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Variable Pig (Black Canarian)
POLAR PIG 191
Welcome to another issue of Variable Pig. This one has been a slow production as we’ve been
fairly active of late. This will be the last issue of 2021 so I will take this opportunity to wish you all a
very merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
The highlight since our last issue was our trip to Pittsburgh to see “The Magic Flute.” I took a day
off on the Friday and we drove across the state in the early afternoon. We were lucky that the
weather was bright and sunny, so we were able to enjoy the beautiful autumn colours of the
Pennsylvania woods. We stayed at the Omni William Penn hotel, a beautiful old hotel right in the
centre of Pittsburgh. I booked the hotel with rewards points, and we were delighted to get a full
suite overlooking the city. We took a nice walk round the centre in the later afternoon, enjoying the
riverfront before enjoying a very nice seafood dinner (and cocktails) at McCormick and Schmick’s.
Saturday was a day of culture. Jacqueline found
that there was an exhibition of Pre-Raphaelite art
at the Frick Arts Centre in the Squirrel Hill district
of the city. We went by bus to the museum,
stopping at Gaby et Jules Café for breakfast (and
some of their famous macaroons) when we had to
change. The exhibit was quite large and included
originals from many of the artists we like, including
Burne-Jones and Rossetti. We spent a happy
morning there before returning to the city centre
for some more modern art at the Andy Warhol
museum. Warhol spent most of his career in New
York, but he was born and raised in Pittsburgh
and the museum gives a detailed history of his life
and career as well as displaying much of his art.
He was certainly prolific and very talented,
although not entirely to our tastes.

There were some fun
exhibits at the Warhol
museum, such as a
recreation of his silver,
balloon clouds room,
plus the opportunity to
sit in the couch he often
used. Finally, I was able
to take a screen test
using a recreation of his
film equipment. He used
these 3-minute films to
create some of the
images of famous
people used in his
screen prints (like Grace Jones).
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I enjoyed the museum, and it was nice to be
able to walk back to the hotel to get ready before
the main event. The opera was held at the
Benedum Centre, also a short walk away from
the hotel. We had a wonderful night at the
opera, particularly Jacqueline who loved the
Queen of the Night’s Aria – not surprising as she
is also a soprano. We left Pittsburgh the
following morning, so Jacqueline was able to get
back in time for a Choir performance of Faure’s
requiem, their first in-church performance for
many months. It has been nice to see the choir
return and a few weeks later, Jacqueline had her
first solo singing the opening verse of the
Wexford Carol.
Since then, I had another business trip for a
trade show. This time the show was in Atlantic
City, a 2.5-hour drive away and somewhere I
would describe as Vegas-by-Sea. I wasn’t too
impressed and was disappointed by the small
number of people wearing masks at the hotel
resort or the conference, although the show was
a success. I may have a more regular, customer
visiting trip coming in January.
I also went back to an East Pennsylvania
Gaming Society meeting, taking Thomas with
me. We had an enjoyable time reconnecting with
old friends and playing some new games like “Lost Ruins of Arnak” and “Brian Boru.” I was
impressed by the latter, an area control / bidding game set in old Ireland and hope to play it again
soon.
We also enjoyed a rare, full family get-together last weekend when we visited the Bethlehem
Christkindlmarkt. We met at a new, Taiwanese Hot Pot restaurant in the South side of Bethlehem
before exploring the market. It was bigger
than I remember from previous years with
more local and interesting craft stalls.
The new location, outside of the old
Bethlehem steel works, also made an
interesting location for family Christmas
photos.
I’ll wrap up by offering my congratulations
to John Marsden and ODE zine for a
well-deserved win in the 2021 zine poll.
Dane Maslen’s “Dane’s Games” came
third while the Pig slunk in at a
disappointing ninth place.

*****
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The 2021 Zine Poll Results
Here are the results from Alex Richardson for the 2021 UK Zine Poll.
1. ODE 18.224
2. Open Management 17.358
3. Dane's Games 16.787
4. Hopscotch 16.443
5. In Off the Post 16.108
6. Minstrel 15.752
7. ...mais n'est-ce pas la gare? 15.425
8. Last Orders! 15.168
9. Variable Pig 14.956
10. Royal Leamington Spa Gazette 13.950
11. Fury of the Northmen 13.636
12. Extra Time 12.618
13. Top of the League 12.070
14. Striker 11.505
15. Obsidian 11.069
16. Astro 11.015
17. Ninety Minutes 10.898
18. The Cunning Plan 9.917
19. Astradyne 9.380
20. Puma 9.254
21. Devolution 8.473
22. Outbreak of Heresy 8.448
23. Ford Super League 8.278
24. To Win Just Once 7.638
25. Four Track Mainline 7.385
26. Quartz 6.071
27. Capricorn 5.937
More details about the results can be found in the latest issue of Obsidian (issue 278) available from Alex
Richardson.

*****

Letters
Richard Smith
(re. Zine Poll) I'll be interested to see the analysis for these results. Not sure how the
Pig could have dropped from 2nd to 9th and Devolution 8th to 21st (?)
Bob Gingell
I would also want to see the analysis and agree that the results are surprising for the
two zines in question. I suspect that the algorithm may be slanted towards high numbers of votes, so a few
people not voting could have a big effect.

I must admit to being very disappointed and surprised by the result. There are a few new names in the poll. I
only receive ODE and Dane’s Games of the zines in the top ten, although I’m aware of Hopscotch, Minstrel
and Mais n’est ce pas la gare. ODE and Dane’s Games are more dependable in timing and more frequent
than VP, but neither offer the range or number of games that we do. ODE is nicely formatted at 16 – 20
pages whereas Dane’s Games is designed to be viewed online. Maybe we do too much…
Richard Smith
I think Bob is probably right that perhaps one or two Rivals aficionados didn't vote
this time. This would explain Devolution's drop as well as ours. I doubt if many people marked Devolution
down because Tony got maxed out and couldn't offer more game starts.
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A number of zines have improved their turnaround and/or offered new stuff as a
result of the pandemic. Again, it seems hard to believe the Pig has been marked down for being overactive
- I'm sure we will soon return to previous levels of indolence and sloth.

Starting with this issue…
Andy Lischette
I am looking for players for a new game of regular Diplomacy in my 'zine
Cheesecake and wondered if you could mention the game openings in Variable Pig. Cheesecake comes
out reliably as an email attachment every five weeks on the morning after the deadline, and as a paper
copy a day or two later. The 'zine is free and usually small. If any of your readers are interested in a new
game of Diplomacy I'd be happy to have them sign up. My email address is andy”at”lischett.com.

I don’t play but there are still a few subbers that do. You might also want to reach out to John Marsden
(ODE) and Brad Martin (Western Front) as they both have active Diplomacy games in their zines.
Andy Lischette
Would you like me to mention game openings in Variable Pig and your subzines in
the next Cheesecake (November 3)? If so, please send a list or I can use the list at the end of Variable Pig
#190.

Please can you also give VP a plug and mention the game openings in issue 190. They have been updated
this issue,
Andy Lischette
Do you have any plans for another game of Sopwith? I've played it just once, forty
years ago on the day my cousin gave me the game and would like to try again.

I can offer another game of Sopwith and add you to the list. The current game is now in a long endgame and
will go on for some time, but it’s not that complex to GM.
Andy Lischette
Cheesecake #141 is attached, with a mention of your game openings on Page 4. I've
already contacted John Marsden but did not know of Brad Martin, so I'll write to him soon.

Thanks Andy – hope you can find some fresh players soon.
Michael Pargman

I hope you and Jacqueline are in good health now.

Jacqueline and I are much better, thanks. I just had my shingles vaccine a few weeks ago and my Covid-19
booster last week.
Steve Ham
Last minute rush as always it seems. Not much news except that I'm getting a little
bit bored of working from home and we haven't had it yet.

I’m no longer working from home on a regular basis, although I still have the option. I’m happy to be going
back into the office and lab. I know some people that like working from home, but I’m not one of them. I
hope you can get back to the office soon.
Steve Ham
There does seem to be a lot of it around. I did get a booster last week and this time I
did get some mild flu-like symptoms which lasted about 3 days. Aside from COVID there seems to be lot of
other stuff going wrong in this country caused by this government but even our 95-year-old queen is having
some health wobbles. It might be an interesting Christmas.

Glad to hear you got your Covid booster and that you’re still Covid-free. I had my booster last week and it
went pretty well – a 10+ hour sleep the night after was the only side effect, plus a sore shoulder.
Carolyn Townsend Mike and I had Covid a couple of weeks ago – probable Mike got it from travelling to
Germany and kindly passed it onto me. Not a fun experience but at least the vaccine meant that we were
not that ill. I suffered more from a sore back than anything else, but this is not high on the normal list of
symptoms. We missed a weekend away but luckily the accommodation owner agreed to move our booking
to later this month, so we have not lost too much, and we didn’t take time off work.

Sorry to hear that you and Mike got Covid, although it’s good to hear that it wasn’t too serious. Hopefully,
you can enjoy your cancelled weekend soon.
Mike Townsend
My business trip to Germany all seemed to go smoothly. Lots of paperwork to
complete and get checked on the way out (relating to Covid, Brexit and EU rules). Nothing apart from a
passport check on the way back. Negative PCR test on the day after returning - so all looked good. Went
into the Office some 6 days after flying back and got my Flu Jab. In the evening I got a slightly raised
temperature which I put down to side effects from the Flu jab.
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It did not go away after a couple of days, but Google told me it could continue for 3 days or so. No other
symptoms and did not really feel ill. So, 2 days after the Flu jab we (Carolyn and I) went for our planned
weekend in Betws-y-Coed. On Saturday we did a very nice long walk from the cottage taking in some pretty
dramatic waterfalls and Fairy Glen (20 km and over 800 m elevation). Difficult to find anywhere to eat out
so we cooked in our cottage. On Sunday we planned to go to a National Trust place and Conwy Castle. I
still felt like I had a very slight temperature so decided to do the "just in case" Lateral Flow Test. I'm unsure
if I was surprised that it was positive, shocked would be more appropriate. So, we then packed the car and
came straight home, losing 2 nights from our holiday. We did a PCR test in the evening after getting back to
Swindon and it turns out that we were both then positive! I then had to isolate until following Sunday (10
days after symptoms) and Carolyn until Wednesday following that (10 days after the positive test). I guess it
was not too bad and I even did online grocery shopping for the first time. I felt about 90% right with minor
temperature from time to time and a strange metallic taste in my mouth for a couple of days (but I could still
taste and smell). Carolyn got a bit of a cough and a few more aches and pains but nothing bad.

Sorry to hear about your Covid infection although relieved that it wasn’t too serious. Sorry it messed up
your holiday. I remember that part of Wales quite well, although it’s been a good while since my last visit.
The walk sounds very nice. I’m not sure I could walk that far now, although I have got better with my
regular walks.
Mike Townsend
I can't be sure where I caught it, but the flight back from Munich would seem
favourite due to the close proximity to many people in a confined space (none of whom would have been
tested prior to boarding). It is very clear that vaccine protection from catching Covid wanes quite quickly
(my second vaccination was in late May) but hopefully it's still doing a good job in protecting us from getting
seriously ill. Feels like the UK Government were too late to kick off the 3rd Booster programme and also
continue to promote taste / smell and cough as the two prime symptoms even though evidence suggests
that they have dropped down the list. Given the number of cases it's pretty clear that we are now more
exposed to it than we have ever been. I know many people at work who have also contracted it in the last 2
months with varying levels of severity.

Curious where you might have been infected. I’m less worried about the aeroplanes, which have very good
air filters and mask enforcement, but the airports worry me.
Mike Townsend
We should be immune now with a healthy boost to our antibody population. But this
experience certainly reinforces to me that you still need to do some basic risk management in your life with
this thing around. So, for instance I would wear FFP2 mask on a plane and think twice about being in
poorly ventilated crowded places for extended periods of time.

I had another business trip to another trade show in Atlantic City in New Jersey, about a 3-hour drive away.
The show was pretty successful, but we were pretty shocked by the laxity in mask wearing. I think < 20% of
attendees wore masks and that included the four from Evonik. It was very disappointing.
Michael Pargman
Sweden's covid numbers are still under control, and they have decided to offer a third
jab, but so far only to elderly and people who have other problems. They have stated that it may be
possible for everyone to have a third jab when more than 6 months has passed since the second one. For
me, that would indicate December. I hope that will be possible.

The Swedish approach remains interesting and I’m glad that rates are still low. However, I think this
success is also down to the Swedish character and low population density. It’s now more than 15 years since
I last visited any country in Scandinavia. I hope to go back one day.
Allan Stagg
Good to hear that you had an enjoyable Crets meet-up, especially after missing last
year due to Covid restrictions. Hopefully, there will be no further interruptions in future years, but I am not
yet convinced that we are on track to be confident about this.

I’m more optimistic for travel and holidays next year – hopefully, this won’t be misplaced.
Carolyn Townsend I hope you and the family are well. Travel restrictions between the USA/UK will be
opening up so hopefully this is one more step on the road to normality.

All good here. We’ve just come back from a nice, cultural weekend in Pittsburgh on the other side of the
state. We went to the Pittsburgh Opera performance of “The Magic Flute” which was excellent, but we also
enjoyed some pre-Raphaelite art at the Frick Art Gallery and visited the Andy Warhol museum.
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Andy York
Hope you had an enjoyable weekend "on the town". It's good to have some down
time and a break from the routine.

We like Pittsburgh – it still has a lot of its old character and is easy to walk round.
Michael Pargman
My back is working again. I went to a naprapat two times before my trip to Portugal.
That wasn't enough to make me fully functionable, but she gave me good treatment and exercises for me to
do morning and evening. She also calmed me and said that she couldn't see any problems with my spine
or nerves, so my problems were all in the muscles, which meant that walking, moving about and stretching
all helped. I was in pain when I woke up in the morning and after sitting for too long, but I brought extra
support pillows so I could handle the air flight and driving the car we rented without too much trouble. I
switched to an aisle seat so I could stand up and stretch every hour. With the car we also wanted to stop to
take pictures, so that worked out well. It took three weeks until I only had vague feelings of pain in the
mornings.

Great to hear that your back has recovered and that you were able to have a good trip to Portugal.
Michael Pargman
Portugal turned out to be much more sunny and warmer than I had expected. We
travelled around the country, visited the major cities and the wine district in the Douro valley. Most cities
were very hilly so there was a lot of walking up and down. We had a great time, and our top experiences
were the city of Cintra, just outside of Lisbon and the boat tour we took spotting a group of wild dolphins
living in the bay. They had a good time swimming under the boat and jumping around.

When we visited, it was a little cooler than we expected, although we were right on the coast. We missed
Cintra, sadly (another time hopefully) but the highlight for me was Tomar and the fortified Monastery of the
Knights Templar. an amazing place.
Michael Pargman
They had very strict rules regarding face masks. You had to wear it when inside
buses, metro, trams, hotels, shops etc and I didn't see anybody trying to avoid this. The only ones who
were sloppy were tourists. Also, about 30% were wearing their masks outside too, while the others had
them on their elbows so it would be easy to put on when going into a shop. I had some problems with the
masks. I don't know how many times I had to turn back to get the mask from the hotel room or forget to put
it on when going to the restroom in a restaurant.

I have heard that a number of European countries are much more diligent about mask wearing and
enforcing of rules. Hopefully, this is paying off.
Murray Egan
Good to hear that you are hitting the road again for work. It sounds like you blew the
cobwebs off the travel memory with the gate checking of bags and eating at the airport.

There were a lot of cobwebs. I just started planning for N’Awlins next year – be interesting if this goes
ahead.
Murray Egan
I have my first travel next week (Columbus OH) for a conference and I am trying to
remember where I put my razor and my trousers... I am sure they are around here someplace. I just hope I
have a lot easier time getting out of O’Hare as you did trying to get out of Newark... what a nightmare you
had with 36 hours in a terminal!!!

I certainly hope your trip was less problematic than that one. How did you get on?
Allan Stagg
You have had some difficult journeys, haven't you? Far worse than anything I have
experienced, although I have missed a plane once (M25 delays) and had to run to board a plane just as
they were rolling the steps away (catching an internal flight in Beijing, no announcements made in English).
Thankfully, my days of extensive travelling are long behind me.

I don’t think, and certainly hope, I will never experience a more difficult journey than my last trip to the UK,
although I will get some good stories out of it. Looking back, I’m amazed at how calm everyone was
(tiredness maybe) and well-behaved and polite too, especially in the long queues to rebook flights. I think
there was an appreciation for the ground crew present and their problems, especially when they were told to
finish and stayed on. While United is not my favourite airline (even in the US), I give them a lot of credit for
the way they managed the situation. It’s also quite amazing to think how many people were left alone,
without much obvious security, in an airport terminal. I’m sure that there was security and alarms would
ring if people tried to access controlled areas, but all the concession and food stands were left open.
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Murray Egan
I hope that you found some decent food to enjoy. My only memories of Newark are of
waiting for many flights to Israel with the full complement of security and religious ceremony and
demonstration about. Glad you made it to ole blighty and back.

I had a really good diner breakfast which was definitely needed. There are decent food options at Newark,
but it’s really expensive.
Andy York
Sorry to hear about the difficulties in your trip to England. It was good you were able
to see most everyone you'd planned on, even if some the time with them was shorter than hoped.

It was a great trip although it would have been nice to have had more time with my Dad.
Allan Stagg
Domestically life has been dominated by my mother's health recently. She is ninetythree and fairly immobile, with developing dementia. she had a stroke in September, which has
exacerbated the dementia, then in October she managed to fall out of bed - twice! On the second occasion
she was taken to hospital and has been there for the past couple of weeks. She is well enough to be
discharged, but it has taken some time for the Hospital Occupational Therapist to agree that there is
suitable equipment in place at home for her to be discharged to a safe environment. Agreement has been
given, and she should be home tomorrow (1 November). This has meant several long journeys for us Swindon is about sixty miles away from us, which with roadworks and the inevitable traffic jams means a
journey of 2 hours each way. She was first taken into hospital at the time of the petrol shortage, which did
add to the stress. At least that worry has passed, although petrol prices have risen by almost 20% since the
summer, and inflation is starting to be mentioned again.

Sorry to hear about your Mum’s worsening condition and the extra stress and driving that this has caused.
I’m glad that your mother survived the falls from her bed; it was a fall in hospital that killed my mother. I
hope that you can get her home safely and that the dementia can be held at bay as long as possible,
Bob Pitman
Hope you and yours are OK. My running group started back in September for me
that’s a break since December 2020. The training sessions are stepping up in ferocity and according to
Strava I am grabbing up some nice PRs on sprint distances... but it is knackering. However today the
recovery period was down to about 10 minutes, so that’s all good. I went out on a circular route down to the
coast last weekend and I knew I was going to be pushing my comfort zone on distance, I did the same
route in July but last weeks was nearly 30 mins faster (but it got very hot after I started in July so lots of
shade breaks). I planned a route for a future route... it worked out at 30 km so there’s a target for some
time over Winter, a shorter one is on the cards, Wickham and back is 21km and a fair chunk is off road so
needs doing sooner rather than later as the tracks and trails are getting mucky and slippy.

Sounds good Bob – glad to hear your running group has returned, although I wouldn’t fancy the trail
running in the cold and rain. Memories of Manchester, many years ago.
Bob Pitman
I ran down along the beach along the end of Southampton water and the Solent this
week. There’s a weirdness of the missing chimney (Fawley Chimney got demolished a couple of weeks
ago) taking away the point of focus that you could see from everywhere locally, the coastline is a little
“bland” now! I got to one point close to Warsash and the stench of sewage was overpowering, at first I
thought a farmer must have been manuring but then realised I was close to the local sewage outfall pipe...
not nice at all. I won’t be doing any wild swimming locally!

That’s one local landmark not to seek out.
Chris Hibbert
Hockey season has started back up again. I'm not expecting the Sharks to have a
great season, so when I received offers to buy my tickets for the first two home games, I let them go. They
then proceeded to win their first four games (and then lost the next three.) We finally got to attend a home
game last night, and the players seemed more unfamiliar than usual. When listening to the radio recap on
the way home we found out that seven players and the head coach had been caught up in Covid protocols
a few hours before game time, so they played with seven players from their minor league affiliate. They
won anyway!

Glad to hear that you were able to enjoy a win on your first Shark’s game. Maybe their season will be better
that you expect.
Brad Martin
On the matter of the football grand finale. Two Victorians were so desperate to see it
that they travelled to the Northern Territory and then established false identities with which they hired a car
and drove into WA, without a valid permit {it is permissible for Territorians to enter WA, but not Victorians}.
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They then watched the game and mixed with players and celebrities afterwards. But they were spotted on
television footage and dobbed in. They were arrested and are in prison awaiting trial. Obviously, they
reckoned the rules didn't apply to them...

Did you see this piece of news from your new allies? 'Invade Australia': US TV host's shocking call
(theworldnews.net). The Republican party wants to impose sanctions against Australia for the brutal,
apartheid like oppression of anti-lockdown and vaccine protesters.
Brad Martin
The Republicans don't need to invade, Australia is already a US colony. All it takes is
a phone call, and our prime minister kow-tows.

I think they would be shocked by the lockdown rules, but invasion may be the only way they could get in.
Bob Pitman
Not going into the murk of UK politics (which I am sure is no murkier than that on
your side of the pond) just to say that I was surprised it’s taken so long for it to surface for this junta... make
us look like Mugabe’s Zimbabwe or Lukashenko’s Belarus and Putin’s Russia (but without the tightly
focussed and effective strategy). Not surprised, not even disappointed anymore, just wondering where the
downward spiral ends. Speaking of Lukashenko, the immigrant crisis on the border of Poland/Lithuania is a
real powder keg on way or the other, hopefully one that will blow up in Belarus and not take Europe with it,
Poland’s government not exactly the most stable either with its Hungarian style hard right governing party.
The people being encouraged to try and cross into EU are caught in the middle and are in terrible trouble
with winter coming.

I can’t really comment on US politics, but I certainly don’t think it’s any better than the UK. Much of what I
read in the UK strikes me as a continuation of “the rules do not apply to me” superiority complex of some
politicians, who are then surprised when people start claiming sleaze. Fortunately, there is still enough of a
democratic process that allows changes of Government, unlike Belarus or Russia.
Bob Pitman
COP26 not looking great in terms of outcome. The China-US climate working group
agreement might be the big result but otherwise its looking pretty poor... “efficient” has been added as a
weasel get-out-of-jail-free word on the fossil fuel use so countries can slither on using coal and oil. I was
surprised at India’s foot dragging, they are huge producers of solar panels (I think) and would have profited
mightily from increased use, sales, and maintenance of them rather than coal. The monsoon is one of
those key weather systems that’s already being affected by climate change I think and its pretty key to
India. Feels like lots of foot dragging is turning into shooting themselves in the foot.

India is trying to manage its own demand for power and the challenges of pollution. There are often a lot of
positive, indirect effects of these big events, as companies and organizations try to adapt to expected
changes in regulations. Not ideal, I know, but there are usually some positive effects after.
Martin Walker
Night celebrated?

Just in time, hope all is well. I guess Halloween is still pretty big over there, is Bonfire

No bonfire night over here – the US has no link to the Gunpowder plot and Guy Fawkes is only known
through the face masks and V for Vendetta. Fireworks here are usually set off on the 4th of July.
Mike Townsend
Seems to have been busy lately in hosting fireworks weekend. Good to get a little bit
back to normal. A few less came than normal, but nevertheless a good crowd and hopefully a good time for
all. Got in a few games too including Great Western Trail in which I came second despite getting what
would normally be a winning score of over one hundred points (Chris H played a great Train strategy to
win). I did win on Isle Of Skye (which I really enjoy as a simple and quick game but with great replayability
thanks to variable victory point objectives and a nice rebalancing mechanism). Also managed a game of
Shark which is a great classic that Chris H had never played! Of course, on Saturday night we had a few
mass games of Werewolf, and the Werewolves were on pretty good form too!

Great to hear that you had another fireworks weekend with a great set of games. I really like Great Western
Trails, although I haven’t played it as often as I would have liked. I’m not sure if I’ve tried Isle of Skye or
not. I finally got back to an EPGS meeting and had a fun time. We played Lost Ruins of Arnak, Brian Boru
and another, all of which I really enjoyed...
Mike Townsend
Isle of Skye is also from designer of GWT Alexander Pfister - although that's really
where the similarities end!. I like it as you can play it in less than one hour, but every game is quite
different due to the varying victory conditions. It's quite like a combination of Carcassonne and Keyflower.

Sounds interesting – hopefully, I’ll get to try it soon.
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Bob Pitman
Looks like our Tuesday ftf game sessions are suspended until sometime in 2022, our
host has vulnerable people at home so it’s understandable... I used to be iffy about turning up when any of
the others had signs of flu as it goes straight onto my chest, so I totally get it with Covid safety, but I do
miss the board games!

Sorry to hear that. Next year.
Bob Pitman
I managed to pick up Ticket to Ride base game in a sale, actually two because I
usually try and give my sisters family a good board game for Christmas, so one present done... more to go
and I’ve started running out of ideas.

Ticket to Ride is a great game. I still have my copy of “Zug Um Zug” (German version) that I bought at
Essen when the game was launched. Hopefully, they will like it.
Bob Pitman
My nephews are both in their twenties now and with lockdown and general life stuff
(I’m sure theirs are busier than mine) we haven’t seen them since last Christmas so you can’t make
educated guesses about what “kids” will like anymore, they’ve developed their own interests and focus, and
I don’t really know what they are for them. I’ll get presents that I’ve thought about as I hate the “just give
them money” option as it just seems impersonal (and a little bit of an easy option). Noeleen has a birthday
just before Christmas and even though we’ve been together thirty odd years now I still worry about what
she might like (and she’s not giving me any clues!!). It’s a terrifying abyss of a time of year hoping you’ve
got a gift they’ll enjoy rather than put in a cupboard somewhere. Last year Noel got the Obama biography
and she really enjoyed that – I was thinking about the Bob Woodward book “Peril,” and Cold War Steve has
a book of his commentary art which she would like (Cold War Steve “Journal of the Plague Year”, a satirist
working in collage with biting commentary and the reference to Pepys/Defoe’s journals, well worth a look
online and on twitter)

It’s very difficult buying presents for adult relatives and children. We struggle most years to choose good
presents for Hannah and Thomas, although Jacqueline usually does an excellent job. Hannah is easier but
it’s really hard to think of presents for Thomas.
Martin Walker
In Bus Boss why do some maps use playing cards and others the Railway Rivals
numbering system for towns?

I think the choice of using cards or numbers for RR and BB maps depends on the choice of the designer.
Some of the early RR maps also used playing cards, but most of the later maps settled on the number system.
Similarly, when David Watts developed Bus Boss, he went back to the playing card system and has stuck
with this. There aren’t many others developing BB maps so most maps use this. David used the number
system for his nice, small map of Cyprus and I decided to try the same with the Easter Island map (also a
smaller map),
Bob Pitman
It’s definitely late Autumn here, this morning I woke to rain and semi dawn light
levels, got my trainers on, and went out to meet up with my running group. All the way over I was
wondering what the hell I was doing! Rain slashed down, it looked miserable. Parked up, got the shower
proof jacket on, joined the others, got a mile down a hill to the Hamble and was soaked and then started
cooking... waste of time wearing the jacket wet, and my internal heat source was being cooled by the rain!
Wound up carrying the jacket. I should have left it in the car, you only get once as they say... and once the
rain went the sun came out (but it was still chilly). In the end the hill shuttles were hard but glad I did it.

It’s been beautiful here the last few weeks – sunny and mild. A real Indian summer and perfect for enjoying
the autumn colours. We have had a couple of rainy days, but mostly it’s been great. However, the change is
now upon us with a much colder day today.
Bob Pitman
I’ve been trying to improve my diet by cutting out many of the things I really enjoy...
no crisps, avoiding lovely fruit pastilles, chocolate treats, cakes... I cut coke and sugar drinks out since my
brush with covid when the virus or its aftereffects amplified sugar and salt tastes making them uneatable
even in tiny amounts. I think it’s working, and my weight and shape is getting back towards where it should
be.

Sounds good. I’ve reduced my soda intake, but I’d struggle to cut out crisps.
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Murray Egan
Sue was born in Orinda, so I shared the photo of your summer camp with her...good
memories!! Sue lived just North of the highway in Orinda. Her mom now lives in Walnut Creek just down the
hill from Orinda.

I thought that Sue came from Orinda. I was surprised when I saw the address, as I thought the camp was
much further away from Moraga (where we lived). However, I agree – it did bring back happy memories.
Bob Pitman
Anyway hope you and yours and the other Piggers are all well and finding happiness!
Merry Christmas! Hope you all find the right gifts for the right people!

Thanks Bob. Merry Christmas and a happy new year to all.

*****

By Fairly Popular Demand
Round Seven – Nobel Prizes
1. A Nobel Peace Prize Winner: Barack Obama (3 scores 0), Desmond Tutu (2), The European Union
(2), Jimmy Carter (2): Dag Hammarskjöld, Andrej Sakharov, Teddy Roosevelt, Juan M. Santos,
Henry Kissinger, Nelson Mandela, Malala Yousafzai, and Médecins Sans Frontieres all score one.

Some of the peace prize winners have been questionable but Desmond Tutu was a worthy winner and I
admire his positive and cheerful attitude.
2. A Nobel Prize for Chemistry winner: Linus Pauling (3 scores 0): Richard E. Smalley, Frederick
Sanger, George Smith, Melvin Calvin, Richard Zsigmondy, Kary B. Mullis, Dan Shechtman, Marie
Curie, Jennifer Doudna, Gerhard Ertl, Edward Buchner, Benjamin List, Richard Kuhn, and JeanMarie Lehn all score one.

I’m certain I will only score one for this, but Jean Marie Lehn is the only Nobel Prize winner I know I
have seen (a lecture in 1988). He shared the prize in 1987 “for development and use of molecules with
structure-specific interactions of high selectivity.”
3. A Nobel Prize for Physics winner: Roger Penrose (4 scores 0): Peter Higgs, Werner Heisenberg,
Robert Hofstadter, C. V. Raman, Kenneth G. Wilson, Giorgio Parisi, James Peebles, Wilhelm
Röntgen, Niels Bohr, Bertram Brockhouse, Albert Einstein, and Erwin Schrodinger all score one.

I wonder if Richard will also choose our old friend from Quantum Chemistry and his infamous equation
(time dependent or otherwise). Please solve for Neptunium.
4. A Nobel Prize for Literature winner: Harold Pinter (3 scores 0), Mario Vargas Llosa (2), Doris
Lessing (2), Bob Dylan (2): Ivo Andric, Maurice Maeterlinck, John Steinbeck, William Golding,
Alexandr Solzhenitsyn, Kazuo Ishiguro, Pablo Nerudo and Rudyard Kipling all score one.

Sadly, Rudyard Kipling is the only winner whose works I have read.
5. A Nobel Prize for Medicine or Physiology winner: Konrad Lorenz (2 scores 0): Peter Ratcliffe,
Alexander Fleming, Georg von Békésy, Emil von Behring, Stanley B Prusiner, Yoshinori Ohsumi,
Frances Crick, Michael Houghton, Robert G. Edwards, Ivan Pavlov, Charles Laveran, William C.
Campbell, Tu Youyou and James Watson all score one.

I’ll go for one of the people credited with the discovery of penicillin and opening the field of antibiotics
that has saved countless lives...
6. A winner of the Sverige’s Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel: Angus
Deaton (3 scores 0) and Jean Tirole (2): Paul Romer, Franco Modigliani, Bengt Holmstrom, James
E. Meade, Gunar Myrdal, Robert A. Mundell, James Tobin, Daniel Kahnemann, David Card,
Amartya Sen, Milton Friedmann and James Mirrlees all score one.

Less to choose from in this category, I’ll go for a man who won the prize for everyone’s favourite
economic subject - Optimal labour income taxation!
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Player
Chris
Hibbert
Steve Ham
Murray
Egan
Martin
Walker
John
Walker
Brendan
Whyte
Allan
Stagg
Brad
Martin
Steve
Guest
Roger
Trethewey
Arthur
Owen
Michael
Pargman
Mike
Pollard
Richard
Smith
Jacqueline
Reader
Bob
Gingell
Andrew
York
MY
CHOICES

Peace

Chemistry

Physics

Literature

Medicine

Economics

Desmond
Tutu
Andrej
Sakharov
Jimmy
Carter
European
Union
Dag Hammarskjöld
Teddy
Roosevelt
European
Union
Henry
Kissinger
Juan M.
Santos
Barack
Obama
-

Richard E.
Smalley
Frederick
Sanger
George
Smith
Kary B
Mullis
Melvin
Calvin
Richard
Zsigmondy
Gerhard
Ertl
Marie
Curie
Dan
Shechtman
Jennifer
Doudna
-

Roger
Penrose
Werner
Heisenberg
Roger
Penrose
Kenneth G
Wilson
Robert
Hofstadter
C. V. Raman

Mario Vargas
Llosa
Mario Vargas
Llosa
Bob Dylan

Konrad
Lorenz
-

Paul Romer

Nelson
Mandela
Jimmy
Carter
Barack
Obama
Malala
Yousafzai
Medicins
Frontieres
Barack
Obama
Desmond
Tutu

Linus
Pauling
Edward
Buchner
Linus
Pauling
Benjamin
List
Richard
Kuhn
Linus
Pauling
JeanMarie
Lehn

Wilhelm
Röntgen
Peter Higgs

Doris
Lessing
Harold Pinter

Niels Bohr

Alexandr
Solzhenitsyn
Kazuo
Ishiguro
Pablo
Nerudo
Bob Dylan

James
Peebles
Peter Higgs
Roger
Penrose
Giorgio
Parisi
-

Roger
Penrose
Bertram
Brockhouse
Albert
Einstein
Erwin
Schrodinger

John
Steinbeck
Ivo Andric
Maurice
Maeterlinck
Doris
Lessing
William
Golding
Harold Pinter
Harold Pinter
-

Rudyard
Kipling

Peter
Ratcliffe
Stanley B
Prusiner
Georg von
Békésy
Emil von
Behring
Robert G.
Edwards
Frances
Crick
Yoshinori
Ohsumi
Michael
Houghton
Konrad
Lorenz
Charles
Laveran
Ivan
Pavlov
William C.
Campbell
Tu Youyou

Franco
Modigliani
Bengt
Holmstrom
Robert A
Mundell
James E.
Meade
Gunar
Myrdal
Jean Tirole
James
Tobin
Angus
Deaton
Angus
Deaton
Daniel
Kahneman
Angus
Deaton
Jean Tirole
David Card

James
Watson
Alexander
Fleming

Amartya
Sen
Milton
Friedman
James
Mirrlees

6
(55)
6
(52)
7
(50)
7
(45)
6
(45)
6
(45)
9
(41)
7
(40)
3
(38)
4
(37)
3
(37)
4
(35)
6
(33)
5
(33)
5
(32)
6
(31)
5
(29)
7
(41)

Congratulations to Allan Stagg who scored a maximum nine. Arthur scored points equal to the lowest
number scored this round.
Players Comments
Brendan Whyte
1. Theodore Roosevelt No longer considered PC, so gotta be a good one to go for.
2. Richard Adolf Zsigmondy. Anyone named Adolph deserves a Nobel prize.
3. CV Raman, for his string-noodle theory.
4. Maurice Maeterlinck for his plagiarism (actually I quite liked his Life of the bee (1901))
5. Emil Adolf von Behring. Anyone named Adolph deserves a Nobel prize.
6. Gunar Myrdal. About the only one I’ve heard of.
Chris Hibbert
I managed to pick a slate of people all of whom I could describe.
Bob Gingell
Haven’t you given us Nobel prize-winners before? I had to avoid Marie Curie for the BFPD.
Variable Pig
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The questions for round eight are.
1. A 20th Century President of the United States
2. A 20th Century Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
3. A Prime Minister of Australia
4. A Prime Minister of New Zealand
5. A Prime Minister of Sweden
6. A current political leader of an African country
Answers for all these questions can be found on Wikipedia or Google, so incorrect answers will score zero.

*****

Lyric Quiz
Game Seventeen – Round Three of Five
1) “You walk up to the traffic lights, You switch from your left to your right, You push in that button and the
button comes alight” (1978)
“Rat Trap” by The Boomtown Rats
Richard Smith, Dane Maslen, David Cowie, Steve Guest, Martin Walker
2) “Too much for my body, too much for my brain, This damn woman's gonna drive me insane” (1979)
“Touch too Much” by AC/DC
Richard Smith, David Cowie, Steve Guest
3) “From the moment I wake up 'til deep in the night, There's nowhere on earth that I'd rather be than
holding you, tenderly” (1981)
“Waiting for a Girl Like You” by Foreigner
Murray Egan
4) “I don't wanna touch you too much baby, 'Cos making love to you might drive me crazy” (1984)
“Love Bites” by Def Leppard
Murray Egan, Steve Guest
5) “Don't tell me it's not worth tryin' for, You can't tell me it's not worth dyin' for” (1991)
“Everything I Do (I Do It For You)” by Bryan Adams
Brendan Whyte, Richard Smith, John Walker, Murray Egan, Steve Guest
6) “I've known a few guys who thought they were pretty smart, But you've got being right down to an art”
(1998)
“That Don’t Impress Me Much” by Shania Twain
John Walker, Murray Egan, David Cowie, Martin Walker, Jacqueline Reader
7) “Tempt me, tease me, Until I can't deny this, Loving feeling, Make me long for your kiss” (2000)
“Breathless” by The Corrs
Murray Egan
8) “If I could get that same dedication, I'd give you everything in creation, If she doesn't come back (If she
doesn't come back)” (1978)
“Substitute” by Clout
David Cowie, Martin Walker
9) “I didn't ask him his name, this lonely boy in the rain, Fate tell me it's right, is this love at first sight”
(1990)
“All I Wanna Do (Is Make Love to You)” by Heart
John Walker (band only), Murray Egan, Martin Walker, Jacqueline Reader
Variable Pig
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10) “Who's gonna tell you when it's too late? Who's gonna tell you things aren't so great?” (1984)
“Drive” by The Cars
Brendan Whyte (band only), Richard Smith, Murray Egan, Steve Guest, Martin Walker, Jacqueline Reader
The theme this round was Robert (Mutt) Lange who was involved in all the songs, mostly as a producer.
Comments
Brendan Whyte
9) Cher.
John Hopkins
1 - 10. "Heartbreak Hotel", sung by the King
And the theme is that these are all songs that I don't recognise!

Evidently correct, but not the connection I was looking for.
John Walker
7 Pet Shop Boys - West End girls
9 Alone - Heart
10 Avril Lavigne
Theme = Canadians

Nope
Dane Maslen
Looks like another bad round for me…
1) Could this be RAT TRAP by THE BOOMTOWN RATS? I suppose I could play the CD that I have it on to
check, but as I would have no idea what else it might be if it weren't, there doesn't seem much point.
Martin Walker
3. Deffo know this???
5. Ditto
9. Heart - I wanna make love to you? (I absolutely hate this song)
Is the theme something like the song is connected to the group's name?

Nope
Jacqueline Reader
3. Say a little prayer by Aretha Franklin
Steve Guest
Theme: produced by Robert John "Mutt" Lange
Richard Smith
I think it's all music produced by the legendary Mutt Lange

Correct
Scores
Steve Guest
Martin Walker
Murray Egan
David Cowie
Richard Smith
Jacqueline Reader
John Walker
John Hopkins
Brendan Whyte
Dane Maslen
Chris Hibbert
Variable Pig
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10 (26)
14 (24)
8 (22)
9 (21)
6 (21)
5 (21)
0 (17)
3 (8)
2 (4)
0 (1)
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Game Sixteen – Round Four of Five
Score one point each for the artist and song title for each song below. There is also a bonus point for
identifying the common but fairly tenuous theme to the songs below.
1) ” Ladies and gentlemen, this is Captain Tobias Wilcock welcoming you aboard Coconut Airways Flight
372 to Bridgetown” (1975)
2) “Tropical the island breeze, All of nature wild and free, This is where I long to be” (1987)
3) “Sail away with me to another world, And we rely on each other, ah-ah, From one lover to another, ahah” (1983)
4) “I have my books, And my poetry to protect me, I am shielded in my armour” (1966)
5) “Now we're sharing the same dream, And our hearts they beat as one, No more love on the run” (1984)
6) “Aruba, Jamaica, ooh, I wanna take you, Bermuda, Bahama come on pretty mama, Key Largo, Montego,
baby, why don't we go?” (1988)
7) “Don't you walk thru my words, You got to show some respect, Don't you walk thru my words, 'Cause
you ain't heard me out yet” (1978)
8) “It's not the things you do that tease and hurt me bad, But it's the way you do the things you do to me”
(1980)
9) “You fall in love, zing boom, The sky up above, zing boom, Is caving in, wow bam!” (1995)
10) “Hey doctor, could you give me somethin' to ease the pain, 'Cause if you don't help me soon gonna
lose my brain, Gonna go insane” (1990)

*****

6 Nimmt! 14
Round Seven
All the cards this round in hand four were played onto column 3. It is a good round for Arthur, John and
Brad who close the gap at the lead. It’s still a close game except for last place as Dane closes in on his
century.
HAND 1
104
70
54
48
6

24#
1

92
91$
2

94
93
74
3

59
40@
4

HAND 2
103
72
102
64
101
62
100
50
97
49
7
7

98
96
94
83
74
5

15!
2

HAND 3
97
84
80
64
78
45
77
44
75^
10
11

96
86
85
83
5

94
62
40
5

HAND 4
79
68
96
66
95
61
85 54&
5
9

Tom Howell plays 91 in Hand 1, 72 in Hand 2, 58 in Hand 3 and 66 in Hand 4.
John Walker plays 22 in Hand 1, 23 in Hand 2, 56 to in Hand 3 and 17 in Hand 4.
Brad Martin plays 39 in Hand 1, 96 in Hand 2, 78 in Hand 3 and 79 in Hand 4.
Arthur Owen plays 94 in Hand 1, 30 in Hand 2, 77 in Hand 3 and 35 in Hand 4.
Steve Ham plays 92 in Hand 1, 59 in Hand 2, 69 in Hand 3 and 54 in Hand 4.
Kev Lee plays 51 in Hand 1, 19 to col. 1 in Hand 2, 70 in Hand 3 and 13 to col. 3 in Hand 4.
Bob Pitman plays 24 in Hand 1, 98 in Hand 2, 80 in Hand 3 and 53 in Hand 4.
Carolyn Townsend plays 23 in Hand 1, 34 in Hand 2, 15 to col. 1 in Hand 3 and 61 in Hand 4.
Bob Gingell plays 66 in Hand 1, 28 in Hand 2, 75 in Hand 3 and 43 in Hand 4.
Dane Maslen plays 83 in Hand 1, 40 in Hand 2, 48 in Hand 3 and 68 in Hand 4.
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101
100
99
97
10

Score = 20
Score = 24
Score = 29
Score = 30
Score = 34
Score = 36
Score = 38
Score = 41
Score = 48
Score = 98
Black Canarian

# Bob P takes column 2 of hand 1 for 9 points (14, 16. 19, 22 and 23)
$ Tom takes column 3 of hand 1 for 9 points (37, 39, 51, 66 and 83)
@ Kev takes column 1 of hand 2 for 1 point (26), followed by Dane who takes the same column for 7 points
(19,23, 28, 30 and 34)
! Carolyn takes column 1 of hand 3 for 2 points (71 and 74)
^ Dane takes column 3 of hand 3 for 5 points (1, 3, 8, 14 and 17), followed by Bob G who takes the same
column for 7 points (48, 56, 58, 69 and 70)
& Kev takes column 3 of hand 4 for 4 points (74, 81, 86 and 87), followed by Steve who takes the same
column for 6 points (13, 17, 35, 43 and 53)

*****

Work Rest and Play
Game 15 – Round Seven
Ian wins the remaining work credit and Roger rests. It all comes down to the tiebreaker for the final scoring
play credit, which just goes to Arthur leaving the game as a tie.

Roger
Ian
Arthur
Roger:
Ian:
Arthur:

Monday
50-45-5
97-2-1
48-48-3

Tuesday
50-49-1
50-45-5
51-43-6

Wednesday
35-33-32
97-2-1
52-42-6

Thursday
97-2-1
49-48-3
51-25-24

Friday
50-49-1
50-47-3
97-2-1

Saturday
97-2-1
50-47-3
97-2-1

Sunday
50-49-1
57-31-12
48-40-12

2 x 3 x 2 = 12
3 x 2 x 2 = 12
2 x 2 x 3 = 12

Game is Tied
Game end statements are still welcome

Tea Dance
Game 9 – Game Start
The parties are ready to host again, with new leaders at the helm. Early polling wasn’t too representative
with small numbers of punters, but a Lib / Lab pact may be forming.
Bids
Remaining
Labour Party
Ian Owen
Conservative
Party
Arthur Owen
Liberal Party
Steve Ham

Bids for 1
Woman

Total Men

Total
Women

Grand
Total

0,1,4,5,6,7,8 9

Bids for
1
Man
2+1

3-1

1

0

0

2,3,4,5,6,7,8 9

1-1

0+1

0

0

0

0,1,4,5,6,7,8 9

2

3

0

1

0

Rules for this game can be found at https://variablepig.org/rules/teadance.html . Please submit your first
bids for 5 men and 3 women. There are groups of 2, 3, and 4 men and 2, 4, and 5 women still to come.

Variable Pig

17

Black Canarian

Bus Boss (Lehigh Valley) BB400LHV
Round Seven

1. Trexlertown (9S) –
Northampton (2D)
2. Quakertown (KD) –
Chapman (QC)
3. Fogelsville (10S) –
Bethlehem (3H)
4. Youngsville (KC) –
Fountain Hill (2H)
5. ABE Airport (JC) –
Slatedale (3S)
6. Fullerton (4D) –
Hellertown (7H)
7. Stockertown (7C) –
Emmaus (9D)
8. Palmerton (QS) –
Philadelphia (AH)
9. Reading (5S) – New
York (KH)
Points from Last Turn
Points from Races
Builds
Total

VRE
Brad Martin
Blue
15

ROGER
Roger Trethewey
Green

TEAR
Kev Lee
Black

+3
10
-7+6
13

5
+3
Race not possible

GLEE
Bob Gingell
Purple
15
-3
20
+7-6
12
-3

Race not possible
15
+2
5
-3+3–1+3

15
-2
13
+3–3-2
30

12
+1–3+2

30

51
61
- 12
100

52
44
- 11
85

51
21
- 10
62

48
84
- 11
121

Northampton – Walnutport: Limeport - Coopersburg
Lehigh Valley Turnpike Exit – Quakertown and Philadelphia: Riegelville - Hellertown
Northampton – Youngsville: Walnutport – Slatedale
Chapman – Youngsville: New Tripoli - Slatedale

VRE
ROGER
TEAR
GLEE

The second set of races is
4. Youngsville (KC) – Fountain Hill (2H):
10. Allentown (8D) – Lanark (JD):
12. Alpha (AC) – Nazareth (8C):
14. Bath (10C) – Limeport (10D):
16. Tadmor (9C) – Allentown (5D):
18. Martin’s Creek (6C) – Bowmantown (2S):

5. ABE Airport (JC) – Slatedale (3S)
11. Topton (7S) – Alburtis (8S)
13. Kintnerville (9H) – Bethlehem (4H)
15. Walnutport (KS) – Bethlehem (5H)
17. Catasauqua (3D) – Bethlehem (6H)

The build order for next round is Kev, Roger, Brad, and Bob.

Bus Boss (Lehigh Valley) BB401LHV
Round Seven
????
PPL
PUB
TOKEN
LV
Variable Pig

Hellertown - Quakertown
Fogelsville –Reading: Bloomsbury – New York: Lanark - Emmaus
Fullerton - Catasuaqua - Northampton - Cherryville
Fountain Hill – Coopersburg: Slatedale – Bowmanstown
Hellertown - Fogelsville
18
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????
Ian
Green
1. Easton (4C) –
Fullerton (4D)
2. Jim Thorpe (AS) –
Revere (8H)
3. Chapman (QC) –
Fogelsville (10S)
4. Kintnerville (9H) –
Cherryville (AD)
5. Stockertown (7C) –
Milford (10H)
6. Walnutport (KS) –
Allentown (6D)
7. ABE Airport (JC) –
Allentown (5D)
8. Macungie (JS) –
Fountain Hill (2H)
9. Northampton (2D) –
Slatedale (3S)
Points from Last Turn
Points from Races
Builds
Total

PPL
Jacqueline
Red
16

PUB
Richard
Black
9

TOKEN
Martin
Orange
5

LV
Arthur
Blue

Race not possible
20
+2-5
+7
7 JR
+5

+2
30
-3-7

15
-1-5-4
12
+1-8
15
+2

10
-2+5 -2

8 JR
+4
5
-3-1

13
+8
15
-2

Race not possible
30

50
19
-7
62

The second set of races is
2. Jim Thorpe (AS) – Revere (8H):
10. Tadmor (9C) – Easton (3C):
12. Riegelville (JH) – New York (KH):
14. Philadelphia (AH) – Trexlertown (9S):
16. Alburtis (8C) – Maxatawny (6S):
18. Bloomsbury (QH) – Easton (5C):

52
60
- 12
102

50
32
- 12
70

52
50
- 12
90

53
12
- 11
54

8. Macungie (JS) – Fountain Hill (2H)
11. Bowmantown (2S) – Reading (5S)
13. Allentown (7D) – Lanark (JD)
15. Jim Thorpe (AC) – Quakertown (KD)
17. Hellertown (7H) – Limeport (QD)

The build order for next round is Richard, Ian, Martin, Jacqueline, and Arthur.

*****

Fair Means or Foul 6
Round Ten
Auction House
A quiet day at the auction sees Baron Brad come away with a bargain – the Zurich Laundry Poster (B
1906) for a mere 2K.
Castle
Lord Brendan was exhibiting his fine collection of ABC (1850) again, carefully watched by Detective
Constable Walker but Earl Arthur stole the show with a magnificent display of AABCDD (1760).

Cheques
Thieves
Location next turn
Variable Pig

Brendan Whyte
13
4, 9
Auction House

Brad Martin
11, 14, 23
3, 10
Castle
19

John Walker
3, 10, 15, 22
(2), (11)
Castle

Arthur Owen
9, 16, 21
1, 12
Auction House
Black Canarian

2/1

3/2

5/3

3/2

4/2
BM,
JW
4/2

5/3

3/2

4/2

4/2

2/1
BW

3/2

4/2
AO

4/2

3/2

4/2

2/1

5/3

3/2

4/2

2/1

3/2

4/2

3/2

4/2

2/1

5/3

Finish

Please can you send in orders for your first action and second location (auction house or castle) for next
round; the location can be made provisional upon the outcome of the next round. At the auction next month
are Bata Shoes Poster (B 1940) and Alfred Hitchcock's Directors Chair (E 1960). In Jail are John’s Thief 2
and John’s Thief 11.

*****

The Golden Strider 5
Round Six
Question
Steve Ham

Is it correct that my replacement card was 0/5 last time. I thought I'd get at least a +1 or +2.

The 0/5 was correct. Runners in 7+th place do not receive the +2 bonus on their replacement card, unless
there are 10 or more runners, see table here https://variablepig.org/rules/golden.html
It’s all change as Bill Player moves to the front of the pack and Mo Phal puts his skates on to catch up.
There are some hefty overtaking penalties to pay next round.
P
1

S
17

2

15

3

14

3

14

3

14

6

13

6

13

8

12

Runner
Bill Player
Ian Owen
Mo Phal
Steve Ham
Lone Ranger
Arthur Owen
Terry Knott
Chris Hibbert
Holly Jockeystix
Allan Stagg
Silver Strider
John Walker
Kenyan Hills
Bob Pitman
Kelly Watson
Richard Smith

Cards
4/1, 7/2, 9/3, 9/4, 10/5, 8/6

P
9/3

D
0

M
5

B
4

R
8

O
3

9/0, 9/1, 9/2, 9/4, 0/5, 9/6

9/0

0

5

4

9

5

3/1, 7/2, 7/3, 8/4, 8/5, 5/6

3/1

0

1

2

5

0

7/0, 6/2, 4/3, 5/4, 6/5, 7/6

5/4

1

1

3

7

0

8/1, 8/2, 7/3, 8/4, 10/5, 7/6

8/1

2

3

3

7

2

5/0, 8/2, 9/3, 9/4, 8/5, 10/6

5/0

1

0

4

10

0

9/0, 7/2, 6/3, 5/4, 8/5, 8/6

5/4

0

2

3

8

0

8/1, 9/2, 9/3, 8/4, 10/5, 10/6

8/1

0

3

5

10

0

Please send your opening moves for next round. This is a 70-space race, not steeplechase. Terry Knott
and Kenyan Hills must play their x/0 card (marked in bold) next round.

*****
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Grand National 3
Round Nine
I made a small mistake in last turn’s report as I left the statement “Also the jockey playing the highest
number of JPs gets a Bonus of +30 JP).´in the report, which did not apply to any fence this turn. Players
were notified by email. My thanks to Dane for letting me know so quickly. I also mixed-up Ankle's numbers
(3,41) for Red Bum, and Red Bum's (1,9) for Ankle. Red Bum should start this round with 334 JP and Ankle
should starts with 348.
This round, Zaisan retains his lead but Hopping Mad is gaining after Crawler gambled and lost.
The 19th fence is an Open Ditch (trouble number(s) are generated by rolling a D8 and a D12 giving one or
two TNs) and the 20th fence is a plain fence where the trouble number is equal to the lowest number of JP
played.
The following horses, played by the GM, will also start the race, and move as described below
MISTER CONSISTENT (16 at each fence)
LOUNGE LIZARD (21 at the Chair, 12 + D6 at each other fence)
FADE AWAY (23 at the start then reducing by 1 at each odd numbered fence thereafter)
SLOW RISER (9 at the start then increasing by 1 at each odd numbered fence thereafter)
METRO GNOME (19 at odd numbered fences and 14 at even numbered fences)
CHAOS THEORY (5D6 – 1)
Player

Horse

Chris Hibbert
Mike Townsend
Richard Smith
John Walker
Richard Smith
Dane Maslen
Steve Guest
John Walker
Steve Ham
Michael Pargman
Dane Maslen
Steve Guest
Allan Stagg
Allan Stagg
NPC
Steve Ham
NPC
NPC
Arthur Owen
Ian Owen
NPC
NPC
Ian Owen
NPC
Roger Trethewey
Arthur Owen
Natalie Amery
Roger Trethewey
Chris Hibbert
Natalie Amery
Michael Pargman
NPC
NPC
Jon Carter
Mike Townsend
Jon Carter
NPC
Brendan Whyte
Tom Howell
Brendan Whyte
Tom Howell

Zaisan
Hopping Mad
Rubbish Tip
Horse
Hello Sweetie
Ankle
Overproofed Rum
Human
The Next One
Rapid
Red Bum
Spiced Rum
Neddy
Dobbin
Slow Riser
The Last One
Mr Consistent
Lounge Lizard (12+d6)
Blue Gin
Jules the Mule
Metro Gnome
Chaos Theory (5d6-1)
Little Donkey
Fade Away
Crawler
Red Rum
Global Pandemic
Creeper
Zocalo
Emergency Measures
Rival
Aquarius (2d6+9)
Mediator (3d8)
Mad Hatter
Crazy Frog
March Hare
Middle Man (Median)
Beta Test
Tripp
Alpha Male
Oops

Variable Pig

JP at Fence
Seventeen (Plain
Fence, TN is
lowest)
8
7
11
11
12
10
10
12
12
10
8
11
14
12
17
13
16
17
19
18
19
23
17
15
4

JP at Fence
Eighteen (Plain
Fence, TN is
lowest)
9
7
12
11
11
10
10
12
13
10
8
11
13
15
17
14
16
16
17
18
14
22
17
15
4

Starting JP

Comments

JP after Fence
Fourteen

Penalties

363
355
360
357
352
348
348
351
351
342
334
323
323
302
300
277
244
243
241
240
236
241
227
168

346
341
337
335
329
328
328
327
326
322
318
301
296
275
266
250
212
210
205
204
203
196
193
138

Stumbles fence 18 and falls fence 18
Falls fence 16
Falls fence 14
Falls fence 13
Falls fence 12
Falls fence 11
Falls Fence 10
Falls fence 9
Falls fence 9
Falls fence 8
Falls fence 8
Falls fence 5
Falls fence 4
Falls Fence 2
Falls Fence 2
Falls Fence 1
Falls Fence 1
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Hare and Tortoise 6
Game Six – Round Six
Player
Bouncing Bunny
Brad Martin
John Walker
Big Bertie
Kev Lee
Rascal
Arthur Owen
Alice
John Marsden
Tommy
Ian Owen

Start Square
55

Finish Square
52

Carrots
41

Lettuces
2

Next Turn
1 and 7

57

56

67

3

2

47

43

46

2

3

54

51

85

2

4

42

45

53

2

5

59

58
54

38

2

Eat lettuce

Tommy was the first to try to move to the lettuce square at 54, only to find it still occupied by Rascal, so he
edged forward to jug the nearby hare. The Hare refund the one carrot he used to advance. Bouncing
Bunny was relieved to still be in 4th place and able to gather 40 carrots, before passing by Rascal looking
enviously at the lettuce. John was another moving the bare minimum forward. Big Bertie leaped forward to
the carrot square at 43 before Rascal finally vacated the lettuce square 40 carrots richer. There were fewer
carrots for Alice who dropped back to the Tortoise at 45 to ease her concerns. Tommy was able to get to
the lettuce square at 54 on his second move.
Please send your moves for round five next time. Please also remember to include provisional orders for
your moves in case your target square(s) is blocked.

*****

Maneater 5
Round Seven
Correction
In game 2, Roger’s shark did move away from 199 to 197. This was inferred in the
report but not included in the table last issue. I amended John’s orders this round as this change would
have affected his moves
Game One
Red Roger kicked off round seven by swimming straight towards home beach,
secure that the shark was far away. Meanwhile Kev Green was almost there. Arthur Yellow struggled
towards the rocks (C) with the shark close behind.
Game Two
Home beach came into sight for Red Kev while Ian Green swam a little closer. John
Yellow stayed on the rocks as the shark continued to prowl round the rocks.
Game Three
Red Ian was safe from the shark’s attention this round and was able to swim away
leaving a trail of blood. Arthur Green decided to turn away from the mess and head back towards the
rocks. John, one of the two surviving blue swimmers, approached the shark net while Roger Green was
another nearly home. The shark, meanwhile, paused to digest his meal from last round.
Game Four
Red Arthur skirted into the gap in the shark nets while John Green backed away a
little. Kev Yellow was slightly disoriented by last turn’s tidal wave but soon got back on track. The shark
managed to follow John close enough to snaffle another leg.
Variable Pig
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Game Five
John Red drifted forward with the tide while Roger Green powered towards the
shark nets. Kev Blue swam southeast, and Ian Yellow swam towards the rocks. The shark followed the
drifting swimmer, ready to strike again.

SHARK
RED
SWIMMER
GREEN
SWIMMER
BLUE
SWIMMER
YELLOW
SWIMMER

Game 1
John

Game 2
178 Roger

Game 3
162 Kev

33

Game 4
Ian

Game 5
121 Arthur

Roger

22

Kev

93

58

Arthur

36

Kev

93

Ian

32

Ian

RIP Arthur

RIP John

John
(0 leg)
129 Roger

139 John
(0 leg)
122 Roger
RIP Kev

199

Arthur
(1 leg)

176 John
(1 leg)

C

171 Kev

220 Ian

175

Ian
(1 leg)
Arthur

Roger

60

34

82

Scores
Ian
Roger
John

5
4
4

Arthur 2
Kev
1

More Backpacks and Blisters 2
Round One
Skye Lyne was the first to get moving, munching down her bounty bar and charging out to Froswick.
Ramblin’ Rick was next to leave, enjoying a more leisurely stroll to Skelwith Force. John quickly overtook
him en route to Blea Tarn, also fueled by his Crunchy. Walkee Talkee was already jabbering into his phone
as he disturbed Rick’s peace at Skelwith Force. Arthur was a little unsure where to go (moves made by
GM as Arthur had not received his map) but eventually left town and made his way to Ullswater. Ken
Dollmintcake was last to leave, heading out a blistering pace but he couldn’t quite reach Grasmere.
Ramblin’ Rick left Skelwith Force and continued on to Little Langdale with Walkee Talkee following close
behind. John slowed down a little to enjoy the sites of Dungeon Ghyl. Arthur was another heading into the
mountains, reaching the top of Helm Crag in good time. Ken Dollmintcake watched from Grasmere while
Sky Lyne stayed in the hills. At the end of the round, a few players may be complaining about blisters while
Sky Lyne will have to battle with the heavy rucksack with storm clouds approaching.
09.00 – 09.20
High Street (3T2O)
plus chocolate to
Froswick
Claithe Heights (3O)
to Skelwith Force

09.20 – 09.40
Holme Fell (3T1O) to
High Street

Location
High Street

Easedale Tarn (4O) to
Little Langdale

Little
Langdale

Grey Friar (1T4O)
plus chocolate to
Blea Tarn
Mickleden (3O) to
Skelwith Force

Caudale Moor (1T1O)
to Dungeon Ghyl

Dungeon
Ghyl

Helm Crag (1T3O) to
Little Langdale

Little
Langdale

Arthur Owen

Tarn Hows (5O) to
Ullswater

Troutbeck (2T4O) to
Helm Crag

Helm Crag

Ken
Dollmintcake
Steve Ham

Scafell Pikes (3T3O)
to 64

Grizedale Forest
(1T1O) to Grasmere

Grasmere

Player
Sky Lyne
Bob Gingell
Ramblin’ Rick
Richard Smith
John Walker

Walkee Talkee
Brendan Whyte
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Equipment
1 x 50p
Rope
IT !
1 x 50p
Crampons
Chocolate
1 x 50p
Winter
Warmer
1 x 50p
First Aid Kit
Chocolate
1 x 50p
Ice Axe
Chocolate
1 x 50p
Compass
Chocolate

Score
17

15

6

12

15

2
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John will move first from 9.40 – 10.00 and Brendan will move first from 10.00 – 10.20. The weather for 9.40
– 10.00 is still sunny but the weather for 10.00 – 10.20 is a blizzard! The targets are Helm Crag, Bowfell,
Little Langdale, Dow Crag and Froswick. Reminder: The ferries move at 20 minutes past the hour and
buses 40 minutes past the hour, each hour. Lunch is from 12.00 – 12.20 and tea from 14.00 – 14.20.
Bonus points for returning to Ambleside are awarded from 15.00 – 16.00 and penalties for late arrival to
Ambleside apply from 16.00 – 17.00. Mountain rescue will be called out at 17.00 when any player not back
in Ambleside has to be rescued and scores 0.
Places Visited
Bob:
Froswick (1st to target), High Street
Richard:
Skelwith Force, Little Langdale (1st to target)
John:
Blea Tarn, Dungeon Ghyl
Brendan:
Skelwith Force, Little Langdale (2nd to target)
Arthur:
Ullswater, Helm Crag (1st to target)
Steve:
Grasmere

Puerto Rico
Game Eleven – Round Nine
Kev takes the Mayor (+ 2 doubloons) and mans his coffee roaster and plantation. Chris mans his small
sugar mill and moves a settler from his construction hut to his sugar plantation and moves one settler from
a quarry to his office. Allan mans his office and John mans his factory. Five more settlers board the colony
ship.
Chris takes the Trader and trades his tobacco for 4 doubloons and Allan uses his newly manned office to
trade his tobacco for 3 doubloons. No-one else has any goods to trade.
Allan takes the Builder and builds a Large Market for 2 doubloons. John builds a large sugar mill for 2
doubloons; Kev builds the last tobacco storage for 5 doubloons and Chris passes.
John takes the Craftsman (+ 1 doubloon) and produces 1 corn, 2 indigo and 1 coffee and receives 2
doubloons from his factory. Kev produces 1 corn, 1 sugar and 2 coffee: Chris produces 1 corn, 1 sugar
and, 2 tobacco and Allan produces 3 corn and 2 tobacco. John then takes another indigo as his privilege.
Player
John Walker

Doubloons
5

VP
2

Goods
1 corn
3 indigo
1 coffee

Kev Lee

2

9

1 corn
1 sugar
2 coffee

Chris Hibbert

6

4

1 corn
1 sugar
5 tobacco

Allan Stagg

2

7

3 corn
2 tobacco

Buildings
Large Indigo Plant (√, √, x)
Small Market (√)
Hospice (√)
Coffee Roaster (√, x)
Factory (√)
Large Sugar Mill (x, x, x)
Small Sugar Mill (√)
Small Market (√)
Small Indigo Plant (√)
Coffee Roaster (√,√)
Guild Hall (x)
Tobacco storage (x, x, x)
Construction Hut (x)
Tobacco Storage (√, √, x)
Small Warehouse (√)
Small Sugar Mill (√)
Office (√)
Hospice (√)
Tobacco Storage (√, √, √)
Office (√)
Large Market (x)

Plantations
Indigo (√, x, √)
Quarry (√, √, √)
Coffee (√)
Corn (√)
Indigo (√, x)
Sugar (√)
Coffee (√,√)
Corn (√, x)
Tobacco (x)
Corn (√)
Tobacco (√, √)
Quarry (√, √, √, x)
Sugar (√)
Corn (√, √, √)
Tobacco (√, √)
Quarry (√, √)

The play order for the tenth turn is Chris, Allan, John and Kev. There are 5 colonists on the colony ship.
The 6 ship holds 3 sugar, the 5 ship holds 1 coffee and the 7 ship holds 3 indigo.
Variable Pig
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The trading house holds 2 tobacco. The plantations available this turn are indigo, sugar, sugar, sugar and
coffee. There are + 1 doubloon bonuses on the Settler and Captain roles and a + 2 doubloon bonus on the
Prospector.
Building

Cost

Small Indigo Plant
Small Sugar Mill
Small Market
Hacienda
Construction Hut
Small Warehouse
Large Indigo Plant
Large Sugar Mill
Hospice
Office
Large Market
Large Warehouse
Tobacco Storage
Coffee Roaster
Factory
University
Harbour
Wharf
Guild Hall
Residence
Fortress
Customs House
City Hall

1
2
1
2
2
3
3
4
4
5
5
6
5
6
7
8
8
9
10
10
10
10
10

Victory
Points
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
4

Available

Tiles

Available

3
2
2
2
1
1
2
2
0
0
1
2
0
1
1
2
2
2
0
1
1
1
1

Quarry
Corn Tiles
Indigo Tiles
Sugar Tiles
Tobacco Tiles
Coffee Tiles

0 of 8
0 of 8 (3 discard)
1 of 11 (4 discard)
3 of 10 (4 discard)
0 of 8 (3 discard)
0 of 8 (4 discard)

Goods
Corn Goods
Indigo Goods
Sugar Goods
Tobacco Goods
Coffee Goods

Available
4 of 10
5 of 11
6 of 11
0 of 9
5 of 9

Colonists

24 remaining from 75

Victory Points

79 remaining from 100

Game Twelve – Round One
Brad takes the traditional opening of Settler and takes a quarry. Chris takes a coffee plantation, John W
takes a tobacco plantation, John M also takes a tobacco plantation and Carolyn takes the last coffee
plantation
Chris takes the Builder and builds a small indigo plant for free. John W also builds a small indigo plant for
1 doubloon; John M pays 2 doubloons for a Hacienda, Carolyn buys a small market for 1 doubloon and
Brad passes.
John W takes the Mayor and mans his small indigo plant and indigo plantation. John M mans his
hacienda, Carolyn mans her corn plantation, Brad mans his quarry and Chris mans his indigo plant. Five
more settlers board the colony ship.
John M takes the Prospector and receives 1 doubloon.
Carolyn takes the second Prospector and receives 1 doubloon.
The play order for the second turn is Chris, John W, John M, Carolyn and Brad. There are 5 colonists on
the colony ship. The 6, 7 and 8 ships, plus the Trading House are all empty. The plantations available this
turn are tobacco, sugar, corn, sugar, indigo and coffee. There are + 1 doubloon bonuses on the craftsman,
trader and captain roles next turn.
Player
Brad Martin

Doubloons
4

VP
0

Goods
-

Buildings
-

Chris Hibbert

4

0

-

Small Indigo Plant (√)

John Walker

1

0

-

Small Indigo Plant (√)

John Marsden

3

0

-

Hacienda (√)

Carolyn Townsend

4

0

-

Small Market (x)
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Plantations
Quarry (√)
Indigo (x)
Indigo (x)
Coffee (x)
Indigo (√)
Tobacco (x)
Corn (x)
Tobacco (x)
Corn (√)
Coffee (x)
Black Canarian

Building

Cost

Small Indigo Plant
Small Sugar Mill
Small Market
Hacienda
Construction Hut
Small Warehouse
Large Indigo Plant
Large Sugar Mill
Hospice
Office
Large Market
Large Warehouse
Tobacco Storage
Coffee Roaster
Factory
University
Harbour
Wharf
Guild Hall
Residence
Fortress
Customs House
City Hall

1
2
1
2
2
3
3
4
4
5
5
6
5
6
7
8
8
9
10
10
10
10
10

Victory
Points
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
4

Available

Tiles

Available

2
4
1
1
2
2
3
3
2
2
2
2
3
3
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1

Quarry
Corn Tiles
Indigo Tiles
Sugar Tiles
Tobacco Tiles
Coffee Tiles

7 of 8
6 of 10
8 of 12
9 of 11
5 of 9 (1 discard)
5 of 8

Goods
Corn Goods
Indigo Goods
Sugar Goods
Tobacco Goods
Coffee Goods

Available
10 of 10
9 of 11
11 of 11
9 of 9
9 of 9

Colonists

89 remaining from 95

Victory Points

122 remaining from 122

Rail Baron 7
Round Two
Arthur wants to buy big, but doesn’t have enough cash, yet. Jon buys a shiny new Super Express and
Cian starts building his rail network and immediately gets a return on his investment from Brad.
WILD RHINO RAILWAYS, Brad Martin
Home City: Limon (Central East)
4. 1 SE Gunnison – Crested Butte
Buy DNW&P for 14K
5. Crested Butte – 1SE Fairplay
6. 1SE Fairplay – 1N Denver
7. 1N Denver - Cheyenne
Buys CRI&P for 12.0K
8. Cheyenne – 1N Denver

Cash 23.0K

(D&RGn)

1K to bank, + 21.0K

(D&RGn, DSP&P)
(DSP&P, DP)
(DP)

1K to bank
1K to bank
1K to Cian, + 24.0K

(DP)

5K to Cian

Cian Owen
Home City: Creede (Southwest)
4. Leadville – 2NE Breckenridge
5. 2NE Breckenridge – 1S Greeley
6. 1S Greeley – Fort Collins
Buys DP for 15.0K
7. Fort Collins Castle Rock
8. Castle Rock – 1S Pueblo

Variable Pig

Cash 36.0K

(DSP&P)
(DSP&P, DL&NW)
(GW)

1K to bank
1K to bank
1K to bank, + 16.0K

(DL&NW, AT&SF)
(AT&SF, C&S)

1K to bank
1K to bank
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Arthur Owen
Home City: Gunnison (Central Mountain)
4. 2 NW Leadville – 2W Glenwood Springs
5. 2W Glenwood Springs – Points West
6. Points West – Glenwood Springs
7. Glenwood Springs – Hot Sulphur Springs
8. Hot Sulphur Springs - Boulder

Cash 28.0K

(D&RGn)
(D&RGn, RGW)
(RGW, D&RGn)
(KDC, DNW&P)
(DNW&P, C&N)

Richard Smith
Home City: Las Animas (Southeast)
4. Durango - Silverton
Buys express for 4K
5. Silverton – 5E Durango
6. 5E Durango – 1S Salida
7. 1S Salida – 4W Littleton
8. 4W Littleton – Central City
Buys DSP&P for 42.0K
.

Cash 17.0K

(D&RGs)

1K to bank, + 29.0K

(D&RGs)
(D&RGs)
(D&RGs, DSP&P)
(DSP&P, CC)

1K to bank
1K to bank
1K to bank
1K to bank, + 32.0K

Jon Carter
Home City: Georgetown (North Mountain)
4. Colorado Springs - 2E Salida
5. 2E Salida – 1W Gunnison
6. 1W Gunnison - Telluride
Buy Superchief for 40K
7. Telluride - Gunnison
8. Gunnison - Fairplay
PLAYER
Brad
Cian
Arthur
Richard
Jon

FIRST DESTINATION
La Junta (Southeast)
Silverton (Southwest)
Greeley (Northeast)
Silverton (Southwest)
Pueblo (Southeast)

1K to bank
1K to bank, + 15.0K
1K to bank
1K to bank
1K to bank

Cash 24.0K

(CS-CCD, PCC, D&RGn)
(D&RGn)
(D&RGn, RGW, RGS)

1K to bank
1K to bank
1K to bank, + 24.0K

(RGS, RGW, D&RGn)
(DSP&P)

1K to bank
1K to bank, + 19.0K

PAYOUT
18.0K
34.0K
15.0K
32.0K
11.0K

SECOND DESTINATION
PAYOUT
Lamar (Southeast)
3.0K
Denver (Northeast)
30.0K
Points East (Central East)
15.0K
Westcliffe (Central Mountain) 23.0K
Greeley (Northeast)
10.0K

Brad’s third destination is Sterling (Northeast) for 12.0K
Arthur’s third destination is Cripple Creek (Central Mountain) for 15.0K
Jon’s third destination is Georgetown (North Mountain) for 8.0K and his fourth destination is Carbondale
(west) for 20.0K
The next die rolls are –
Turn
Die Rolls
9
3+1
10
6+2
11
6+3
12
2+1
13
4+1

Bonus Die Roll
6
6
1
5
2

Priority
Richard
Jon
Brad
Cian
Arthur

The players information (number of town arrivals, type of train and balance at the end of the round)
PLAYER
ARRIVALS TRAIN RAILROADS
CASH
Brad Martin
3
E
DNW&P, CRI&P
33.0K
Cian Owen
3
N
DP
38.0K
Arthur Owen
2
N
38.0K
Richard Smith
2
E
DSP&P
27.0K
Jon Carter
4
S
C&S
22.0K
Variable Pig
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Railway Rivals
RR Game LXXIX – RR2405BO - Bolivia Map – Game End Statements
LLAMA (Richard Smith, 1st)
My tactics were to build a strong line in the south and send out
tentacles north and east. Whilst the Andes are somewhat thinned out, getting lines over or through them is
important in this game, as are the more remote towns to the north and east which can be profitable.
Dane's red line looks at least as good as mine (result was close) and
in the version of the map just before the final one, Trinidad was possibly the best start, scuppered by a late
change to remove the mountain at H21. I do now think the starts are well-balanced, despite trepidations.
The F37 connection for Chile looks a bit of dead duck and is one of the minor changes that are in order for
V2.
USELESS (Dane Maslen, 2nd)
Thanks to Jim for running the game and congratulations to Richard for
winning it. I found this an interesting map. Going into the final round I hadn't quite given up hope, but I knew
that I would require unreasonably good luck in the races to overtake Richard.
GREEN (Roger Trethewey, 3rd)
Congratulations to Richard, who was in the lead right from the get-go.
He found what may be the best way of crossing the mountains through Cochabamba. Thanks to Jim as the
gm.
PHRYGIA (Chris Hibbert, 4th)
I thought a good east-west track through the mountain valley would
work well, but I was too far to connect to the south and didn't connect well to the northwest. Congratulations
to Richard. I think he did a good job of controlling most of the territory south of the mountains. Thanks to
the GM.
GM (Jim Reader)
Congratulations to Richard once more, both for the win but also for the
map which has given a number of well-balanced, competitive games. The challenge comes down to how to
manage, or preferably avoid the central mountains. Richard built a strong line south of the mountains with
only a couple of spurs through to head north. Dane did the same on the north side whereas Chris was
hampered by trying to work his way through. Roger may have been a little unlucky or maybe his lines took
too long to develop. A fun game – thanks to everyone for playing.

RR Game LXXX – RR2450CH – China Map – Round Seven
Corrections
A few minor hex corrections from the builds last round; hopefully, these were obvious.
TEA: 6c) K65 should be K55
CH: 6b) P16 should be P15
PANDA: (Kunming) – H3 – H2 should be H2 - H1
Comments
1. Richard is maintaining an online copy of the game map in high resolution on the Pig website. This
can be expanded for better view which is helpful as the hex numbers are a bugger to read.
However, the GM’s copy of the map is final for adjudication purposes.
2. Race 5 was not possible as the connection must be to a half hex and have not been connected yet,
3. There were quite a few JR offers made this round, but not ordered by the other party and I will not
allow these unless both parties order the JR. However, if you wish, you may include provisional
orders about accepting JR offers if made; these can also be conditional.
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ROGER
Roger
Green
1. Kunming (54) Lanchow (35)
2. Shanghai (41) Chengchow (24)
3. Luta (11) - Tsinan
(22)
4. Wuhan (45) Vietnam (Sp1)
5. Western China (Sp2)
- Yinchwan (34)
6. Beijing (15) Henyang (62)
7. Chungking (52) Amoy (64)
Last Turn
Points from Races
Builds

Total

ROGER:
TEA:
PEAR:
CH:
EIGHT:
CB:
PANDA:
再没有名字:

10
-1-3-2

TEA
Richard
Yellow
Offer JR
PANDA
0
+1-1-4
20
-5

PEAR
Kev
Pink

CH
Bob
Red

EIGHT
Steve
Orange
Offer JR
PANDA

20
+1-6

CB
Arthur
Black

+3+4+6
10
+5-3

10
-4

再没有
Jon
Brown

+2

+3

10
-4
Race not possible
20
+4-1

PANDA
John
Blue

20
+4

Offer JR
ROGER

+1+1
Offer JR
PANDA

25
27
- 15
+11+1+21
39

53
11
- 15
-1+11+1+1+8+
1
49

26
6
- 15
-11+1+1+
4
21

67
21
- 15
-1-1-1-11-1+1

54
14
- 15
-2+1+11-1+9

1
16
- 15
+1+1-89

54
24
- 15
+ 1-2-11-1

15
2
-7
+1+1+21-4

68

60

-13

59

9

(Henyang) - N18 – M18 – L17 - - - K17 - - - J16 – I16 – H15 - G15 - - - F15.
H54 - G54 - F53 - - - E53 - D52 - - - C52 - - - B52 - A53 - Z12 - Z11
(N58) – O58 - - - P57 - - - Q57 - - - R56 - - - S56 – T55 - U55.
(R61) – Beijing: (S30) - R29 - - - Q29 - - - P28 – O28 – N27:
(B60) – C61 – D61 – E62 – F62 – G63.
(M61) - L60 - L59 - L58: (K62) - - - Tsinan: (C66) - C67 - - - Nanking - A68 - Z28 - Y29:
(J41) - K41/Western China.
(U66) – Chinchow – V67 – W68 – X68 – Y69 – Z69: (X68) – X69 - Shenyang
(G19) – G20 – G21 – G22 - G23:
(B63) – B64 – B65 – B66: (U7) – V6 – W6 - X5 – Y6 - Z6 - Z7 - A48: (G21) - Kwangchow
Nanchang - U24 - U23 - V22 - W22 - - - Wuhan

The map is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/chinaRR.pdf. The second set of races are
1. Kunming (54) - Lanchow (35):
5. Western China (Sp2) - Yinchwan (34)
7. Chungking (52) - Amoy (64):
8. Nanking (26) - Kwangchou (65):
9. Nanning (55) - Hangchow (43):
10. Tatung (31) - Teintsin (21)
11. Changsha (61) - Nanchang (46):
12. Mongolia (Sp3) - Chengtu (51)
13. Beijing (16) - Manchuria (Sp4):
14. Anshan (12) - Sian (36)
Enter any four races, plus the held-over races (1, 4 and 7) and build up to 12 points.

RR Game LXXXI – RR2451OR – Oregon Map – Round Seven
IWW:
ROGER
ORE
HEART

(B58) - C58 – D58 – E59 – F59 – G60 – H60 - I61 – I62 – I63 – I64 - I65 – Pendlebury.
(N16) - M17 - L16 – K17 – J17 - I18 - H17: (E4) - D4 – C4 - Brookings - A4 – California:
(Hermiston) - I64
(B46) – A45 - N5 – M6 – L6 - K7: (C71) – B72 – A72 – N32 - M33 - - - Ontario.
(K6) – J6 - I7: (J15) – I15 - H14 – G15 – F14 – E14 - D13 - C14 - B13 - A14; (Baker) - C71.

Corrections
ORE should have paid 1 to IWW for the connection at A47 last round.
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IWW
Brad Martin
Blue
1. Salem (21) - Hermiston /
Milton Freewater (54)
2. Idaho (63) - Portland
(12)
3. Portland (14) - Silver
Lake / Lake View (45)
4. Arlington / Condon (52) California (65)
5. Oakridge / Madras (33) Klamath Falls (43)
6. Eugene (31) - Corvallis
(26)
Last Turn
Corrections
Points from Races
Builds

Total

ROGER
R. Trethewey
Green
20

ORE
John Marsden
Orange
10
-1
20

+1

HEART
Steve Ham
Purple

10

20

10
-4
10
+8
20
+1
65
+1
55
- 12
-1+3–2+1+
2
112

20
-7
20
-8
10
-1

+4+7

23
20
- 12
+3+1–3–1+
1
32

49
-1
40
- 12
+3+2–1–1–
1+1
79

53
56
- 12
+1+1–2-1
96

The map is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/OregonRR.pdf. The first set of races are
7. Corvallis (25) - Ashland (42):
9. Port Orford / Brookings (36) - Nevada (64):
11. Albany (24) - California (66):
Enter any four races and build up to 12 points.

8. Portland (15) - La Grande / Baker (56)
10. Portland (13) - Bend (46)
12. Roseburg (35) - Mitchell / Mount Vernon (53)

RR Game LXXXII – RR2448HN – Honduras Map – Round Six
HORN
Richard Smith
Blue

6a) 3. (V42) - W43 - X43 - Y44,
6b) 4. (Y44) - Z43 – LEIMUS: (Z43) - A72 - B72,
6c) 2. (B72) - C72 - D71.
BANK: 68 + 3 = 71

BIEN
Christian Bien
Orange

6a) 3. (P17) - - - O17,
6b) 4. (T38) – U39 - - - Wampusirpi,
6c) 2. (O17) - N16 - N15
BANK: 32 + 1 (ROGER) = 33

ROGER
Roger Trethewey
Green

6a) 3. (V12) – W13 - X13 - X14,
6b) 4. (O6) – N5 - M5 - L5 - K5 / Guatemala,
6c) 2. (K8) - J8 - QUIMISTAN.
BANK: 70 + 3 – 1 (BIEN) + 1 (CENT) = 73

CENT
Martin Walker
Black

6a) 3. (O14) - N14 - M15 - L15,
6b) 4. (E35) - F35 - - - G36
6c) 2. (L15) -L16 – LA ESPERANZA.
BANK: 63 + 3 (correction) + 6 – 1 (ROGER) = 71

I forgot to credit CENT his share of the points (3) for Nacaome last round. The map is available at
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/hondurasRR.pdf. The first set of races is.
1. Leimus / Bras Laguna (65) - Guaimaca / Yuscaran (46): 2. San Lorenzo (52) - Choloma (13)
3. Olanchito (35) - Nueva Ocotopeque (25):
4. Pacific Ocean (Sp3) - San Pedro Sula (15)
5. La Ceiba (32) - Siguatapeque (41): 6. Trojes (56) - El Salvador (Sp2): 7. Juticalpa (61) - Gracias (24)
Variable Pig

30

Black Canarian

Enter any four races and build up to 12 points.

RR Game LXXXIII – RR2483BF – Burkina Faso Map – Round Two
Brendan Whyte kindly volunteered to take over from Geoff and sent round two orders quickly.
ROGER
Roger Trethewey
Green

2a) 5. (Fada N'Gourma) - - - O26 – O27 - O28,
2b) 3. (O28) – O29 – 030 - DIABAGA,
2c) 2. (Kombissirri) - P17 - MANGA.
BANK: 32 + 6 + 3 = 41

OGDGR
Judy Ferguson
Red

2a) 5. (Ouagadougou) - M17 - L16 - BOUSSE - K15 - SAMBA,
2b) 3. (Samba) - YAKO - I13 - OUAHIGBUYA,
2c) 2. (Ouahigbuya) - G13 - F13.
BANK: 35 + 1.5 + 1.5 + 1.5 + 3 = 42.5

V60
Arthur Owen
Blue

2a) 5. (N9) – DEDOUGOU - - - L9 – L10,
2b) 3. (L10) – TOMA – K11 - TOUGAN,
2c) 2. (K11) – J11 – I12.
BANK: 21 + 6 + 3 + 3 = 33

N2BF
Brendan Whyte
Yellow

2a) 5. (Koudougou) - N14 - M15 – BOUSSE: (M15) - L14 - SAMBA,
2b) 3. (Samba) - YAKO - I13 - OUAHIGBUYA,
2c) 2. (N14) – REO: (Ouahigbuya) - G14.
BANK: 34 + 1.5 + 1.5 + 1.5 + 3 + 3 = 44.5

The third-round die rolls were 3a) 5, 3b) 6 and 3c) 3 and the players builds are ROGER
Roger Trethewey
Green

3a) 5. (Ouagadougou) – ZINIARE - - - L18 - K19,
3b) 6. (K19) – KAYA: (Manga) – R18 - A59 - - - PO,
3c) 3. (O28) – N28 / Gold – M29 - L29 / Niger.
BANK: 41 + 3 + 6 = 50

OGDGR
Judy Ferguson
Red

3a) 5. (F13) - F14 - F15 – DJIBO - F17 - F18,
3b) 6. (F18) - F19 - E20 - E21 – GORAM GORAM - D22 - C23,
3c) 3. (C23) - B23 / Manganese: (Tenkodogo) - R22 - OUARGAYA - A64.
BANK: 42.5 + 3 + 3 + 3 = 51.5

V60
Arthur Owen
Blue

3a) 5. (Dano) - - - B52 - B53 - LEO,
3b) 6. (B50) - - - DIEBOUGOU - D49 - D48 - D47,
3c) 3. (D47) - D46 - D45 - BANFORA.
BANK: 33 + 3 + 3 + 6 = 45

N2BF
Brendan Whyte
Yellow

3a) 5. (G14) - F14 - F15 – DJIBO - F17 - E18,
3b) 6. (F18) - F19 - E20 - E21 – GORAM GORAM: (E21) - E22: (Bousse)-M16,
3c) 3. (M16) - N16 – Ouagadougou - Kombissirri.
BANK: 44.5 + 3 + 3 = 50.5

Copies of the map can be found at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/BurkinaFasoRR.pdf . The fourth round
die rolls are 4a) 4, 4b) 4 and 4c) 4.

RR Game LXXXIV – RR2484BF – Burkina Faso Map – Round Three
Correction

BARF should not have paid 1 to TRAP last round for the connection at O15 as both lines reached the hex
simultaneously.
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YAM
Steve Guest
Orange

3a) 3. (N18) - - - N19,
3b) 5. (L9) - - - DEDOUGOU: (N19) - N20 - N21,
3c) 3. (N21) - N22 - N23 - N24.
BANK: 43 + 6 + 1 (BIEN) = 50

TRAP
Michael Pargman
Green

3a) 3. (O15) – Koudougou – P13 - Q13,
3b) 5. (Q13) - R12 - - - R11 - R10,
3c) 3. (R10) – HOUNDE: (Fada-N'gourma) - P25 - P26.
BANK: 48 + 6 – 1 (correction) – 3 (BARF) = 50

BIEN
Christian Bien
Yellow

3a) 3. (I12) – I13 - I14: (L10) - TOMA,
3b) 5. (I14) – H14 - - - TITAO - G16
3c) 3. (G16) – G17 – G18 - G19.
BANK: 30 + 3 + 3 – 1 (YAM) = 35

BARF
Bob Gingell
Red

3a) 3. (A47) – A46 – A45 - A44,
3b) 5. (O17) – Ouagadougou – ZINIARE - - - L18,
3c) 3. (L18) – L19 – L20 - L21.
BANK: 34 + 3 + 1 (correction) + 3 (TRAP) = 41

Copies of the map can be found at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/BurkinaFasoRR.pdf . The fourth-round
die rolls are 4a) 4, 4b) 6 and 4c) 3.

RR2485BF Round 2, GM Bob Gingell
Routes built through national parks remind us that green hexes do not cost any more than white ones. KWH
and VOLTA meet in Gorom-Gorom and pick up bonuses from towns others have ignored. KENDO moves
both Westwards and Northwards to the annoyance of BUFFER, although a southern spur sees BUFFER
cross the Bougouriba river.
Correction to Round 2: VOLTA earned an extra 6 points for connecting to Ouahigouya.
Round 3 build allowance: 4, 3, 6
KWH (Richard Smith), blue: 41 +12-1 = 52
3a. (G20) --- - E21
3b. (E21) - GOROM GOROM; (N11) - - N9
3c. (N9) - DEDOUGOU; (N9) - - - - - A47 [-1kn]
VOLTA (Brad Martin), brown: 54 +6 (correction) +6 = 66
3a. (Fada-N’gourma) - P25 - - - P28
3b. (P28) - - P30 - DIAPAGA
3c. (Djibo) - E17 - E18 - D18 - - - Gorom Gorom
KENDONAGASAKI (Jim Reader), yellow: 39 +6+3+3 +5 = 56
3a. (A46) - - - A43 - ORODARA
3b. (M15) - L14 - Samba - YAKO
3c. (Bousse) - --- - KONGOUSSI; (Yako) - I13
BuFFER (Bob Pitman), red: 30 +3+6 -4 = 35
3a. (B48) - B49 --- DIEBOUGOU
3b. (Diebougou) - D49 - - GAOUA
3c. (O17) - Kombissirri; (Koudougou) - Reo - M14 - L14 - Samba - Yako [-4kn]
Round 4 build allowance: 4, 4, 4.
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RR24894NK Game Start, GM Bob Gingell
This is the 3-player game to try out the new North Korea map. Roger Trethewey, Jim Reader, Richard Smith
are the players and all start at Pyongyang. Acronyms and colour preferences to Bob by the deadline please.
Map (in various formats) at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/northkorearr.html

Robo Rally 5
Game Start
A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

K

L

M

N

O

1
2
3
4
2

5

4

1 3 5

1 3 5

6
1 3 5

1 3 5

7

2

4

8
9
10
11
Bob Pitman and Michael Pargman also signed up to play so we have the full eight robots ready to party.
The game will end when a robot ends the round on his 5th flag. Tagging the 5th flag is not sufficient to end
the game (this is my normal rule).
The initial set up is as follows –
Player

Robot

John Walker
Richard Smith
Brendan Whyte
Chris Hibbert
Steve Ham
Bob Gingell
Michael Pargman
Bob Pitman

Minaj
Crappie
Buggerbot
Gyro Gearloose
Norfolk Guardian
Ratchet
Robbie
Bomb 20

Variable Pig

Start

Damage

7 (B1)
8 (B11)
6 (B10)
5 (B2)
2 (B7)
3 (B4)
4 (B8)
1 (B5)

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
33

Lives
Lost
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Specials
Mechanical Arm
Pressor Beam
Buzz Bomb
Gyro Stabilizer
Radio Control
Big Gun
Goo Dropper
Scrambler

Flags
Registered
Black Canarian

Questions
Steve Ham

Can you remind me, do the robots incur damage when pushed by the pushers?

Board pushers do not cause damage but there are some option cards that also cause damage when a robot
is pushed.
Michael Pargman

Can I, myself, get stuck in the goo if I get back there (or is pushed)?

Your robot can get stuck in your own goo.
Chris Hibbert
choices?

Does everyone else have the same choice of options, or do some have different

Regarding the specials, everyone got a choice of two different specials, and no-one got the same. I rolled
dice for each special and then removed from the list for future draws, so players cannot start with the same
specials. All discarded specials will be added back to the list and new specials will be drawn by dice. Each
special will only appear once unless all specials come into play.
Chris Hibbert
When Flag 5 is conveyed off the board, does it reappear at L11? Does it reappear
immediately or after a delay?
Brendan Whyte
The flag CANNOT fall off the board.
1) After 9 phases on the SLOW conveyor, it moves to L8, on a new SLOW conveyor heading north.
2) Four phases later it is at L4, on the FAST conveyor heading west.
3) In 2 more phases it will be at H4 on a new FAST conveyor heading south.
4) After 2 more phases it is at H8 on a SLOW conveyor heading east
5) After 4 phases it is back at L8 on a SLOW conveyor heading north, and from there repeats steps 2 to 5
endlessly.
[Assuming flags cannot be pushed in any way!]

Brendan is correct. The flag cannot move offboard as is it will circle the inner square of conveyors
indefinitely as Brendan describes. Express conveyors will move before single conveyors. Where conveyors
cross, it is the visible conveyor on the board that will be applied to movement. The flag cannot be pushed or
moved or destroyed.
Chris Hibbert
preference?

Is the assignment to starting locations random, or can we express a

You may indicate your preference for start location although I don’t guarantee that you will get this.
Preference order is also acceptable.
Press
Bob Pitman
Bomb 20 (if you haven’t seen Dark Star, this is a Thermostellar bomb with an AI that
explores philosophy and experiences Descartes Cartesian Doubt, so I might have to come up with some
interesting press!)
Brendan Whyte

Variable Pig
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Sopwith T-365VP
Round Thirty-One and Thirty-Two
Cameltoe landed and started to re-arm and repair while his opponent turned for home base.

Pilot
2 Gossamer Heron
Chris Hibbert
Start: A1
3

Cameltoe (ACE)
John Walker
Start: A10

Starts
29) P14E
30) O16NE
31) M17NE
32) J14NW
29) G9NE
30) E10E
31) B10E
32) A10

Moves
29) A – A - LT
30) A – A – RS
31) LT – A – A
32) A – LS – LS
29) RS – A - A
30) A – A – A
31) A – land
32) repair

Ends
29) O16NE
30) M17NE
31) J14NW
32) H11NW
29) E10E
30) B10E
31) A10
32) A10

A:D:P
0:7:14

16:7:12

3

2
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Here Be Drag0ns Issue 46
Let’s play darts. A new scoring record is set.
Roger sticks with his I will not miss tactic, thus keeping pace with his average.
First dart 25 (4-inward) = 50 Second dart 25 (1-clockwise) = 5 Third dart 25 (2-anti) = 9 317 -64 = 253
Counters remaining = Triples 4, Accuracy counters 1 2 3 4 5 6 Bullseyes 1 Concentration
Jim, stepped up to the oche with some serious intent. Aiming all his darts for the lipstick, he achieved a
crowd-pleasing score and has left himself on a finish.
First dart 3x20 (6-no effect) = 60 Second dart 3x20 (4-inward) = 20 Third dart 3x20 (5-no effect) = 60 264 –
140 = 124
Counters remaining = Triples 2, Accuracy Counters 1 2 3 4 5 6 Bullseyes 1 Concentration
Stats Corner
Player
Roger
Jim

High Score
77
140

Low Score
50
74

3 dart average
65
97

As Jim is now on a finish, he may send conditional orders. All cards have now been refreshed
It’s a knockout – We lose the first Roman gladiators without troubling the calculations. Although I realise
nobody knows what is going on, to save my embarrassment, requests to myself having to do tasks will not
help you game-wise. You need to concentrate on manipulating the board. Mr Stagg managed to do this
before bowing out, albeit with the seedings remaining the same. Mr Pargman is still the top seed, with Mr
Smith second, despite the revised grid. Mr Stagg’s request could only be partially applied in order to keep
the integrity of the match ups.
Brad Martin
Dane Maslin
Jim Reader
John Marsden
Michael Pargman
Mike Pollard
Mike Townsend
Richard Smith

Tom Howell
Martin Walker
Natalie Amery
David Cowie
Geoff Kemp
Bob Pitman
Steve Ham
Murray Egan

The rules are – while you remain in the game you can make requests to the GM which I will normally agree
to. You may ask questions which will normally get the response “you may do anything you like”. There may
be questions that I feel do not warrant this response in which case the reply will normally be printed in the
next report.
Q&A
So, is the left column the "'home' teams"? Yes
Does a question count as a request? No, although you can make as many requests as you like.
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Blind Tribute Still 3 of 5 – I’ve held this game over again as I’ve not received a letter from Arthur/Ian for a
second issue. Richard’s orders are on file. Arthur if you’ve lost my address, it is:
(see print version)
Arthur 4 tributes 21 points remaining
Ian 1 tribute 28 points remaining
Richard 3 tributes 25 points remaining.
NRICH Central Still 5 of 10 – I think it’s only fair to hold this game over as well, with the Owens missing in
action. Other orders are on file.
Speedway Chris and Richard have got their bikes fuelled and ready for action. I need set up orders from
Arthur and Ian.
Overview – This is a game where you have to position your speedway bike in the best position, over three
laps, conserving as much fuel as possible for a sprint to the finish. This first game will have a set up and
five racing turns. Each racing turn represents one straight and one corner.
Set up turn - Each bike is fuelled with enough petrol to reach the finish, you must tell the GM how many
APs (Acceleration points) you want your bike to have, to a maximum of 20. In this game you have the
option of picking one of the following OPTIONS:
Cornering – one AP is deducted if you are in the middle or outside lane
Great starter – 2 additional APs are added to your first turn’s total.
Shepherding – 1 extra AP is used for each rider on your outside, when taking a corner.
Slipstreaming – If you are in fourth, you do not suffer the –2AP penalty.
Gearing – 1 AP is deducted from any you use each turn. You may only play a maximum of 4 APs in any
turn.
Those options amend the following rules.
Racing turns – Each player tells the GM how many APs they are going to use, to a maximum of 5. The
player with the best total will take the inside lane, second best middle, third best outside. The fourth best
takes the inside lane, but 2 APs are deducted from the next turn’s calculation (these are not deducted from
the player’s remaining APs). If the players totals are equal, the player with the better lane on the previous
turn will prevail. If this has not yet been decided, the players will squeeze into the same lane. There is a
special rule for the first turn only, if players are equal, the player with the least number of APs on set up will
get the better lane.
If you are in the middle lane you use an extra AP, in the outside lane costs you 2 APs.
The winner will be the player with the highest AP total after the fifth racing turn. If equal, the player with the
best lane (inside, middle, outside, fourth) will win. It is possible to have a negative total of APs, which is
fine, but you are unlikely to do well. Players may not play more APs than they have.
Example Set up
Rider
Alan
Brian
Carol
Derek

APs
20
20
19
20

Option
Cornering
Great Starter
None
Gearing

Example Racing (first) Turn
Alan and Carol use 5 APs, Brian 4 and Derek 0. Brian would get the inside lane (4 + 2 great starter bonus).
Carol would get the middle lane, having used the same amount of APS as Alan, but having fewer APs on
set up. Alan would have the outside lane with Derek in fourth.
They then proceed around the corner, Brian uses no APs as he is on the inside lane, Carol has one AP
deducted from her total being in the middle lane, Alan also has one AP deducted as he is in the outside
lane which would normally suffer a 2 AP deduction, but this is reduced due to his cornering ability. Derek
has no deductions, but starts the next turn with a –2 calculation penalty. The riders remaining AP totals
would be Alan (20-5-1=14) Brian (20-4=16) Carol (19-5-1=13) Derek (20)
NMR Your previous turns APs will be used. If you do not have enough, your remaining APs will be used.
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Strategic Sumo Game held over, Richard’s orders are on file
Arthur- here are the cards you can pick from:
Numbers 1 2 3 4 5
Kachi-age card. This can be played on any turn. This will add 1 to the players number card. i.e., if a four is
played it will count as a five. It needs to be played with a number card or tactical card that represents a
number.
Instead of playing a number card, there is the option of playing one of the following tactical cards.
Yori (body push) - The player advances 1 space
Gino-Sho (Fighting technique) - No movement occurs
Nodo Wa (Thrust to throat/a risky strategy) - The opposite side of the dice to your opponent's number is
played. i.e., 1/6, 2/5 & 3/4 (This card only has an effect against a number card).
Maximise A game for four players, the aim is to end up with the highest score.
Each player starts the game with cards 1 to 6
There are six turns. On the first turn each player discards one card and passes one to an opponent.
On subsequent turns, passes one card and may, if they wish, swap one or two cards with chosen cards
from the discard pile.
Passing: in turn 1 each player passes to the player on their left. In turn 2 they pass to the player opposite.
In turn 3 they pass to the player on their right. This sequence is repeated for turn 4 to 6.
Discard Pile: at the start of the game the GM put cards 1 to 6 into the pile. Thereafter there will always be
10 cards in the discard pile.
Using the discard pile: single card replacement requests will be processed before two card requests. In
each case requests from the player with the lowest score will be processed first. In the event the players
scores are equal and there are not enough cards in the discard pile to process the requests, the player
using the highest card will swap. If still equal no swap will occur.
After each turn the player will have a revised hand of 5 cards. The GM will assess each hand and allocate a
score according to a secret formula, set by the GM at the start of the game
The GM will print each player’s holding and score for the turn. The cards in the discard pile will also be
printed.
The winner will be the player with the highest cumulative score after turn 6.
The secret formula will not be anything too complex, particularly in the first game. The GM will not reveal
what it is under any circumstances, but may give hints if it is proving too complicated. If anyone has any
questions, please feel free to ask.
Here is an example of a genuine turn report. If you try to work out the formula, it might be helpful to know it
was turn 4. I will print the answer in the next issue.
Player
Paul
Alan
Jeff
Ian
Discard 1111334456
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Cards Held
12236
22556
24566
33445

Score
18
12
19
-3

Position
North
South
East
West
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Next Pass
South
North
West
East
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on-the-shelf
vol. XVI, no. 60
27 Nov 2021
Brought to you by Tom Howell: off-the-shelf at olympus.net. Welcome to on-the-shelf, volume XVI, number 60.

Y’all must be hunkering down for winter. I received orders from everyone, but nothing for the letter col.
We’ve had some head scratching over the Machi Koro. I have a rulebook close to hand, and the game
itself almost as close. Hopefully, in future, they’ll keep me on the straight and narrow...
I’m sending this to Richard on the 17th. Hopefully, he won’t have a heart attack from me being a week early.

Round 3

Snakes and Ladders

Cyclonic Winds

Richard sprints past the leaders. How long can he stay ahead of his pursuers?
+---------+----+----+----+
|
| R1 | R2 | R3 |
+---------+----+----+----+
| Richard | 6 | 7 | 28 |
| Bob
| 3 | 13 | 17 |
| Judy
| 4 | 13 | 15 |
| Steve
| 1 | 13 | 15 |
| Martin | 3 | 13 | 14 |
| Roger
| 6 | 7 | 12 |
| Chris
| 2 | 3 | 7 |
| John
| 2 | 6 | 7 |
| Brendan | 1 | 3 | 6 |
+---------+----+----+----+

During turn 3, there were no trapdoors activated.

off the Reference Shelf
CDs

( audio books )
Catilina’s Riddle, by Steven Saylor
The Code Breaker: Jennifer Doudna, Gene Editing, and the Future of the Human Race, by Walter Isaacson
How the Word Is Passed, by Clint Smith
The Rise and Fall of Osama bin Laden, by Peter Bergen
Blood and Treasure: Daniel Boone and the Fight for America’s First Frontier, by Bob Drury and Tom Clavin
The Venus Throw, by Steven Saylor
The Woman Who Smashed Codes: A True Story of Love, Spies, and the Unlikely Heroine who Outwitted America’s
Enemies, by Jason Fagone
Win, by Harlan Coben
Human Hacking: Win Friends, Influence People, and Leave Them Better Off for Having Met You, by Christopher
Hadnagy and Seth Schulman

In My Neighborhood
It has been wet here. We had double the usual amount of rain during all of October and the first half of
November. There were a few days without rain – if I can say a day with only a few sprinkles now and again
is a day without rain. We even had a three day stretch ‘without rain.’ As I type this, the sun is shining past
me, throwing my shadow on the end of the masonry heater. Yesterday was clear also, and the forecast looks
to promise dryer weather than the last month and a half.
US Highway 101 runs from Southern California, sometimes on the coast, sometimes inland by a mountain
range, up through Oregon, into Washington through Olympia (the state capital), thence out to the coast,
around the Olympic Peninsula, through Forks, Port Angeles, then down the east side of the Hood Canal, to
either end just north of Olympia, or re-join itself there. I’ve not quite figured out if it re-joins itself or only
forms an open loop. Not that it matters.
What does matter – to me and my neighbors – is that Hwy 101 is our primary route into Port Angeles.
Monday last, W-DOT closed the Hwy 101 bridge over the Elwha River.
continued on next page
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Machi Koro

Round 13

鎌倆

( Kamakura )

Last round, Roger’s new Mine failed to appear in the Status Table. That oversight has been corrected. Also,
the turn numbers last round were incorrect. They should be accurate below.
Roger pulls even with Steve in the Landmark Race, whilst Richard moves ahead.
Round Thirteen:
Player

Turn

Roll

Results

Builds

Roger

17

9*

Roger and Steve both receive 5 coins from their
Mines.

Apple Orchard

Richard

17

2*

Richard receives 1 coin from his Ranch and 4
from his Bakeries.

Amusement Park

Steve

17

7*

No Income.

Produce Market

Roger

18

11*

Roger receives 9 coins from his Soda Bottling
Plant.

Shopping mall

* rolls two dice
Status Table
Player

Coins Buildings

Landmarks

Roger Trethewey

4

Wheat Field, Sushi Bar, Bakery (2), Café (2), Convenience Store, Forest, TV Station, Hamburger Stand,
Furniture Factory, Mine, Restaurant, Apple Orchard,
Soda Bottling Plant, Food Warehouse (2)

City Hall, Harbor, Train Station,
Shopping mall

Richard Smith

2

Wheat Field (3), Ranch, Bakery (2), Café, Corn Field,
Convenience Store, Forest, French Restaurant,
Mackerel Boat, Produce Market (3)

City Hall, Harbor, Train Station,
Shopping Mall, Amusement
Park

Steve Ham

11

Wheat Field, Bakery, Flower Orchard (3), Flower Shop City Hall, Harbor, Train Station,
(5), Business Center, Pizza Joint, Hamburger Stand
Amusement Park
(2), Mine, Produce Market

Player order for round fourteen will be Richard, Steve, Roger, & Richard. Remember: if you get to your buy phase with no
coins, your City Hall will give you one.
I will assume you are rolling a single die (d6) unless you have a Train Station AND tell me you want to roll two dice.
Primary industry muscles its way into the Market Place to put a Vineyard and a Tuna Boat on the auction block.
For round fourteen, please tell me which establishment you wish to purchase from the following market place:

Market Place (numbers in parentheses are the quantity on offer), {numbers in brackets are the cost}:
Café (2) {2}

Ranch (2) {1}

Sushi Bar (2) {4}

Soda Bottling Plant (1) {5} Cheese Factory (4) {5} Vineyard (1) {3}
TV Station (1) {7}

Bakery (2) {1}

Forest (1) {3}

Tuna Boat (1) {3}

Mackerel Boat (1) {2}

Business Center (1) {8}

In My Neighborhood continued
There has been some concern over the foundations of that bridge. After the removal of the Glines Canyon dam
the river has been carrying sediment that had been deposited in the reservoir downstream and scouring the
riverbed adjacent to the bridge foundation. The Elwha flooded and the engineers decided to close the bridge until
the water goes down and they can inspect the foundation. Hopefully, we’ll be able to use the bridge until the
replacement is constructed. Replacement construction is scheduled to start next summer and finish the fall of the
following year. The current bridge (if usable) will be open to traffic until the final stages of replacement when
the roadway will be moved to connect with the new bridge. During that phase, and between now and the reopening of the existing bridge, I’ll be going into town ‘the long way around’. This consists of heading west on
East Beach Road, which connects to Joyce-Piedmont Road. From Joyce, State Highway 112 will get me across
continued on next page
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Love Letter – Game 3

Round Eleven

Tempest

This was originally declared as a joint win for John and Richard, but… Bob pointed out a discrepancy in
Hand 12, which was a result of an egregious bug in one routine of the adjudication system: When the last
player plays a Prince, the reserve card goes to the player the Prince was played against to replace the card
he had to discard. That wasn’t happening, but has now been fixed. The proper result for Hand 12 is a
win for Bob, who had held the Princess since his first draw. Also note, that in Hand 9, John drew the
Princess as the reserve card: she is now shown in the results below.
The result of all this is a clear cut win for Richard. Congratulations to him, and he doesn’t have to share
husbandly duties to the Princess after all!
cardsleft

R11

Jim

John

Richard

Bob

Jim

-

Hand 1 (B)(K)(Pr)(H
)(G) [G]

(G)(G)(G)
[S]

(C)(Pr)(H)
[Pcs]

(S)

Hand 1

-

Hand 2

(G)(G)(Pr)

(C)(G)(Pr)

(H)(S)(B)(Pc
s)

(G)(S)(G)

Hand 2

-

Hand 3

(S)(S) [K]

(C)(G)(Pr)
[B]

(G)(G)(Pr)
[Pcs]

-

Hand 4 (S)(H)(G)(C)

(S)(B)(Pcs)

(Pr)(B)(H)(P
r) [K]

-

Hand 5

(G)(H)(S)(C)

(B)(Pr)(K)

-

Hand 6

-

Hand 7

(H)(G)(K)

(H)(G)(Pr)

-

Hand 8

(B)(C)

(B)(Pcs)

(G)

(H)(G)

Hand 8

-

Hand 9

(G)(G)

(Pr)(S)(H)(G
)(B) [Pcs]

(B)(C)(G)
[S]

(H)(G)(Pr)
[K]

Hand 9

-

Hand 10

(H)(B) Pr
[K]

(G)(H)(G)(P
cs)

(S)(G)(B)

-

Hand 11

(B)(G)(H)
[C]

(G)(B)(Pr)(S (G)(Pr)(G)(
) [Pcs]
G)

-

Hand 12

(H)(G)(C)
[B]

(G)(G)(K)(Pr
) [S]

(G)(B)

-

Hand 13

(H)(C)(B)
[K]

(G)(G)(S)
[Pcs]

(S)(G) G
[B]

(G)(B)

John

Hand 4

WIN
WIN
WIN

(G)(Pr)(G)(G) Hand 5

(H)(G) [Pcs] (C)(Pr)(B)(K (G)(S)(Pr)(S
) [G]
)

(G)(G)(B)

(S)(G)(G) Pr (G)(C)(B)(Pc
s)

(S)(K)

WIN

Hand 6

WIN

Hand 7

WIN

(C)(G)(G) [S] Hand 10
Hand 11

WIN
WIN
WIN
WIN

(S)(G)(H) Pr Hand 12
[Pcs]
(H)(G)(Pr)

Hand 13

Bob

WIN

(G)(H)(H) [B] Hand 3
(G)(G)(G)

Richard

WIN
WIN

Pcs = Princess, C = Countess, K = King, Pr = Prince, H = Handmaid, B = Baron, S = Spy, G = Guard

Hand 7: Richard plays the Prince against Bob. He turns over the Princess and is OUT!
Hand 10: Jim plays the Prince against John. He turns over the Princess and is OUT!
Hand 12: Bob plays the Prince against John. He turns over the Prince and draws a new card.
Hand 13: Richard plays a Guard against Jim and guesses that he has the Princess - He does not.
Tokens held: Richard 4, John 3, Jim 3, & Bob 3.

In My Neighborhood continued
the Elwha River and connected to Hwy 101. Time each way will be about an hour instead of the half hour via
the usual route. Ah! Life in the backwoods.
Well! It’s a sunny day. Time to go out and get some dry weather chores done. Clean gutters. Move firewood.
Laundry: No dryer (with its attendant electric bill bloating), so I only wash on sunny days when the laundry can
dry in the sun. Check the road for downed branches or worse. ( I tried to drive out to where the phone would
work during the worst of the rain. Found a tree across Storm King Road, so had to go back to the house, grab
rain gear, gloves and chainsaw. A neighbor came driving in as I finished the sawing, and together we threw the
cut up pieces into the brush beside the road. ) Move lumber for future (and current) building projects. The list
goes on. Once I’m out there, I’ll most likely find something needing tending to that I’m not thinking of at this
moment. Here we are, out of space. Everyone stay well and enjoy a not-too-stuffed Turkey (or ham) day!
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Breaking Away!

Round Four

Lake Crescent

Fairlight scores the first points; but, is he too winded to continue? Bojo’s Progeny and Favorite Cities look
to be the other scoring teams at the first finish line.
Square
Rider(s)
Replacement Card
43
Fairlight (10)
3
42
41
-FIRST-SPRINT-FINISH-LINE40
39
Cassie Peaches
3
38
Sydney; Florence
4
37
Wilfred Lawrie Nicholas; Lara Lettice
6
36
35
34
John Simm
3
33
Scotch; Anthony Ainley; Rum
4
32
Brandy; Gin
7
31
Sacha Dhawan
9
30
Roger Delgado; Athens; Korg; Thomas Paine
10
29
Moog; Barcelona; Simon de Montfort
14
28
Roland; Maximilien Robespierre; Che Guevara; Stephanie
15
Listed are the teams, player, accumulated points and manager (if any). Columns show level, card played, rider's name and cards
currently held, with current replacement listed last.

The Masters ( Jim Reader )
Points: 0
Team Manager: Missy
A 15 Roger Delgado
B 13 Anthony Ainley
C 15 John Simm
D 15 Sacha Dhawan

Bojo's Progeny ( Steve Ham )
Points: 0
A 14 Lara Lettice
B 14 Cassie Peaches
C 4 Stephanie
D 15 Wilfred Lawrie Nicholas

15 10 15 10
15 3 4
15 6 3
3 13 9

Team Spirit ( Roger Trethewey )
Points: 0
A 13 Scotch
3 13
B 13 Brandy
10 6
C 13 Rum
10 3
D 13 Gin
3 6

3
7
4
7

Keyboard Kings ( Richard Smith )
Points: 10
Team Manager: Jean-Michel Jarre
A 14 Fairlight
2 3 4
B 13 Moog
15 13 14
C 11 Roland
13 5 15
D 14 Korg
10 13 10

10
13
11
9

1 6
3 3
7 15
8 6

6

Favorite Cities ( Chris Hibbert )
Points: 0
A 15 Sydney
11 6 4
B 13 Barcelona
7 13 14
C 14 Florence
11 4 4
D 15 Athens
4 15 10

4

Pedalutionaries ( Bob Pitman )
Points: 0
A 11 Thomas Paine
B 10 Che Guevara
C 11 Maximilien Robespierre
D 13 Simon de Montfort

3

4 3 6 10
7 10 15
7 5 15
7 10 14

Press: Course Monitor to Dr. Betternot: Good thing you set up that refreshment station where you did; that
there Fairlight looks to be needing electrolytes.
Roland: “See that man, he’s all alone; Looks so happy but he’s far from home; Ring my bell, smile at him;
Then knock over his garbage bin.”
U. Betternot to himself: Think I’ll get an oxygen bottle over there; he looks done in.
Race Director to Dr. Betternot: That’s all we need after the start we got: a fatality at our first sprint.
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The Celestial Steam Locomotive
Track no. 13
richard530smith@btinternet.com
8th November 2021

Pascal's Wager is a philosophical argument presented by mathematician Blaise Pascal in the 17 th
century. With more than a whiff of modern game theory, it has proved an enduring concept and still
debated today (including on YouTube, which is why I have recently been wasting some of my depleting
supply of brain cells on it).
The basis of the wager is that if you believe in God, and it turns out there isn't one, nothing happens. On
the other hand, if you choose atheism and God does exist, you will be punished, so believing is the best
option. This seems reasonable at first, but one of many criticisms is the "which god?" problem. The
penalty for worshipping a rival divine being could well be worse than not believing at all, and there are
plenty of beings to choose from (might Bahá'ís have an advantage here?)
A mathematical argument I've seen made in favour of the Abrahamic big guy is that given the
punishment is infinite, he is a good choice even if you posit a low probability of existence. To illustrate,
let's invent a new religion now: The Cult of Ermintrude, whose adherents believe that the universe came
into existence as a result of flatulence from a giant space cow called Ermintrude in 1965 (everything
before then being retrospectively fabricated). Unfortunately, she is very jealous and the penalty for not
worshipping her is eternal torment - not only for you but also for all your family and friends.
Getting silly? Yes, infinity multiplied by (say) 50 is still infinity. And surely Ermintrude isn't real? Well,
can you prove it? Like Russell's Teapot (20th century this time) it is extremely unlikely she is but not
absolutely impossible, and any finite number multiplied by infinity is infinity. So according to that
argument, the calculation for worshipping Ermintrude is 0.00000000000000001 x infinity x 50 =
infinity! She moos in mysterious ways!
A little space left to talk about games: Century Spice Road will start next time either with the current 3
or with more if anyone else signs up. North Korea RR gets its preliminaries this issue (2 games). I've
also just acquired a copy of 7 Wonders Architects and may offer it later. However, initial impressions
are it looks like it may be too simplistic to satisfy the postal gaming cognoscente.
Richard
The Magic Roundabout, as shown on the BBC before the news in the 60s and 70s, had the same visuals but
a completely different script to the original French version by Serge Danot. In this Dougal is called Pollux
and Ermintrude Azalée.
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CRYSTAL BALL 2021 - ALL OVER BAR THE CURSING
No

Sport

Event

Date

1L
2L
3L
4L
5L
6L
7L
8L
9L
10L
11L
12L
TB

Cricket
Rugby
Golf
Snooker
Football
F1
Olympics
Olympics
Tennis
Athletics
Baseball
Boxing
Cricket

India v England TM
Six Nations winner
US Masters winner
World champion
Euro 2020 winner
British GP winner
GB Gold medals
US Gold medals
US Open women's
London Marath. M
World Series
Fury v Joshua
Total runs scored in
World T20 final

Feb-Mar
Feb-Mar
April
Apr-May
June
July
August
August
Sept
October
Oct-Nov
TBA
Nov

Final Score

Richard
India 2
France 1

Arthur

John

Steve

England

Draw

England

Wales 2

France 1

France 1

McIlroy
Trump

McIlroy
Trump
France

Thomas
Trump
Belgium

Johnson
O'Sullivan
France

Scotland
Cantlay
Higgins
France

Hamilton 2
23 2

Hamilton 2

Hamilton 2

Hamilton 2

40
60
Osaka
Kipchoge
Dodgers
Fury
320

14
0
Osaka
Kitata
Yankees
Fury
332

14
22
Osaka
Kipchoge
Yankees
Joshua
315

England 1
Verstappn

22 2
44 1
Halep
Kipchoge
Dodgers
Joshua
366

47
Williams
Kipchoge
Dodgers
Joshua
381

7

6

3

Martin
India 2

3

4

Score 2 points for picking the winner, 1 for runner up except for the two-horse races events (1 and 12)
where it's 2 points or nothing, and draw is an option. For the medals 2 points if within 2, 1 point for within
5. Events are void if not completed by 31st December 2021.
No points again for the baseball as Atlanta Braves whupped the Houston Astros' butts in the final. Which
means I win! Bad form, I know. Steve was nearest on the cricket tie-breaker, with 345 runs being scored.
Australia, Australia, Australia, we love you!

Golden Strider Tarnished V2 - ALL OVER BAR THE DRUG TESTS
At the end of round 12, three runners have crossed the line. Twitchy is well clear for the gold and we
have a photo-finish for the silver between Mr. Smith and Nutkin.
P
1
2=
2=
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

S
69
64
64
60
58
56
55
53
51
41

Runner
Twitchy F
Mr. Smith F
Nutkin F
Stan Ozolol
S A Lazar
Glen Buterol
Al Berto
Mr. Jones
Ann Droid
Will Do

Extrapolating, using the best possible numbers for each runner and obeying any orders for Energiza
use (in the unlikely event that any of the runners are actually resorting to this drug), we get the
following final placings (provisional pending drug tests):
1st Twitchy; 2nd= Mr. Smith, Nutkin; 4th= S A Lazar, Stan Ozolol; 6th Al Berto; 7th Ann Droid; 8th Mr. Jones;
9th Glen Buterol; 10th Will Do.
Each manager may now accuse one athlete of doping. If the runner is a cheat they are disqualified and
the accusing manager gets a bonus point. A manager loses a point for accusing an innocent runner.
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Choice - Suppenkasper Variant - ROUNDS 4-6

Some players have resorted to special cards, whilst others keep their muesli dry.
Quite a few have reached 5 of a kind which is worth 0 instead of -200. A reminder that I am using the
standard scoring, not Dane Maslen's house rules where you need 6 to break even:
If a number has never been chosen, score 0 points.
If a number has been chosen 1-4 times, score -200 points.
If a number has been chosen 5 times, score 0 points.
If a number has been chosen 6-10 times, it scores (no. of times - 5) * multiplier.
The multipliers are 2 = 100, 3 = 70, 4 = 60, 5 = 50, 6 = 40, 7 = 30, 8 = 40, 9 = 50, 10 = 60, 11 = 70,
12 = 100.
• Eleven or more occurrences score the same as 10.
•
•
•
•
•

Player
Steve Guest
Chris Hibbert
Kevin Lee
Dane Maslen
Michael Pargman
Roger Threthewey
John Walker

Round 1
6+1=7, 5+1=6 w5
1+5=6, 1+5=6 w6
1+5=6, 1+5=6 w6
1+6=7, 5+5=10 w1
1+5=6, 1+5=6 Null
1+5=6, 1+5=6 w6
1+5=6, 1+5=6 w6

Player
Steve Guest
Chris Hibbert
Kevin Lee
Dane Maslen
Michael Pargman
Roger Threthewey
John Walker

Score 2 3 4
-1000
-400
-1000
2
-600
-400
-800
2
-400

Round 2
2+3=5, 1+5=6 w5
2+3=5, 1+5=6 w5
1+3=4, 2+5=7 w5
1+3=4, 2+5=7 w5
2+3=5, 5+5=10 w1
1+3=4, 5+5=10 Null
2+3=5, 1+5=6 w5

5 6 7 8 9
2 3 3 3 1
4 5
2 4
3
2 3
5
4 5
4
2
4 5

Round 3
1+6=7, 4+4=8 w5
1+4=5, 4+6=10 w5
5+4=9, 4+6=10 w1
4+5=9, 6+4=10 w1
1+4=5, 4+6=10 w5
1+5=6, 4+4=8 w6
1+4=5, 4+6=10 w5

10 11 12 Würfel
444----3
2------1
11-----2
111----3
11-----4
1------1
--------

Würfel
555----555----55-----2------2------33-----55------

Würfel
-------66-----66-----33-----55-----66-----666-----

Player
FdH Null Kur -1 -2 Sup Leftovers Plate
Steve Guest
Chris Hibbert
Kevin Lee
Dane Maslen
Michael Pargman
x
6
Roger Threthewey
x
6
John Walker
x
3,3,4,5,6

ROLLS FOR ROUNDS 7-9:

R7: 3,4,5,6,6

R8: 1,3,3,3,3

R9: 2,4,4,5,6

The R8 rolls might be seen as yellow wobbly parts by some fussy eaters.
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COSMIC CELEBRITY CRICKET - FINAL AND PLAYOFF
There's quite a buzz around Flungonia as the first ever Hundred games take place.
The replicas are wheeled into postion including some newly-constructed 10cc
band members practicing "Dreadlock Holiday".
The Flungonian's technology includes a "spooky action" quantum entanglement
field which allows fans to attend both matches at the same time, so unlike many
sporting tournaments on Earth, the third place match is not quietly played the day
before the final in front of three men and a dog.
Additional Rules for The Hundred
1. Each innings is 100 balls long.
2. Instead of 6-ball overs, there are groups of 5. Each bowler may bowl up to 20 deliveries (four groups)
and may bowl 10 (two groups) consecutively.
3. The field changes ends every 10 balls (instead of each over as in normal cricket).
4. In the event of a wicket the new batter always faces the next ball except at a change of ends.
5. There is a new batting type of "Monster" which is a D6 and a D12.
6. When in Monster mode, the big hit (6+6) is 1-4 = 6; 5 = hard catch on boundary; 6 = easy catch on
boundary. The hard catch requires a D6 check against fielding skill, if the catch is not taken a second
check is required to see if the fielder has avoided conceding a 6 (one run if successful).
7. Managers may order a strategic timeout. If one manager does so, the innings is paused (postal turn
ends) at the point they chose. If both managers order a timeout, it happens at the earlier time of the
two. If neither manager chooses a timeout there isn't one. The earliest allowed timeout is after 25
balls.
8. There will be live music in the interval between each innings. Managers can name any performers
live or dead and the Flungonians will make replicas of them. There is only time for two songs, one
for each manager to be played by their chosen musician(s).
The Final
Teams: Winter Is Coming vs. The Whovian Supervillains
Venue: Lards
Pitch Conditions: Lards is currently "cracked" spin bowlers +2
Weather: Normal (no mods)
Toss: Whovian Supervillains won the toss and elected to bowl first
Umpires: M Berry and S Cowell
Winter Is Coming: J Lannister, J Snow (C), C Lannister, S Baratheon, Bronn, T Lannister (W), A Stark,
T N King, T Hound, D Targaryen, P Baelish
Whovian Supervillains: T Master, T N Consciousness, T G Intelligence (c), Azal, Davros, B Guardian,
(w), L Cassandra, Sil, Weng-Chiang, Missy, Rassilon
Commentary: The Winter batters chanced their arms quite a bit with several players going "monster".
This resulted in 5 sixes hit and 4 wickets down before manager Townsend called a timeout after 60
balls.
Jamie Lannister held the innings together with an impressive 45 not out whilst Bronn and Baratheon
both cleared the ropes a few times before getting out. Cersei did have to do the walk of shame this time
after copping a first-baller, whilst Snow was the victim of some temporally impossible fielding from
Missy whilst umpire Berry was taking a nap. The revolting Sil and the hideous Davros were the pick of
the Whovian bowlers with Rassilon and Weng-Chiang going for almost 2 runs per ball.
130 is considered a decent score in The Hundred but Winter will be hoping to reach 150...
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Ball by Ball
Balls
1-5
6-10
11-15
16-20
21-25

Bowler
Rassilon
Rassilon
Weng-Chiang
Sil
Weng-Chiang

Balls
.4..4
.222.
3 6 . 2lb 3
1....
4112H

26-30

Sil

14H.2

31-35

Davros

2.HH.

36-40
41-45

Missy
Davros

12..4
436H.

46-50
51-55
56-60

Missy
Rassilon
Weng-Chiang

24..6
43..6
HH6..

Scorecard
J Lannister
Snow
C Lannister
Baratheon
Bronn
T Lannister
Extras nb 0 b 0 lb 2 w 0
Total (60 balls)
Fall 1-46, 2-46, 3-66, 4-91

Notes
Jamie Lannister hits a 4, and another
Jamie Lannister hits 6
Snow hits a 4, H=possible wk catch Weng-Chiang (24) vs. Snow (27) -> 12
rolled = not out
Jamie Lannister hits a 4, H= possible lbw Sil (24) vs J Lannister (21) ->16
rolled = not out
H = possible run out -> Missy shies at the stumps -> 1 rolled = out!
H=possible wk catch Davros (24) vs. C Lannister (24) -> 2 rolled -> check =
catch -> 5 then 1 rolled = out!
Baratheon hits a 4
Jamie Lannister hits a 4, Baratheon hits a 6, H = possible stumping Davros
(24) vs. Baratheon (23) -> 6 rolled = out!
Bronn hits a 4, and a 6
Jamie Lannister hits a 4 Bronn hits a 6
H= possible bowled Weng-Chiang (24) vs. Bronn (23) -> 9 rolled = out! H=
possible catch Weng-Chiang (24) vs. T Lannister (22) -> 18 rolled = not out!
Tyrion Lannister hits a 6

not out
run out (Missy)
c. Guardian
st. Guardian

b. Davros
b. Davros
b. Weng-Chiang
not out

45
14
0
12
18
6
2
97-4

Bowling: Rassilon 15-0-27-0 Weng-Chiang 15-0-26-1 Sil 10-0-8-0 Davros 10-0-15-2 Missy 10-0-19-0

Third Place Match
Teams: Strictly Cricketly vs. The Commentator's Nightmare
Venue: The Nose Boil
Pitch Conditions: The Nose Boil is currently a "perfect batting strip" all bowlers -2
Weather: "normal" (no modifiers).
Toss: Commentator's Nightmare won the toss and elected to bowl first.
Umpires: R Descartes and S Freud
Strictly Cricketly: N Kaplinsky (c), J Halfpenny, C Hollins, M Ramprakash, S Dooley , L Smith, H Judd
(w), J McFadden, C Flack, J McGuinness, O Oduba
Commentators Nightmare: C Rueangthanarot (c), T Limwannasathian, P Chamratsamee, E
Tavlaridis, Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrngogogoch, C Mudiyanselage (w),
Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg, Azpilicuetagaraycosaroyarenberecolarrea,
Äteritsiputeritsipuolilautatsijänkä, Pekwachnamaykoskwaskwaypinwanik,
Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta
Commentary: The Nightmares' bowling performance was subject to some floccinaucinihilipilification
by the fans as they only managed to take 1 wicket. This was in part due to the Strictly team's allegretto
performance being a little too slow a dance for The Hundred. Manager Walker called a rather late time
out so his team could perhaps "go monster" for the last 10 balls to try to get to 140.
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Ball by Ball
Balls
1-5
6-10
11-15
16-20
21-25
26-30
31-35

Bowler
Azpilicuetagaraycosaroyarenberecolarrea
Azpilicuetagaraycosaroyarenberecolarrea
Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta
Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta
Azpilicuetagaraycosaroyarenberecolarrea
Azpilicuetagaraycosaroyarenberecolarrea
Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta

Balls
.....
4163.
431..
.41..
11.4.
2...2
1.H4.

36-40
41-45
46-50
51-55
56-60
61-65

Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta
Tavlaridis
Tavlaridis
Äteritsiputeritsipuolilautatsijänkä
Äteritsiputeritsipuolilautatsijänkä
Pekwachnamaykoskwaskwaypinwanik

134.2
16.w4.
...12
.42..
12.41
.H..4

66-70
71-75
76-80

Pekwachnamaykoskwaskwaypinwanik
Äteritsiputeritsipuolilautatsijänkä
Äteritsiputeritsipuolilautatsijänkä

.4.1.
..2.4
.231H

81-85
86-90

Tavlaridis
Tavlaridis

2.112
4124.

Scorecard
Kaplinsky
Halfpenny
Hollins
Extras nb 0 b 0 lb 0 w 1
Total (90 balls)
Fall 1-102

Notes
Maiden
Kaplinsky hits a 4; Halfpenny hits a 6
Halfpenny hits a 4
Halfpenny hits a 4
Halfpenny hits a 4
H = possible catch Venk (20) vs Halfpenny (26) ->
11 rolled = not out; Halfpenny hits a 4
Halfpenny hits a 4
Halfpenny hits a 6; Halfpenny hits a 4
Halfpenny hits a 4
Kaplinsky hits a 4
H = possible catch Pek (21) vs Kaplinsky (27) -> 17
rolled = not out; Kaplinsky hits a 4
Kaplinsky hits a 4
Kaplinsky hits a 4
H = possible bowled Ater (22) vs Kaplinsky (27) ->
3 rolled = out!
Halfpenny hits a 4
Hollins hits a 4

b. Äteritsiputeritsipuolilautatsijänkä
not out
not out

41
70
7
1
119-1

Bowling: Azpilicuetagaraycosaroyarenberecolarrea 20-1-24-0 Venkatanarasimharajuvaripeta 20-0-28-0 Tavlaridis 200-32-0 Äteritsiputeritsipuolilautatsijänkä 20-0-26-1 Pekwachnamaykoskwaskwaypinwanik 10-0-9-0

FEUDALITY - ROUND 2
This is based on the original, unexpanded version of Tom Wham's excellent
board game from 2011. See https://variablepig.org/rules/feudality.html
Jim Reader, Bob Pitman and Bob Gingell are our three feudal barons. Each has
now founded a new Fiefdom and can peer over the fence at his neighbours:
(Red) Pitman Fiefdom https://variablepig.org/rules/feudality/pitman_fiefdom.jpg
(Blue) Gingell Fiefdom https://variablepig.org/rules/feudality/gingell_fiefdom.jpg
(Green) Reader Fiefdom https://variablepig.org/rules/feudality/reader_fiefdom.jpg
LAST TURN:
• Pitman was the Senior Player.
• Activations for last turn - Pitman: Forest (+2 wood), Tower (+1 VP); Gingell: Forest (+2 wood),
Tower (+1 VP); Reader: Gold Mine (+2 gold), Forest (+2 wood),
• Tiles purchased last turn - Pitman: Quarry (-1 wood); Gingell: Gravel Pit (free); Reader: Wizard
(-2 gold)
• Result of last event card - all three barons choose to pay the King 1 food to avoid disfavour.
• Baronial actions last turn - Pitman activates the Quarry (+2 stone) and the Fisherman (+2 food)
• Fiefdom feeding last turn - Pitman feeds his fiefdom for one food.
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THIS TURN:
• Gingell is the Senior Player.
• The new dice rolls (players may activate ONE tile on or adjacent to the indicated square for EACH
roll) are White 3 Blue 8, White 7 Blue 7, White 2 Blue 3.
• The new event card is: The King is away on a diplomatic visit. All barons breathe a collective sigh
of relief.
• Tiles available this turn (see below). All players may buy 1 tile or buy a fortification upgrade.
• Gingell to choose two baronial actions.
• Gingell must feed his Fiefdom (probably 2 food)
• Reader is the Senior Player next time.
Player VPs Food Stone Wood Iron Gold
Pitman 2

3

5

4

3

3

Gingell 2

2

3

5

3

3

Reader 1

2

3

5

4

3

TILES ON OFFER:

Bob Pitman

or

or

Bob Gingell

or

or

Jim Reader

or

and
/or

Baron Reader may use the power of his Wizard to build a production tile AND a fortification (resources
permitting). Other barons may only do one or the other. N.B. The Wizard has a different power in the
F2F game (rerolls, potentially troublesome for postal play).

Railway Rivals - NORTH KOREA (RR2495NK) - GAME START
Brendan Whyte, Bob Gingell, Arthur Owen, Brad Martin, Michael Pargman are the players for this 5per. Bob G is running a 3-player game in which everyone starts from Pyongyang.
Maps are online at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/northkorearr.html including half-maps for A4
printers. I think the JPEG versions look slightly better than the PDF but either will do. 2 players start
at Kaesong, 2 at Sinuiju and one out in the sticks at Onsong. Company names / acronyms and start /
colour preferences by the deadline please.
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RAILWAY RIVALS DISCOVERY (RR2491XX) ROUND 2
Bob Gingell, Roger Trethewey, Chris Hibbert and Brendan Whyte
are our intrepid explorers. This turn report does not contain details
of the discovery teams' finding (these are sent privately using a
graphic) - only the finishing hex for each team is reported.
Building takes place concurrently and this is reported with all
exposed map details being public knowledge.
Whilst I'm not at liberty to discuss the results of the discovery too much. I already knew that the
numbers of hexes revealed per player was about right, though (unsurprisingly) some have found more
useful stuff than others. Routing strategy is mixed between lines and blocks - both have merit.
I do think that doing it all graphically is much quicker and easier than reporting everything textually as
per the original rules. The rules on the website do mention the graphical option. I can see why this
variant isn't played too often as it is potentially a lot of work to GM. I'd rather like to have a go at it as a
player :-)
GET
Bob Gingell
Purple

2a. [2] (Y29) - - W30
2b. [5] (W30) - - BRUCES (23) - - - R32
2c. [6] (R32) - R33 - ARGUMENT (24); (W29) - Y30 [Buy ferry to Derek]; (R33) - - R36
BANK: 20 +6 +6 -6[ferry] = 26

BHP-Billiton
Brendan Whyte
Black

2a. [2] (G29) - - G31
2b. [5] (G31) - - - - HELL'S GRANNIES (14) - G36
2c. [6] (G36) --- - - - G40
BANK: 20 +6 = 26

ROGER
Roger Threthewey
Green

2a. [2] (A18) - IDLE (61 + 62) - C19
2b. [5] (C19) - - C21 - HUNGARIAN PHRASEBOOK (63) - E21
2c. [6] (E21) --- F21 - - F23 - G24
BANK: 20 +6 +6 = 32

Explorer
Chris Hibbert
Yellow

2a. [2] (C80) - - A81
2b. [5] (A81) - B81; A81 - - - - TAX-ON-THINGY (46)
2c. [6] (C80) - - - Z50 - Z49 - - X48
BANK: 20 +6 = 26

The public map so far is here https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/discovery_public_r2.jpg and
there’s the following revealed information: Z29, F29, F30, F31, F32, D79, D80, C81, C82, B82, W56, B21,
E22, E23, D22, C22 and A17 are sea. G23 is all or part of Lake Albatross. Y30 is a ferry terminus to Derek
(half of Sp6). B81 is a ferry terminus to Black Adder (Sp5). G30 is a ferry terminal to Big Train (SP3).
Player
Bob Gingell
Brendan Whyte
Roger Trethewey
Chris Hibbert
Round 1

2

3

Company
GET
BHP-Billiton
ROGER
Explorer
4

5

Colour
Purple
Black
Green
Yellow

Start Hex
Y29
G29
A18
C80

Team 1
J33
A9
P26
P54

Team 2
E41
C11
H21
V53

Team 3
K42
E13
D11
S46

Team 4
Q42
I14
K28
L46

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Limit 16 16 16 14 12 10 8 8 6 6 6* 6*

Build Rolls for Round 3 (second build round): 3a) 5 3b) 6 3c) 4
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RAILWAY RIVALS - HS2 PRIVATE SECTOR (RR2446HS2) - ROUND 8
The latest news from the UK government
is that part of HS2 (EMI to Leeds) has
been scrapped. This is too late to affect
the game, unlike the lack of orders from
Natalie (3rd NMR, orders by GM) which
means I am looking for a replacement
player.
So is HS2 worth the money? Two of the
companies have bought some track, two
haven't.
I had to curtail BUM's builds again as they were well over the 8 points allowed. TGV meanwhile, has
decided not to build further track (for now). Race points were spread around fairly evenly this time,
though TGV is dropping back a little. Quite a few AOT runs this time and only one race (11) was not won
by the shortest line.
A little thing I noticed is that no-one has used any of the map edge hexes for the specials. I don't know
if this is usual for the original London and Liverpool map.
SHIRT

Michael Pargman
Blue

3. Doncaster (26) - North
(Sp4)
8. Spalding or Peterboro (44)
- London (65)
9. North (Sp3) - Coventry
(46)
10. Hull (24) - Stoke (35)
11. Seaport (Sp6) Huddersfield (13)
12. Leeds (22) - Bristol (56)
13. Newport (55) Wolverhampton (36)
14. London (64) - Burnley or
Wigan (12)
Last Turn
Points from Races
Builds
Points Total

ZIPPY

Natalie Amery
Green

TGV

Jim Reader
Yellow

10 [22]

BUM

Arthur Owen
Red
20 [6]

20 [16]
20 [25]
-3 -1

+1

+3
20 [29]

15 [14]

15 [10]

20 [38]
-1

10 [43]
+1 -4
20 [14]
-2+4

0 [47]
+4 -3
10 [36]
+2 -4
10 [39]

71
67
-7 - 13 +2
120

41
35
0 +1
77

20 [30]
64
65
-8 +13 -5 -1 -2
126

10 [27]

+3

64
73
-8 -13 +5
121

Builds:

SHIRT: (East Midlands Interchange) - Nottingham - S14 - - U13 - U12 - V11; (N3) - Leeds [-5 BUM EMI Nottingham, -1 TGV T13, -1 ZIPPY N3]

BUM: Huddersfield - --- --- J6 - I6 ONLY (8 max, next time's 6 could reach Manchester and Wigan) [-13 SHIRT
Huddersfield - J6]

ZIPPY: Q9 = = = = = = = EMI [-13 HS2 costs]
TGV: No builds

Map showing the latest builds available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2446HS2.jpg
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The third set of races are:
15. Grimsby (25) - Liverpool (15)
16. Sheffield (16) - Gloucester (54)
17. Birmingham (52) - East Anglia (Sp2) 18. Wales (Sp5) - Manchester Airport (32)
19. Cambridge (61) - Leicester (45)
20. London (66) - Crewe (34)
21. Leeds (23) - Nottingham (43)
Enter up to 4 new races and build up to 6 points of track.

RAILWAY RIVALS - HONDURAS (RR2449HN) - ROUND 6
The final build round saw most companies tidy up their line which
resulted in lots of fiddly little payments sloshing around, so no great
movement on balances, though BRR's was bolstered with a missing
6 Lempiras from last round.
So now it's racing time. I had to regenerate a few times on the online
race generator due to invalid special runs, but we are now ready to
race (hopefully faster than the coconut train shown).
Looking at the latest map I'm not sure which line is best. Green only really covers the west but there are
a lot of towns there. Black looks good for north / south runs, and blue is the only one to "go east". The
current poorest players (yellow and red) both have efficient lines that could well win enough races to
make up for early points deficit.
GTN
Bob Gingell
Black

6a. [6] (K37) - L36 - M37 - - - Dulce Nombre de Culmi; (Q6) - Choloma
6b. [6] (Y11) - - - B42 - B43 - - D44
6c. [5] (Z20) --- A51 - - Danli
BANK: 54.5 +1[LLUVIA, Q6] -1 [BRR, D44] -1[BRR, A51] -1[RONDAS, B50] +1[LLUVIA, V23]
+1[LLUVIA, H34] +1[SHIRT, R25] = 55.5

LLUVIA DE PECES
Jim Reader

6a. [6] (W21) - V21 - - - - - V26
6b. [6] (V26) --- Choluteca; (F34) - G35; (B15) - Nueva Ocotepeque; (F12) – Santa
Rosa de Copan
6c. [5] (G35) - H34; (K9) --- J8; (Q6) – Choloma
BANK: 29 -1[GTN, Q6] -1[GTN, V23] -1[RONDAS, W25] -1[GTN, H34] -1[RONDAS, J8]
+1[SHIRT, W6] +3[RONDAS, Y5] = 28

Yellow

SHIRT
Michael Pargman
Green

6a. [6] (N5) - M5 - L5; (H14) - GRACIAS; (S21) - S24
6b. [6] (S24) - R24 - R26; (R24) - Q25; (S25) - Nacaome - T25
6c. [5] (N5) - N4 - Puerto Cortes; (T25) - U26; (L5) - K5; (V6) - W6
BANK: 67 +6 -1[GTN, R25] -1[RONDAS, R25] -1[RONDAS, R26] -1[RONDAS, R25] -1[GTN,
T25] -1[RONDAS, U26] -1[RONDAS, K5] -1[LLUVIA, W6] +1[BRR, K12] +1[BRR, N14] = 67

RONDAS
Arthur Owen
Red

6a. [6] (G48) - - - G45 - - I44; X4 - Y5
6b. [6] (G45) - Juticalpa; (G48) - - - J49 - J50 - TROJES
6c. [5] (I44) --- Catacamas; (Y5) - La Ceiba - A34
BANK: = -16 +6 +1[GTN, B50] +1[LLUVIA, W25] +1[LLUVIA, J8] +1[SHIRT, R25] +1
[SHIRT, R26] +1[SHIRT, R25] +1[SHIRT, U26] +1[SHIRT, K5] -3[LLUVIA, Y5] -1 (interest) = -6

BRR
Brad Martin
Blue

6a. [6] (N9) - - - K11 - - K13 - L13
6b. [6] (L13) - - - Siguatepeque; (Y25) - X25 - X26 - Choluteca
6c. [5] (X40) - - - A72 - - LEIMUS
BANK: 65.5 +6 (correction) +3 +1[GTN, D44] +1[GTN, A51] -1[SHIRT, K12] -1[SHIRT, N14]
= 74.5
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In-game map showing the latest builds at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2449HN.jpg
Races for Round 7:
1. Puerto Lempira (66) - Tegucigalpa (44)
3. Danli (54) - Olanchito (35)
5. Nicaragua (S4) - El Progreso (16)
7. Santa Barbara (22) - Tela (12)

2. Trojes (56) - Siguatepeque (41)
4. Brus Laguna or Leimus (65) - La Ceiba (32)
6. El Salvador (S2) - La Esperanza (26)

Enter up to 4 races and build up to 10 points of track.

Railway Rivals - Bolivia (RR2406BO) - GAMEEND STATEMENTS
Bob Gingell: Roger has strong routes N-S and
E east of the mountains while Brad has a strong
N-S route west of the mountains. Jim seemed
limited to centre and east but did well with the
southern route east of the mountains.
The narrow western pass is a big boost to the
player starting in La Paz, but not a gamewinner on its own.
The far East seemed to deliver more than the far North but both were important income-generators,
and I think that the eastern route to the southern towns worked out better than the western and central
routes. I chose to head south centrally through the popular mountains south of Cochabamba which gave
me a fairly good north-south route but insufficient coverage of the more remote areas.
With hindsight maybe I should have headed north at first to grab narrow sections and get ahead of Brad
(and the others) in the north. Interesting that the two central starters did significantly less well than
the two that started in La Paz and Santa Cruz, and that may be because they are the ones that must
tunnel through mountains to get a north-south line.
Brad Martin: Congratulations to Roger, his north-south route was much better than mine. As for
comments on the map: I’m quite happy with it, however maybe you could add some tourist sites and
mine sites to fill in the underutilised regions [unsure how realistic this is as I don’t have much
knowledge of Bolivian tourism or mineralogy (although I know they have plenty of lithium)].
Roger Trethewey: I managed to control the east, but I'm surprised Bob didn't do better, looking at the
map, he seemed to have the best routes. In the end it was just a tussle between me and Brad but was
lucky with some of the races. Thanks to Richard as GM.
Jim Reader: Congratulations to Roger whose green line looks very effective. I wasted too many build
points getting through the mountains and ended up with a dog's dinner of a line.
GM: I think this map works pretty well and only requires minor tweaking for V2. Roger's line is the best
but not vastly superior to Brad's or Bob's, perhaps the races came out better for it, not sure. Speaking
of which, knowing the races coming I could tell that some quite cheap builds would have boosted Jim's
score considerably (but he couldn't know this).
I am quite pleased that the 5-player option has proved absolutely fine despite my reservations. I don't
think it will take 6 nor play properly with 3, so 4 or 5 is the sweet spot.
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CROSSWORD
Another theme puzzle - [T] indicates a theme clue which may have no definition (or a woolly one)

Across
2. [T] Used for lowest part? (4)
6. [T] Lap or table? Either swaps head for tail of
alphabet (6)
8. [T] Parker's paper used for last post (5)
10. Early man precedes ant (4)
12. Was Jackson this? (3)
14. Food thickening gel made from silver and argon (4)
16: [T] Liberator from lock opener and road stuff (6)
18. Agitate can (4)
21. [T] For nostril flared use Teflon (4,5)
22. Tool used repeatedly at Christmas, we hear (3)
23. Blake's Buddhist computer? (3)
25. [T] Has strings but no vowels (5)
28. Eccentrically great climate campaigner (5)
29. Whist variant played with capital in Norway (4)
31. [T] Little oxygen after smoking pipe (5)
32. See 35D
33. [T] Cuban scratcher: Italian race wears uniform (5)
36. Apple in pocket of drummer at first (4)
37. Pacific island featuring man, wild on robe (6)
38. [T] Magically tell age of bean (9)
39. Means justifiers, sometimes split (4)
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Down
1. Book found in Suez raid (4)
2. Qualified to teach on oyster's lair (3)
3. Mediterranean spirit reported to be used for
torture (4)
4. [T] Big wind coming back from a butt (4)
5 and 37. Ill-disposed to bald crone (3,3)
7. [T] Richard's hop - ungainly! (11)
9. Fish from ragged rags (4)
11. [T] Used for prog rock to roll men (9)
13: [T] Nixon, Trump or Johnson, reportedly (4)
15. [T] OBE, for example (4)
17. Archbishop with average degree? (4)
19. [T] Hi, rent me flexibly but hands off! (8)
20. Leo loses head but remains positive (3)
24. Dog row under postgrads (7)
26. [T] Bell used by Landscape with Einstein? (5)
27: [T] Toy Hummer (5)
30. An idiot flipped sponge (5)
31. [T] Exclude Biden shortly (5)
34. Desire found in surgeon (4)
35 and 32A. [T] Mad or enraged (4,5)
37. See 5D
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Jim Reader is the editor. Richard Smith does the printing and distribution from the UK and maintains the
Variable Pig website https://variablepig.org. The site holds back issues, game rules and RR/BB maps.
There is also a Mailing List which is currently used to register interest in the zine, and is hosted on the VP
web server. To (un)subscribe go to https://variablepig.org/mailman/listinfo/piggers_variablepig.org.

PIG WAITING LISTS
BROTHERHOOD – Richard Smith, Mike Townsend, Brad Martin and John Walker. 2 more wanted (Polar
Pig)
ROBORALLY – Game Start inside (Polar Pig)
DICE FORGE – New Game. Kev Lee, John Walker, Andy York and Richard Smith. Game start next issue
(Polar Pig)
BREAKING AWAY – Tom Howell, Arthur Owen, Allan Stagg, Chris Hibbert and Ian Owen. 1 more wanted
(Polar Pig)
RAILWAY RIVALS – Richard’s new North Korea Map – Game starts inside: Game 1 (Bob Gingell to GM):
Roger Trethewey, Jim Reader, Richard Smith. Game 2 (Richard to GM): Brendan Whyte, Bob Gingell,
Arthur Owen, Brad Martin, Michael Pargman
RAILWAY RIVALS – Replacement player required for HS2 (Celestial SL)
RAILWAY RIVALS – More maps will be offered soon (Polar Pig)
NRICH CENTRAL – anyone can join in (Here Be Dragons)
STRATEGIC SUMO – Ian Owen vs.1 more wanted (Here Be Dragons)
MAXIMISE – Richard Smith, Chris Hibbert, 2 more wanted (Here Be Dragons)
IT’S A KNOCKOUT – new all reader game continues see inside (Here Be Dragons)
CENTURY SPICE ROAD – new conversion. Jim Reader, John Walker, Kevin Lee – room for 2 more will
start next issue with 3,4 or 5 as appropriate (Celestial SL)

THE DEADLINE FOR VARIABLE PIG (KAGOSHIMA BERKSHIRE) is

Friday 7th January 2022

The Kagoshima Berkshire Pig (かごしま黒豚) is a Japanese breed of pig found in Kagoshima prefecture on Kyushu
island. The breed was developed from British Berkshire pigs imported to Japan in the 1930s, but is now considered a
separate breed. The breed makes up 2% of Japanese pork production and is marketed under the kurubota (black pig
brand_ - very tasty.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kagoshima_Berkshire

