at all. 
 

Golden Strider Tarnished V2 - ROUND 9 
 

Arthur Owen, Jim Reader, Steve Ham, John Walker and Bob Gingell are our athlete managers each of 
whom has two runners in this race which is 64 squares long. 
 

P S  Runner 

1 42  Twitchy  

2 39  Stan Ozolol 

3= 38  Glen Buterol  

3= 38  Nutkin 

5 36  Mr. Smith 

6= 34  Mr. Jones   

6= 34  Ann Droid 

8 33  Al Berto 

9= 30  S A Lazar 

9= 30  Will Do  

 

The field begins to stretch out with Twitchy pulling away slightly from Ozolol and the rest of the chasing 
pack. Lazar and Do are some way behind the rest of the field and may or may not be able to catch up.  
 
So now, surely some athletes must be intending to dash for the tape - but will they remember to pretend 
to be exhausted afterwards? And have they been eating Burritos? 
 
Managers are reminded that all runners holding a /3 card must now play it.   
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King of Tokyo - Round 15 
 
Rumble Report 

Plenty of action as we head into the final round... 

Bout 1: Cyclops survives but Cretosaurus only needs 1VP to win the bout - albeit 
killing both rivals is tricky thanks to Jets. 

Bout 2: Cyclops gains some VPs but Brexitator is setting pretty. 

Bout 3: Brexitator fails to match Cyclops' VPs but the aggressive Cretosaurus has the last word (Cyclops 
and Megakitty1 have some defences and Brexitator 6 health points) 

Bout 4: Megakitty1 goes on the offensive, killing Brexitator and almost taking out Cretosaurus too. If 
Cretosuarus can get enough energy to burn the top 3 cards (costs 2E) and buy Gas Refinery he could 
win, though if he damages Megakitty1 who then yields Tokyo, he loses 1H from Burrowing! 
 
Turn 15 Bouts Table 

Bout 1 Bout 2 

Megakitty1 rolls 1, 1, C, E, E, H 
Megakitty1 rolls [1, 1, H], 1, E, E 
Megakitty1 rolls [1, 1, 1, H] 1, C 
Megakitty1 gets 2VP for 4 1s 
Megakitty1 heals 1H 
Megakitty1 inflicts 1 damage on Cyclops who 
yields Tokyo +1VP 
 

Cyclops rolls 1, 1, 2, 2, 3, E 
Cyclops rolls [2, 2], 1, 2, C, H 
Cyclops rolls [2, 2, 2] C, E, H 
Cyclops heals 1H 
Cyclops gets 2VP for 3 1s 
Cyclops inflicts 1 damage on Cretosaurus who 
remains in Tokyo 
Cyclops spends 2E to heal 1 extra H 

Bout 3 Bout 4 

Brexitator rolls 2, C, C, C, H, H 
Brexitator rolls 1, 3, 3, E, H, H 
Brexitator rolls: [3, 3] 1, 2, 3, E 
Brexitator gains 3VP for 3 3s 
Brexitator inflicts no damage on Cretosuarus 
Brexitator saves 4E 

Megakitty1 gets 2VP for being in Tokyo 
Megakitty1 rolls 1, 2, C, C, H, H 
Megakitty1 rolls [C,C]1, 2, C, H 
Megakitty1 rolls [C,C,C] 1, C, H  +C for Burrowing 
Megakitty1 heals 1H 
Megakitty1 inflicts 5 damage on all opponents, killing 
Brexitator 

 
Status Table (italic monster in Tokyo, bold turn is next up) 

Turn Bout 1 V H E Bout 2 V H E Bout 3 V H E Bout 4 V H E 

13         Cyclops 

(Kevin Lee) 

Cards: 
Camouflage 

12 3 4     

14 Cyclops 

(Kevin Lee) 
Cards: None 

6 1 6 Cretosaurus 
(Jim Reader) 
Cards: None  

5 7 1 Megakitty1 

(Bob Pitman) 
Cards: Armor 

Plating 

4 4 3 Cyclops 

(Kevin Lee) 
Cards: Energy 

Hoarder 

12 3 2 

15 Megakitty1 
(Bob Pitman) 
Cards: Jets  

3 3 0 Cyclops 

(Kevin Lee) 
Cards: Rapid 

Healing  

7 7 0 Brexitator 

(John Walker) 
Cards: None 

10 6 4 Megakitty1 
(Bob Pitman) 
Cards: 
Burrowing 

4 7 0 

16 Cretosaurus 
(Jim Reader) 

Cards: Even 

Bigger  

6 5 1 Brexitator 
(John Walker) 

Cards: Energy 

Drink  

12 5 1 Cretosaurus 
(Jim Reader) 
Cards: None 

3 6 1 Cretosaurus 
(Jim Reader) 

Cards: Solar 

Powered 

8 1 5 
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Card Descriptions [Owned by Monsters] 

Name Type Cost Description 

Armor Plating Keep 4 No damage when taking exactly 1 damage 

Battery Monster Keep 3 6E in reserve, move 2 into bank before turn  

Energy Hoarder Keep 3 get 1V for every 6E in bank at end of turn 

Media Friendly Keep 2 +1E when buying cards 

Solar Powered Keep 2 +1E if no E at end of turn 

Burrowing Keep 5 +1C on roll when in Tokyo, when yielding new monster gets -1H 

Jets Keep 5 No damage when yielding Tokyo 

Rapid Healing Keep 3 Spend 2E any time to get 1H 

Spiked Tail Keep 5 +1C if at least 1C rolled 

Even Bigger Keep 4 +2H when card bought, can have up to 12H as long as card owned 

Camouflage Keep 3 Roll die for each H lost, if H rolled do not lose that H 

Energy Drink Keep 3 Spend 1E to get extra dice roll 

Turn 16 Bout 1: Cretosaurus (Jim) to play. Megakitty1 (Bob) is in Tokyo. 

# Name Type Cost Description 

1 Tank Discard 4 +4VP -3H 

2 Alien Origin Keep 3 Power cards cost 1E less to buy 

3 Energy Hoarder Keep 3 Gain 1 VP for every 6E in hand at end of turn 

4 Acid Attack Keep 6 Add 1C to roll 

5 Poison Quills Keep 3 +2C if 222 or better in numbers 

6 Fire Breathing Keep 4 Neighbouring monsters lose 1H if at least 1C rolled 

Turn 16 Bout 2: Brexitator (John) to play. Cretosaurus (Jim) is in Tokyo.  

# Name Type Cost Description 

1 Extra Head Keep 7 You get 1 extra die 

2 Made In A Lab Keep 2 Can buy cards from reserve 

3 Flame Thrower Discard 3 All other monsters -2H 

4 Jet Fighters Discard 5 +5VP -4H 

5  Nuclear Power Plant Discard 6  +2VP +3H 

6 Nova Breath Keep  7 Claws wound all rival monsters 

Turn 16 Bout 3: Cretosaurus (Jim) to play (+2V). Cretosaurus (Jim) is in Tokyo.  

# Name Type Cost Description 

1 Shrink Ray Keep 6 Give 1 Shrink Ray token to each monster you wound. On their 
turn monsters roll 1 die less for each token. Rolled Hs may 
be used to remove tokens instead of damage. 

2 Giant Brain Keep 5 1 extra dice roll per turn 

3 Evacuation Orders Discard 7 All rival monsters lose 5VP 

4 Tank Discard 4  +4VP -3H 

5 Freeze Time Keep 5 Roll 1,1,1 or more to get extra turn with one less die 

6 Apartment Building Discard 5 +3VP 

Turn 16 Bout 4: Cretosaurus (Jim) to play (+2V). Megakitty1 (Bob)is in Tokyo.  

# Name Type Cost Description 

1 It Has A Child Keep 7 If you lose all H, lose all VPs and restart on 10H outside Tokyo 

2 We're Only Making 
It Stronger 

Keep 3 When you lose 2H or more gain 1E 

3 Gourmet Keep 4 2VPs when you roll 111 or better 

4 Rapid Healing Keep 3 Spend 2E any time to gain 1H 

5 Gas Refinery Discard 6 +2VP all other monsters -3H 

6 Eater of the Dead Keep 4 +3VP every time a monster drops to 0H 
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ONLY CONNECT - POSTAL TURN 2 
We continue with 6 players, more can join (will be assumed to 
have passed on all questions in the first two rounds). Rules are 
included in VP 185 and (slightly improved) available on the VP 
website here https://variablepig.org/rules/onlyconnect.html 
 
Remember each player has three shield tokens for the whole 
game (over three postal turns), Use them wisely! Pictures are 

drawn by me (the proud owner of a grade C art O-level). 
 
Quite a few points scored for the connections, with Steve being the first to get the drawings one. Those 
who commented all seemed to recognize #3, have some ideas for #1 and none for #2 (must be the 
helmet hair). 
 
Three players scored for sequence two despite not giving what's on the card. This does happen on the 
TV show when Victoria says she will award the points if the team can make a good enough case for their 
answer. In this case there are two valid answers after 2 clues, but only one after 3. 
 
Steve did have an incorrect guess at the picture sequence but used a shield. 
 
Three correct on the Wall, and three spotted the theme on the missing vowels, though Steve was not 
one of them, allowing Bob to draw level with John not far behind... 
 

Scorecard 
 

Player SR Co1 Co2 Co3 Co4 Se1 Se2 Se3 W1 W2 W3 MV1 MV2 MV3 Score 

Steve Guest 1 2 2 2 2 5 2 0 0 2 0 3 0 0 20 

Bob Pitman 3 2 2 0 0 5 3 0 0 2 0 3 3 0 20 

John Walker 3 2 2 2 0 3 0 0 0 2 0 3 3 0 17 

Steve Ham 3 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 0 9 

Chris Hibbert 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 4 

Marsdens 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

X indicates excluded from further guesses on question  
SR = Shields Remaining 

 

Connections 
 
We are in the third postal turn so there are four clues for each question and you get 1 point for a correct 
guess as the connection between the clues. As it’s the last round, shields are no longer much use – might 
as well have a guess.  
 
1) mission impossible; 15 step; living in the past; take five 

2) maya; mana; lobha; krodha 

3) niece; con; reams; breast 

4) picture round: 

 

https://variablepig.org/rules/onlyconnect.html
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Sequences 
 
In this round you must deduce what comes fourth in the sequence, having three clues with this being 
the third postal turn, a correct guess bags you 2 points, and shields are no longer much use – might as 
well have a guess. 
 
1) 4: TVH; 3: TSFS; 2: TWOC; ? 

2) darling, brown; healey; ? 

3) picture round: 

 

   

? 

 

Connecting Wall 
 

Wall Dawn Don Cargo 

Gravity Sunshine Shoot Moon 

Dominion Ian Interstellar Comet 

Ica Here Brush Pig 

 
Brush, Ian, Don and Ica can all be preceded by "Basil". US readers may not have heard of Basildon which 
is a rather unpleasant town in Essex. I lived quite near Basildon when I was small and my parents used 
to go shopping there and we all had to meet up at the big rectangular fountain before going home. 
 
So now the strikes kick in, the remaining 8 tiles needs to be arranged into two groups of four, and the 
connections named.  You may spend shields to buy extra attempts, so using 1 shield means you get two 
tries instead of one. Note that I have put the proposed new rules for the Wall on the Pig website. 
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Missing Vowels 
 
For each of the three questions, you can pass, guess, or guess with a shield. In this case the shield means 
you do not lose a point for being wrong. To make it harder the theme for turn 3, as it was with turns 1 
and 2, has had its consonants removed. 
 

Turn 2 Answers: 
 
Theme: zInEs 
1) oDe 
2) aSTRo 
3) oBSiDiaN 
 
Turn 3 Questions: 
 
Theme: O 
1) SG 
2) RL 
3) THM 
 

Choice - Suppenkasper Variant 

 

As per the standard game, but each player has 6 special cards that can be played once per game: 

• FdH: Remove any two numbers from the five, leaving one pair plus 1 possible würfel 
• Null: Do not take a würfel this round 
• KUR: Take a würfel but no numbers this round 
• -1: Refuse all the numbers this round 
• -2: Refuse all the numbers and decrement the count of one of your würfels 
• Suppen-Kasper: Use all the numbers on your leftovers plate 

Leftovers Plate: 
Any numbers not used as the result of special cards go on the player's leftovers plate. The contents of 
each plate are given in the turn report. When a player plays the Suppen-Kasper card, the fussy eater 
has been ordered by their mum to eat up what's on the plate. All the numbers must be paired and if 
there is one remainder, it may count as a würfel as per the normal rules. 

Only one special card can be played per round, except Suppen-Kasper which can be played on its own, 
before another card, or after another card. Example: 

Postal Turn 2: 
Round 4: no card 
Round 5: play null 
Round 6: play -2, then Suppen-Kasper 
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COSMIC CELEBRITY CRICKET - SEMI-FINALS PART THREE 
 

Semi-Final 1  

Teams: The Commentators Nightmare versus Winter is Coming 
Venue: Old Fartford 
Pitch Conditions: Old Fartford is currently "nice pitch for batting" all bowlers -1  
Weather: Hot and dry (spin bowlers +1)  
Toss: Winter is Coming won the toss and elected to bowl first 
Umpires: B. Johnson and D. Trump 

 
Commentators Nightmare: C Rueangthanarot (c), T Limwannasathian, P Chamratsamee, E 
Tavlaridis, Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrngogogoch, C Mudiyanselage (w), 
Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg, Azpilicuetagaraycosaroyarenberecolarrea, 
Äteritsiputeritsipuolilautatsijänkä, Pekwachnamaykoskwaskwaypinwanik, 
Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta 
  
Winter Is Coming: J Lannister, J Snow (c), C Lannister, S Baratheon, Bronn, T Lannister (w), A Stark, T 
N King, T Hound, D Targaryen, P Baelish  
 
Target 207: After hitting a couple of stylish one-armed fours, Jamie Lannister got a jaffa from Tavlaridis, 
edged into Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrngogogoch stationed at third slip. Perhaps fearing the 
walk of shame after a soft dismissal, Cersei didn't trouble the scorers in the first 10 overs, whilst some 
lusty blows from Snow propelled the score to 52-1. 
 
Snow continued to ride his luck but Cersei had barely reached double figures before being bowled by 
Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta. Stannis Baratheon came to the crease and wasn't messing around. He 
and Snow scored freely before Snow finally run out of lives and was caught behind off the bowling of 
Azpilicuetagaraycosaroyarenberecolarrea. Stannis cleared the ropes before he was run out despite 
Melisandre enlarging his bat as raced for the crease.  
 
This left the diminutive Tyrion Lannister and his champion Bronn to try to steer the Winter team home, 
but they do need 6 an over and the Nightmares have saved their best bowlers... 
 

Ball by Ball 

Over Bowler Balls Notes 

1 Azpilicuetagaraycosaroyarenberecolarrea . 4 . . . . Jamie hits a 4 

2 Äteritsiputeritsipuolilautatsijänkä . . . . . . Maiden 

3 Azpilicuetagaraycosaroyarenberecolarrea 1 . . 6 . . Snow gets off the mark with a 6 

4 Äteritsiputeritsipuolilautatsijänkä 2 . . . . 4 Jamie hits a 4 

5 Tavlaridis 3 . . . H . H = possible catch Tav (22) v J Lan (21) -> 10 

rolled -> 1 rolled caught by Lllan.. 

6 Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta 4 . . 4 1 . Snow hits a 4 

7 Tavlaridis . . 3 . . 2b  

8 Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta 2 . . 3 . .  

9 Pekwachnamaykoskwaskwaypinwanik . . H 1 . . H = possible catch Pek (23) Snow (26) -> 20 

rolled 

10 Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta . 6 4 2 H . Snow hits a six, and a four, H=possible catch 

Venk (23) v Snow (26) -> 16 rolled not out 

11 Pekwachnamaykoskwaskwaypinwanik . . . . . . Maiden 

12 Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta . . 2 nb . 2 .  

13 Pekwachnamaykoskwaskwaypinwanik 4 . . 1 4 4 Cersei off the mark at last with a 4, then two 

more from Snow 

14 Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta . . . . 2 .  
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15 Pekwachnamaykoskwaskwaypinwanik . 4 . . . . Snow finds boundary again 

16 Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta 3 1lb . . . .  

17 Pekwachnamaykoskwaskwaypinwanik 4 . . H . 4 more from Snow then H= possible catch Pek 

(23) v Snow (26) -> 18 rolled not out 

18 Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta . H . . . .  H = possible bowled Venk (23) vs C Lan (23) -> 
3 rolled - out! (wicket) maiden 

19 Pekwachnamaykoskwaskwaypinwanik . . . 2 . 4 another Snow four 

20 Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta . . ar4 . . .  

21 Pekwachnamaykoskwaskwaypinwanik . . 1 1 . .  

22 Tavlaridis . 3 2 . . .  

23 Pekwachnamaykoskwaskwaypinwanik . 6 3 H . . Stannis hits a 6, then H= possible lbw Pek (23) 

Snow (26) -> 10 not out 

24 Tavlaridis 1 1 . 2 1 1  

25 Azpilicuetagaraycosaroyarenberecolarrea 3 2 1 . H . H = possible caught behind Azpil (23) Snow (26) 

-> 5 rolled (1 rolled for easy catch) -> out! 

26 Tavlaridis . . 2 1 2 1  

27 Azpilicuetagaraycosaroyarenberecolarrea 6 . 1 . . 2 Stannis hits another 6 

28 Äteritsiputeritsipuolilautatsijänkä . 4 . w H . . Another boundary from Stannis then H = 
possible run out by Lim (field 3, roll D6-1 = 3 -> 

out!) 

29 Azpilicuetagaraycosaroyarenberecolarrea . 6 2 . . . Bronn hits a six 

30 Tavlaridis . 2 . 2 .  

 

Scorecard 

J Lannister c. Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrngogogoch b. Tavlaridis 11 

Snow c. Mudiyanselage b. Azpilicuetagaraycosaroyarenberecolarrea 73 
C Lannister  b. Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta 10 

Baratheon  run out (Limwannasathian) 31 
Bronn  not out 11 

T Lannister  not out 4 

Extras nb 1 b 2 lb 1 w 1  5 
Total (30 overs)  145-4 

Fall 1-20, 2-84, 3-113, 4-133  

 

Bowling: Azpilicuetagaraycosaroyarenberecolarrea 5-0-34-1   Äteritsiputeritsipuolilautatsijänkä 3-1-0-10  

 Tavlaridis 6-0-27-1   Pekwachnamaykoskwaskwaypinwanik 8-1-30-0  Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta 8-1-39-1 

 

Semi-Final 2 
 
Teams: Whovian Supervillains vs. Strictly Cricketly 
Venue: The Jabber 
Pitch Conditions: "uneven bouncer" fast bowlers +2, medium +1 
Weather: "normal" (no modifiers). 
Toss: Whovian Supervillains won the toss and elected to bowl first. 
Umpires: R Rinder and N Owens 
 
Strictly Cricketly: N Kaplinsky (c), J Halfpenny, C Hollins, M Ramprakash, A Dixon, T Chambers (w), L 
Smith, C Flack, J McGuinness, O Oduba, J McFadden 
 
Whovian Supervillains: T Master, T N Consciousness, T G Intelligence (c), Azal, Davros, T Rani, B 
Guardian (w), Sil, Weng-Chiang, Rassilon, Omega 
 

Target 232: The Master had made a brisk start when Caroline Flack rapped his pads.  Umpire Owens 
refused to buy The Master's claim that the ball hit his Tardis, disguised as a cricketer's leg, so he had to 
teleport back to the Pavilion. The Great Intelligence's innings ended soon after in a bizarre way. Can a 
non-corporeal entity get an injury? Apparently yes if it possesses a fragile object, in this case, a long 
beer snake. The team doctor attempted to treat the injury but TGI had to retire. 
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The Nestene Consciousness, a big round thing with tentacles, and Azal, a tall cloven-hoofed humanoid 
then set about taking the Strictly bowlers to the cleaners. Ore Oduba regretted sledging Azal (with his 
best newsreader voice) - the bog paper jokes spurring him on to several boundaries. 
 
It was Oduba who eventually ended TNC's impressive innings (for 80), clean bowling it through the 
tentacles. Davros was then wheeled out with 67 needed off the last 10. 
  
Ball by Ball 

Over Bowler Balls Notes 

1 McGuinness . 1 . . 2lb 1  

2 McFadden . . . . . . Maiden 

3 McGuinness 1 . 1lb . . 6 The Master scores a six 

4 McFadden 3 . . 2 nb 1 .  

5 McGuinness . . . 4 1 . The Master hits a  four 

6 McFadden . . . 4 . . The Master hits a  four 

7 McGuinness . . 1 . . .  

8 McFadden . 2 . nb . . .  

9 Flack . . . nb H . 1 H = possible lbw Flack (23) vs Master (22) -> 7 rolled -> 4 rolled = out! 
Whovians review -> 5 rolled decision stands 

10 Oduba . 4 . . H 4 Intelligence hits a 4, then retired hurt! [injury rating 3] Azal hits a 4 

11 Flack . 1 . 3 . .  

12 Oduba . . . 1 . .  

13 Flack . . . 4 4 . Azal hits a 4, and another 

14 Oduba 2 . 1 6 . 3 Azal hits a 6 

15 Flack 1 1 . 1 . .  

16 Oduba . . . . 1 1  

17 Smith . . . . . 4 Consciousness cracks a four 

18 McFadden . . . 1 . .  

19* Smith . . 1 6 4 1 Consciousness smashes a 6, and a four 

20 McFadden ar4 . 4 1 . 1b Consciousness cracks a four 

21 Smith 2 . 2 6 3 . Consciousness smashes a 6, 

22 McFadden 4 6 2 . 2 . Consciousness cracks a four, and 6 

23 Smith . 2 . . . .  

24 McFadden 1 . . . 4 w . Azal hits a 4 

25 Oduba 4 . 4 . 1 . Consciousness cracks a four and another 

26 Flack . 2 2 .1 .  

27 Oduba 1 1 H . . 1 H = possible bowled Oduba (23) vs. Consciousness (22) -> 1 rolled -> 
out! 

28 Flack . . 1 2 . 4 Azal hits a 4 

29 Oduba . H . 2 . 1 H = possible catch Oduba (23) vs. Davros (22) -> 13 rolled = not out 

30 Flack . . . 3 1 .  

 

Scorecard 

Master lbw b. Flack 20 

Consciousness  b. Oduba 80 
Intelligence  retired hurt 5 

Azal  not out 44 

Davros  not out 8 
Extras nb 3 b 1 lb 3 w 1   8 

Total (30 overs)   165-2 
Fall 1-33, 2-150  

      

Bowling: McGuinness 4-0-15-0  McFadden 8-1-41-1  Flack 7-0-32-1 Smith 4-0-31-0  Oduba 7-0-38-1 

 

Note that I had to change some of the selected bowlers for the Nightmares where they exceeded the 8 
over limit. For the Whovians I checked the score every wicket or 10 overs, whichever came first. Now 
the all-important final 10 overs will be bowled in both games. Orders required from all managers see - 
https://variablepig.org/rules/cccricket.html  

https://variablepig.org/rules/cccricket.html
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RAILWAY RIVALS - HS2 PRIVATE SECTOR (RR2446HS2) - ROUND 5 
The marvellous HS2 tunnelling machine (known as 
Florence) would be used for the HS2 line in the socialist 
version of this map, but for this game, it's available for 
tunnelling under the reserved HS2 hexes.  
 
About 30 of these hexes are still up for grabs as 
companies are reluctant to invest in HS2. Haven't they 
heard of loss leaders? Speaking of which SHIRT has 
nudged into the black thanks to some parallel build 
penalties from BUM and TGV. 
 

SHIRT 5a. [6] (Coventry) - - R21 - R20 - - T19 - U20 
Michael Pargman 5b. [3] (U20) - - W21 - X20 
Blue 5c. [3] (F7) - - Wigan; (L5) - Huddersfield 
 BANK: -2 -1 [BUM, R20] +7 [BUM R20-Coventry] +3 [BUM, O22] +3 [TGV, E7] = 10 

 
TGV 5a. [6] (H12) - G12 - - Manchester Airport - F9; (P20) - - Leicester 
Jim Reader 5b. [3] (F9) --- F8 
Yellow 5c. [3] (F8) - E8 - E7 - Wigan  
 BANK:  38 +1 [ZIPPY, M16] -3 [SHIRT, E7] = 36 

 
ZIPPY 5a. [6] (Birmingham) - K22 - L22 - Birmingham Interchange; (H21) - H22 - H23  
Natalie Amery 5b. [3] (H23) - H24 - Worcester; (Wolverhampton) - J18 
Green 5c. [3] (J18) - K18 - [L17] - M17 
 BANK: 54 -4 [tunnels] -1 [TGV, M16] = 49 
  
BUM 5a. [6] (V11) - - - V8 - - - Y7 
Arthur Owen 5b. [3] (Y7) - Z6 - GRIMSBY; (R20) - R21 
Red 5c. [3] (R21) - Q22 - Coventry - O22 (only) 
 BANK: 68 + 6 -7 [SHIRT R20-Coventry] -3 [SHIRT, O22] +1 [SHIRT R20] = 65 

Map showing the latest builds available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2446HS2.jpg 
 
Rolls for Round 6:  6a) 4   6b) 2   6c) 6 
 

RAILWAY RIVALS - HONDURAS (RR2449HN) - ROUND 3 
 

LLUVIA DE PECES continues its super-straight run from Tela 
(the picture is of a train near there) to the popular tourist 
destination of Copan Ruinas. SHIRT also heads towards the 
west of the country, and the north coast 
 
GTN goes in the other direction, breaking into the north east 
of the map. BRR goes a bit north and a bit south whilst 
RONDAS goes a bit mad on hugely expensive parallel builds. 
The company's financial planning director was later spotted 
guzzling Guaro in the gutter. 

 

GTN 3a. [3] (X19) - - Z20 - YUSCARAN  
Bob Gingell 3b. [4] (Y13) - - - - Y9 
Black 3c. [6] (Y9) --- - - OLANCHITO 
 BANK: 30 +1.5 +6 +6 [RONDAS X13-X14] = 43.5 

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2446HS2.jpg
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LLUVIA DE PECES 3a. [3] (M8) - - - J9 
Jim Reader 3b. [4] (J9) - - -  G11; (V13) - V14 
Yellow 3c. [6] (G11) - - - - - - C13 
 BANK:  29 +1 [SHIRT, N7] +1 [RONDAS V12] = 31 

 
SHIRT 3a. [3] (N11) - N10; (P13) - O14 - SIGUATPEQUE 
Michael Pargman 3b. [4] (N10) --- - N8 
Green 3c. [6] (N8) - O8; (N8) --- - San Pedro Sula - N5  -1 [LLUVIA, N7] 
 BANK: 39 +6 -1 [LLUVIA, N7] = 44 
  
RONDAS 3a. [3] (S11) - - - V12 
Arthur Owen 3b. [4] (V12) - - X13 - X14 - Y15 
Red 3c. [6] (Y15) - Guiamaca - A46 - - - - A50 
 BANK: 40 -15 [BRR S11-V12] -1 [LLUVIA V12] -6 [GTN X13-X14] -26 [BRR X14-A50]  

= -8 -1 [interest] = -9 
  
BRR 3a. [3] (A51) --- YUSCARAN 
Brad Martin 3b. [4] (A52) - A53 - Z23; (A49) - - DANLI 
Blue 3c. [6] (S11) - - S9 - - - El Progreso; (Z23) - Z24 
 BANK: 41 +1.5 +6 +15 (max) [RONDAS S11-V12] and [RONDAS X14-A50] = 63.5 

 

In-game map showing the latest builds at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2249HN.jpg 

 

Rolls for Round 4:  4a) 6  4b) 6  4c) 5 

 

 Railway Rivals Xanth 2.0 (RR2390XA2) - GAMEEND STATEMENTS (cont.)   
A map showing the final lines available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2390XA2.jpg 
 
BOB G (BADPUN) 
It is a bit embarrassing to win by such a large margin. Good Magician is just too good a start location 
with both access to spells and access to the only certain two-way bridge. The four-player starts of 
North Village and Castle Roogna (so without Good Magician) looks a bit more balanced although a 
rush to the main bridge looks to be the optimum strategy from both starts. Three players could start 
at either, though the sole starter at one would have an advantage so maybe the map is only good for 
four. Castle Roogna is a good start point but limited by the one-way bridge, while North Village has a 
potential monopoly of the northern towns but serious difficulties in going south. Christian should 
have done better than he did with his northern start but peculiarly he never bought any spells which 
majorly messed up his ability to compete. Thanks to all for the game but it does seem like a trial map 
for three players given the imbalance between start locations. 
 
One way to balance the map better might be to make the One Way Bridge one way to build but races 
could be in either direction. Additionally, once built from south to north then (like the invisible 
bridge) track could be laid parallel from the other direction. Maybe the invisible bridge could be in 
one of three or four specified hexes (maybe even the four middle ones although those do have the 
disadvantage of a parallel range of hills to the south) rather than any one of 10 hexes, and testing for it 
could cost 1 build point (with no track laid) without the disastrous ending of building for the round. 
Another option could be that magical interference means that the bridges are randomly mixed up so 
all are invisible, and/or each could be S-N, N-S or two-way, or two are visible and one-way but only 
the invisible one is two-way. Spells might be available anywhere (so not requiring a link to or race 
through one town), but purchase limited to one spell per build phase so as to ramp up the risk. The 
Region of Madness is effectively a no-go area so maybe a spell should be available or alternatively give 
it swamp-like build costs and mountain-like race costs. 
 
This is just playing around with the map but I feel that more need to be done to it. 

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2249HN.jpg
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2390XA2.jpg


 

 

Variable Pig  70  Essex 
 

 

The draft version of the revised V2.1 map is up on the Pig site but is still being tinkered with. 
 

Railway Rivals - Bolivia (RR2406BO) - Round 10  
 

Race 22 was quite a long run but there wasn't much between the three 
competitors' lines, MONOPOL just nosing it. Race 23 was the first win 
of several for GREEN, their narrow victory over MONOPOL being 
followed up by and easy win in race 24. An impressive joint run 
between CHE and GREEN dealt with race 25. In race 26, MONOPOLs 
profits were restricted by a large payment to GREEN who completed 
a very good round with another win. The last two short races were 
shared between CHE and EVO. 

 

 EVO 
Bard Martin 

Blue 

GREEN 
Roger Trethewey 

Green 

MONOPOL  
Jim Reader 

Yellow 

CHE 
Bob Gingell 

Red 

22) Villa Montes (65) - 
Rurrenabaque (21)  

10 [36] 

+5 +3 
 20 [33] 

-5 
0 [35] 

-3 

23) Santa Cruz (42) - Santa 
Ana del Yacuma (22)  

0 [34] 

-1 
20 [18] 

+3 
10 [20] 

-3 -4 +1 
 

+4 

24) Brazil S (Sp2) - Camiri 
(62)  

 20 [24] 

-3 +7 
10 [34] 

+3 -7 
 

25) San Ingacio de Velasco 
(53) - Cobija (11)  

 
+5 

10 JR [36] 
-3 

 10 JR [36] 
-2 

26) Sucre (45) - San Matias 
(55)   

 20 [27] 

-3 +9 
10 [32] 

+3 -9 
 

27) Apolo (15) - Guaqui (31)   
  

20 [11] 

+7 -4 
  10 [11] 

-7 +4 

28) Oruro (34) - Peru (Sp3)    
 

10 [9] 

+1  
  

 
20 [7]  

-1  

 

Last Turn 211 203 165 170 

Points from Races 56 80 29 35 

Builds +1 -4 -1 0 -4 -1 +1 

Points Total 268 278 194 201 

 

Builds: 

CHE: (Q25) - R24 - - - U26 [-1 EVO] (cost 4) 
GREEN: (K10) --- - I9 [-1 CHE] (cost 4) 
MONOPOL: no builds 
EVO: no builds 

A map showing the latest builds is at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2406BO.jpg  
 
The fifth set of races is: 

29) Santa Cruz (43) - Yacuiba (66)  30) San Borja (24) - Puerto Suarez (56) 
31) Peurto Heath (14) - Magdelena (23) 32) Aiquile (44) - El Alto (32) 
33) Cochabamba (36) - Tarija (64)  34) Riberalta (12) - Chile (S5) 
35) Concepcion (52) - Paraguay (S6) 

Enter up to 4 new races and build up to 2 points of track. 

 

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2406BO.jpg
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SPACEFILLER CROSSWORD 

Yet Another 
Theme  

Crossword 
 

by  
Richard 

Smith 
2021  

 

The 10 clues 
marked [T] 

are the 
themed 

ones, which 
do not have 
a definition 

part. 
 

The 
remaining 
clues are 
standard 

British 
newspaper 

style cryptic 
ones.  

Across 
 1 [T] Naughtily had sex in corral (4,10)  
 8 [T] Bad entry when inebriated (7,5) 
 10 Lanolin source in Dorset (4) 
 11 US act, unpopular with some (9) 
 14 Mobile phone company from Yorkshire, by the 

sound of it (1,1) 
 15 Indian language from after yesterday shortly 

(4) 
 16 Grow things in eccentric French RPG, after 

dropping drug (6) 
 18 Mountain pass or little 7 (3) 
 19 Door state that isn't a door? (4) 
 21 [T] Does lead soprano steal from trashcans? 

(4,7) 
 22 Booker T's favourite car? (1,1)  
 23 Wildebeest found in growing numbers (3) 
 24 Fix my sock, dammit! (4) 
 26 see 4 down (6,3,6) 
 28 [T] Toilet spoils lair? (4,7)  
 29 Rupert Bear's middle name? (3) 
 31 [T] Mr Bad Train crashed (4,6) 
 

Down 
 2 First lady killed on the BBC (3) 
 3 Cools car, heats room (8) 
 4 [T] (and 26A) Mock tavern, dozen drunk 

(6,3,6) 
 5 Charles, Bradbury et al are speedy travellers 

(4) 
 6 Kebab stick reeks horribly with tungsten in it 

(6) 
 7 [T] Nucleic orb exploded (5,5)  
 9 [T] Born smooth as bananas (3,9)  
 12 Mark found beneath stomach? (5) 
 13 Former Brexit minister confused Arab (4) 
 14 Corn heads sometimes used to hold pencils (4) 
 16 Sharks, Jets or Crets? (4) 
 17 [T] Liked English county, we hear (4.4)  
 18 Ink colour found in Saucy Anne's wardrobe (4) 
 20 [T] One who studies exercise? (3,6)  
 25 Worker to just miss hole in Northern Irish 

county (6) 
 26 Mitre-carrier's shawl used for quiet cry heard 

in German (5) 
 27 Tricky Italian servant seen in Tarzan 

nightmares (5) 
 30 Bendy centre makes final part (3) 
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Jim Reader is the editor. Richard Smith does the printing and distribution from the UK and maintains the 
Variable Pig website https://variablepig.org. The site holds back issues, game rules and RR/BB maps. 
There is also a Mailing List primarily to notify readers of new issues, which is now hosted on the VP web 
server. To (un)subscribe go to https://variablepig.org/mailman/listinfo/piggers_variablepig.org. 
 
 

PIG WAITING LISTS 
 
PUERTO RICO – Brad Martin, John Walker and John Marsden. 1 –2 more wanted for new game (Polar 
Pig). 
RAIL BARON (Colorado Map) – Jon Carter, Arthur Owen, Brad Martin, Richard Smith and Ian Owen. 
Game start next issue. (Polar Pig) 
BROTHERHOOD – Richard Smith, Mike Townsend, Brad Martin and John Walker. 2 more wanted (Polar 
Pig) 
MORE BACKPACKS AND BLISTERS – Bob Gingell, Richard Smith, John Walker. 3 more wanted (Polar 
Pig) 
ROBORALLY – John Walker, more wanted (Polar Pig) 
DICE FORGE – New Game. Kev Lee, John Walker, Andy York and Richard Smith. Game start next issue 
(Polar Pig) 
BREAKING AWAY – Tom Howell, Arthur Owen, Allan Stagg. 3 more wanted (Polar Pig) 
ORIGINS OF WWI – Arthur Owen, Brendan Whyte, John Marsden (on-the-shelf) 
SNAKES AND LADDERS – Roger Trethewey, Richard Smith, John Walker, Judy Ferguson, Bob Gingell, 
Brendan Whyte, Chris Hibbert, Steve Guest, Martin Walker (more can join) Game start Inside (on-the-shelf) 
THE GREAT BRAIN ROBBERY – boardgame conversion. Bob Gingell 3-5 more wanted (Celestial SL) 
FEUDALITY – new boardgame conversion – Jim Reader, Bob Pitman. 1 or 2 more wanted (Celestial SL) 
ONLY CONNECT – anyone can join in (Celestial SL) 
RR DISCOVERY (fictitious map) - Bob Gingell, Roger Trethewey, Chris Hibbert - 1 more wanted (Celestial 
SL) 
CHOICE SUPPENKASPER VARIANT – new – loads wanted (Celestial SL) 
NRICH CENTRAL – anyone can join in (Here Be Dragons) 
RACECRAFT – Richard Smith, Arthur Owen, Ian Owen 2-5 more players wanted (Here Be Dragons) 
SPEEDWAY – 4 wanted (probably instead of Racecraft see inside) (Here Be Dragons) 
STRATEGIC SUMO – Richard Smith 1 more wanted (Here Be Dragons) 
 
 

THE DEADLINE FOR VARIABLE PIG (GRICE) is Friday 16th July 2021  
 

 
 

The Grice breed is now extinct. It was a highland and Hebridean breed of Pig that died out 
in the 19th Century. They were last known on the Shetland Isles. The breed was thought to 
be aggressive, with an arched back, small tusks and a coat of stiff dark bristles. 

https://variablepig.org/
https://variablepig.org/mailman/listinfo/piggers_variablepig.org
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