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Variable Pig (Grice) 
 

POLAR PIG 182 
 
Welcome to another edition of Variable Pig, our 6th this year, which is impressive as we usually only produce 6 
issues per year. Of course, there is a good reason for this enhanced productivity – the inability to travel 
anywhere due to the continuing pandemic. The front cover features the Jalapenos I have been growing on our 
deck. I am the only one that likes them, so we only ever buy one small plant, but each year we get a huge crop 
to enjoy.  
 
I think Murray described the current situation perfectly in his recent letter. “We do feel like we are in a never-
ending episode of Ground Hog Day”. While we were not doing too much before, Jacqueline’s injury has really 
restricted our activities for the last few weeks. The good news is that her ankle does seem to be healing well. 
The surgeon is pleased with her progress and she has definitely become more mobile. She spent much of the 
time between issues with her leg and ankle in a cast and was encouraged to keep the ankle raised as much as 
possible. She mainly used a mobility scooter to get round. Last week, she had the cast removed and was fitted 
with a special boot to protect her ankle as she starts to use it again. She is encouraged to move round using 
her walker and move her ankle round to regain its strength. She has been doing very well and gets more mobile 
every day. 
 
One unfortunate consequence of this has been that I have been doing much more cooking than usual. 
Jacqueline is a much better and more creative cook than I, but fortunately I am not completely useless in the 
kitchen. We have had a lot of salads and sandwiches, but I have cooked most evenings. The highlight so far 
was the roast belly pork, which we shall definitely cook again. A few friends have also bought food, which was 
extremely kind of them, and a couple have helped with the housework. 
 
I am still working from home most days, although I have been visiting the lab more regularly, as one of our 
projects goes a lot quicker when I work together with my technician. It has been nice to get back into the lab 
and do some real chemistry again. The project is quite interesting, and we are learning a lot of new things. I still 
try to walk most days, but I usually stick to a circuit that stays close to our house in case Jacqueline needs me.  
 
Lehigh County has reverted to orange phase, after a few weeks in green. This has meant restaurant capacities 
have been reduced, but otherwise I see little change. The East Pennsylvania Gaming Society was able to 
resume their bi-weekly meetings, albeit with an extremely limited capacity. I have not gone yet but will think 
about it soon. Four of us did get together for our first poker night since February, which was a lot of fun. It would 
have been nice if we had had a few more attend, but it was still a good night. I lost 50 cents! We also had a 
meeting about our bowling league last week. It was nice to see everyone again and I was surprised that almost 
everyone was wearing masks, even though we met outside. We are hoping to restart in September; Jacqueline 
will not be able to bowl until the New Year, but I hope to go. 
 
The main zine activity came from a chance email to Richard from Lars Olsson about his race generator for 
Railway Rivals. This led to an interesting discussion and an exchange of several Railway Rivals maps that we 
had not seen before. Bob Gingell also found a few old maps and I scanned some of my earlier creations for the 
exchange. All the maps that Lars sent were like the original versions of the Kaukasus, Vastmanland and 
Austria-Hungary maps that Bob and I adapted – lacking hex numbers and special runs and some needing more 
mountains and geographical features. This should keep Bob and I busy for a few years. We have already 
started working on the South America map. I always like to try new maps in the Pig, so expect to see plenty of 
new options coming soon. 
 
I have also continued trying to adapt “Dice Forge” for postal play. I was nearly finished when all the maps 
started arriving. Hopefully, I will have this finished in time for next issue; at least one person has expressed 
interest in playing. I was also working on a new Bus Boss map of the Lehigh Valley which was going quite well 
and needs finishing. 
 
That is about all for now. Enjoy the rest of the summer and I look forward to hearing from you next month. 
 

* * * * * 
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Letters 
 
Martin Walker Sounds like you and Jacqueline have had another eventful time, you could do with 
some lucky white heather. 

We could certainly use something – fortunately, the last month has been much less eventful. 
 
Andy York Sorry to hear about Jacqueline's mishap and ankle fracture. I hope she's back in fine 
form quickly! 
Michael Pargman Sorry to hear about Jacqueline’s' broken ankle. I hope she recovered. Here, nothing 
much has changed for my part. Almost 5 months of working from home, and there seems to be no end to it. Still 
no side-effects of my treatment. 

It’s much the same here. Jacqueline is recovering well but frustrated by the lack of mobility. Her ankle 

still gives occasional discomfort but at least the cast, which was heavy and uncomfortable for her 

knee, has gone. 
 
Allan Stagg Thanks to you and Richard for VP 181. Some of your news was not so good - the fallen 
tree was not a good thing to happen, although as you say it could have been a lot worse.  As for Jacqueline 
dislocating and breaking her ankle - ouch!  Our commiserations to her - I hope it is healing well and is not too 
painful. 

She is recovering well, but slowly. The current focus is now trying to cautiously rebuild strength and 

mobility. The surgeon did do an amazing job. 
 
John Marsden Your fallen tree reminds me of the 1987 hurricane. Katherine came to tells us the 
power had gone off and I peered out of the window and announced, "you know the tree across the road. It's 
across the road." Fortunately, it fell between our car and the neighbours'. 

That was also a close escape. Was that the famous Michael Fish hurricane that reduced Six Trees to 

Tree? 
 
Murray Egan The picture of that tree just missing your deck is a stunner!!! So happy for your family 
that it missed the house and deck...that would have been a total Covid bummer. 

Thanks Murray – I can’t imagine how difficult it would have been to clear up if it had hit something. 
     
Tom Howell If you are interested in converting the remainder of that tree (now a log) into lumber, 
you should be able to find someone relatively local with a portable sawmill.  If that is the case, you should figure 
out what you want to do with the lumber after it has dried, as that will determine the sizes your project will 
require, hence the sizes the sawyer needs to cut for you. 

All the wood has been collected by a friend for firewood, although we will get to enjoy it either at 

poker nights or their New Year’s Eve party. 
 
Tom Howell I don't recall you saying what species the tree is (was?). Definitely a hardwood, but the 
photos in the 'zine were not of sufficient resolution for me to see the leaves, so I can't begin to guess. 

I’m not sure what type of tree it was – we have a good mix of different trees at the back of our yard. 
 
Tom Howell To locate a sawyer, I'd suggest calling one of the manufacturers of portable sawmills 
and asking for name and phone number of sawyers local to you.  I have a Woodmizer, so will happily suggest 
calling them, but there are others, Google being your friend here...  ;)  The Woodmizer web site has (or had, 
probably still does) a page on how to select a sawyer.  You definitely want to find one with a reputation for doing 
accurate work.  --  Unless all you want is 'barn boards' - loosely defined as boards kept around for doing 
random, odd jobs like temporary repairs to the stall wall the horse just kicked a hole in, or for concrete forms -- 
and dimensional accuracy not required. I could say more, but only if this is something you are interested in 
doing with the log. 

I hadn’t even thought about getting it cut into lumber. When Hurricane Irene took down one the 

largest trees on our property, we gave some to a local woodturner who made us a very nice bowl with 

it. I do appreciate the advice as there are other trees that either may fall or have to be removed. I 

made a quick search and I think our nearest mill is in Easton although I haven’t checked their ratings. 
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Allan Stagg I think that is it, Jim.  I haven't said anything about Coronavirus, as I think the numbers 
speak for themselves.   

And you’re in the UK… 
 
Michael Pargman The testing for anti-bodies is also quite extensive, but the numbers with anti-bodies is 
much lower than expected, and even people with proven Covid sometimes lack anti-bodies. So, the question 
about immunity is very much still unanswered. Our numbers are still going down, while numbers seem to be 
going up in many European countries (but could this really be a second wave?).  

The antibody results are quite concerning – I hope it’s because the tests are still developing. There is 

still a lot to learn about this virus. 
  
Bob Pitman I’m not getting much follow up to my Covid hospital stay, a phone consult from the 
hospital a month ago and a video consult in a few weeks’ time, I think they are looking for signs of permanent 
respiratory damage from the questions. I think the medical folk are still gathering data, there seems to be such 
a wide array of aftereffects and symptoms while ill that its bewildering even the professionals.  

I think I read about new symptoms and effects every day. It’s rather disturbing. 
 
Steve Ham I hope you are well and keeping free from the effects of the virus. I must admit that the 
UK press is portraying a grim picture of life in the US. Over here we've just gone to mandatory face coverings in 
shops, which isn't pleasant but hardly difficult. I don't understand the people protesting against this as it 
obviously has some protection benefit and most other countries are doing more.  

All is good here. The North East, especially New York and New Jersey,  of the US was hit badly in 

April but locked down quickly and have managed to get the worst of the pandemic under control. 

Cases are increasing again in Pennsylvania, so restrictions have increased, but it’s not as bad the 

Southern States now. Hopefully, this will continue. 
 

Andy York Regarding C-19, the governor finally authorized masking requirements, but a county 
may "opt-out" by applying and having very low active cases (or is it hospitalizations). About 1/3 of the counties, 
reportedly, have done that - I don't know if that's requests for opting out or authorized opting out. However, 
most of them are very rural areas with low numbers of inhabitants (quick look-up on Wikipedia, there are 8 
counties under 1k population and 11 more under 2k). The governor also, about a week later, authorized fining 
of folks now wearing a mask where required (where he previously was requiring it, but no penalty if you didn't). 

Glad to hear that you’re still doing well. Texas has definitely been making the news recently, along 

with Arizona, Florida, and California, and not for good reasons. I can understand the county 

exemptions, particularly in areas as rural and remote as West Texas, but the differing messages may 

not help. 
 
Andy York Houston is a hot spot, as is the Dallas area and RGV (Rio Grande Valley), but not too 
serious here (but things are trending up a bit). There are still folks refusing to wear masks or, after wearing one 
to get by the gatekeeper at the store door, ensure their chins are well protected. I was very much heartened 
when doing my monthly Costco run that one of the floor walkers asked a person to pull up their mask, so their 
nose was covered. If only more places would do that! 

People are still pretty good about wearing masks around here, although that may be just the few 

places that I visit. Many of my friends and colleagues do say the same though. Most stores do require 

face masks, and these are generally obeyed, but I haven’t seen much enforcement regarding the few 

rulebreakers. I had to ask someone to put their mask back on while I was serving as an usher at 

church on Sunday, but that was fairly unusual. 
 
Brad Martin Most covid-19 restrictions have been lifted in Western Australia, although the state 
government still allows residents to return from Victoria where the infection is still spreading. West Australians 
are still returning from overseas - over four months after the start of the lockdown - dozens of them infected. It 
beggar’s belief that they haven't returned earlier. Many have been continuing to work in well-paid jobs overseas 
and then expecting the state to bear the burden of two weeks in hotel quarantine when they return! Politicians, 
military and police, and so-called "essential" workers are also being allowed in. If it were up to me, I would ban 
the lot of them, especially the politicians and military! We should be aiming for elimination of the virus, not 
suppression, as this is certainly doable in such an isolated state as WA, surrounded as we are by desert and 
ocean. 
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This is a tricky subject as some people may not have been able or allowed to travel back before now. 

I’m not sure how easy it is to travel at the moment either and forcing people to stay somewhere may 

also not be possible. A friend of mine had to travel for family reasons and there was some concern 

whether he would be able to come back. 
 
Bob Pitman Just read that Local Authorities in Greater Manchester have a Major Incident declared 
in response to a Covid spike... not good. On the plus side if it were left to the central Government it would have 
been declared and the response to it would have been scheduled to start in 2 weeks. “Brewery Up a Organise 
In Pish Couldn’t” rearrange into a well know Government policy objective. 

This sounds like how it should actually work, once the pandemic is manageable. There is a similar 

situation in Pennsylvania right now, with Allegheny County (Pittsburgh) under more restrictions than 

the rest of Pennsylvania. I’m not sure if this is possible in many other states right now. 
 
Michael Pargman The current pandemic situation in Sweden is good at the moment. There is extensive 
testing now, and the number of people having to get intensive care are down to single numbers per day the last 
two weeks, as are the number of dead with Covid. 

The pandemic situation in Pennsylvania is much the same – maybe increasing slightly, but we are still 

in green phase of re-opening (this still means there are restrictions). There has been an outbreak 

around Pittsburgh and Allegheny County, but that is on the other side of the State. I still think PA is 

handling this reasonably well. Sadly, the situation is worsening in much or the rest of the United 

States and also Latin America. Is your sister and her family OK in Argentina? 
 
Michael Pargman My sister moved to Montevideo in Uruguay four or five years ago because it was very 
difficult to live with small kids in Buenos Aires. And Uruguay seems to be one of the least affected countries. 

That’s good to hear. I’ve never been to Uruguay. One day, if I ever get back to Argentina, I’d like to 

take the ferry across the River Plate to Montevideo. 
 
Carolyn Townsend I hope you are keeping well and safe from Covid 19.  We are as busy as always – we 
are having a relaxing weekend trying to catch up on housework and gardening.  The house has been noisy as 
we are having our en suite refurbished – when it has been completed it will be fab but, in the meantime, it is 
noisy and dusty.  Only a few more days to go before it is finished. 

Not much happening here as our activities are pretty restricted by Jacqueline’s ankle and cast. She 

has another meeting with the surgeon on Wednesday when hopefully she will lose the cast and have a 

little more freedom. I will probably do some gardening tomorrow and check out the basement to see 

whether there was any flood damage from Tuesday’s storm. I went shopping at the Easton Farmer’s 

Market today and also bought some beer. It’s an action-packed life right now. Glad you’re all OK – 

next week would have been Cropredy. Hopefully, we can meet again next year. 
 
David Cowie I checked the weather forecast for the Cropredy weekend, and there is a threat of rain. 
Fancy that!  

I’m shocked – I still missed it though. 
 
Bob Pitman Have you seen Comet NEO Wise? I’ve looked hard and have managed to take a photo 
of a blurry ball from our back garden which looks a lot like it is the comet but no tail.  

I don’t think I’d even heard about these. The Perseid meteor shower usually happens around the 

Cropredy weekend, but we missed those this year too. 
 
Murray Egan Sue and I are well, but we do feel like we are in a never-ending episode of Ground Hog 
Day and wish that we could go on some more trips.  

Glad to hear that you’re doing well. I can certainly relate to Ground Hog Day – maybe we’ll take a 

trip out to Punxsutawney when Jacqueline’s ankle has improved. 
 
Steve Ham Other than the news, there is no news to report other than the fact that the kids aren't 
getting much of an education at the moment. The boys are in year 7 and have had 1 hour in school since 
Easter. They did have to fill in a questionnaire at the end of term along the lines of - I strongly agree, agree, 
neither agree or disagree, disagree or strongly disagree that I have understood all the mathematics covered in 
the handouts (sent through the post) this term. (The answer was Strongly Disagree).  
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It's very disappointing when we hear stories of schools that have had Zoom lessons since May, or even private 
schools which have had their children back since the end of April in socially distanced classes of 10 to 15 
students. At least Boris says everyone will be back in September. 

I hope your boys are doing OK. I feel really sorry for children at this time who need both the 

education but also the interaction and social development at schools. This is a major political subject 

here right now with the Republicans pushing to reopen schools and many opposed for political or 

health reasons. There are real concerns about how to manage safety and the pandemic in schools 

which are very valid (especially with the potential legal actions over here), but I hope someway to 

manage this can be found.  
 
Allan Stagg Here, life continues, with lockdown being eased incrementally.  Julie has regular Zoom 
or WhatsApp meetups with different groups of friends - part of the new normal.  We have gone out for a few 
walks, including one through the grounds of Woburn Abbey, which included moving through a herd of rather 
disdainful deer.   

Great to hear that you’ve been able to get out again – our first effort was not very successful. That 

said, the situation is getting so bad here, I think the only way we could safely go is North or East. 
 
Murray Egan The driving trip in June to Denver (to assist with Emma’s move) was a blessing for 
sure.  Hard to believe that Emma has completed her first month as a rocket scientist (re: propulsion engineer) 
for United Launch Alliance. Tomorrow is a big day there as NASA is going to launch their rocket, 
Mars2020.  Fingers crossed it goes well. 

Great that you had a road trip to Denver – I’m quite jealous. All our plans for the year have largely 

fallen through although I’m still holding most of my PTO in case we can get back to Europe at some 

point. I’m not optimistic. Once Jacqueline has more mobility, maybe we can take a trip somewhere 

(like New England). I hope Emma is enjoying her new job and that the launch went well.    
 
Allan Stagg We have also decided to book a holiday in September, in exotic Ilfracombe - a change 
from our usual Mediterranean of Canaries locations.  Hopefully, the kids will be back at school, so it should be 
quiet, but I wouldn't be surprised if an ex-Tropical Storm decides to hit town while we are down there. 

Have a great time in Ilfracombe. Jacqueline used to go to Woolacombe for holidays when she was 

young, so we have visited the area a few times, but not since her family reunion many years ago. It’s 

probably more than 10 years since we last visited Devon or Cornwall. Hopefully, you can enjoy a 

nice, safe Indian summer there. 
 
Michael Pargman I've had one week of vacation where I went with my brother and his family to a tiny 
island in the Stockholm archipelago. It was very restful with nothing much to do but be there (no Wi-Fi). We 
made some excursions to shores around the island where the kids could jump into the apparently cold water. It 
rained half of the time, but we didn't care, more the reason to stay home and play board games (mostly 
PowerGrid and Viticulture). The island was so small there was no shop there, so we had to bring everything 
with us. The closest store was at the main town in the archipelago, Vaxholm, 40 minutes away by ferry. We 
figured we would bring food for four days and then go there to buy more. Our calculations proved to be really 
poor. In the end we didn't have to buy anything and still came back with food enough for 2-3 meals! Anyway, it 
was a nice break from the routine. 

Nice to hear that you have been able to get out and enjoy some vacation and midsummer. Both sound 

like nice events. I have only seen the Stockholm archipelago from the Stockholm – Helsinki night boat 

(twice) when we had customer events on the boat. Both times were near midsummer, so it didn’t really 

get that dark. The islands were very pretty. 
 
Michael Pargman For midsummer I had an outdoor meeting with some friends where we played outdoor 
games like croquet and boule and did a small barbecue. 

That sounds very pleasant 
 
Michael Pargman Swedes are a travel-happy people, and for a long time now most countries have been 
closed down. And when they started to open up a month ago, they didn't open for us. But now they have, so 
we'll see what will happen with that. At the same time, the number of Swedes vacationing in Sweden has gone 
through the roof. Campers and caravans have almost been sold out, bikes and used cars too and the number of 
people out hiking are the highest ever.  
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Staycations are becoming very popular right now. I know quite a few people that have been visiting 

the beaches in New Jersey, Delaware, or Maryland. There are a lot of beaches so social distancing 

might be possible, but we don’t fancy it.  
 
Dane Maslen Yesterday I received an email from BA cancelling my flight in November from Gatwick 
to Tenerife and rebooking me on a flight with almost exact timings from Heathrow.  Because it was a flight 
cancellation I did, however, have the option to choose to reject the revised travel arrangements and cancel the 
booking.  I duly did so!  That's one undesirable winter holiday eliminated. 

I’m sure it was a very desirable holiday at one point.  
 
Dane Maslen The same thing will almost certainly eventually happen with my flight to Gran Canaria 
in December as it too was from Gatwick, but BA has temporarily shut down its Gatwick operations and 
consolidated all its flights on Heathrow.  Although I might give some thought to allowing the trip to Gran Canaria 
to go ahead as the hotel and buses that I use there would be less busy than the ones I use in Tenerife, I 
suspect I shall take the opportunity to cancel it too.  For one thing I've not seen any evidence as yet that the 
hotel I use has reopened. 

Maybe the situation might have improved by then. 
 
Murray Egan I read that you are talking regular walks to Coopersburg now...how far is that? Our new 
dog (Sophie) adds about 2.5 miles to my evenings and it is the perfect end to a day, very relaxing. 

It’s about a 2 – 3 mile walk to Coopersburg from our house, depending on the route I take, so the 

round trip is 5 – 6 miles. It’s a nice walk whichever way I take. I have gone back to just doing a circuit 

of ours and the neighbouring developments (check out the bridge) most days, so I’m not too far from 

home if Jacqueline suddenly needs me. This is about 2-mile route so Sophie would probably like it.  
     
Bob Pitman As for physio type help I am doing  it myself, exercise running, some home yoga/tai chi 
and I want some weights to use every day but the shops selling such kit have only recently reopened really... in 
a lot of shops there seems to be a supply chain shortfall as no-one wants to get caught holding loads of stock in 
case the second wave rolls in. One of my joys is “forest bathing” and exploring tracks and trails off road... set a 
target, learn the route, get out and run it! I don’t cycle much as I really want a nice sofa like saddle for covering 
any distance!  

It does sound like you’ve been very active, so I hope it’s working. 
 
Bob Pitman I have got out for some nice runs... one up Old Winchester Hill (200m) a few weeks 
ago and while it was rather hot! That was lovely with a great view at the top and the fun of coming down. 
There’s a 20-mile Trail that runs past the bottom of the hill – the Meon Valley Trail – and it’s quite wide, flat, and 
pretty much runnable or walkable in all weathers. At the moment, the only problem is that a number of the 
country pubs that would be ideal after the Hill or trail were closed, so almost home before we found a watering 
hole to celebrate our hill run. The good news is that the harder my breathing gear has to work the quicker the 
breathing pattern reaches “normal” for me while running (note the important codicil there!!)  

That sounds promising and some very nice runs 
 
Bob Pitman My right knee is much improved – I stopped wearing the brace as left knee was starting 
to hurt in sympathy, removal seemed to improve both knees!  

It’s strange how that works sometimes. 
 
Doug Kent Okay, may as well do this before I forget…I should be getting up, packing a book that 
sold, and riding the exercise bike… 

I haven’t been on an exercise bike since our fitness centre at work closed for the pandemic.  
 
Martin Walker I've been jogging a bit lately, only about 3-4 miles, I've done 6-7 but that leaves me 
shattered and I doubt that's good for your health, it's not for weight loss just to improve my cardiovascular 
system, an unintended result being my jeans are now a bit loose. 

A very positive result. 
 
Bob Pitman Last week I was warmed and running well (for me <- codicil!), enjoying a long slow run 
from nearby Bursledon to Botley along the river in Manor farm  Country park... when, while keeping an eye out 
for the runner tripping roots all-round the edges, I missed the trail coloured tiny 1.5” high, 1” wide stump of a 
tree or bush placed strategically in the centre of the “safe” route!  
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I managed a spectacular faceplant, teeth digging out nice chunks of inner lip (but none breaking or coming 
through) and embedding a decent chunk of path grit into my knee (also luckily not my trick right knee but the 
sturdy left). Went on to get another 5 or 6 miles done and after Noel got the grit out of my knee it seemed all 
good until early hours of Saturday / Sunday when the right foot big toe that had effectively kicked the stump 
started burning... guess it took a while to process/release the impact damage. It comes it goes, but it’s meant a 
week out of trainers and missing our newly reopened (yesterday) gym classes.  Hopefully, it fixes itself, I think 
it’s just the compression of the impact slowly releasing and the compressed soft bits in the big ball joint settling 
themselves. Fingers crossed next week is a good one. 

I’m glad to hear that your recovery is still going well and that you’re regaining strength and fitness. I 

was enjoying my regular walks and extending the range where I went, but I keep fairly close to the 

house now in case Jacqueline needs me. 
 
Andy York On the baseball front, things are different. As you know, no AAA baseball this year and 
the reserve squad for the Astros is at the AA ballpark in Corpus Christi (I believe the Rangers are using the 
AAA facility in Frisco). So, Round Rock combined with several other Texas (and a couple neighbouring state 
locations) to offer a 10-team college level league for a 40-game season in July and August. I've seen some film 
of the game, and looked at the Express website, and it looks like they are "doing it right". So, I've checked with 
my rep and I can buy a single ticket away from any others. The cost is $15 (free parking) and, if I used my 
prepaid season ticket funds, will have a 10% rebate back to the account (so, effectively, I'll only pay $13.50 
which'll need to be topped up for next year). So, might take in a game or two coming up. 

The local baseball sounds a great idea and a very positive response from the Express. I don’t think 

this would be an option here. The Pigs continue to host various events where social distancing can be 

managed, but there will be no baseball. It’s bad for the players and the club, but hopefully they can 

recover for next season. It will be interesting to see how the shortened MLB season plays out. 
 
Richard Smith No football today, but I have been listening to the England v Windies test match, and 
it's actually not raining in Manchester whilst chucking it down here in the deep south. 

I’ve enjoyed following the cricket on the BBC and watching the highlights on YouTube. 
 
Allan Stagg Bowling alleys will open from 1 August, but I am not sure when or how the leagues will 
restart.  I did go to the alley for a HUB (Help Us Bowl) event, where we had a couple of hours practice to help 
them check that the machines were working, and that their social distancing measures were effective.  As 
expected, I did not bowl very well - I had eight games, and I am still feeling sore a couple of days later. 

We finally caught up with our bowling league last week when they held a meeting outside the alley. I 

was quite surprised that almost everyone was masked. We were given a number of choices to restart 

bowling and eventually agreed to bowl every other week as another league normally bowls at the 

same time as our league and they will bowl when we’re away. I’m not sure how it will work inside, but 

I know the lanes will be spaced. I will start again (hopefully) in September – it will be some time 

before Jacqueline can bowl again. 
 
Allan Stagg I had my haircut in July - much needed, although my hair had not grown as much as I 
thought it might.  It certainly was not as long as in my student days, thankfully.   

I also had my first hair cut a few weeks ago. I had to make an appointment in advance, and I was the 

only customer, but it was a relief to lose some of the weight.  
 
Andy York I, personally, don't know anyone that has gotten ill by C-19. The closest is one of the 
folks I support on Patreon had one of her New York staffers recover (talked about it on a webchat) and another 
(in London) had their partner also recover. But, other than that, my circle has thankfully not been hit (at least so 
far). 

I also don’t know (or at least don’t think I know anyone) who as caught the virus other than Bob 

Pitman who has written about this in the Pig. I’d be happy for it to stay this way. 
 
Bob Pitman Mums still in the lounge, still not sure what to do about arranging a remembrance for 
her friends, most of them will be in at risk groups so might not want to come out and we’re not sure what the 
situation is regard hiring a venue (indoor in a pub we were thinking). Clarity of the rules and suggestions and 
data is still sadly missing from Government (if not from sterling organisations like Richards ONS) who manage 
to muddy any message that has content larger than “yes” or “no”... and they would probably want to add a 
muddy clarification on those anyway. 
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Good luck getting something arranged. I’m sure that setting rules for any event involving numbers of 

people is a work in progress right now. 
 
Andy York Turning to your comments regarding the police, as you know (I think) I was in the Air 
Force Security Police for a tour and spent nearly a decade working for a suburban police department outside 
San Antonio in the late '80s and into the '90s, first as a reserve office than a regular officer after I left the 
military. You are right, it is stressful, and any encounter can go all sorts of directions. You have to be aware of 
all that is going on and try to temper your reaction to the situation without escalating things. And, things have 
changed in the past 20+ that make it even more so. 

I don’t think I knew (or had forgotten) that you were in the Air Force Security Police or as a reserve 

police office. I can only try to imagine how difficult that must have been and how much harder 

policing has become.  
 
Andy York Regarding police leadership, it is a hodgepodge over the country (and my response is 
limited by my personal knowledge). However, for the most part, elected police positions are generally confined 
to country/parish sheriffs or equivalent and chief constable positions, I don't remember off the top of my head 
about townships from growing up in Michigan. Most others are appointed in city, state, school districts, park, 
airport, port authority, alcohol and beverage, banking, animal health, parks, and wildlife, etc. by the governing 
body of that department. Depending on the actual rules when the department was incorporated, so it could be a 
school board, mayor, city council, appointed committee, governor, etc. The one most obvious exception I'm 
aware of is in San Angelo TX (where a friend served as an officer). There, the police chief is elected, I believe, 
every four years and has to have some minimal qualifications.  

Thanks very much for the explanation about Police positions which I’m sure will interest our non-

American readers. I’m glad to know that there are requirements for each position. Our experience 

with the Police in the US has been very limited and almost entirely positive. Jacqueline did pick up a 

speeding ticket, some years back, but there was no question that she was speeding. I was pulled over 

once when a brake light was not working, although I think this was more for the license check. The 

Officer was very polite and friendly. The Officer at the children’s school was also very proactive and 

helpful. 
 
Andy York The staff of each department, whether the leader is elected or appointed, is not subject 
to any elected. They are vetted and hired according to the rules of the oversight jurisdiction and applicable state 
laws. In the City I worked, chosen applicants, after passing any qualifications review/testing, would appear 
before a review committee and the chief would make the ultimate selection. 

The Bethlehem PD has been very supportive of the Homeless Shelter operations during the winter, 

responding very quickly to any troubles and also helping to bring guests in. The shelter now requires 

“guests” to obtain a statement that they do not have any outstanding warrants. The Police have 

helped to do this, and many of those who had outstanding penalties have been able to clear them. I 

think this works for both parties. 
 
Bob Pitman Not much happening here, the politics is still a mixture of lies, obfuscation and stupidity. 
Life is still a fairly quiet succession of days, recently we have noticed a huge increase in general traffic on the 
nearby main road and even a few contrails from jets going to places that are sunny and still virus infested. 
Masks are mandatory in shops, but no-one is “enforcing” it except some poor Saturday job boy or girl. Boris and 
his sycophants are claiming a nascent second wave is forming in mainland Europe (so god knows what they 
call the situation in England/UK which is still killing more people than this “second wave” they are “protecting” us 
from)... feels a bit like an “Oh! look a squirrel” distraction exercise in progress. 

Very little has changed here too, although I have also observed that the traffic has also increased 

round here. The situation in Pennsylvania and much of the North East is OK and a very cautious re-

opening continues. However, there continues to be outbreaks, although it may be possible to control 

these here by re-imposing restrictions. I think this has happened with Pittsburgh and Allegheny 

County recently. Of course, with Jacqueline’s injury, our activities have been drastically curtailed, 

although I did enjoy a first poker night with three friends since February. 
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Andy York Today is runoff election day, postponed from earlier in the year (my area only had a 
Democratic runoff with three races up). I went in about two weeks ago and voted early. No issues, in and out, 
with only one person finishing voting, one just finishing check-in and me. Everyone masked, sanitizer used, 
minimal passing of material between workers and voters. 

I think I heard about these but didn’t pay much attention – as we can’t vote, these pass us by. 
 
Bob Pitman The news that Mr Trump wants to prolong his squatting in the Whitehouse by putting 
off the election is breaking as I type... I think I called him a tyrant in the last issue... the cap seems to be fitting 
better all the time (view from this side of the Atlantic anyway)! 

That one seems to have got put down pretty quickly as this is written into the Constitution. The next 

item is whether the election will be rigged and by whom? 
 
Bob Pitman We redecorated our bedroom – amazing paint that had absolutely zero fumes - had 
new carpet and then had to have the doors “shortened” – my previous adventures with a manual plane had not 
gone well, destroying one door by accidentally pulling the side of it off. Our nice builder popped in with his 
electric plane and did the planning for me. Huzzah! 

As a paint chemist, I’m curious whose paint you used with no smell. It’s certainly possible now, 

although some people don’t trust the lack of a paint smell. Different parts of the world have different 

drivers behind their paint development – oddly, the Chinese consumer was the first to demand low or 

no odour paints as they associated the smell with chemical hazards (not entirely incorrect although 

reasonable). 
 
Bob Pitman Both trade paints from the Dulux centre in Fareham. Dulux Diamond matt for the walls, 
Armstead Contract Matt White... Low odour and quick dry (water based) for the woodwork. 

I remember Dulux – I think they’re now an independent company having originally been ICI. At least 

one of their R&D sites was in Darwen, Lancashire – both my Dad and I visited them professionally, 

although not in the same era. 
 
Bob Pitman If it hadn’t needed to dry (and the furniture was out) we could have slept in the room 
and I have been known to get affected quite badly with the older “fumey” paint. We don’t work particularly well 
painting, so I get the early (and easier) task of preparation and then Noel just gets on with the painting. Odd 
because we are pretty co-operative at most other tasks, but in common with (probably) many of the other Pig 
players, I am  useless at recognising early warning signs from partner so from my point of view the mood goes 
from “we are fine” to a small volcanic eruption without much gradient in between! 

We stopped decorating when we left Holland. The houses in America are too big for DIY painting of 

rooms. 
 
Doug Kent Could publishers mention in your next issue that Peter Sullivan has a Railway Rivals 
game opening in his subzine Octopus’s Garden in my zine Eternal Sunshine?  People can find ES at 
http://www.whiningkentpigs.com/DW/kent/index.htm and can sign up with Peter at peter@burdonvale.co.uk  

Sure, consider it done. 
 
Steve Ham You'll have noticed that I rarely enter RR or BB games in VP (I think it has been a while 
anyway). This is because life's really busy and I'm pretty much full regarding the time I have for games - and I 
enjoy the other games offered in VP. As the boys get older perhaps that will change so thanks for the offer. 

I had noticed – I hope it wasn’t due to a GM error or something I did as you’re a good player. Maybe 

John will take up the RR Oregon map – I’d certainly like to play it again. 
 
Murray Egan I thought the pig drama starting with Brendan Whyte’s' posted answers (and the 
following 8+ responses) was hilarious... apparently I'm not the only one suffering from early Covid dementia 

      or,  perhaps it is simply that Antifa has broken into the Pig mailing list. 

Obviously, it would be a major target for such a group. 
 
David Cowie I've checked my inbox, and I didn't get the Pig.  

Do you usually get a posted copy? If so, you should gave received one in the mail this time. If not, did 

you sign up for the new mailing list on the website. We had to change the mailing list recently. 
David Cowie Turns out I had not signed up to the new list.  

Thanks for letting me know and please sign up 

http://www.whiningkentpigs.com/DW/kent/index.htm
mailto:peter@burdonvale.co.uk
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Bob Pitman I seem to have fixed my computer as well... it was taking a very long time to start and 
was getting very flaky with its connections online taking an age to completely download pages. I wish I knew 
exactly what fixed it but a series of scans, fixes (chkdsk, scandisk etc) and even a Windows 10 maintenance 
scan). Now it loads fast and the internet hasn’t run at dial up speeds for a week – I am touching wood. 

Wow, I wonder if that would work on our PC that we use. I’ve tried most things without success. It’s 

always a frantic race against time getting it ready for a Zoom meeting. 
 
Bob Pitman I’ve also been using a great android app BirdNet to ID birds by their song, so far its 
identified red kite (chick) calling while we were on OW Hill, a Wren in our garden (I always thought it was a 
robin), sparrow hawk, goldfinches (which we knew from seeing them) and several other birds that we hear but 
can’t see.  

We get lots of different birds in our garden as we back onto woods. Jacqueline has a couple of Apps to 

help her identify them. 
 
Bob Pitman Spent the day watching “the Plot Against America” tv series, just 6 episodes and fairly 
close to the book. There are some scary parallels with today’s USA, some TV exec somewhere did well with the 
timing of this being broadcast. Noel went off it near ep 2 so I binged the rest. The last episode doesn’t follow he 
book but I think it’s got a very “today” twist to close on... just hope it stays fictional. I think Noel has probably 
had her fill of alternative-future Nazi themed programs though she enjoyed “Man In the High Castle” but we 
both thought the end episode was a cop out! 

Another show that we have missed out on… 
 
David Cowie Here's a cheery thought for all the people working from home: if you can do your job 
from your home, then maybe someone living in a lower-wage country can do it from their home instead.  

And on that cheery note, it’s a wrap. 
 

* * * * * 
 

 

BY POPULAR DEMAND 
 

Round Eight – Letter F 
 
1. A Four-Letter Noun: Face (4), Feet / Foot (3), Fork (3), Food (2), Fish (2), Fast (2): Flag, Fart, Fear, Fire 
and Fact all score 1.  

This has been on our minds for some reason 

2. A Verb: Fall (4), Fly (4), Fish(ing) (2), Find (2): Fast, Fork, Fart, Full, Fight, Farm, Face, Feel and 
Fantastic all score 1. 

How many people will take the negative score? 

3. An Adjective: Fast (4), Free (2), Fat (2), Fishy (2): Flat, Frilly, Funny, Friendly, Forking, Fancy, 
Fabulous, Fairy, Fresh, Fuzzy and Fina all score 1 

The standard male answer, I am led to believe. 

4. A City of Town in Australia: Fremantle (14), Fairfield (3): Frankston, Fitzroy Crossing, Forster and 
Flinder all score 1. 

This one may require some research. How did I forget Fremantle? 

5. A Pop or Rock Band: Fleetwood Mac (9), Foo Fighters (4), Free (3), Foreigner (2): Fugees, Frankie 
Valli and the Four Seasons, and Fairport Convention both score 1. 

I think I was thinking of someone else when I set the question, but the Foo Fighters were the first I 

thought of when answering. I cannot believe I didn’t choose Fleetwood Mac. 

6. A Board Game: Fluxx (2), Formule De (2): Fearsome Floors, Fort, Farcical Fortunes, Feudal, Fortress, 
Firefly, Fortress America, Forbidden Desert, Feudality, Flamme, Forbidden Island, Fifty to Finnish, Fair Means 
or Foul, Focus and Food Chain Magnate all score 1. 

As all Friedmann Friese games begin with an F (at least their German titles), there should be plenty 

to choose from. 
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Player 4 Letter 
Noun 

Verb Adjective City in 
Australia 

Pop or 
Rock Band 

Board Game  

Martin 
Walker 

Food Fall Free Fremantle Fleetwood 
Mac 

Fictionary (32) 
495 

John Walker 
 

Face Face Fat Fremantle Fleetwood 
Mac 

Food Chain 
Magnate 

(31) 
484 

Dane Maslen 
 

Fork Fly Free Fremantle Fleetwood 
Mac 

Formule De (34) 
467 

Steve Guest 
 

Face Feel Funny Fitzroy 
Crossing 

Foo Fighters Fair Means 
or Foul 

(12) 
459 

Mike Pollard Fish Fish Fishy Fremantle Fleetwood 
Mac 

Frustration (30) 
452 

Roger 
Trethewey 

Flag Fall Frilly Fremantle Fleetwood 
Mac 

Fifty to 
Finnish 

(30) 
435 

Steve Ham Fast Fast Fast Fremantle Fleetwood 
Mac 

Forbidden 
Island 

(31) 
429 

Michael 
Pargman 

Face Fall Flat Forster Fleetwood 
Mac 

Formule De (21) 
428 

Allan Stagg 
 

Foot Fly Friendly Fremantle Free Flamme (26) 
414 

Richard 
Smith 

Food Find Fast Fremantle Foo Fighters Feudality (27) 
412 

Bob Gingell Fork Fork Forking Fremantle Fairport 
Convention 

Forbidden 
Desert 

(21) 
394 

Brendan 
Whyte 

Fart Fart Fat Fremantle Fugees Fluxx (21) 
373 

Andrew York 
 

Fish Fishing Fishy Fremantle Foo Fighters Fortress 
America 

(25) 
370 

Brad Martin 
 

Fear Full Fabulous Fremantle Fleetwood 
Mac 

Firefly (27) 
361 

Jacqueline 
Reader 

Foot Fall Fancy Flinder Free Fluxx (14) 
361 

Murray Egan 
 

Fast  Farm Fairy Fairfield Fleetwood 
Mac 

Fortress (17) 
348 

Doug Kent Fact Fly Fast Frankston Foreigner Feudal (13) 
341 

Arthur Owen Face Fantastic Fresh Fremantle Free Farcical 
Fortunes 

(24) 
325 

Chris Hibbert 
 

Fire Fight Fast Fairfield Foreigner Fort (12) 
309 

Tom Howell Fork Fly Fuzzy Fremantle Frankie Valli 
+ 4 Seasons 

Focus (24) 
303 

MY 
CHOICES 

Feet Find Fine Fairfield Foo 
Fighters 

Fearsome 
Floors 

(14) 
361 

 
Congratulations to Dane Maslen who scored 34 from the maximum 37.  
 
 
Players Comments 
 
Mike Pollard 
You asked for a 4-letter noun starting with F, but you didn't say how many letters should be in the verb and 
adjective?  So, I've given you two adjectives, my first choice being FISHY, but if it has to be exactly 4 letters, 
make it FINE. 
 
Jacqueline Reader 
Foot 
Fall (you might see a pattern here) 
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Doug Kent 
6. A Board Game – Feudal – my old Avalon Hill history showing up here 
 
Andy York 
4. Sydney 
5. Chicago 
6. Robo Rally 
Ah, I see what I did wrong. Three first three specify f and the last three didn't so I didn't carry it through. Please 
change to Freemantle, Foo Fighters and Fortress America 
 
Brendan Whyte 
So, Jim doesn't want swear words in BPD? Well, here are my answers hi round. you can join me for points, or 
not join me and lose... 
 
1. A four-letter noun with beginning with F        fart 
2. A verb beginning with F                                   fart 
3. An adjective beginning with F                        Fat 
4. A town or city in Australia   Fremantle 
5. A Pop or Rock band              Fugees 
6. A Board Game     Flying circus 
 
Doug Kent 
I thought collusion was not allowed. 

I don’t but in practice it is impossible for me to stop it. I would prefer that Brendan hadn’t done this, 

but I cannot change it. Ultimately, if everyone chooses the same answers, then everyone will get the 

same score and the round will effectively be irrelevant as the positions won’t change.  
 

Bob Gingell 
I assumed that sending to everyone was a mistake and would suggest that Brendan consider changing his 
orders since there is still bags of time before the deadline. In any event, the only person to gain from everyone 
copying Brendan's orders in this game would be Martin Walker who would keep his lead, so I am certainly not 
going to copy Brendan's orders. 
P.S. I am sympathetic to Brendan in this situation because I did the same once due to my updated server 
having "reply all" as a default. As soon as I realised it had happened I took extra care to avoid it in future. 
 
Doug Kent 
That was basically my opinion….I want people to maybe choose MY answers, but I can’t go with Brendan’s, 
does me no good. But it was no mistake, Brendan is a devious one, I know he has a plan up his sleeve 
 
Brendan Whyte 
Oh Doug, you're such a tattletale. Just like your sister Alison... :0 
 
So, Sleeve removed, plan hidden elsewhere upon my person (or some other person's person), and orders 
changed. So now you know what my orders will NOT be....  and I probably know what all your orders will NOT 
be. That makes it harder not easier! Bollocks. Apologies to Jim... I can just hear him saying "I am so 
disappointed." 
 
Brendan, the non-negotiable. 
 
Doug Kent 
I just want to know what the REAL plan was 
 
Brendan Whyte 
Like I'm going to tell the REAL plan to a blabbermouth....  ...or would I? "It's my plan, you're just a guest.... So, 
you don't get to see the back room where the real operations are carried out". But boy, the plan is a good one. 
Those of us in the know (and it's not just me) and rubbing our hands together like sanitizer is approaching its 
best-before date. 
 
Doug Kent 
If you played in Eternal Sunshine like you should be, I wouldn’t have said anything… 
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Brendan Whyte 
Will stick with what I sent before… too much brain hurting trying to change it. 
 
Allan Stagg 
The first three categories are so wide open my entries will be lucky to get a point apiece.  Fremantle was the 
only choice that came to mind, whereas Free was the pick of a long list of possibilities, especially with 60s 
groups being named 'The Four...' or 'the Five.... '  Flamme Rouge was the first game that came to mind of the 
games I have played in the last few years.   Not my highest scoring round. 
Okay - you asked us to check our scores.  I think I should have had 39 points, rather than the 40 shown. 
 
Bob Gingell 
As I think I am not supposed to use certain four-letter words I will go all Good Place and use alternatives. 
I have just remembered your lifelong commitment to Fairport Convention so for BPD round 8 please replace 
Free with Fairport Convention. I had to check that Wikipedia regards them as folk rock rather than just folk! 
 
Steve Ham 
5. Rock Band - Fleetwood Mac (written on the day that Peter Green's death is announced) 
6. Board Game - Forbidden Island (I couldn’t think of one so presume I must be missing something obvious - 
this one is courtesy of Mr Google). 
 
Dane Maslen 
I suspect the first three categories will be low scoring.  Interestingly you've said that the letter is F, and then 
you've added 'beginning with F' to the first three but not to the last three, so it's possible that some people will 
assume that they have a free choice on those categories, whereas my assumption is that we do not.  Although 
I'm hopeful about 4 and 5, I think I'll score poorly on 6 because I'm not familiar with recent games beginning 
with 'F'. 
 
Tom Howell 
4 Fremantle - The first I thought of, but I also like Fitzroy Crossing and Flinders Bay. 
 
 
For the ninth round, the letter is X – just send in 6 different things that begin with the letter X! I will enter them in 
the order that you list them and score as normal. 
 
Letters used so far – L, A, C, H, T, B, X and S 
 

* * * * * 
 

Lyric Quiz 
 

Game Fifteen – Round Four of Five 
 
1) “Listen, honey, just like Ronnie sang, Be my little baby, oh, ho, oh” (80s) 

“Take Me Home Tonight” by Eddie Money 
Doug Kent, Andy York, Murray Egan 
 
2) “I'm so high, I swear I could fly, Me, oh my! I don't want to lose it, So what am I to do, To keep the sky so 
blue?” (60s) 
 “Who Will Buy” by Lionel Bart (from the musical “Oliver”) 

Doug Kent, John Hopkins (song only) 
 
3) “Just a handful of nickels and a Juke box will cure your ills” (50s) 
   “Boppin’ the Blues” by Carl Perkins (offered by Tom Howell) 
John Hopkins 
 
4) “Only boys who save their pennies, Make my rainy day” (80s) 
   “Material Girl” by Madonna 
Doug Kent, Brendan Whyte, John Hopkins, Richard Smith, John Walker, Andy York, Murray Egan, Martin 
Walker, Jacqueline Reader, David Cowie 
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5) “A mark, a yen, a buck or a pound, A buck or a pound, A buck or a pound, Is all that makes the world go 
around” (60s) 
   “Money Makes the World Go Round” by Liza Minelli (from the musical “Cabaret”) 
Doug Kent (song only), Brendan Whyte (song only), John Hopkins, Chris Hibbert (song only), Michael 
Pargman, Dane Maslen, Steve Guest, Jacqueline Reader (song only), David Cowie (song only), Tom Howell 
(song only) 
 
6) “The best things in life are free, But you can keep them for the birds and bees” (60s)  
   “Money” by The Beatles 
Doug Kent, John Hopkins, Chris Hibbert (song only), Richard Smith, Dane Maslen, John Walker (song only), 
Murray Egan, Martin Walker (song only), Steve Guest, David Cowie 
 
7) “I keep you on my mind both day and night, And happiness I've known proves that it's right, Because you're 
mine” (50s) 
   “I Walk the Line” by Johnny Cash 
Doug Kent, John Hopkins, Andy York, Murray Egan, Steve Guest, Tom Howell 
 
8) “If I were a wealthy man, I wouldn't have to work hard, Ya ha deedle deedle, bubba bubba deedle deedle 
dum” (60s) 
   “If I Were A Rich Man” by Topol (from the musical “Fiddler on the Roof”) 
Doug Kent (song only), Brendan Whyte, John Hopkins, Chris Hibbert (song only), Richard Smith, Michael 
Pargman, Dane Maslen, John Walker, Andy York (song only), Murray Egan, Martin Walker, Steve Guest, 
Jacqueline Reader, David Cowie (song only), Tom Howell (song only) 
 
9) “Watch the greenbacks tumble, Feel the Sterling crumble” (70s) 
 “Wall Street Shuffle” by 10cc 
Doug Kent, John Hopkins, Richard Smith, Michael Pargman, Martin Walker, Steve Guest 
 
10) “Once I built a railroad, I made it run, Made it race against time. Once I built a railroad, Now it's done” (30s) 
   “Brother Can You Spare a Dime” by Yip Harburg and Jay Gorney (from the musical 
“Americana”) 
Doug Kent (song only), John Hopkins (song only), Andy York (song only), Steve Guest (song only) 
 

 

Comments 
 
Doug Kent 
2. Isn’t this “Who Will Buy” from Oliver?  Not sure who to list as the artist?  Cast of Oliver?  Was just talking 
about a FB group that does movies, where there were arguments over musicals.  Oh, just read the top part, 
okay so I’m right on this.  And money is the link. 
8. If I Were a Rich Man from Fiddler on the Roof.  I’ve got this movie listed in a guest blog entry I just did 
promoting my new memoir “Helplessly Hoping.”  The blog was my first wife Mara’s ten favourite movies.  Let 
me find the link… https://fang-tasticbooks.blogspot.com/2020/06/maras-top-ten-favorite-movies-of-all.html - 
there’s another guest blog coming next week maybe that includes ten songs that form a bit of a soundtrack for 
the book… 
10. Brother Can You Spare a Dime – I don’t know who it did back then, first version that comes to mind is Peter 
Paul and Mary but that’s decades too late. 
 
John Hopkins 
I think your enumeration of rounds may be wonky (not for the first time, I fear). 
And the theme is "Money/commercial transactions" 
 
Chris Hibbert 
The theme is money/currency 
 
Richard Smith 
Theme is money. 
 
Michael Pargman 
Just because there's another 10cc in there that I spotted right on, and then two more without much more than a 
few minutes. The rest on the other hand seems very hard and will refrain from googling. 
 

https://fang-tasticbooks.blogspot.com/2020/06/maras-top-ten-favorite-movies-of-all.html
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Dane Maslen 
The common theme is money.  Alas the obvious Abba song is missing. 
 
John Walker 
9 Money - Pink Floyd 
Theme I would guess is Money, unlike last time struggling to guess some songs/singers with a money 
connection. 
 
Andy York 
Theme money 
 
Murray Egan 
Theme:  ‘Songs about Money’ 
 
Martin Walker 
Theme - Money 
 
Steve Guest 
Theme: money 
 
Jacqueline Reader 
It’s all about wealth  
 
Tom Howell 
3)  This is the one I gave you.  So, I ought to know the name, huh?  How about James Brown, and no name. 
7) I walk the Line by Johnny Cash.  But I'm not sure you have the lyrics quite right...  (Or it is a different song?) 
8) Opening song from Fiddler on the Roof.  Sung by every actor who's played the Dad's part. 
Theme might be money, but that just seems to obvious, so it must be something else. 
 
 
Scores 
 
Steve Guest 12 (60) 
Doug Kent  16 (55) 
Richard Smith   9 (49) 
David Cowie   6 (49) 
Andy York   9 (42) 
Jacqueline Reader   6 (30) 
Murray Egan 10 (28) 
John Hopkins 18 (26) 
John Walker   6 (26) 
Brendan Whyte   5 (23) 
Martin Walker   8 (22) 
Dane Maslen   7 (22) 
Tom Howell   7 (10) 
Michael Pargman         6 (6) 
Chris Hibbert   4 (6) 
 
 

Game Fifteen – Round Five of Five 
 
Anyone can play. Score 1 point each for the artist and song title for each song below. There is also a bonus 
point for identifying the common theme to the songs below.  
 
1) “Tin soldiers and Nixon coming, We're finally on our own. This summer I hear the drumming,” (70s) 

2) Well, I hope Neil Young will remember, A southern man don't need him around anyhow “” (70s) 

3) “Them baggy sweatpants and the Reebok's with the straps (the straps), She turned around and gave that big 
booty a smack (a smack)” (2000s) 

4) “Start spreading the news, I am leaving today, I want to be a part of it” (70s) 

5) “'I’d rather live in his world (Live in his world), Than live without him in mine” (70s) 
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6) “It's the edge of the world and all of western civilization, The sun may rise in the East at least it's settled in a 
fine location” (90s) 

7) “Something's telling me I must go home, And the lights all went out in (song title), The day I left her standing 
on her own” (60s) 

8) “And if I claim to be a wise man, it surely means that I don't know” (70s) 

9) “Make me a deal and make it straight, All signed and sealed, I'll take it, To Robert E. Lee I'll show it” (70s) 

10) “Almost heaven, West Virginia, Blue Ridge Mountains, Shenandoah River” (70s) 

 

* * * * * 
 

6 Nimmt! 13 
 

Round Seven 
 
A lot of people taking the same column with the second to do so suffering more. Tom moves further ahead. 
 

HAND 1 HAND 2 HAND 3 HAND 4 

  101    98       93  97 

98  100  97  92    89 94  92  71 

83  99 36 96  88    88 93  80  70 

69  92 35 90  85 70 85 33 87 92  79 88 60 

68! 94* 86 21 67 89@ 84 65! 84% 27# 66 91 31^ 77 86 59 

4 1 11 4 6 1 10 5 3 6 12 4 1 11 6 9 

 
Tom Howell plays 55 in Hand 1, 35 in Hand 2, 72 in Hand 3 and 30 in Hand 4.   Score = 8 
Bob Gingell plays 63 in Hand 1, 37 in Hand 2, 62 in Hand 3 and 88 in Hand 4.   Score = 16 
Kev Lee plays 71 in Hand 1, 33 in Hand 2, 84 in Hand 3 and 86 in Hand 4.   Score = 30 
Bob Pitman plays 39 in Hand 1, 89 in Hand 2, 80 in Hand 3 and 28 in Hand 4.    Score = 36 
Dane Maslen plays 36 in Hand 1, 24 in Hand 2, 33 in Hand 3 and 13 to column 1 in Hand 4. Score = 38 
Carolyn Townsend plays 85 in Hand 1, 79 in Hand 2, 67 in Hand 3 and 27 in Hand 4.  Score = 47 
John Walker plays 94 in Hand 1, 65 in Hand 2, 85 in Hand 3 and 25 in Hand 4.   Score = 52 
Steve Ham plays 35 in Hand 1, 70 in Hand 2, 27 to column 2 in Hand 3 and 31 in Hand 4.  Score = 66 
Arthur Owen plays 51 in Hand 1, 23 to column 4 in Hand 2, 77 in Hand 3 and 93 in Hand 4. Score = 76 
 
* Arthur takes column 2 of hand 1 for 6 points (3, 15, 28, 37 and 39) and John takes the same column for 12 
points (51, 55, 63, 71 and 85). 
! Arthur takes column 4 of hand 2 for 2 points (75) and John takes the same column for 10 points (23, 24, 33, 
35 and 37) 
@ Bob P takes column 2 of hand 2 for 9 points (66, 71, 76, 78 and 79) 
# Steve takes column 2 of hand 3 for 2 points (59 and 74) 
% Bob G takes column 1 hand 3 for 6 points (5, 7, 16, 28 and 39) and Kev takes the same column for 11 points 
(62, 67, 72, 77 and 80) 
^ Dane takes column 1 of hand 4 for 2 points (17 and 23) and Steve takes the same column for 8 points (13, 
25, 27, 28 and 30) 
$ Kev takes column 3 of hand 4 for 9 points (18, 21, 22, 41 and 42) 
 
Reminder: This game has four hands. The first two will be regular 6 Nimmt games with all 104 cards used for 
the initial deals. The third hand will be only using cards numbered 1 – 94 so all cards will be in play. The fourth 
hand has a perfect distribution game – each player will get one card in the range 1 – 10, another from the range 
11 – 20 and so on.  
 

* * * * * 
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Work Rest and Play 
 

Game 14 – Round Six 
 
Almost a repeat of last round, but Arthur plays differently. Steve wins the work credit on the tie break rule, 
going back to Wednesday, while Arthur wins the rest credit and the play credit on the tie break going back to 
Thursday. 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Roger 50-49-1 50-49-1 97-2-1 35-33-32 97-2-1 97-2-1  

Steve 56-39-5 50-49-1 61-38-1 35-33-32 97-2-1 97-2-1  

Arthur 50-49-1 53-45-2 56-34-10 50-49-1 97-2-1 50-49-1  

 
Roger: 1 x 1 x 1 = 1 
Steve: 3 x 2 x 1 = 6 
Arthur:  2 x 3 x 4 = 24 
 

* * * * * 
 

Backpacks and Blisters 3 
 

Round Ten 
 
Question 
 
Steve: I think you omitted recording Honor having visited Grisedale Pike (for too long) but presume points all 
OK. 

I checked back through all the past turns and all the scores look correct (with the exception of Arthur 

who was mysteriously given an extra 10 points in round 1). I did give you the points for Grisedale 

Pike, although I didn’t list it. If I run this game again, I will also list the points scored. 
 
16.00 – 16.20 
 
Honor Kleedae got the round moving, leading the charge back to Keswick. War Keys lumped the ultra-heavy 
rucksack into Grange and sat down to wait for the vote. Tarn Hallow was determined to make the most of his 
day, ascending Grisedale Pike. Eddie Inclowds stopped to admire the view of Keswick as he strolled back to 
town. Cloudy Uphere may have lost track of the time as he continued his circuit of Thirlmere. Finally, Brad 
Berry strode into Braithwaite. 
 
A vote was then taken for the rucksack. War Keys, Eddie Inclowds and Brad Berry  all voted for themselves, 
while Tarn voted for Eddie, Cloudy Uphere voted for Honor Kleedae who voted for Brad Berry. The vote was 
tied so War Keys had the casting vote, which he cast for Eddie. 
 
16.20 – 16.40 
 
War Keys decided to wait for a bus, while Tarn treated a blister atop Grisedale Pike. Eddie was the last to 
leave Keswick and the first to return, bringing home the rucksack for bonus points. Cloudy continued his soiree 
around Thirlmere, while a chocolate fuelled Brad dashed to Dodd Wood with Honor in hot pursuit. 
 
Please can players send orders for next time moves with their moves from 16.40 – 17.00 and 17.00 – 17.20. 
Brad will move first from 16.40 – 17.00 and Bob will move first from 17.00 – 17.20. The weather for 16.40 – 
17.00 is rainy and 17.00 – 17.20 is sunny. The card deck was shuffled again. 
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The targets are Skiddaw, Grisedale Pike, High Rigg, Blea Tarn and Dale Head. Reminder: Ferries move at 20 
minutes past the hour and buses at 40 minutes past the hour. The game will end at 18.00 – players not back in 
Keswick by 18.00 will require mountain rescue and score 0. A reminder that players finishing in Keswick 
between 16.40 and 17.00 will gain 1 bonus point; those finishing between 17.00 and 17.20 will score – 2 points. 
 

Player 16.00 – 16.20 16.20 – 16.40 Location Goods Score 

War Keys 
Brendan 
Whyte 

Glaramara (2T2O) to 
Grange Vote self 

Discards Grasmoor 
(3T1O)  
 

Grange 2 x 50p  54 

Tarn Hallow 
Brad Martin 

Styhead Tarn (3T2O) to 
Grisedale Pike. Vote 
Eddie 

Discard blister.  Grisedale 
Pike 

- 
 

59 

Eddie 
Inclowds 
Bob Gingell 

Causey Pike (4O) to 40. 
Vote self 

Skiddaw (3O) to Keswick 
and finish 

Keswick 
(Home) 

 68 

Cloudy Uphere 
Arthur Owen 

Robinson (1T4O) to 
Harop Tarn. Vote Honor 

Catbells (3O) to Thirlspot  Thirlspot 2 x 50p 38 

Brad Berry 
John Walker 

High Rigg (2T3O) to 
Braithwaite. Vote Brad 

Haystacks (1T4O) plus 
Chocolate to Dodd 
Wood 

Dodd 
Wood 

- 52 

Honor Kleedae 
Steve Ham 

Red Tarn (2T2O) to 78. 
Vote Brad 

Grisedale Pike (5O) to 
83 

83 - 
 

43 

 
Places Visited 
Brendan:  High Rigg, Walla Crag, Bleaberry, High Seat, Blea Tarn, High Tove, Lodore Falls, Dale Head, 
Grange 
Brad:  High Rigg, Greathow Wood, Thirlspot, Wythburn, Blea Tarn, Rathwaite, Maiden Moor, 
Grisedale Pike 
Bob:  Dale Head, Blea Tarn, Walla Crag, Bleaberry, High Rigg, Stone Circle, Latrigg 
Arthur:  Lords Seat, Doll Wood, Skiddaw, High Rigg, Thirlspot, Harop Tarn 
John: Fortinscale, Catbells, Grange, Dale Head, Portinscale, Thornthwaite, Grisedale Pike, 

Braithwaite, Dodd  Wood 
Steve:  Stone Circle, High Rigg, Thirlspot, Blea Tarn, Rathwaite, Portinscale, Braithwaite 
 

* * * * * 
 

Breaking Away 11 
 

Round Seven 
 
It’s slow going this round, although a few riders take the opportunity to close the game. Things should speed up 
next round. 
 

Square Replacement Riders 

60 3 Whitstable 

59 -  

58 -  

57 3 Racing, Margate, Canterbury 

56 6 Pegwell, Dumbo, Diane 

55 9 Father Christmas 

54 10 Talking Heads, Major Clanger, Butch, Romeo Void 

53 14 EFL, Mother Clanger, Pretenders, Mary Poppins, 

52 15 Art, Cliff, Soup Dragon 

51 15 Tiny Clanger 

50 15 Harry Potter 

49 15 Blondie 

 
Rules for this game are available at https://variablepig.org/rules/breaking.html 

https://variablepig.org/rules/breaking.html
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COOL PARKRUNNINGS (John Walker) 0 points ALPHABLOCKERS (Roger Trethewey) 2 points 
A. Pegwell    15, 15, 15, 6   A. Art   15, 15, 3, 1 
B. Whitstable  15, 6, 3    B. Butch    10, 7, 6 
C. Margate   15, 15, 3   C. Cliff (2)   6, 15, 3 
D. Canterbury  15, 15, 3   D. Diane   4, 6, 3 
 
CLANGERS  (Steve Ham) 9 points  BANDS    (Chris Hibbert)  16 points 
A. Major Clanger (8) 10, 3, 4, 14   A. Talking Heads (10) 3, 3, 14, 10 
B. Mother Clanger 14, 14, 15   B. Romeo Void (6) 5, 10, 14 
C. Tiny Clanger (1) 15, 12, 15   C. Pretenders     7, 14, 10 
D. Soup Dragon  13, 15, 6   D. Blondie  15, 15, 3 
 
FANTASTIC FLYING PELONTASTICS (Bob P.) 7 pts  SKY SPORTS  (Arthur Owen) 5 points 
A. Father Christmas (3) 6, 9, 3, 12   A. EFL (5)  3, 14, 15, 3  
B. Harry Potter (4) 15, 4, 10    B. Racing  3, 12, 2 
C. Mary Poppins 3, 14, 15    C. Cricket  Dropped 
D. Dumbo  6, 15, 4    D. Boxing  Dropped  
 
 

Breaking Away 10 
 

Round Eleven 
 
The field continues to stretch apart as the finish starts to draw into sight. Dash takes the lead and has enough in 
the tank to win, but the remaining places are up for grabs. 
 

Square Replacement Riders 

99 3 Dash 

98 4 Neves 

97 -  
96 3 Coady 

95 4 Boly, Jota, Ruby, Jodie Whitaker 

94 -  

93 3 President Putin, Checkers, Haskell, Flash 

92 7 Ada, Speedy 

91 9 Zippy 

90 10 Pascal 

89 -  

88 -  

87 3 Canada Plus Plus, Jon Pertwee 

86 5 Tom Baker, President Trump, Boaty McBoatface 

85 8 David Tennant, Brexit 

84 10 Norway 

 
NO RUSSIAN MEDDLING (Allan Stagg) 6 points SOFTWARE ENGINEERS (Richard Smith) 17 pts 
A. President Putin  3, 8, 11, 3   A. Ada (6)  6, 2, 7, 3 
B. President Trump 5, 5, 7     B. Ruby (10)   4, 8, 10 
C. Brexit   8, 6, 3    C. Pascal   9, 3, 10 
D. Boaty McBoatface 3, 5, 3    D. Haskell (1)  3, 11, 9 
 
NOT THE WILL (Steve Ham) 15 points   SPEEDY TEAM (Chris Hibbert)  21 points 
A. Canada Plus Plus  3, 5, 8, 7   A. Zippy   9, 4, 5, 15 
B. Norway  15, 10, 10   B. Dash  3, 15, 8 
C. Checkers (2)  3, 11, 3    C. Speedy (8)     7, 10, 9 
D. No Deal WTO dropped   D. Flash  11, 5, 3 
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THE TIME LORDS (Kev Lee) 9 points    WOLVES (Arthur Owen) 7 points 
A. Tom Baker  8, 5, 4, 3   A. Boly   4, 3, 3  
B. David Tennant 3, 8, 3     B. Jota (4)  4, 4, 3 
C. Jon Pertwee  3, 4, 3     C. Neves  3, 2, 4 
D. Jodie Whitaker (5) 4, 3, 4     D. Coady (3)  3, 5, 14  
 

* * * * * 
 

Bus Boss (Easter Island) BB389IDP 
 

Round Five  
 
Correction: I forgot that the build order for round five of this game would be determined by money 
order, with most money (least track) building first. Therefore, the build order should be Brad, Roger, Bob then 
John. 
 
PIT Ahu Vinapu - Ahu Hanga Poukura: Vaitea - Ana Raakal 
Blue Bank: 76 – 10 = 66 
Brad Martin  
 
Green Rano Aroi - North Coast; (Ahu Akivi) - Ahu Te Peu 
Green Bank: 73 – 12 = 61 
Roger Trethewey 
 
MOA Mataveri International Airport - Hanga Roa: Hotels - Ahu Akivi 
Purple Bank: 72 – 12 - 60 
Bob Gingell 
 
MARS Rano Raraku – Akahanga: Ahu Hanga Poukura - Vaihu 
Orange Bank: 72 – 11 = 61 
John Marsden  
 
Note the build cost from Ahu Tongariki to Poike is 7 and the build cost from Poike to White Virgins Cave is 4.  
 
The first set of races is 
1. Ahu Tongariki (56) - North Coast (36)   2. Ahu Te Peu (34) - Hanga Roa (21)   
3. Beach (S2) - Anakena (43)     4. Tahai (25) - Akahanga (63)      
5. Ahu Nau Nau (42) - Rikiriki (12)    6. Orongo (11) - Important Moai (S1)    
7. Rano Raraku (62) - Poike (52) 
Enter up to four races. The build order for next round is Bob, John, Roger, and Brad. 
 
Comment 
 
Bob Gingell Just a thought on the Easter Island BB map (following my writing of orders) with a view 
to the next version of the map: I think that the connection Ahu Nau to Tepu (or alternatively the link to Anakena, 
which might be better as it slows down the second player to reach Tepu) would be better as a double than a 
single link, since at present there is a severe bottleneck that can be easily blocked which very much limits 
connections to the north-east. I suppose that both links as doubles is an option given that there is the triple 
Tepu to Ahu Mahatua. I recognise that in fact that may be a fairly remote area, but for playability I think either of 
those two needs to allow more than one player to set up routes. In the two games that I have played I have 
either seen that blocking or done it myself at a very early stage, and it appears to put a major restriction on at 
least one other player. The possibility of a starting bid of Vaitea to Tepu looks to be a particular advantage to 
the first player, locking others out of the NE while establishing the potential to connect to the SW corner later. 
Elsewhere on the map I have not yet seen any problem, and it may be that the Tepu strategy is not so good in 
practice as it appears now. 

Thanks for the comments about the Easter Island map. I rarely revisit my old maps, preferring to 

slowly develop new ones, but I will take note of this as it’s a relatively simple change. I must admit 

that I have missed this in game I’m playing, but that may be as my focus has been on the South.  
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A rough rule of thumb I used when designing the map was I made most of the real roads, essentially 

the South Coast route and the central route doubles (or more) and walking trails singles. I made an 

exception around the Poike volcano for playability. Per your suggestion, I would probably make the 

Ahu Nau Nau – Anakena route a double, as Anakena (the main beach) is the main end point for the 

roads. 
 

Bus Boss (Easter Island) BB391IDP 
 

Round Five  
 
BIRDMAN Akahanga - Rano Raraku - Ahu Tongariki 
Blue Bank: 74 – 10 = 64 
Richard Smith  
 
TEAR Ahu Tongariki – Aha Mahatua – Tepu; Rapa Nui Museum – Hanga Roa 
Green Bank: 74 – 12 = 62 
Kev Lee  
 
NAH Akahanga - Rano Raraku - Ahu Tongariki 
Red Bank: 74 – 10 = 64 
Martin Walker  
 
The build order for next round is Kev, Martin, and Richard. There will be the usual 6 build rounds. Town 14 is 
Ana Kai Tangata. Note the build cost from Ahu Tongariki to Poike is 7 and the build cost from Poike to White 
Virgins Cave is 4. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Der Fuhrer 6 
 

Round Ten 
 
Hanover 
 
With six elections to go, there seemed little concern about meeting campaign requirements regarding speaking 
on each campaign issue twice. Herr Owen and the Nationalists continued their single-minded pursuit of 
Labour Reform, while the Centre Party spend an enormous amount promoting jobs. Reichsfuhrer Walker 
spent out on New Order while his Sturmabteilung patrolled the streets, although they couldn’t defend against 
the smears from ex-Chancellor Brad. Frau Amery turned up late but with a clear plan to push the Labour 
Reform agenda across the board. It was a good decision for the Communists and an expensive second place 
for the Centre. 
 
Saxony 
 
The Social Democrats turned their ire towards the Communists who stuck to their guns about Labour Reform. 
Herr Cian continued to burn through his cash reserves at an alarming rate as he focused on social welfare, 
while the Nazis and Nationalists repeated their Hanover election plan. This time, the Centre’s win was much 
more comfortable and profitable. 
 
Hesse-Nassau 
 
The unexpected leader surprised everyone by spending the last of his funds to promote the Centre Party 
message about the Treaty of Versailles. The Social Democrats also opened up their wallet as they changed 
tack from smearing their opponents to an impassioned and expensive plea for justice.  
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The biggest spenders were the Nationalists who obviously thought that more money might help them flog the 
dead horse that is No change for the Nazis despite the lack of obvious success for their New Order claims, nor 
the Communists who stuck with Labour Reform. 
 
This time it worked for the both the Nazis and Social Democrats as they gained ground on the leaders with the 
last three elections to come.  
 

Party Platform Issues Propaganda Street 
Mobs 

Election 
Results 

Total 

COMMUNIST 
 
Natalie Amery 

Pro-Labour 2v, 3sw 
2j, 4lr 
1sm 

13 – 3 
- 3 

- 3 = 4 

16 – 0 
- 0 

- 16 = 16 

4 + 1 + 4 
5 + 1 – 2 + 2 

6 + 1 + 2 

65 

CENTRE 
 
Cian Owen 

Socialism 3v, 3j 
2lr, 4sw 

16 – 7  
- 6 

- 3 = 0 

4 – 2 
- 2 

- 0 = 0 

3 + 1 + 2 
8 + 1 + 5 

3 

64 

NAZI 
 
John Walker 

Demagoguery 2v, 2ar 
8no, 0bl 

0sm 

21 – 3 
- 3 

- 3 = 12 

27 – 2 
- 2 

- 2 = 21 

4 – 1 
4 + 2 
8 + 6 

56 

SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS 
Brad Martin 

Law and 
Order 

2v, 0j 
1ar, 5ju 

4sm 

16 – 1 
- 2 

- 5 = 8 

0 
1 
2 

6 + 1 + 2 

52 

NATIONALIST 
 
Arthur Owen 

Liberal 5v, 6lr 
0sw, 1j 

 

9 – 0 
- 2 

- 7 = 0 

0 
2 + 1 
2 + 1 
4 + 1 

43 

 
The Chancellor announces the final elections will be held in Brandenburg (10, 5, 3 – j, lr, sw), Rhineland (6, 3, 2 
– v, lr, sw) and Bavaria (8, 4, 2 – v, ar, ju). All parties must speak on each issue twice. This means that the 
Nazi’s must speak at least twice on the Big Lie next rounds, the Nationalists must speak twice on social welfare 
and once on jobs and the Social Democrats must speak twice on jobs and once on anti-red.  
 

* * * * * 
 

Fair Means or Foul 6 
 

Round One 
 
It’s time for another round of art collecting by various legal and illegal means. The following moguls are now 
trying to boost and show off their exhibitions - John Walker, Brendan Whyte, Brad Martin, and Arthur Owen. 
 
Please can you send in orders for your first action and second location (auction house or castle) for next round; 
the location can be made provisional upon the outcome of the next round. At the auction next month are a 
Gambier Clay Pipe (D 1885) and Louis Armstrong’s Trumpet (E 1952). 
 

 Brendan Whyte Brad Martin John Walker Arthur Owen 

Cheques 1, 12, 13, 24 2, 11, 14, 23 3, 10, 15, 22 4, 9, 16, 21 

Thieves 4, 9 3, 10 2, 11 1, 12 

Location next turn Auction Auction Auction Castle 

 

2/1 3/2 4/2 5/3 3/2 4/2 4/2 2/1 3/2 4/2 4/2 3/2 4/2 2/1 

              

5/3 3/2 4/2 5/3 3/2 4/2 2/1 3/2 4/2 3/2 4/2 2/1 5/3 Finish 

              

 
Rules for this game can be found at https://variablepig.org/rules/fmof.html  
 

* * * * * 
 

https://variablepig.org/rules/fmof.html
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Grand National 3 
 

Game Start 
 
The last game went pretty well with a good level of interest, so we’ll race again and see if someone can take 
Michael’s crown. If you are not included in the list below but would like to play, please send in the names for 
your horses and jump points for the first two fences next time. Rules for this game can be found at 
https://variablepig.org/rules/grandnational.html 
 

 
 

Player Horse JP at Fence One 

(Plain: TN is 

lowest)

JP at Fence Two 

(Plain: TN is 

lowest) Comments Penalties

Starting JP JP after Fence Two

Arthur Owen 500 500
Arthur Owen 500 500
Bob Gingell 500 500
Bob Gingell 500 500
Brad Martin 500 500
Brad Martin 500 500
Brendan Whyte 500 500
Brendan Whyte 500 500
Chris Hibbert 500 500
Chris Hibbert 500 500
Cian Owen 500 500
Cian Owen 500 500
Conrad von Metzke 500 500
Conrad von Metzke 500 500
Dane Maslen 500 500
Dane Maslen 500 500
Doug Kent 500 500
Doug Kent 500 500
John Marsden 500 500
John Marsden 500 500
John Walker 500 500
John Walker 500 500
Jon Carter 500 500
Jon Carter 500 500
Natalie Amery 500 500
Natalie Amery 500 500
Kev Lee 500 500
Kev Lee 500 500
Michael Pargman 500 500
Michael Pargman 500 500
Mike Pollard 500 500
Mike Pollard 500 500
Mike Townsend 500 500
Mike Townsend 500 500
NPC Middle Man (Median) 500 500
NPC Aquarius (2d6+9) 500 500
NPC Mr Consistent 500 500
NPC Lounge Lizard (12+d6) 500 500
NPC Metro Gnome 500 500
NPC Chaos Theory (5d6-1) 500 500
NPC Mediator (3d8) 500 500
NPC Fade Away 500 500

NPC Slow Riser 500 500
Richard Smith 500 500
Richard Smith 500 500
Roger Trethewey 500 500
Roger Trethewey 500 500
Steve Guest 500 500
Steve Guest 500 500
Steve Ham 500 500
Steve Ham 500 500
Tom Howell 500 500
Tom Howell 500 500

https://variablepig.org/rules/grandnational.html
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The first two fences are both plain fences so horses playing the lowest number of jump points will get into 
trouble and either fall (out of race) or stumble (lose 20 JP). The following horses, played by the GM, will also 
start the race, and move as described below (hopefully I will play Middleman correctly this time. 
 
MISTER CONSISTENT (16 at each fence) 
MEDIATOR (3D8) 
LOUNGE LIZARD (21 at the Chair, 12 + D6 at each other fence) 
FADE AWAY (23 at the start then reducing by 1 at each odd numbered fence thereafter) 
SLOW RISER (9 at the start then increasing by 1 at each odd numbered fence thereafter) 
METRO GNOME (19 at odd numbered fences and 14 at even numbered fences) 
AQUARIUS (36 at Water Jump, 2D6 + 9 at all other fences) 
CHAOS THEORY (5D6 – 1) 
MIDDLEMAN (20 at first fence, then median of JPs used by other horses at previous fence) 
 

* * * * * 
 

Hare and Tortoise 5 
 

Round Fifteen - Holdover 
 
John appealed against my ruling that Kev would automatically win on turn 15; when I reviewed the situation, I 
realized that he was correct and there were ways that he could have won. I contacted Brad and Kev who sent 
in orders for round 15, as did John. However, I was not able to contact Arthur in time and his moves will also 
affect the final outcome. I will therefore hold the game over – I have orders on file for John, Brad and Kev. 
Arthur, please can you send orders for next time. I apologize for the error and inconvenience, 
 
Big Bertie started the round at a sprint, charging forward to the penultimate lettuce square, shedding over 100 
carrots on the way. Arthur, on the other hand, positively crawled ahead one space, obscured by the dust from 
his dynamic opponent. Big Bunny had to kick his heels for a turn, while John waited impatiently for Arthur to 
move to take his spot. Big Bertie ended the round munching on his final lettuce. 
 

Player Start Square Finish Square Carrots Lettuces Next Turn 

Big Bunny 
Brad Martin 

19 (miss turn) 19  42 0 2 

 
John Walker 

17 13 58 0 3 

Big Bertie 
Kev Lee 

23 8 (eat lettuce) 
8 

32 0 4 

 
Arthur Owen 

13 12 12 1 1 and 5 

 

64 Hare 63 Carrot 62 Hare 61    3 60 Carrot 59 Hare 58 Lettuce 57 Tortoise 

49     1 50 Tortoise 51 Hare 52 Carrot 53     3 54 Tortoise 55      2 56      4 

48     2 47      4 46 Tortoise 45    3 44 Carrot 43 Lettuce 42      2 41 Tortoise 

33     1 34 Hare 35 Tortoise 36    2 37     3 38     4 39 Carrot 40 Hare 

32 Carrot 31 Hare 30     2 29    3 28 Tortoise 27 Carrot 26 Hare 25 Carrot 

17     1 18      2 19 Hare 20    4 21     3 22 Tortoise 23 Lettuce 24     2 

16 Carrot 15 Tortoise 14 Hare 13    3 12     2 11     4 10 Carrot 9 Tortoise 

1 Finish 2 Hare 3 Lettuce 4 Hare 5       2 6 Carrot 7 Hare 8 Lettuce 

 
The rules for jugging the hare are also different. A six-sided die is rolled, and the results depend on the players 
position in the race – see table above. All other rules are the same, other than a player cannot reach the finish 
line unless he has less than 20 carrots and has eaten all his lettuces.  
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Die Roll Position in Race 

 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

1 Miss a turn 
 

Miss a turn Miss a turn Chew a carrot 

2 Move back to carrot 
square 

Move back to carrot 
square 

Move back to carrot 
square 

Move back to carrot 
square 

3 Drop back one 
position 

Drop back one 
position 

Move up one position Move up one position 

4 Chew a carrot 
 

Chew a lettuce Chew a lettuce Chew a lettuce 

5 Your last turn is free 
 

Your last turn is free Your last turn is free Your last turn is free 

6 Take another move 
 

Take another move 
 

Take another move 
 

Take another move 
 

 

* * * * * 
 

Puerto Rico 
 

Game Ten – Round One 
 

Building Cost Victory Points Available Tiles Available 

Small Indigo Plant 1 1 4 Quarry 7 of 8 

Small Sugar Mill 2 1 3 Corn Tiles 6 of 8 (1 discard) 

Small Market 1 1 2 Indigo Tiles 11 of 11 

Hacienda 2 1 2 Sugar Tiles 6 of 10 (1 discard) 

Construction Hut 2 1 1 Tobacco Tiles 5 of 8 

Small Warehouse 3 1 2 Coffee Tiles 7 of 8 

Large Indigo Plant 3 2 2   

Large Sugar Mill 4 2 3 Goods Available 

Hospice 4 2 2 Corn Goods 10 of 10 

Office 5 2 2 Indigo Goods 11 of 11 

Large Market 5 2 2 Sugar Goods 11 of 11 

Large Warehouse 6 2 2 Tobacco Goods 9 of 9 

Tobacco Storage 5 3 3 Coffee Goods 9 0f 9 

Coffee Roaster 6 3 3   

Factory 7 3 2 Colonists 66 remaining from 75 

University 8 3 2   

Harbour 8 3 2 Victory Points 100 remaining from 100 

Wharf 9 3 2   

Guild Hall 10 4 1   

Residence 10 4 1   

Fortress 10 4 1   

Customs House 10 4 1   

City Hall 10 4 1   

 
John takes the Settler and takes a Quarry. Kev takes a sugar plantation, Chris takes a Tobacco plantation and 
Allan takes a Corn plantation. 
Kev takes the Builder and builds a Small Sugar Mill for 1 doubloon. Chris builds a Construction Hut for 2 
doubloons, Allan passes and John builds a Large Indigo Plant for 3 doubloons, 
Chris takes the Mayor and mans both his Construction Hut and Corn plantation, Allan mans a Corn Plantation, 
John man’s his quarry and Kev man’s his Sugar Plantation. Four more settlers board the colony ship. 
Allan takes the Prospector and receives 1 doubloon.  
 
The play order for the second turn is Kev, Chris, Allan, and John. There are 4 colonists on the colony ship. The 
5, 6 and 7 ships are all empty. The trading house is also empty. The plantations available this turn are sugar, 
tobacco, tobacco, sugar and coffee. There are +1 doubloon bonuses on the Captain, Trader and Craftsman 
roles. 
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Player Doubloons VP Goods Buildings Plantations 

John Walker 0 0 - Large Indigo Plant (x, x, x) Indigo (x) 
Quarry (√) 

Kev Lee 2 0 - Small Sugar Mill (x) Indigo (x) 
Sugar (√) 

Chris Hibbert 1 0 - Construction Hut (√) Corn (√) 
Tobacco (x) 

Allan Stagg 4 0 -  Corn (√, x) 

 
Question 
 
Chris  Here's my ordered list of preferences: 
3: Settler: Take tobacco and extra 

You need a Hacienda to get a bonus card from the Settler; the privilege if you take the Settler is the 

ability to take a quarry (without a construction hut). 
 

* * * * * 
 

Rail Baron 6 
 

Round Eighteen 
 
Brad makes a valiant effort to catch up with Jon, but his wily opponent takes the Northern, circuitous route to get 
home safely back to St. Louis and win the game. 
 
Jon Carter           Cash 303.5K 
Home City: St. Louis (North Central) 
 
76. 8W Omaha - 1E Minneapolis  (UP, C&NW)  1K to bank 
77. 1E Minneapolis – St. Louis   (C&NW, IC, NYC) 1K to bank, 10K to Brad 
 

 
Cian Owen           Cash 97K 
Home City: Reno (Southwest) 
 
76. 2NW Denver – Kansas City   (UP)   10K to Jon, + 19.5K  
77. Kansas City – 1SW Indianapolis  (MP, PA)  1K to bank, 10K to Brad 
 

 
Brad Martin           Cash 225.0K 
Home City: Los Angeles (South West) 
 
76. 2NE Las Vegas – 3N El Paso  (UP, AT&SF)  10K to Jon, 1K to bank  
77. 3N El Paso – 1SW Kansas City  (AT&SF)  1K to bank 
  

 
Arthur Owen           Cash 2.0K 
Home City: Columbus (North Central) 
 
76. San Antonio  - Phoenix   (SP)   10K to Brad (owes 8K) 
77. Phoenix – Los Angeles   (SP)   10K to Brad (owes 18K), + 29.5K 
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Congratulations to Jon 
Game end statements are welcome (on file from Jon and Arthur) 

 

* * * * * 
 

Railway Rivals 
 

RR Game LXXIV – RR2348AG – Argentina Map – Game End Statements 
 
Bob Pitman, CASTRO (1st) Well there’s a chance I could win a RR! Usually I get a nice track that connects 
all over but doesn’t have fast routes. On this map I think that everyone had nice tracks, but I got lucky on the 
races drawn and getting that track across the river and into Eastern Argentina and Santo Tome. Getting that 
central North West – South East line seemed key and AB had a great set of tracks, EVITA’s too but both 
TOPGEAR and EVITA seemed to miss out on that NE/SE axis line. The Southern section was so tempting with 
a lot of towns, but I got just far enough to get into most of the races… maybe I am learning something! Of 
course, if I got beat this is all going to look a bit pretentious… but I think I just have enough to come second, 
and I have some good lines for this final set of races! Thanks for the fun game GM and players. 
 
Brendan Whyte, AB (2nd) Well this game had me calculating every turn (and cursing too)... I hoped for a 
monopoly in the NW but felt that black had a better in in the SW, and that pesky red line kept sneaking into 
things I wanted. Not getting into Buenos Aires I think was my biggest annoyance but otherwise my NW-SE line 
looked pretty good. But not good enough. Well done Bob! And thanks to Jim for running. 
 
John Walker, TOP GEAR (3rd) I was a bit surprised when Natalie came bombing south early on, think it may 
have scuppered both of us. I probably should have revised my plans a little better Thank you all for a good well-
run game. Suppose I'd better sign up for another one 
 
Jim Reader, GM  This map was one of four developed by David Watts for a Railway Rivals 
tournament that he ran at a Manorcon one year – Hokkaido and Severn Valley were two others. Each player 
played one game on each map and the final scores on each map were totalled to determine the final winner. 
Andrew Glynn won three games and the tournament, although I did beat him on the Hokkaido map.  
 
I think all three maps were very good and had excellent replay value. This was probably the simplest map and 
is always a nice map to play that rewards good networks. I must admit that I like Brendan’s line best of all, but 
his missing connection to Buenos Aires was costly. The other strength of the CASTRO line was his early 
connections to Uruguay, Brazil, and the towns on the East side of the River Plate. Bob scored a lot of points 
from these in the early races which gave him an early advantage that he kept through the game. Thanks to 
everyone for playing an excellent competition. 
 
  

RR Game LXXV – RR2347SDW – South Downs Map – Round Eleven 
 
The sixth and final set of races is 
36. Winchester North (11) – Buriton (34):  37. Droxford (25) – Midhurst (43) 
38. South Harting (35) – Petworth (51):   39. Singleton (45) – Rottingdean (61)   
40. Itchen Abbas (13) – Ringmer (62):   41. Hambledon (26) – Farnham (Sp3) 
42. Findon (53) – Bognor / Chichester (Sp4) 
Enter up to 4 of the new races. Note that all race entries must pass through a scenic spot or park. Good luck 
everyone, at least for the final placings. 

Player Arrival Train Railroads Cash 

Jon 23 Superchief C&NW, NYNH&H, NYC, L&N, B&O, ACL, RF&P, UP, WP 311.5K 

Cian 19 Normal D&RGW, CRI&P, CMSTP&P, MP   95.5K 

Brad 17 Superchief PA, B&M, AT&SF, SAL, GM&O, T&P, SL&SF, CB&Q, NP, 
C&O, IC 

253.0K 

Arthur 15 Normal GN, SOU, SP     7.5K 
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 HMM 
Richard 
Green 

B 
Roger 
Black 

BOG 
Brad 
Blue 

FEAR 
Kev 
Red 

29. Twyford (15) – West 
Meon (23) 

 0 
- 1 + 5 – 2 + 5 

10 
+ 1 – 5 – 3 + 1 

20 
+ 2 – 5 + 3 - 1 

30. Bishops Waltham (21) – 
Binstead (33) 

20 
- 2 - 3 

  
+ 2 

 
+ 3 

31. Selbourne (32) – Lavant 
(46) 

20 
- 3 – 2 - 3 

 
+ 3 

 
+ 2 

 
+ 3 

32. Cocking (44) – Storrington 
(52) 

 20 
- 1 + 2 

10 
+ 1 - 2 

 

33. Ditchling (56) – 
Eastbourne North (65) 

10 
- 2 

 20 
+ 2 

 

34. Upham (15) – 
Southampton (Sp1) 

   20 

35. Alfriston (63) – 
Portsmouth (Sp2) 

15 
- 5 + 1 

 15 
+ 5 - 1 

 

 

Last Turn 297.5 228 194.5 215 

Points from Races 46 31 58 45 

Builds - 4 
- 1 - 1 

 
+ 1 

  
+ 1 

Points Total 337.5 260 252.5 261 

 
HMM: (W12 / Iping Common) - - - X11 / Woolbedding Common: (G13) - G14. 
No other builds 
 
 

RR Game LXXVI – RR2378PE – Pern Map – Round Seven 
 
Correction 
 
DRAGON’s build last round should have been (O10) - P9 - Q9 – R9, not (O10) - P9 - Q9 - R10 as reported. 
 

 DRAGON 
Bob 

Purple 

BIEN 
Christian 
Orange 

BEAR 
Kev 

Black 

PERN 
Arthur 
Green 

1. Star Craft Hall (Sp3) - 
Telgar Weyr (35) 

Race not possible 

2. Igen Weyr (52) - Keroon 
(46)   

30 
- 3 - 3 

 
+ 3 

 
+ 3 

 

3. Big Bay Hold / Far Cry (43) 
- Crom (33) 

9 
- 5 

5 
- 4 - 1 

16 
+ 5 + 4 

 
+ 1 

4. Eastern Ring Islands (Sp6) 
- Lewis / Plateau (26) 

20 
- 2 + 5 - 2 

10 
+ 2 – 5 - 2 

  
+ 2 + 2 

5. High Reaches Weyr (15) - 
Benden Weyr (62): 

 
+ 4 + 6 

20 
- 4 - 1 

10 
- 6 - 2 

 
+ 1 + 2 

6. Half Circle Sea Hold (65) - 
Igen Hold (53) 

 
+ 2 

30 
- 2 

  

7. Fort Weyr (21) - Tillek (11) 
 

Race not possible 

 

Last Turn 75 43 51 46 

Points from Races 61 51 30 8 

Builds - 14 
+ 6 + 3 - 2 

- 14 
+ 3 + 3 + 6 

- 14 - 14 
+ 6 + 2 

Points Total 131 92 67 48 
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DRAGON  (D26) - - - TELGAR WEYR: (N9) - Sattle - O8:  
  (R9) - A60 - B60 - - - PEYTON - C61 - D61 - E62 - Southern Boll 
BIEN (Benden Hold) – J44 – J45 - J46 – VALLEY HOLD: (I32) – H31 – G31- Lemos:  
  (O45) – GREYSTONES: (Half Circle Sea Hold) – R45 – A95 – B95 – C94 - NERAT:  
  (G39) – Bitra. 
BEAR   (P36) - - - O36 – N35 - M35 - L34 - - - L33 – M33: (I16) - - - J15 – J14. 
PERN  (Sattle) – O8 - - - O7 – P6 – P5 – P4 – P3 – Q3 - TILLEK:  
  (Miners Hall) – C26 - - -Telgar Weyr. 
 
The second set of races is 
1. Star Craft Hall (Sp3) - Telgar Weyr (35):  7. Fort Weyr (21) - Tillek (11)  
8. Ista Hold (42) - Southern Continent (Sp4):  9. Lemos (45) - High Reaches Weyr (14)   
10. Telgar Hold (34) - Ruatha (25):   11. Benden Weyr (61) - Harper Hall (Sp1)   
12. Bitra (56) - Balen / Peyton (12):   13. Fork Hold / Valley Hold (55) - Telgar Weyr (36)   
14. Fort Weyr (22) - Benden Hold (63)   
Enter up to five races, plus races 1 and 7 and build up to 12 points, not including payments to rivals. Note that 
we are using Bus Boss scoring for this game. Please note that all weyrs, except Ista Weyr (41) are mountain 
towns. 
 
 

RR Game LXXVII – RR2379PE – Pern Map – Round Seven 
 
Correction 

There was a mistake in the races. Race 3 – Telgar Weyr to Miners Hall has a distance of only 2 hexes and the 
minimum race length is 3 hexes. Therefore, the following races were changed. All players were notified by 
email. 
 
Race 3 is now Telgar Weyr (36) – Harpers Hall (Sp1). Race 6 is now Ruatha (25) – Miners Hall (Sp 2) 
 

 APT 
Andy 
Black 

DRAGON 
Judy 
Gold 

F’ARTED 
Bob 
Red 

THREAD 
Richard 

Blue 

1. Plains Hold / Keroon River 
(54) – Tillek (11) 

Race not possible 

2. Telgar Weyr (35) – Ista 
Weyr (41)  

 30   

3. Telgar Weyr (36) – Harpers 
Hall (Sp1) 

10 JR 
- 2 

 
+ 3 

10 
+ 2 – 3 + 3 

10 JR 
- 3 

4. Benden Weyr (62) – Ista 
Hold (42) 

 30   

5. Igen Hold (53) – Half Circle 
Sea Hold (65) 

 Offer JR to 
F’ARTED 

+ 1 

 
+ 4 

30 
- 1 - 4 

6. Ruatha (25) – Miners Hall 
(Sp2) 

No entrants 

7. Fort Hold (24) – High 
Reaches Hold (13) 

30 
- 5 

   
+ 5 

 

Last Turn 66 61 65 38 

Points from Races 33 64 16 37 

Builds - 14 
+ 1 – 1 + 1 

- 13 
- 5 + 1 + 1 

- 14 
- 1 + 5 – 1 - 1 

- 14 
+ 1 – 1 – 1 + 1 

Points Total 86 107 71 63 

 
APT  (Campbell's Field) - - - I26 – I27 – I28 - I29: (O9) - - - O8 – O7 – P6 – P5 – P4 - P3. 
DRAGON (F38) - G39 - Bitra - I40 - J40 - - - Fork Hold: (J40) - - - J41 - J42: (C26) - C25 - D24 
F’ARTED   (K13) - - - K12 - - - K11: (K30) – L30 - M31 – N31 – N32 : (H14) – G14 – Nabol:  
 (A95) – B94: (K11) – J10 
THREAD  (H38) - I39 - J39 – FORK HOLD: (Fort Weyr) - - - - -  P11 - - - Fort Hold:  
 (O10) - O9 - O8: (L33) - M33 
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The second set of races is 
 
1. Plains Hold / Keroon River (54) – Tillek (11):  6. Ruatha (25) – Miners Hall (Sp2) 
8. Ogren / Green Fields (32) - Igen Weyr (51):    9. Telgar Hold (34) - Balen / Peyton (12)   
10. Far Western Continent (Sp5) - Bitra (56)    11. Southern Continent (Sp4) - Benden Weyr (61)   
12. Lemos (45) - Fort Weyr (22):    13. Sattle / Gar (16) - Keroon (46)   
14. Last Hold / Greystones (64) - Fort Weyr (21) 
 
Enter up to five races, plus races 1 and 6, and build up to 12 points, not including payments to rivals. Note that 
we are using Bus Boss scoring for this game. Please note that all weyrs, except Ista Weyr (41) are mountain 
towns. Please let me know if you would like to contact another player for joint runs or exchanges of running 
powers. 
 
 

RR Game LXXVII – RR2380PE – Pern Map – Round Seven 
 

 WR 
Natalie 

Blue 

GREEN 
Roger 
Green 

RIDE 
Brad 

Brown 

FOOR 
Martin 
Red 

1. Fork Hold / Valley Hold 
(55) – Harper Hall (Sp1) 

  Offer JR to WR  

2. Southern Continent (Sp4) – 
Fort Wey (22) 

16 
+ 8 + 7 

5 
- 8 

 9 
- 7 

3. Igen Weyr (51) – Tillek (11) 10 
- 1 – 7 + 7 

  
+ 1 

20 
+ 7 - 7 

4. Nabol (31) – Ruatha (25)  
+ 1 + 1 

10 
- 1 + 4 

 20 
- 1 - 4 

5. Big Bay Hold / Far Cry (43) 
– Sattle / Gar (16) 

10 
- 4 

 
+ 3 

 
+ 4 + 2 

20 
- 3 - 2 

6. Nerat (66) – Campbells 
Hold / Southern Telgar (44) 

Race not possible 

7. Benden Weyr (62) – Crom 
(33) 

 20 
+ 2 

10 
- 2 

 

 

Last Turn 54 39 63 63 

Points from Races 48 35 15 52 

Builds - 14 
+ 1 + 5 

- 14 
+ 6 - 1 

- 14 
- 5 

- 3 
+ 3 

Points Total 94 65 59 115 

 
WR  (H31) - H32 - H33 - I34 - Plains Hold - K34 - L34 - M35 - - - N35 - N36 - Last Hold – O39 - N39. 
GREEN (Half Circle) - R45 – A95 – B94 – C94 – NERAT:  
  (K15) – L15 - M16 – N15 - O15 - P14 - - - P13 - Harper Hall 
RIDE   (G19) – H18 – I18 - J17 - J16 – K16 – L15 - M15 - N15 – O15 – O14 - - - P13 - Fort Hold:   
FOOR  (L38) - K38 – K39 – FORK HOLD. 
 
The second set of races is 
 
1. Fork Hold / Valley Hold (55) – Harper Hall (Sp1): 6. Nerat (66) – Campbells Hold / Southern Telgar (44) 
8. Benden Hold (63) - Southern Boll (23):  9. Fort Weyr (21) - High Reaches Weyr (14)   
10. Far Western Continent (Sp5) - Telgar Weyr (36):   11. Miners Hall (Sp2) - Lemos (45):  
12. High Reaches Weyr (15) - Last Hold / Greystones (64)  13. Bitra (56) - Telgar Hold (34)   
14. Igen Weyr (52) - Ista Weyr (41):    
 
Enter up to five races, plus race 6, and build up to 12 points, not including payments to rivals. Note that we are 
using Bus Boss scoring for this game. Please note that all weyrs, except Ista Weyr (41) are mountain towns. 
Please let me know if you would like to contact another player for joint runs or exchanges of running powers. 
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RR Game LXXVIII – RR2403OT – Otago and Southland Map – Round Five 
 
Corrections 
 
1. OTB2D3DM should also have paid 3 to GREEN (as well as NNA) for the parallel build from Waikouaiti to 
Q30. 
2. NNA should only have paid 2 to GREEN for the build Naseby to H26, not 3 as charged. 
3. PINOT should only have paid 3 to MOA for the build V6 – V5 (1 for connection) – Ohai (1 for connection plus 
1 for parallel build in same turn). 
 
OTB2D3DM  5a) 3. (Clyde) - - - H17, 
Brendan Whyte   5b) 5. (Q14) - R14 - WAKAIA - T13 - U12 - Riversdale, 
Blue   5c) 4. (Riversdale) - W11 - - - X11. 
 BANK: 70 – 3 (correction 1) + 1.5 - 1 + 2 (MOA) = 69.5 
 
GREEN   5a) 3. (O24) - - - O23. 
Roger Trethewey  5b) 5. (O23) – O22 - - - O21; (N31) – Palmerston, 
Green 5c) 4. (O21) - - - N21 - N20. 
 BANK: 47 + 3 (correction 1) – 1 (correction 2) + 6 (PINOT) = 55 
 
MOA  5a) 3. (Ohai) – W3 – X3 – Y2. 
Bob Gingell  5b) 5. (Y2) – TUATAPERE: (T13) – WAKAIA: (Cromwell) - - - G17, 
Brown 5c) 4. (A48) – A49 – A50 – A51 – A52. 
 BANK: 71 – 1 (correction 3) + 2 + 1.5 + 1 – 2 (OTB2D3DM) – 1 + 1 (MAR) = 72.5 
 
MAR  5a) 3. (X5) - Y4 – Y3 - Y2, 
Michael Pargman  5b) 5. (Y2) - TUATAPERE: (Z13) – MATUARA - B53 – EDENDALA, 
Red 5c) 4. (W12) – Riversdale – V11 – U10 – T10 - Lumsden 
 BANK: 48 + 2 + 3 + 3 + 1 – 1 (MOA) – 1 (PINOT) = 55 
 
PINOT  5a) 3. (Ohai) - W3 – X3 - Y2, 
Steve Guest  5b) 5. (Y2) - TUATAPERE: (T24) - T25 - S25 - R26 - Q26, 
Orange 5c) 4. (Q26) - - - P27 - P28. 
 BANK: 39 + 1 (corrections 3) – 6 (GREEN) + 1 (MAR) = 35 
 
NNA (corrected) 5a) 3. (Cromwell) - - - H16, 
Jon Carter 5b) 5. (H16) - - - I15: (Ophir) – I19 – J19, 
Black 5c) 4. (I15) – J15 – K14.  
 BANK: 24 + 1 (correction 2) = 25 
 
The sixth-round die rolls are 6a) 5, 6b) 5 and 6c) 6. 
 
 

RR Game LXXIX – RR2405BO - Bolivia Map – Round Four 
 
Green    4a) 6. (S15) – R14 – Q14 - P13 - - - SANTA ANA DEL YACUMA, 
Roger Trethewey  4b) 3. (Yapacini) – R23 – Q24 - P24, 
Green 4c) 3. (P24) - O24 – N24 - M25. 
 BANK: 50 – 3 (USELESS) – 1 (Phrygia) = 46 
 
USELESS   4a) 6. (V25) – V26 – V27 – V28 - V29; (V26) - Santa Cruz; (R23) - Yapacani. 
Dane Maslen   4b) 3. (V29) - - - V30. 
Red  4c) 3. (V30) – V31 – V32 - V33. 
 BANK: 39 + 3 (Green) = 42 
 
Phrygia   4a) 6. (Montero) - - - X24 - Y24: (Caranavi) - H19:  (L17) - M17. 
Chris Hibbert  4b) 3. (Y24)  - - - Y23 
Purple 4c) 3. (M17) - N16 - O16 - O15. 
 BANK: 33 + 1 (Green) = 34 
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LLAMA    4a) 6. (T32) - U32 - V31 - V30 - - - V29. 
Richard Smith  4b) 3. (V29) - V28 - V27 - Santa Cruz, 
Blue 4c) 3. (Tarija) - Q39 - P39 - VILLAZON. 
 BANK: 60 + 6 = 66 
 
The fifth-round die rolls are 5a) 5, 5b) 5 and 5c) 5. Note, I think USELESS and LLAMA’s parallel build payments 
cancel each other out. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Robo Rally 5 
 

Round Five 
 
The top right corner of the board remains pretty congested, but Robbie is able to get away and tag his second 
flag. BluBOTtle also tagged his second flag, after taking some damage from Cannon Fodder. Two robots 
rested to recover some damage while the rest continued trying to advance. 
 
 
Phase A 
 

Robot Card  Start End Final Actions 

BluBOTtle 700 2F H20S J20S J20S  

Cannon Fodder 520 1F K17E K18E K18E  

Mario Androidi 250 LT L9W L9S L9S  

Big Data 200 RT C26E C26S C26S  

Dalekbot 120 RT I21E I21S I21S  

Robbie 010 UT B27N B27S B27S  

HBZS#1 - A26E A26E A26E Power Down 

Baymax - B26N B26N B26N Power Down 

 
Phase B 
 

Robot Card  Start End Final Actions 

Robbie 750 2F B27S D27S D27S Tag Flag 3 

Cannon Fodder 610 1F K18E K19E K19E Shoots BluBOTtle 

BluBOTtle 550 1F J20S K20S K20S Shot by Cannon Fodder 

Big Data 460 BU C26S C26S C26S Blocked by powered down robots and wall 

Mario Androidi 290 LT L9S L9E L9E  

Dalekbot 100 RT I21S I21W I21W  

HBZS#1 - A26E A26E A26E Power Down 

Baymax - B26N B26N B26N Power Down 

 
Phase C 
 

Robot Card  Start End Final Actions 

Dalekbot 790 3F I21W I20W I20W Locked register. Blocked by wall 

Mario Androidi 730 2F L9E L11E L11E  

Cannon Fodder 680 2F 
K19E K21E K21E 

Pushes BluBOTtle to K22S. Shoots BluBOTtle. Tags 
flag 2 

Robbie 220 RT D27S D27W D27W  

Big Data 140 RT C26S C26W C26W  

BluBOTtle 090 LT 
K20S K22E K22E 

Pushed by Cannon Fodder to K22E. Shot by Cannon 
Fodder 

HBZS#1 - A26E A26E A26E Power Down 

Baymax - B26N B26N B26N Power Down 
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Phase D 
 

Robot Card  Start End Final Actions 

Big Data 840 3F C26W C26W C26W Blocked by wall 

Robbie 810 3F D27W D26W D26W Blocked by wall 

Mario Androidi 740 2F L11E L13E L13E  

BluBOTtle 440 BU K22E K21E K21E Pushes Cannon Fodder to K20E. Tags flag 2 

Dalekbot 260 RT I20W I20N I20N Locked register 

Cannon Fodder 040 UT K21E K20W K20W Pushed by BluBOTtle to K20E 

HBZS#1 - A26E A26E A26E Power Down 

Baymax - B26N B26N B26N Power Down 

 
Phase E 
 

Robot Card  Start End Final Actions 

Mario Androidi 710 2F L13E L15E L15E  

Dalekbot 630 1F I20N H20N H20N Locked register 

Cannon Fodder 480 BU 
K20W K21W K20W 

Pushes BluBOTtle to K22E. Pushed back by 
BluBOTtle to K20W 

BluBOTtle 450 BU 
K22E K21E K21E 

Pushed back by Cannon Fodder to K22E. Pushes 
BluBOTtle to K20W.  

Robbie 390 LT D26W D26S D26S Shot by Big Data 

Big Data 370 LT C26W C26S C26S Shoots Robbie 

HBZS#1 - A26E A26E A26E Power Down 

Baymax - B26N B26N B26N Power Down 

 
Status Report 
 

Player Robot Location Damage Lives 
Lost 

Archive Flags Registered 

Andy York Dalekbot H20N 7 0 K21 2 

Steve Ham Cannon Fodder K20W 0 0 K21 2 

Bob Pitman HBZS#1 A26E 0 0 D19 1 

Chris Hibbert Mario Androidi L15E 0 0 L13 - 

Bob Gingell Baymax B26N 0 0 A20 1 

Michael 
Pargman 

Robbie D26S 1 0 D27 1, 3 

Brendan Whyte BluBOTtle K21E 6 0 K21 1, 2 

Richard Smith Big Data C26S 4 0 B2 - 

 
A reminder, the movement order is as follows 
 Robots move according to the card for the phase. Higher priority cards go first. 
 Express conveyor belts move one square 
 Express conveyor belts move their second movement.  
 Normal Conveyor belts perform their one movement. 
 Pushers push one square if active this phase. 
 Gears turn 90 degrees. 
 Crushers crush if active this phase. 
 Board-mounted AND robot-mounted laser beams damage robots. 
 Checkpoints touched.  
 After the fifth phase, all robots on checkpoints or repair sites are repaired. 
 
 
Press 
 
BBZS#1 That was a fun round just gone… on the plus side I didn’t save big Data!! 
 
Whinges 
 
Mario Only Left Turns and Forwards! What kind of dreck is this? 
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* * * * * 
 

Sopwith T-365VP 
 

Round Twenty One 
 
Another peaceful round as the Ode-ace-ious One came into land and his two remaining opponents start to 
converge towards him. 
 

Pilot Starts Moves Ends A:D:P 

2 Gossamer Heron 
Chris Hibbert 
Start: A1 

18) K10NE 
19) N7NE 
20) J7SE 

21) M10SE 

18) A – A – A 
19) LT – LT – LT 

20) A – A – A 
21) A – A - LS 

18) H7NE 
19) J7SE 

20) M10SE 
21) O13SE 

2:7:4 

3 Cameltoe (ACE) 
John Walker 
Start: A10 

18) D10SW 
19) D7SW 
20) D4SW 
21) F3SW 

18) RS - RS – RS 
19) RS – RS – RS, fA 

20) RS – A – A 
21) LT – LS - A  

18) D7SW 
19) D4SW 
20) F3SW 
21) H6SE 

15:12:7 

5 The Ode-ace-ious One 
John Marsden 
Start: S19 

18) I10E 
19) L12SW 
20) O15SE 
21) R18SE 

18) RT – RT – LT 
19) A – A – A 
20) A – A – A 
21) A - land 

18) L12SW 
19) O15SE 
20) R18SE 

21) S19 

3:4:12 

1 Avey Ate Her 
Brendan Whyte 
Start: J1 

   Shot down 
turn 15, 6 

points 

4 The Mystery Pilot (ACE) 
Brad Martin 
Start: J19 

   Shot down 
turn 10 

11 points 

6 Red Baron 
Arthur Owen 
Start: S10 

   Shot down 
turn 4 

 
Rules for this game are available on-line at http://www.fwtwr.com/sopstats/rules.htm. 
 

http://www.fwtwr.com/sopstats/rules.htm
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* * * * * 

Snowball Fighting 5 
 

Round Nine 
 

Character 
(player) 

Position Ammunition Hit 
Points 

Victory 
Points 

Walking In The Air 
(Arthur Owen) 
 

A. Kitchen 
B. Kitchen 
C. Kitchen 

- 0 6 

Icy Yew 
(Bob Gingell) 
Start:  

A. O11. Rattlesnake at Simon 
B. Move O11 - N12 – L12, Collect 1 ss 
C. L12. Rattlesnake at nearest 

1 simple 
snowball 

3 10 

Walter Whiteout 
(Bob Pitman) 

A. Move F8 – E9 - C9 – B10 - C11 
B. Move C11-E11. Collect 1 simple snowball 
C. Rattlesnake at Texas Tornado 

- 3 11 

Simon the Snowflake 
(Richard Smith) 

A. I9. Rattlesnake at nearest (Icy) 
B. I9. Rattlesnake at nearest (Icy) 
C. I9. Collect 2 simple snowballs 

2 simple 
snowballs 

 

1 9 

Texas Tornado 
(Andy York) 

A. P6. Collect 2 simple snowballs 
B. P6. Rattlesnake at nearest (Simon) 
C. P6. Rattlesnake at nearest 

- 6 12 

 
Phase A: Walking in the Air started to change his clothes in the warmth of the kitchen, while the action 
continued outside. Walter retreated behind a tree with an eye on the nearby snowman, while the Texas 
Tornado gathered snowballs. Icy Yew and Simon the Snowflake exchanged snowballs with great accuracy. 

 

2 

3 

5 
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Phase B: Walking in the Air brewed up some cocoa and stared at the ongoing fun outside. Icy Yew finally 
retreated from his bolthole under the tree, although he stayed under cover, while Walter found some good cover. 
Both collected another snowball. The Texas Tornado landed a grazing shot onto Simon’s shoulder while his 
victim continued to nail Icy Yew. 
 
Phase C: Walking started to do up his coat and tie his shoelaces, ready to re-join the fun. Simon 
rearmed while he was targeted by his three remaining opponents. Icy Yew hit his leg, while Walter and the 
American both managed to catch him squarely on the jaw.  
 
Press 
 
Simon the Snowflake: I asked Mr. Johnson on Twitter whether or not face masks are required during a 
snowball fight, but he hasn't replied. So, I'm not wearing one! 
 
Rules and map can be downloaded at variablepig.org/rules/snowball.html. Walking in the Air will return in 
phase A of round ten, 
 

* * * * * 

 

HERE BE DRAGONS                                                                                  Issue 37 

House of Games - Steve Guest joined the fun, doubling the entry.  

Answer Smash – Not as difficult as it first seemed. All you had to do, as Steve did successfully, is smash the last 

word of the first sentence into the beginning of the next sentence, this produced four countries. i.e. 

1a Fish that has a colourful dorsal fin  
1b Landscape artist who painted the Hay Wain  
 

2a Ian Botham, what a guy  
2b Ana Matronic was a member of this group  
 

3a Barbie loves Ken  
3b Yahoo's are obsessed with pretty stones  
 
4a Suzi Quattro had a hit with Can the Can  
4b Ada Lovelace can be considered to be one of the first computer programmers   
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Broken Karaoke. Neither player got a full “house” in this one, both getting three out of four.  The lyrics were: 

G M M Good morning miss 
C I H Y S Can I help you son?  
S T Sixteen today 
A U F F And up for fun 
 
I H H A It's happy hour again 
I T I I M B H I I W O W T I think I might be happy if I wasn't out with them 
A T H I A L P T B  And they're happy it's a lovely place to be 
H T T F I R T B I A S Happy that the fire is real the barman is a she 
 

T I A H I N O There is a house in New Orleans 
T C T R S They call the Rising Sun 
A I B T R O M A P B And it's been the ruin of many a poor boy 
A G I K I O And God I know I'm one 
 

I G P U T P I'm gonna pick up the pieces 
A B A L H And build a Lego house 
I T G W W C K I D If things go wrong we can knock it down 
M T W H T M My three words have two meanings 
 

I don’t think it’s worth carrying on with two, particularly as some of the other games, I feel, are quite hard to 

solve. So, I’ll put this game on the backburner until I think it might be worth giving it another airing. 

Postal Golf 1.2 – All players have confirmed they are keen to continue, so I’ll need approach shot orders for 

holes 8 and 11 from Ian, Howard and Arthur. The rules are below  

Hole 8. Short – 175yds – Par 3  

Description - The first of only two Par 3 holes and, as its name suggests, the shortest hole on The Old Course. 

Its large green is partly obscured by a ridge. The varying winds can make this hole a lot harder than you would 

expect  

Approach orders – Players must select a number in the range of (-20 to +20) Along with their approach 

selection, players order a head or tail wind of up to 10 yards (e.g. Tail 5). All four wind orders are totalled. 

Each player’s approach will be adjusted using this total. 

Example orders: Approach –10 Headwind 10 

Hole 11. High(in) – 179yds – Par 3  

Description The second shortest, and second Par 3 hole on the course. Beware the Strath Bunker in front of 

the green, as landing in there could be costly.  

Approach (-20 to +20) The closest approach selection(s) land in the Strath Bunker. Their escape from the 

bunker lands 15 yards away from the hole.  

Example orders: Approach +10 

Leader-board after 6 holes: Allan 24, Ian 24, Howard 26, Arthur 28 

Hopefully these two holes will give us a clear winner, I hadn’t considered there could be a tie, so hadn’t 

designed a play-off rule. This sounds like a job for Howard.  
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6-2-1 – These two warriors seemed to have been locked together for what seems years. This could be it, as 

they both spring into life. Allan puts in a mighty effort to finish off his opponent (5), however with Howard still 

believing, he matches the power exactly (5).  

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 1 2 3 4 5 AS 7 HB 

 

As we are playing the Oshi Dashi variant the next turn is vital. Both players now get a fresh set of cards. They 

can change two of their numbers for tactical cards, so will have this new set along with their unplayed card to 

choose from. 

Rules – Tactical Sumo This game is based on Tony Reeves’ Sumo, with the tactical options added by myself. All 

Japanese speakers please excuse my translation interpretations. The game is for two players and normally 

lasts for 6 turns. The ring is represented by a linear track seventeen spaces long. A counter is placed on the 

central space of the track at the start of the bout and is moved left or right depending on the outcome of each 

round. If the counter is pushed beyond the end of the track then the bout is over as one contestant has 

pushed their opponent out of the ring.  

Each player begins the game with 6 cards values 1 to 6 inclusive. Players simultaneously reveal their choice of 

card. If the cards are equal no movement occurs. The player selecting the larger value card pushes the token a 

number of spaces equal to the DIFFERENCE BETWEEN the 2 card values MULTIPLIED BY THE LOWER of the 2 

values. E.g. Higher card = 6 Lower card = 4 Movement (6-4)*4=8 The greatest movement possible when 

playing number cards is 9 spaces, so it is possible to win on the first turn. A player would need to play a 6 and 

his opponent a 3 in order to achieve this.  

Players may opt to swap up to 2 of their number cards for the following tactical cards.  

1 Yori (body push) – The player advances 1 space  

2 Gino-Sho (Fighting technique) – No movement occurs  

3 Nodo Wa (Thrust to throat/a risky strategy) – The opposite side of the dice to your opponent’s number is 

played. i.e. 1/6, 2/5 & 3/4 (This card will have no effect against Yori, Gino-Sho or KataSukashi)  

4 Kata-Sukashi (Dodging) – Track positions are reversed  

5 Kanto (Fighting spirit) – The last card you played is repeated.  

6 Sumo master – this card acts as a joker and can be played as any of the 5 tactic cards.  

Players opting for tactics swap the numbers representing the tactic. E.g. Number 1 must be swapped for Yori. 

If 2 tactical cards are played on the same turn the lower value is processed first. Sumo master assumes the 

value of the card it represents.  

Oshi Dashi Variant. The game is not restricted to 6 turns. A player wins the bout by pushing the counter off the 

end of the track (Oshi dashi). The numbers will be refreshed after 5 turns, then 11, 17 etc. When numbers are 

refreshed 2 tactical cards may also be selected. 

NMR In addition to selecting their own card in each round of Sumo players may also indicate a preferred card 

from their opponent’s hand to be played in the event of an NMR. Be careful when selecting a card as a tactical 

card may be played.   

Arthur has expressed an interest to play and has also signed up Ian. No doubt a battle of youth against 

experience. Can you please confirm what type of game you want to play. Standard where the winner is the 

player in the best position after a maximum of 6 turns or Oshi Dashi (see above). 

If you are happy to play against each other I will need your tactical choices and first turn plays.   
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on-the-shelf 
vol. XVI, no. 51 22 Aug 2020                   

Brought to you by Tom Howell: off-the-shelf at olympus.net.  Welcome to on-the-shelf, volume XVI, number 51. 

Sign up list:  Breaking Away: Jim Reader, Richard Smith,  Arthur Owen, Chris Hibbert  Need two 

more.  Not running this with less than six and not running it with more.  Just to be clear, last rounds 

WitWiKN? clue includes absolutely nothing of use in identifying Kendo, ya hear?  Then there is S&L, 

Machi Koro, and Love Letter, followed by me blathering.  (And breathing a bit easier.) 

Where in the World is Kendo Nagasaki? 

New players welcome anytime.  Game goes 10 rounds, unless won earlier. 

Round 1: 

Bob Gingell Mary Seacole (1805-1881) Sevastopol   (44.583332, 33.516666) 
Steve Guest Richard Osman (1970- ) Baikonur, Kazakhstan (37.616667, 63.316666) 

Chris Hibbert Robert Maynard Pirsig (1928-2017) Balti, Moldova   (47.7667, 27.9167) 

Dane Maslen Michael Balls (1938- ) Pelotas, Brazil   (-31.771944, -52.3425) 

Bob Pitman Sir Edmund Hillary (1919-2008) Aswan, Egypt   (24.088889, 32.899723) 

Jim Reader Paul Zoungrana (1917-2000) Mount Lidgbird,  (-31.55, 159.083328) 

        Lord Howe Island, Australia 

Richard Smith Kevin Bacon (1958- ) Two Egg, Florida, USA (30.852778, -85.076385) 

Martin Walker Taylor Swift (1989- ) Madras, India   (13.083333, 80.266667) 
Brendan Whyte Anne Bancroft (1931-2005) Beverley Hills*, USA (34.081, -118.397919) 

  *  specifically: 607 North Palm Drive 

Public response to player with closest guess:  As have you, I have performed more than one occupation within our 

respective fields. 

Round 2: 

None of you are closer than any of the others to Kendo’s hiding place; and none of you are any farther than any of the 

others.  Some of you might want to diversify the locational part of your guesses. 

Bob Gingell William Shakespeare (1564-1616) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Steve Guest Jared Kushner (1981- ) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Chris Hibbert Donald Roller Wilson (1938- ) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Dane Maslen Red Rum (1965-1995) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Bob Pitman Sebastian Coe (1956- ) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Jim Reader Tang Yin (1470-1524) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 
Richard Smith Charles Babbage (1791-1871) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Martin Walker David Bowie (1947-2016) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Brendan Whyte Tim the Yowie Man (unknown- ) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Public response to player with closest guess:  One of you is faster afoot than I; but he's also faster afoot than all the rest of 

you. 

Note from GM:  I’ve been brought to task for my wording on the above response.  Perhaps it would be clearer to say: “One 

of you is of a different species than I; but he’s also of a different species than all the rest of you.” 

Round 3: 

Bob Gingell Kathrine Switzer (1947- ) Kathmandu (27.7, 85.333333) 

Steve Guest Alfred Bester (1913-1987) El Tigre, Venezuela (8.89, -64.26) 

Chris Hibbert Donald Roller Wilson (1938- ) Chiang Mai, Thailand (18.795279, 98.998611) 

Dane Maslen Billie Jean King (1943- ) Amarillo, Texas, USA (35.199165, -101.845276) 

Bob Pitman Alfred Wainwright (1907-1991) Wales, Alaska, USA (65.612222, -168.089172) 

Jim Reader Andy Green (1962- ) Puerto Natales, Chile (-51.733333, -72.516667) 

Richard Smith Steven Wilson (1967- )      Santiago de Compostela, Spain (42.877778, -8.544444) 

Martin Walker Tony Blair (1953- ) Hanoi, Vietnam (21.033333, 105.849999) 

Brendan Whyte Carl Lewis (1961- ) Yekaterinburg, Russia (56.833333, 60.583333) 

Public response to player with closest guess:  You are between two and two-and-a-half times my age. 



Variable Pig – (Grice)        42 
    

Round 14 Snakes and Ladders Just for Richard 

Bob runs down to square 70 to greet Roger and Steve, narrowly missing Brendan; while Judy and 

Martin climb on ahead.  For round 15, please let me know which one of your remaining rolls you 

wish to use, and the trapdoor you want set, unless you wish to implicitly nominate the space you 

land on.... 

+---------+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+-----+-----+-----+-----+ 
|         | R1 | R2 | R3 | R4 | R5 | R6 | R7 | R8 | R9 | R10 | R11 | R12 | R13 | 
+---------+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+-----+-----+-----+-----+ 
| Bob     | 36 |  3 | 29 | 33 | 39 | 59 | 64 | 67 | 81 |  88 |  78 |  84 |  89 | 
| Richard |  3 |  7 | 29 | 34 | 40 | 59 | 63 | 64 | 67 |  73 |  75 |  80 |  81 | 
| John    | 36 | 39 | 45 | 50 | 51 | 48 | 51 | 55 | 56 |  62 |  64 |  69 |  71 | 
| Brendan |  1 |  6 | 29 | 32 | 36 | 59 | 43 | 48 | 51 |  75 |  81 |  67 |  70 | 
| Steve   |  5 |  6 | 10 | 16 | 19 | 51 | 56 | 44 | 29 |  33 |  39 |  59 |  64 | 
| Martin  |  5 | 11 | 12 | 16 | 18 | 51 | 55 | 44 | 45 |  51 |  54 |  59 |  62 | 
| Chris   |  3 |  4 |  9 | 11 | 15 | 51 | 22 | 10 | 16 |  19 |  51 |  55 |  60 | 
| Roger   |  3 |  5 |  6 | 10 | 16 | 51 | 75 | 70 | 75 |  81 |  84 |  67 |  59 | 
| Judy    |  4 |  6 |  9 | 14 | 19 | 19 | 51 | 44 | 49 |  75 |  54 |  44 |  49 | 
+---------+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+-----+-----+-----+-----+ 

+---------+-----+ 
|         | R14 | 
+---------+-----+ 
| Richard |  88 | 
| Chris   |  84 |     During turn 14, at least one trapdoor opened. 
| Martin  |  81 | 
| Judy    |  75 | 
| John    |  74 | 
| Brendan |  71 | 
| Bob     |  70 | 
| Roger   |  70 | 
| Steve   |  70 | 
+---------+-----+ 
 

Round 4   Machi Koro 鎌倆   ( Kamakura ) 

Somebody send me some better dice with friendlier numbers!  Cash flow continues to be restricted, but all 

players manage to build one establishment. 

Round Four: 

Player Turn Roll Results Builds 

Roger 5 6 No income. Forest 

Richard 5 6 No income Bakery 

Steve 5 3 Steve tries to visit Roger’s Cafe, but is turned away 
due to his penniless state.  Steve then earns one coin 
from his Corn Field and another from his Bakery. 

Flower Shop 

Roger 6 3 Roger earns one coin from his Bakery, Steve receives 
one coin from his Corn Field. 

Saves his coin. 

Status Table 

Player Coins Buildings Landmarks 

Roger Trethewey 1 Wheat Field, Bakery (2), Convenience Store, Café, 
Sushi Bar, Forest 

City Hall, Harbor 

Richard Smith 0 Wheat Field (2), Bakery (2), Forest, Ranch, 
Convenience Store 

City Hall 

Steve Ham 2 Wheat Field, Bakery, Corn Field, Flower Orchard 
(3), Flower Shop 

City Hall 
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Player order for round five will be Richard, Steve, Roger, Richard.  Remember: if you get to your buy phase with no 

coins, your City Hall will give you one. 

I will assume you are rolling a single die (d6) unless you have a Train Station AND tell me you want to roll two dice.  

Otherwise, rules as per the game rulebook.  

  The Market Place see a wheat field replace a forest (can you spell ecosystem degradation and global warming?); 

and a fancy French Restaurant in place of the simple Bakery. 

For round five, please tell me which establishment you wish to purchase from the following market place: 

Market Place (numbers in parentheses are the quantity on offer), [numbers in brackets are the cost]: 

Café (3) [2] Flower Shop (4) [1] Sushi Bar (2) [4] French Restaurant (1) [3] Wheat Field (1) [1] 

Soda Bottling Plant 
(1) [5] 

Furniture Factory 
(1) [3] 

Produce Market 
(1) [2] 

Hamburger Stand (1) [1] Food Warehouse 
 (1) [2] 

 TV Station (2) [7]  Business Center (1) [8]  

Love Letter – Game 3 – Round Two 
Tempest – Round Two 
Six Guards go fruitlessly hunting; it takes a Baron to instigate a round of “Let’s you and him fight” resulting in 

Richard’s elimination from hand 8. 

cardsleft R1 Jim John Richard Bob R2 Jim John Richard Bob 

9 Hand 1 (B) G  (S) Hand 1   to play OUT 

9 Hand 2  (C) H  Hand 2    to play 

9 Hand 3   (G) G Hand 3 to play    

9 Hand 4 S   (G) Hand 4  to play   

9 Hand 5 (G) G   Hand 5   to play  

9 Hand 6  (C) G  Hand 6    to play 

9 Hand 7   (S) G Hand 7 to play    

9 Hand 8 B  (G) (H) Hand 8  to play OUT  

9 Hand 9 (G) Pr (S)  Hand 9   to play  

9 Hand 10  (G) S  Hand 10    to play 

9 Hand 11   (G) S Hand 11 to play    

9 Hand 12 H   (S) Hand 12  to play   

9 Hand 13 (H) G   Hand 13   to play  

 Pcs = Princess, C = Countess, K = King, Pr = Prince, H = Handmaid, B = Baron, S = Spy, G = Guard 

Hand 1: John plays a Guard against Richard and guesses that he has the Handmaid - He does not. 

Hand 2: Richard plays a Handmaid. 

Hand 3: Bob plays a Guard against Jim and guesses that he has the Handmaid - He does not. 

Hand 4: Jim plays a Spy on John and looks at his hand. 

Hand 5: John plays a Guard against Richard and guesses that he has the Handmaid - He does not. 

Hand 6: Richard plays a Guard against John and guesses that he has the King - He does not. 

Hand 7: Bob plays a Guard against Richard and guesses that he has the Princess - He does not. 
Hand 8: Jim plays the Baron against Richard.  Richard's Guard is revealed and he is OUT! 

Hand 9: John plays the Prince against John.  He turns over a Spy and draws a new card. 

Hand 10: Richard plays a Spy on Bob and looks at his hand. 

Hand 11: Bob plays a Spy on Jim and looks at his hand. 

Hand 12: Jim plays a Handmaid. 

Hand 13: John plays a Guard against Bob and guesses that he has the Prince - He does not. 

Handmaids currently protect: Hand 2: Richard; Hand 8: Bob; Hand 12: Jim; Hand 13: Jim. 

 Tokens held: Jim  0,  Richard  0,  John  0,   & Bob  0. 
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In My Neighborhood 
Being effectively retired, I don’t have much of a regular schedule.  What little there was mostly 

disappeared back in March when the Squim library within which the Meeples gaming group met closed for 

the duration.  The rest of it evaporated at the end of July. 

I started smelling smoke on the afternoon of Wednesday 29th July.  I was down at the mill when my 

neighbor drove by, stopping to tell me there was a fire just west of us next to Lake Crescent.  I can’t say I 

had expected it, but I certainly wasn’t surprised to learn that it had started near the new picnic area at the 

west end of the stretch of East Beach Road which runs right along the water’s edge. 

The Olympic National Park has a property acquisition fund which they use to buy up ‘inholdings’ when 

they come on the market – and the park has enough cash in the fund.  This particular property had a garage 

accessible from the road at the point where it started to climb up away from the water’s edge.  The house 

was farther up the road and crowded the roadway between the house on the water side and a carport ( just 

four in-the-round posts supporting a square roof ) on the uphill side.  The park bought the property several 

years ago and slowly started removing structures and some of the trees which had contributed to the 

crowding of the roadway.  Once the trees were gone, I noticed that the the upper floor on east side 

contained a large stained glass window of a bald eagle in flight.  Quite impressive if you go in for that kind 

of thing.  Once the house was gone, the foundation was covered over and native vegetation planted.  The 

level area below the previous house site and between it and the entry to the driveway was smoothed out, 

graveled and turned into a small car park with a couple of picnic tables.  I thought this a bit strange as the 

park has been letting structures in the park deteriorate before eventually removing them.  At least, that’s 

what’s been happening in the ‘back country’, the areas that one must hike into. 

Anyway, as I understand it, the fire started just across the road from this new installation.  Several of us 

agreed that this new construction constitutes an attractive nuisance.  

The park has been letting fires in the back country, especially the fires started by lightning in late summer, 

to burn out on their own.  They usually die when the rains come.   This fire, however, they decided to 

attempt full suppression.   Makes sense, there are other inholdings with houses and a lodge concession just 

west of the fire ignition point, and more houses on inholdings east of the stretch of road down at the water 

edge.  They also didn’t want it going over the ridge and out of the park. 

The fire produced a lot of smoke but stayed a ground fire for the most part.  Quite a number of trees 

burned, but it didn’t turn into a crown fire, for which many of us are grateful.  During the first week and a 

half or so, before they had it contained, I was living out of a suitcase.  Except the suitcase was in the car 

ready for me to drive away on an instant’s notice.  Which was a bit inconvenient what with the things I 

usually want to use on my way into and out of bed being in the suitcase out in the car. 

By this time, my phone connection had gotten so bad, that I’ve been driving down to the highway with my 

laptop and phone where I can get connected.  I talked with several of the guys manning the road closure at 

the highway.  One was the guy responsible for county highway signs.  Aaron told me about a conversation 

he overheard between his boss and a touron who stopped at the closure: 

Turon:  “What’s going on here?” 
Boss:  “The road is closed due to a forest fire.” 

T:  “What’s burning?” 1 

B:  “Trees.” 2 

T:  “Oh.”  Drives off. 

Oh, yeah, the road closure.  East Beach Road is closed to all traffic except residents, and looks to remain 

that way for some time.  The fire was on a steep hillside and once the ground vegetation burned, large 

rocks and trees started coming down on the road.  They were quite busy for a while with heavy equipment 

clearing the road, but there will be more as the rains start.  Which they have.  We had a couple of days rain 

about a week and a half in, then two days of heavy showers the last two days.  This year the weather didn’t 

even wait until the start of September, which is when we usually get our first rains.  

 

1   I snorted, but managed not to actually laugh on hearing this. 

2   Aaron told me he couldn’t help laughing out loud at this point.  I just had to shake my head. 
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Track  no. 4 

The Celestial Steam Locomotive 
A new and totally different subzine with nothing to do with blancmanges 

richard530smith@btinternet.com 
 

15th August 2020 

This issue's picture is my work-from-home desk, photo taken in March. Has it changed since then? Nope. 
There was some novelty value at first with remote working, but for some time I've been hoping to get back 
to "normal" and return to the office. Some IT workers are finding things pretty tough (see 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-53683463) but obviously those of us who can work from home 
rather than being furloughed or laid off are the lucky ones. It is churlish to ask if our heating bills will be 
paid during winter when we're saving so much on transport costs. The government does want some of us 
to go back to our workplaces so we will buy sandwiches and coffee to boost the economy. Hmm. 
 
At least we've got sport to watch now, and I don't mind the fake crowd sounds (though I think they should 
throw in some unsavoury chants, nothing racist or homophobic but suggesting the referee works in the 
financial sector should be OK). Marx was almost right with his opium for the people quote, just swap religion 
for sport.  Southampton actually winning some football matches and England some cricket tests - yay! And 
F1 without fans, well, the tickets were always too expensive anyway. And the parking. 
 
On the RR front, HS2 https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/hs2rr.html now has Private Sector and Build Build 
Build (government funded) variants.  Note that following a suggestion from Michael Pargman I have 
changed the rules slightly for parallel building on HS2 line (making it cheaper, but still potentially loss-
making for companies).  Gamestart inside for Private Sector and I may open a list later for Build Build Build, 
but I want to save a RR GMing slot for my new Honduras map, which is in progress. 
 
I have been working on a new board game conversion to replace the unloved Great Brain Robbery on the 
waiting list. It's an old(ish) favourite of mine, Feudality by Tom Wham (Z-Man games 2011). I think it will 
be good fun postally (as it is F2F). Rules at https://variablepig.org/rules/feudality.html  
 
Richard 
 

The computer language INTERCAL has many features designed to make it aesthetically unpleasing 
to the programmer: it uses statements such as "READ OUT", "IGNORE", "FORGET", and modifiers 
such as "PLEASE". This last keyword provides two reasons for the program's rejection by the 
compiler: if "PLEASE" does not appear often enough, the program is considered insufficiently polite, 
and the error message says this; if too often, the program could be rejected as excessively polite.   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-53683463
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/hs2rr.html
https://variablepig.org/rules/feudality.html
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King of Tokyo - Round 9 
 

Postal rules (3-4 players only) and link to F2F rulebook are available at 
https://variablepig.org/rules/kingoftokyo.html . 
 
Rumble Report 

With the game now into the second half, monsters are eyeing up the mode of 
victory. Kill your opponents or try to win by fame points? Note that when a 

monster dies the turn order shuffles up for that bout giving the survivors extra goes. 

Bout 1: Brexitator gains some VPs but doesn't heal much or damage Cretosaurus.  

Bout 2: Cyclops' stay is short though Megakitty may have wanted to lick a few more wounds before entering 
Tokyo. 

Bout 3: Cyclops impresses his rivals by eating a train (burp!).  

Bout 4:  Cretosaurus continues to kick bottom, with Brexitator his latest victim.  
 
Turn 9 Bouts Table 

Bout 1 Bout 2 

Brexitator rolls 1, 3, 3, C, C, E 
Brexitator rolls [3 ,3] 1, 1, E, H 
Brexitator rolls: [3, 3, H] 2, 3, E 
Brexitator gets 3VPs for the 3 3s 
Brexitator inflicts no damage on Cretosaurus who 
remains in Tokyo 
Brexiiator heals 1 point 
Brexitator saves 2E for later 

Megakitty1 rolls 2, 3, C, C, E, H 
Megakitty1 rolls [H] 1, 3, 3, C, E 
Megakitty1 rolls [H] 2, C, E, E, H 
Megakitty1 inflicts 1 damage on Cyclops who yields 
Tokyo! +1VP  
Megakitty1 buys Spiked Tail for 5E (+1C if at least 
1C rolled) +1E for Media Friendly 
Megakitty1 heals 2 points 

Bout 3 Bout 4 

Cyclops rolls 1, 2, 2, 2, C, E 
Cyclops rolls [2, 2, 2] 1, 2, H 
Cyclops rolls [2, 2, 2, 2, H] E 
Cyclops gets 3VP for the 4 2s 
Cyclops inflicts no damage on Cretosaurus who 
remains in Tokyo 
Cyclops gains 2E from Battery Monster, 1E from rolls 
and spends 4E on Commuter Train +2V 
Cyclops heals 1 point 

Cretosaurus rolls 1, 2, C, C, E, H 
Cretosaurus rolls [C, C, E] 3, C, E 
Cretosaurus rolls [C, C, E] 2, C, E 
Cretosaurus inflicts 3 damage on Brexitatir who 
yields Tokyo! +1VP 
Cretosaurus saves 3E 
 

Status Table (italic monster in Tokyo, bold turn is next up) 

Turn Bout 1 V H E Bout 2 V H E Bout 3 V H E Bout 4 V H E 

1, 5,  
9, 13 

Brexitator 
(John Walker) 
Cards: None 

12 4 2 Megakitty1 
(Bob Pitman) 
Cards: Media 
Friendly, Spiked 
Tail 

2 3 1 Cyclops 
(Kevin Lee) 
Cards: Battery 
Monster (2 left) 

8 6 4 Cretosaurus 
(Jim Reader) 
Cards: Solar 
Powered 

8 4 3 

2, 6,  
10, 14 

Cretosaurus 
(Jim Reader) 
Cards: None 

2 6 4 Brexitator 
(John Walker) 
Cards: None 

8 5 1 Megakitty1 
(Bob Pitman) 
Cards: Armor 
Plating 

1 5 0 Cyclops 
(Kevin Lee) 
Cards: Energy 
Hoarder 

1 7 7 

3, 7, 
11, 15 

Cyclops 
(Kevin Lee) 
Cards: None 

2 9 4 Cretosaurus 
(Jim Reader) 
Cards: None 

3 4 0 Brexitator 
(John Walker) 
Cards: None 

7 7 1 Megakitty1 
(Bob Pitman) 
Cards: 
Burrowing 

1 5 0 

4, 8,  
12, 16 

Megakitty1 
(Bob Pitman) 
Cards: Jets 

0 9 0 Cyclops 
(Kevin Lee) 
Cards: Rapid 
Healing 

4 5 0 Cretosaurus 
(Jim Reader) 
Cards: None 

1 8 2 Brexitator 
(John Walker) 
Cards: None 

7 3 1 

https://variablepig.org/rules/kingoftokyo.html
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Card Descriptions [Owned by Monsters] 

Name Type Cost Description 

Armor Plating Keep 4 No damage when taking exactly 1 damage 

Battery Monster Keep 3 6E in reserve, move 2 into bank before turn  

Energy Hoarder Keep 3 get 1V for every 6E in bank at end of turn 

Media Friendly Keep 2 +1E when buying cards 

Solar Powered Keep 2 +1E if no E at end of turn 

Burrowing Keep 5 +1C on roll when in Tokyo, when yielding new monster gets -1H 

Jets Keep 5 No damage when yielding Tokyo 

Rapid Healing Keep 3 Spend 2E any time to get 1H 

Spiked Tail Keep 5 +1C if at least 1C rolled 

Turn 10 Bout 1: Cretosauraus (Jim) to play. Cretosauraus (Jim +2VP) is in Tokyo.. Cards 1-3 on sale, 4-6 
reserve (see rules). 

# Name Type Cost Description 

1 Tank Discard 4 +4VP -3H 

2 Alien Origin Keep 3 Power cards cost 1E less to buy 

3 Even Bigger Keep 4 +2H when card bought, can have up to 12H as long as card owned 

4 Energy Hoarder Keep 3 Gain 1 VP for every 6E in hand at end of turn 

5 Acid Attack Keep 6 Add 1C to roll 

6 Poison Quills Keep 3 +2C if 222 or better in numbers 

Turn 10 Bout 2: Brexitator (John) to play. Megakitty1 (Bob) is in Tokyo. Cards 1-3 on sale, 4-6 reserve 
(see rules). 

# Name Type Cost Description 

1 Extra Head Keep 7 You get 1 extra die 

2 Made In A Lab Keep 2 Can buy cards from reserve 

3 Energy Drink Keep 3 Spend 1E to get extra dice roll 

4 Flame Thrower Discard 3 All other monsters -2H 

5  Jet Fighters Discard 5 +5VP -4H 

6 Nuclear Power Plant Discard 6  +2VP +3H 

Turn 10 Bout 3: Megakitty1 (Bob) to play. Cretosaurus (Jim) is in Tokyo. Cards 1-3 on sale, 4-6 reserve 
(see rules). 

# Name Type Cost Description 

1 Shrink Ray Keep 6 Give 1 Shrink Ray token to each monster you wound. At the 
beginning of their turn monsters roll 1 die less for each token. 
Rolled Hs may be used to remove tokens instead of damage. 

2 Giant Brain Keep 5 1 extra dice roll per turn 

3 Heal Discard 3 +2H  

4 Camouflage Keep 3 Roll die for each H lost, if H rolled do not lose that H 

5 Evacuation Orders Discard 7 All rival monsters lose 5VP 

6 Tank Discard 4  +4VP -3H 

Turn 10 Bout 4: Cyclops (Kevin) to play. Cretosaurus (Jim) is in Tokyo. Cards 1-3 on sale, 4-6 reserve (see 
rules). 

# Name Type Cost Description 

1 It Has A Child Keep 7 If you lose all H, lose all VPs and restart on 10H outside Tokyo 

2 We're Only Making 
It Stronger 

Keep 3 When you lose 2H or more gain 1E 

3 Frenzy Discard 7 Take another turn after this one 

4 Gourmet Keep 4 2VPs when you roll 111 or better 

5 Rapid Healing Keep 3 Spend 2E any time to gain 1H 

6 Gas Refinery Discard 6 +2VP all other monsters -3H 
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Fragments Movie Madness - EPILOG (GAMEEND COMMENTS) 
 

Bob Gingell 

When the game started I was completely at sea, so stuck to the familiar 
approach of getting analyses of the phrases and then trying to figure out 
what they were. It took until Round 3 to get started with Fragment 2, and 
John was immediately ahead so I held out no hope of winning. But then 
clues started to fall into place, with the exception of Fragment 4. I got the 
wording of Fragment 4 very early, but would never have guessed the 
actual movie title (which I had never heard of). The emoji clues of a mobile 

phone and a chess clock gave me no help at all, but respect to Bob Pitman for getting that one when no-one 
else did. Richard suggested that I might have been just lucky with Fragment 5, but in fact I was quite sure 
of that one - it was Fragment 7 that I was most doubtful about as I thought "cumulonimbus" might lead to 
'cloud' but had little idea that how the 'atlas' fitted the clue. I am glad I did not ask for an analysis of 
Fragment 11 since I am sure I would never have guessed that film, while identifying 'playwright' and 
'Brighton' helped enormously for Fragment 12.  
 
Overall I think that having two analyses worked well for a game with some complex clues, while years 
supplemented that. I had a fair idea of the type from looking at the breakdown of the words so never asked 
what type of clue was involved - maybe ignoring those helped me and I would be interested in the views of 
other players as to whether the type of clue was a useful choice. As to sequels, I am a glutton for game 
expansions and variants so would be happy to try out a different version of the game. As a general 
comment, the fact that nothing was guessed until Round 3 leads me to suggest that the introduction of a 
clue to the game might have double the normal amount of letters so as to help speed up the guessing 
process a little. I would favour that over that alternative of giving players additional questions in Round 1. 
What do the rest of you think? 
 

Chris Hibbert 

Well, that was challenging. I got the easy titles, and had deciphered the text for 4, 7, and 8 fairly early, but 
couldn't find matching movies. I had "Cromwell" as the first word of #9, which was taking me in completely 
wrong directions. Surprisingly, I had the text for #10, but didn't think of Apocalypse Now.  
 
What part does "comic store" play in the clue for #11?  
See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forbidden_Planet_%28bookstore%29 the USA stores are all in New York. 
 

Bob Pitman 

I enjoyed the game, thank you Richard. I was so close with two more answers... if only I'd known! My 
shortlist of 3 based on year for 11 (screen shot supplied showing right answer) and Cromwell was putting 
me off on 9. How about one extra question per turn? 
 
Brendan Whyte 

This Fragments variant was a little too meta, I think. 
 
John Walker 

Bob G definitely deserved the win as he undoubtedly took the time to read the rules, rather than my normal 
approach of assuming I knew what I was doing. Once I got behind with the word analysis I was stuffed. 
 

GM 

I think with a few rules tweaks (adjust the way the specials work and maybe get rid of the Sound Charades) 
this could be the best Fragments variant, but I'm not sure a remake would get enough bums on seats.  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forbidden_Planet_%28bookstore%29


Variable Pig – (Grice)        49 
    

Golden Strider Tarnished V2 - ROUND 3 
 

The revised (much simpler) rules were printed in Variable Pig 177 and are available on the Variable Pig 
website at https://variablepig.org/rules/golden.html#tarnished 
 
Arthur Owen, Jim Reader, Steve Ham, John Walker and Bob Gingell are our athlete managers each of whom 
has two runners in this race which is 64 squares long. 
 

P S  Runner 

1= 12  Ann Droid 

2= 10  Will Do 

2= 10  Nutkin 

2= 10  Stan Ozolol 

5= 9  Al Berto 

5= 9  Glen Buterol 

5= 9  Twitchy 

5= 9  Mr. Jones 

9= 8  S A Lazar 

9= 8  Mr. Smith 

 
 

Position 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th+ 

Bonus 0 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 0 

 

With 10 runners the bonuses are as shown above. As with last turn the back two fail to get a bonus. 
Overtaking penalties were only dished out to three runners as the pack stays tightly, er, packed.  
 

Railway Rivals South Downs Way (RR2346SDW) - Round 10  
 

Race 22 was narrowly won by FBR (via Queen Elizabeth Country 
Park) against GREEN (visiting Heyshott Down). Race 23 was a long 
winding one in which the trains chugged past two bus stations with 
Crawley connections without stopping. GODOWN (via Devil's Dyke) 
finished just ahead of BLACK (Mill Hill). 
 
For race 24, GREEN's AOT included a detour up Butser Hill, whilst FBR 
went for the Country Park again, paying GODOWN for the shorter line 
and a second win. 

  
Race 25 saw another win for FBR, this time unopposed. The tourists grumbled about stopping at Queen 
Elizabeth Country Park yet again but many of them needed a tinkle by the time they got there (narrow 
gauge trains don't usually have toilets). 
 
Race 26 had all four entrants and three of them had to take detour to visit a beauty spot (GREEN to 
Woolbedding Common and FBR and BLACK up and down Cissbury Ring). This did leave GODOWN's route 
a couple of pips shorter which proved decisive in a blanket finish (after 6 rolls GREEN:22, FBR:22, 
BLACK:24, GODOWN:23). 
 
Race 27 saw both entrants visit Iping Common with GODOWN's much shorter line winning through. 
Finally, race 28 was a dilemma for GODOWN - BLACK had to pay FBR to get out of Singleton, but GODOWN 
could shave off 5 pips by paying, but then maybe come second anyway, which is what would have happened 
on the actual dice rolls. 

https://variablepig.org/rules/golden.html#tarnished
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Notes: Bob asked me to confirm about Winchester and Eastbourne: I am assuming that your original 
statement that they are combined into one destination without requiring internal links applies in this game.  
That's correct but thankfully not relevant in the WIP V2 map as one of the changes is to make them single-
hex, see https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/southdownswayrr.html 
 

 

GREEN 
Brad Martin 

Blue 

FBR 
Jim Reader 

Red 

BLACK  
Roger Trethewey 

Black 

GODOWN 
Bob Gingell 

Purple 

22) Bognor & Chichester (Sp4) - 
Upham (16)  

10 [27] 
-4 -3 +1 

20 [24] 
-1 +3 -1 

  
+1 +4 

23) Crawley (Sp6) - Eastbourne (65)   10 [38] 
-4 

20 [33] 
+4 

24) Wickham (22) - South Harting 
(35) 

10 [22] 
+2 

20 [18] 
-6 -2 

  
+6 

25) Fulking (55) - Itchen Abbas (13)   
 

 
+3 

20 [54] 
-1 -3 

  
+1 

26) Milland (36) - Findon (53) 0 [24] 
+3 -3 +3 

0 [24] 
+3 -3 -1 

10 [24] 
+1 

20 [22] 
-3 

27) Hambledon (26) - Midhurst (43)   

 

10 [24] 

+2 -4 

 

+3 +4 

 20 [18] 

-3 -2 

28) Singleton (45) - Ringmer (62)   
+5 

20 [43] 
-5 

10 [46] 
-4 

 

Last Turn 297 140 83 206 

Points from Races 30 60 32 74 

Builds -1 0 
+1 +1 +1 

-6 
-1 +1 

-6 
+1 -1 -1 -1 -1 

Points Total 326 203 109 271 

 
Builds: 
BLACK: (R11) - Buriton (cost 1) 
FBR: no builds 
GREEN: (Beacon Hill) - Cheriton; (K43) - L42 [-1 GODOWN]  (cost 6) 
GODOWN: (R11) - Buriton; (Petworth) - E37; (N14) - - L15 [-1 FBR]; (S44) - T44 [-1 BLACK, -1 FBR]; (O14) - P14 
(Queen Elizabeth Country Park) [-1 FBR] (cost 6) 
 

A map showing the latest builds is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2346SDW.jpg 
 

The fifth set of races is: 

29) Chawton (31) - East Dean (64)   30) West Meon (23) - Petworth (51)   
31) Binsted (33) - Twyford (15)   32) Ditchling (56) - Farnham (S3)   
33) Cocking (44) - Winchester (12)  34) Eastbourne (66) - East Meon (24)   
35) Brighton (S5) - Northchapel (42)   

Enter up to 4 of the new races and build up to 4 points of track. 
 
 

Railway Rivals Xanth 2.0 (RR2375XA2) - Round 9   
 

Race 8 was taken by BREXIT as expected. Race 15 was a close 3-way run 
with GREEN's slightly shorter route making the difference.  Race 16 was a 
strange one with both GREEN and GOBLIN falling foul of the Region of 
Madness (see note), moving backwards, and then getting past the madness 
hex next time. DST would have won the race with some better rolls, instead 
joint second was all he got. In Race 17, GREEN and BREXIT both stopped 
over the Gap, BREXIT repelling the dragon in GREEN's direction.   

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/southdownswayrr.html
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2346SDW.jpg
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Race 8 was another 3-way photo finish, which BREXIT won by one pip, though his profits were dented by 
having to cast two spells to brave the elements and repel the dragon again. Race 18 was an easy 20 gold 
pieces for BREXIT, with DST not choosing this race as one of his four to enter. 

In race 20 we had an interesting "contest" (I didn't bother to roll any dice). DST managed the whole route 
on his own track (not landing on The Gap) whilst BREXIT used a Mystic Portal spell to take the short cut. 
And finally, race 21 was won by GOBLIN unopposed though BREXIT might have entered had he not already 
raked in piles of gold from previous races. 

Corrections: A couple of maths mistakes: GOBLIN's points total should have been 142 not 139 and 
BREXIT's 145 not 155.   

Michael spotted a problem with the ingame map. In R3 he built Y31-Y32-X32-X33-V34, but I drew it as 
Y32-W32-W33-V34. In round 8 both GOBLIN and DST built to connect to this track. Steve ordered to join 
at X33, but Arthur built to join at W34 (I printed him a map with the mistake included). I have edited the 
image and removed the last hex build by Arthur and credited him one point.   

Notes / Questions: Elemental Protection does not work on the Region of Madness (though I think S23 
probably shouldn't be a madness hex for aesthetic reasons). Perhaps there should be a Mind Shield spell or 
similar? I still also think there could be Detect Invisible or Levitate spells to help with bridges. 

All questions so far are summarised in a FAQ at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/xanthrr.html 
 

 

DST 
Arthur Owen 

Red 
DR=1 EP=0 MP=0 

GREEN 
Roger Trethewey 

Green 
DR=0 EP=0 MP=0 

GOBLIN  
Steve Guest 

Orange 
DR=2 EP=1 MP=1 

BREXIT 
Michael Pargman  

Blue 
DR=4 EP=3 MP=1 

8) Ivory Tower (65) - Isle of 

View (Sp4) [GAP OK] 

   20 [28] 

15) Elves (32) - Black Village 
(12)  

0 [23] 
-4 -2 

20 [21] 
+2 +4 

10 [23] 
-2 +2 

 

16) Faux Pass (41) - Fauns 
(63) [RoM GREEN and GOBLIN S23] 

5 [19] 
-1 

20 [12] 
+3 -3 

5 [13] 
-1 -3 +3 

 
+1 +1 

17) Troll Bridge (14) - Mount 
Parnassus (62) [GAP GREEN and 

BREXIT] 

10 [36] 
+1 +2 

TRAIN EATEN BY 
DRAGON [33] 

-1 +2 

 
-1 

20 [31 + DR]  
Buy 4DR 2EP 

 -2 -2 -1 

18) Magic Dust Village (52) - 
Birds (22) [GAP BREXIT] 

 
+1 

0 [21] 
+2 +2 -1 

10 [20] 
Buy 1DR -2 

20 [20 +EP +DR] 
-2 -1 +1 

19) Castle Roogna (46) - 
Peace (35) [GAP OK] 

   20 [6] 

20) South Village (53) - 
Mundania (Sp1) [GAP OK] 

10 [51]  
+2 

 20 [22 +MP] 
-2 

21) Fen Village (21) - Centaur 
Isle (Sp6) [GAP OK] 

  
+3 

20 [40] 
-3 -3 

 
+3 

 

Last Turn 54 138 142 145 

Points from Races 21 55 35 96 

Builds -4 -15 +1 +1 -6 -1 -1 +1 -1 +2 -6 -2 +15 +1 -1 -1 

Spells 0 0 -4 -24 

Points Total 58 186 174 223 

 
Builds: 
DST: Flies - - - - Peace [-15 BREXIT] (cost 4) 
GREEN: (S26) - Mount Rushmost; (Troll Bridge) - G6 - F5; (V26) - - - Y28 [-1 DST, -1 BREXIT] (cost 6) 
GOBLIN: (A63) - A62 [+2 gold] (cost 1) 
BREXIT: (S15) - - U14 - Gap Village [-1 DST, -1 GOBLIN]; (U14) - V13 [-1 GREEN]; (M10) - M8 [-1 GOBLIN] (cost 6) 
 

A map showing the latest builds is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2375XA2.jpg 
 

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/xanthrr.html
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2375XA2.jpg
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The fourth set of races is: 

22) Castle Zombie (51) - Black Village (12)   23) Centaur Isle (Sp6) - Tall Hassle (13) 
24) North Village (24) - Dead Forest (54)   25) Centaurs (26) - Mundania (Sp2) 
26) Dragons (33) - Faux Pass (41)    27) Good Magician (44) - Fauns (63)    
28) Nymphs (64) - Flies (34)   
 

 Enter up to 4 races and build up to 4 points of track. 
 

Railway Rivals Xanth 2.0 (RR2390XA2) - Round 7   
 

Race 1 was mostly a rush to the Good Magician, though STORK 
NAKED's run was more of a leisurly visit to buy spells. Race 2 was 
held over as no-one has yet braved the Dead Forest. 
 
Race 3 was the only one to cross The Gap and the dragon did not 
stir from its slumbers as BIEN won comfortably. Race 4 was a 
dash to the Gateway Castle, then whip out a scroll to magically 
send the train and all its passengers (who probably didn't read 
the Ts and Cs) into the Vortex.  

In Race 5, STORK NAKED used magic to make Peace quicker than BIEN. Race 6 wasn't run due to doubt 
over the existence of the Isle of Illusion, and race 7 was a one-pip finish with BIEN just beating BADPUN. 
 

 

BIEN 
Christian Bien 

Orange 
DR=0 EP=0 MP=0 

STORK NAKED 
Jim Reader 

Green 
DR=1 EP=3 MP=0 

BADPUN  
Bob Gingell 

Black 
DR=3 EP=2 MP=2 

1) Mount Rushmost (61) - Good Magician 
(43)  

15 [11] 

-2 -1 
0 [18] 

Buy 1EP 1DR +2 +2 
15 [11] 
+1 -2 

2) Dead Forest (54) - Black Village (12) 
 

race not possible 

3) Faux Pass (41) - Tall Hassle (13) 
 [GAP OK]  

20 [22] 
-4 

 10 [28] 
Buy 2DR +4 

4) Ivory Tower (65) - Vortex (56)  20 [9 + MP] 10 [9 + MP] 

5) Fen Village (21) - Peace (35)  10 [17] 
+1 

20 [14 + EP] 
-1 

 

6) Isle of Illusion (Sp3) - North Village 
(24) 

race not possible 

7) Flies - Mundania (Sp1) (34)   
 

20 [21] 
-4 

 10 [21] 
+4 

 

Last Turn 46 45 93 

Points from Races 55 43 52 

Builds -10 -2 +1 -10 +2 -1 -1 -10 +1 +1 -1 

Spells 0 -8 -8 

Points Total 90 70 128 

 
Builds: 
BIEN: T20 - Q22 - O21 [-2 STORK] L5 - OGRES; L17 - L18 - K19 (cost 10 points) 
STORK NAKED: (H6) --- - - - Black Village - D3 [-1 BADPUN]; (G6) - Troll Bridge: (G6) - G5 [-1 BADPUN]; (S17) – 
S16 AAAAAAH! (build crew perish due to not finding invisible bridge) (cost 10) 
BADPUN: (T21) - Magic Dust Village; (Gap Village) --- - X13; (M7) - M6 - N5 [-1 BIEN]; (V34) --- U35 [Centaur 
Isle] (cost 10) 

 
A map showing the latest builds is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2390XA2.jpg 

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2390XA2.jpg
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The second set of races is: 

2) Dead Forest (54) - Black Village (12) [held over] 6) Isle of Illusion (Sp3) - North Village (24) [held over] 
8) Castle Zombie (51) - Griffins (23)      9) North Village (25) - Com-pewters Cave (42) 
10) Castle Roogna (46) - Magic Dust Village (52)  11) Ogres (15) - Gap Village (36)   
12) Centaur Isle (Sp6) - Noname Key (66)    13) Ogre-fen-Ogre (16) - Centaur Isle (Sp5)   
14) Nymphs (64) - Dragons (33)   
 

Enter up to 4 of the new races, plus any of the held over races (both 2&6 still not possible), and build up to 
8 points of track. 
 
Corrections: A payment of 1 from BIEN to BADPUN for a junction at G4 was missed (totals amended) 

Questions: Bob Gingell: Since RR races can be run in either direction, I will run Race 1 from Mount 
Rushmost (as it is set out as a race) to avoid having to pay the +1 for entering a hill. This rule also has a 
significance for the One Way Bridge. I assume that the Mystic Portal involves no additional movement cost, 
but in Race 4 that may not make any difference. 
To avoid issues with the timing of buying spells during the race, and for runs involving Vortex and Mundania 
I added the following to the FAQ: "Note that the above means races are directional on this map (so the one-
way bridge may not be usable). Note also that Vortex and Mundania are always target locations when races 
are drawn by the GM" 

All questions so far are summarised in a FAQ at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/xanthrr.html.  
 
 

Railway Rivals - Bolivia (RR2406BO) - Round 4  
 

This time, GREEN makes inroads to the east, whilst MONOPOL connects 
some big cities and nudges north. Meanwhile CHE expands south and west 
and EVO does some mountaineering to join the happy throng in 
Cochabamba and be the first to reach Potosi.  
   
A map showing the latest builds is available at 
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2406BO.jpg 

 
 
EVO 4a. [5] (J25) - K26 --- L25; (L29) - L30 
Brad Martin 4b. [5] (L30) - L31 - M32 - POTOSI 
Blue 4c. [6] (L25) --- Cochabamba; (Potosi) --- O33  
 BANK: 65 +6 -1(CHE, M32) = 70 

 
MONOPOL 4a. [5] (M28) --- M27; (V28) - V27 - Santa Cruz 
Jim Reader 4b. [5] (M27) --- Cochabamba; (V27) – V25 
Yellow 4c. [6] (V25) - - --- - V21 
 BANK: 52 -1(GREEN, V24) +3(CHE, S39) = 54 

 
GREEN 4a. [5] (X24) - --- - A66 
Roger Trethewey 4b. [5] (A66) - CONCEPCION; (A66) - B65 - C66 - SAN IGNACIO DE VELASCO - E66 
Green 4c. [6] (E66) - - - H67 - - - SAN MATIAS  
 BANK: 46 +6 +6 +6 +1(MONOPOL, V24) = 65 
  
CHE 4a. [5] (J26) - - - - - E24 
Bob Gingell 4b. [5] (O37) - - - Tarija - - T37 
Red 4c. [6] (M21) - - K20 - - San Borja; (Tarija) - - T39 
 BANK: 31 +1(EVO, M32) -3(MONOPOL, S39) = 29 

 

Rolls for Round 5:  5a) 4   5b) 5   5c) 3 
 

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/xanthrr.html
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2406BO.jpg
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RAILWAY RIVALS - HS2 PRIVATE SECTOR (RR2446HS2) - GAMESTART 
 
We're ready to rock with the original slightly silly cutthroat version where making a profit is a tad tricky, 
just like the real thing until Boris said "Build Build Build". I will run a game of the government funded 
version later if there is demand. See https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/hs2rr.html 
 
Our High Speed players are Natalie Amery, Arthur Owen, Michael Pargman and Jim Reader. Start options 
are London, Leeds, Liverpool and Birmingham. Please choose your favoured start, colour and company 
acronym by the deadline. Unfortunately I can't offer A3 printed copies until I get back in the office. 
 

THE REVENGE OF THE FILLER SUDOKUS 
by Phistomephel 

 

 
 

Print the above picture or play on-screen via https://cracking-the-cryptic.web.app/sudoku/999hDGj6Gr 
 
The numbers in each cage add up to a multiple of "x". The value of "x" is a 2-digit number and it needs to 
be determined to unlock the puzzle. Some devious logic is required. For example if you look at the top left 
four nonets, there is a one-square "innie" and so all the cages need to add up to (360 - value of innie) ...  
 
To see an expert solve it watch this vid https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qLD1s_OHRkE 

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/hs2rr.html
https://cracking-the-cryptic.web.app/sudoku/999hDGj6Gr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qLD1s_OHRkE


    

  



    

VARIABLE PIG (GRICE) 
 

Polar Pig #182 on-the-shelf vol 
XVI , #51 

The Celestial Steam 
Locomotive #4 

Here Be 
Dragons #37 

jim_reader”of”hotmail 
.com 

off-the-shelf”of”Olympus 
.net 

richard530smith"of"btinternet 
.com 

hbdragons”of”btinternet 
.com 

 

Jim Reader is the editor. Richard Smith does the printing and distribution from the UK and maintains the 
Variable Pig website https://www.variablepig.org. The site holds back issues, game rules and RR/BB maps. 
There is also a Mailing List primarily to notify readers of new issues, which is now hosted on the VP web 
server. To (un)subscribe go to https://variablepig.org/mailman/listinfo/piggers_variablepig.org. 
 
 

PIG WAITING LISTS 
 
PUERTO RICO – 3 – 5 more wanted for new game (Polar Pig). 
6 NIMMT! – Kev Lee, Steve Ham, John Walker and Arthur Owen. 2 – 6 more wanted (Polar Pig) 
MANEATER – John Marsden, Roger Trethewey, Kev Lee and Arthur Owen. 1 more wanted (Polar Pig) 
GOLDEN STRIDER – Arthur Owen, Richard Smith, Steve Ham, Chris Hibbert, Allan Stagg, Bob Pitman and 
John Walker. 1 more wanted (Polar Pig) 
RAIL BARON (Colorado Map) – Jon Carter, Arthur Owen and Cian Owen. 1 more wanted. (Polar Pig) 
TEADANCE – Steve Ham and Arthur Owen. 1 more wanted (Polar Pig) 
BROTHERHOOD – Richard Smith, Mike Townsend and John Walker. 3 more wanted (Polar Pig) 
HARE AND TORTOISE – Kev Lee, John Walker, Arthur Owen and Cian Owen. 1 – 2 more wanted. (Polar Pig) 
RAILWAY RIVALS – China Map. Richard Smith, John Marsden, Jon Carter, Kev Lee, John Walker, Bob 
Pitman and Arthur Owen. 1 more wanted (Polar Pig) 
RAILWAY RIVALS – Oregon Map. 4 wanted (Polar Pig) 
ORIGINS OF WWI – Arthur Owen, Brendan Whyte, John Marsden (on-the-shelf) 
BREAKING AWAY – Jim Reader, Richard Smith, Arthur Owen and Chris Hibbert. 2 more wanted (on-the-shelf) 
WHERE IN THE WORLD IS KENDO NAGASAKI? - anyone can join in (on-the-shelf) 
COSMIC CELEBRITY CRICKET – Jim Reader, Mike Townsend, John Walker, at least 1 more wanted 
(Celestial SL) 
SAVE OUR LEADER!  - new game, details last issue - John Walker, Steve Ham, Jim Reader. 1 or 3 more 
wanted (Celestial SL) 
RAILWAY RIVALS – new HS2 map Game Start inside – Arthur Owen, Jim Reader, Michael Pargman, Natalie 
Amery. (Celestial SL) 
FEUDALITY – new boardgame conversion – Jim Reader, 2 or 3 more players wanted (Celestial SL) 
 
 

THE DEADLINE FOR VARIABLE PIG (UKRANIAN WHITE STEPPE) is  

Friday 18th September 2020 
 

 
 

The Ukrainian White Steppe (Українська степова біла порода) is a general purpose breed, developed in the Askania Nova region of the 
Ukraine between 1925 and 1935 by M.F. Ivanov, by breeding pigs native to the Southern Ukraine with large white boars, Ukrainian White 
Steppes are white and have a medium sized head with a slightly dished face and large, lop ears. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukrainian_White_Steppe 

 

https://www.variablepig.org/
https://variablepig.org/mailman/listinfo/piggers_variablepig.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Revbyntsi,_Cherkas%27ka_oblast,_Ukraine_-_panoramio_(17).jpg
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