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The “Lo Tech” issue, featuring the 184th issue of “Polar Pig, the
53rd issue of on-the-shelf vol. XVI, “The Celestial Steam
Locomotive” 6, and Here Be Dragons 39.
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Variable Pig (Creole)
POLAR PIG 184
Welcome to the 8th issue of Variable Pig produced in 2020. I’m happy to report that this has been a much
quieter month and there are no more frightening medical issues to report. This editorial is being written on
Thanksgiving Day. We do not have any traditions for Thanksgiving, but this year still seems very different.
There are far fewer signs about Thanksgiving around (fewer yard decorations) and even the supermarkets and
shops are quieter in their promotions. We usually encourage Hannah and Thomas to enjoy the festivities with
their partners families. However, we usually invite them for dinner sometime over the weekend and look forward
to seeing them all, but we will not do so this year. The pandemic situation is getting worse and even
Pennsylvania, which I think has managed the outbreak fairly well, is starting to have concerns about hospital
capacity.
Unsurprisingly, we have not done very much since last issue. The highlight was a couple of games evenings
with Thomas and Hannah together that were a lot of fun. It was great to see them together. Jacqueline and I
have also taken a few trips together to explore some of the local wineries. There are quite a few vineyards in
the Lehigh Valley, but many are expensive for the quality of wine compared to imports. However, we are trying
to shop more locally and decided to take a trip out to Galen Glen whose wines we had tried before and liked.
We had a nice lunch and wine sampler there, outside enjoying the lovely views of the Pennsylvania Autumn.
We also passed a new vineyard (Weathered) on the way there and visited on our drive home. This was also
very nice, and we particularly liked their Frontenac Gris wine, a new grape varietal developed for colder climes.
Jacqueline has started her physiotherapy and is able to drive again. This week, she was also able to restart
quilting that had been a challenge as it was her ankle that she used to operate her sewing machine that was
broken. She can also walk a lot more, but her ankle gets sore quickly and the ice packs are still used daily. I
have had no further alarms and have largely resumed “normal pandemic life”. I still enjoy my daily walk,
although I have to be more cautious walking roads now that the nights have drawn in. I also bowl every other
week and have been doing quite well, with my average now 164. Sadly, our team is not, and we are firmly
bottom of the table.
Work is still busy, although I have started working from home again more. We have not taken any vacations this
year, so I still have quite a lot of PTO left over, so I have been taking most Fridays off. I am trying to work out
how I will manage this next month when my new Lab Technician starts. I am curious to see how next year’s
pans out, particularly conference season as I have already received a number of calls for papers.
Bethlehem Emergency Shelter successfully reopened earlier this month. The operation is, unsurprisingly, very
different to previous years, as the organization has adapted to meet local and state guidelines, as well as
finding ways to keep both volunteers and guests safe. The Cathedral volunteers had their first night just over a
week ago and I’m happy that it went very well. Guest numbers were fairly low although typical for this early in
the season and included a number of familiar faces. Sadly, we could only see them from behind a Perspex
screen, but it’s good to know they’re still OK.
The front cover may be familiar to those of you old enough to remember pre-digital and manual cameras,
especially the cheaper cameras where film jam and double exposures were common. This picture features your
editor aged fourteen battling with one of his first cameras on a Scout or Air Cadet trip to Wales. I can’t
remember much of the holiday, other than we climbed Cader Idris, and this photo of the hostel grounds with my
face trying to fix the camera superimposed over it. Jacqueline and I were searching through some of our oldest
photos recently when I found this. You may see more ancient pictures in issues to come.
It’s a fairly busy issue with quite a few games finishing this time and probably a few starting. I was not able to
finish my Burkina Faso RR map for this time, so those game-starts can wait until next time, but Richard’s
fabulous new map of Honduras is ready to go with two game-starts. My Lehigh Valley Bus Boss map is also
ready to play. Three players signed up to try Dice Forge so one more is needed. John, Richard, and Tom have
also been busy so please check their subzines for their new game offerings.
Finally, my congratulations to John Marsden and his team at ODE for winning the 2020 zine poll. The Pig once
again came second. Thanks also to Alex Richardson for running this once more. That’s all for now. Cheers.
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The 2020 Zine Poll Results
Here are the results from Alex Richardson. My thanks to everyone that voted for Variable Pig and my
congratulations to John Marsden for another win for ODE.

1) ODE 18.430
2) Variable Pig 17.365
3) Hopscotch 17.170
4) Dane's Games 16.845
5) Open Management 15.767
6) Minstrel 15.607
7) Where Is My Mind? 15.370
8) Devolution 14.677
9) ...mais n'est-ce pas la gare? 14.335
10) In Off The Post 14.230
11) Last Orders! 14.042
12) Fury Of The Northmen 14.004
13) Extra Time 12.230
14) Striker 11.647
15) Puma 11.570
16) Outbreak of Heresy 11.413
17) Ninety Minutes 11.327
18) Obsidian 10.760
19) To Win Just Once 10.704
20) Top Of The League 10.690
21) Ford Super League 9.033
22) Quartz 8.574
23) The Cunning Plan 8.158
24) Four Track Mainline 7.043
25) Gesundheit 6.730
26) Astradyne 6.573
27) Astro 4.370
The numbers are the combination of an Average Vote score (tweaked slightly this year to be the points/(number
of votes+1)) and a Preference Matrix ranking score. (I'm afraid that I don't have the space to go into more detail
right now but hope to do so at some point in the near future - perhaps around Christmas.)
Taking part in this little exercise were the following 60 people: Martin Abrahams, Steve Allen, Hank Alme, Bob
Blanchett, Stevo Brown, Charles Burrows, Peter Burrows, Colin Craven, Tony Dickinson, Jason Fazackarley,
Mark Firth, Andrew Fisher, Brian Frew, Robert Gingell, Hamish Hamilton, James Hardy, Ian Harris, Mick
Haytack, Chris Hibbert, Dave Hooton, John Hopkins, Tom Howell, Geoff Kemp, Steve Kendall, Nick Kinzett,
Martin Lambert, Des Langford, John Langley, Simon Langley-Evans, Kevin Lee, Robert Lesco, Andy Lischett,
Andrew MacAlister, John Marsden, Dane Maslen, John Miller, Mark Nelson, Arthur Owen, Ian Owen, Michael
Pargman, Ian Pendlebury, Mike Pollard, Hugh Polley, Jim Reader, Andrew Scott, Tony Sait, Carlos Moreno
Serrano, John Shelley, Paul Smith, Richard Smith, Steve Stephens, Jed Stone, Peter Sullivan, Graham
Thomas, Steve Thomas, Rob Thomasson, Roger Trethewey, Geoff Wilde, Richard Williams. (Oh, and me!)
Which must be getting on for a decent percentage of the zine gaming hobby - thank you all so much for getting
involved. I had a great time putting this together, even if there were moments when it felt as if I was never going
to escape from the Matrix, and I hope that you find the results interesting.

*****
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Letters
Carolyn Townsend
How are you doing now – I hope you are on the mend. How are Jacqueline and the
kids (I they are adults, but I still call my children “kids”

Jacqueline and I are both doing well. Jacqueline can now drive again, which helps a lot, and has
started physiotherapy which helps a lot. She was able to survive a walk round Easton Farmer’s
market today. I have had no more problems, although I continue to take my beta-blockers daily. The
kids are both doing well. Hannah moved to a new apartment recently which was a little stressful.
Mike Townsend
Andy York
happy.

Take care of yourselves and hope Jacqueline is back to full mobility soon,
That's great to hear Jacqueline is driving again. Independence once more, I'll bet she's

Jacqueline can now drive again, which definitely gives her more freedom. She is also able to get
around unaided and has started her physiotherapy. It’s going well although her ankles are definitely
sore after.
Murray Egan
WOW! Just getting around to reading the header of your Pig 183!!....I had no idea that
you were in the hospital/recovery for such a long time. Grateful that you made it through the surgery and
recovery ok. Do they have an idea what caused the 'super ventricular Tachycardia'? Or was this something
that usually follows a gall bladder surgery? I'm sure Thomas gets the gold star award for the
visits/shopping. I'll be praying for you mate that all continues to go well. Will you need to continue to wear the
heart monitor?? I'm guessing if you are able to bowl, you are likely not.

Jacqueline and I are both improving, although still much less energetic than you. I had an echo
cardiogram last Friday, but the initial report is that everything looks normal. I will next see the
Cardiologist in December, but the general view is that the SVT was probably bought on by the stress
of the gall bladder operation. Sadly, I am not as fit as you, although I have been making more effort
this year. The pandemic stopped my bi-weekly spin classes though, so it’s just the daily walks now.
Dane Maslen
Sorry to hear about your recent health problems. They sound quite scary. It's good to
discover though that the heart problem is one that is mostly harmless. Occasionally I feel what is presumably a
heart flutter superimposed on the normal regular beat. It only ever seems to last about a minute and causes
absolutely no symptoms, so I only detect it if I have an arm pressed against my chest at the time. I've been
ignoring it for at least the last couple of years on the grounds that it doesn't appear to be doing any harm, but I
probably ought to have it investigated, though not in the current environment.

The second incident in the hospital was definitely scary with so many Doctors and Nurses in my room,
although oddly I hadn’t felt anything. The Ward Nurse asked me if I had noticed anything as my
monitor alarm was going. I had noticed the feeling a few times before (it often comes across as
nervousness or anxiety) but always when I was alone, and the feeling passed after a short time.
Allan Stagg
Sorry to hear about your medical problems - the year just seems to keep throwing up
issues for you beyond the crazy things which are happening globally. Hopefully, your health will improve - are
on a cocktail of medicines at the moment? Incidentally one part of your report did cause me to raise my
eyebrows - when you described the first heart monitor as a pain in the arse, it did test my knowledge of human
anatomy.

No cocktail of drugs – just a small daily dose of a beta blocker. Thanks for the smile about the
monitor, which was located more logically.
John Marsden
Very sorry to hear about your health problems. Almost makes me feel guilty for being
so healthy at the moment. Almost! Anyway, hope you feel better soon.

It looks like it was a scare although they are planning a few more tests to be sure. I’m glad to hear
that you’re doing well – I hope that it continues.
Mike Townsend
Seems like you have really been through the wars. 210 BPM is pretty impressive for
someone of our age. I rarely hit above 170 BPM these days. Good that you got a diagnosis and hopefully they
can keep it in check.
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The only times I have really checked my heart rate was using an exercise bike, when I was trying to
keep it below 136, or the occasional Doctor’s visit. I’m paying a lot more attention now.
Andy York
Sorry to hear about the gallbladder issue, but glad it was a quick and easy fix. And it's
probably good the tachycardia happened in the hospital so it could be quickly investigated and addressed.

I’m also doing OK. I bought one of the new Apple Watches so I can keep my own track on how my
heart is doing, but there have been no problems since the hospital episode.
Andy York
Don't care much for those activity trackers, and definitely not sold with Apple products.
I keep track of my BP, taking it twice a day using the old inflatable arm monitor - it works for me. Glad that
you've had no more episodes with your heart since your release.

We’ve been Apple Users since 2004 when I bought an iPod before we moved to Japan. This was a
fantastic purchase as it worked perfectly (especially after Jacqueline spent hours uploading all our
CDs to the computer) and I used it almost every day. Choosing iPhones was an obvious next step as
we were familiar with Apple and all our music was set up in iTunes. I have resisted buying an Apple
Watch for a long time, but a friend mentioned the heart monitor functions as useful. I also asked the
cardiologist when we visited, and she said it would be helpful.
Steve Ham
I hope you are well, or at least as well as can be. I too have lost my gall bladder, mine
went in 2016 together with a rather large gall stone. I had to wait a few weeks for the operation, which was
painful, so I'm very impressed you had yours arranged for the following day. I'm not 100% certain that all the
talk of not noticing the departure of gall bladder has been true for me. Nothing worth worrying about but I'm
quite sure that my digestive system isn’t working in entirely the same way as it did when the gall bladder was
around. Nothing serious but enough to annoy.

Both Jacqueline and I are doing well. I was lucky to get treated so quickly, as Jacqueline also had to
wait some time. However, it took a long time for Jacqueline’s gall bladder issue to be diagnosed,
whereas the ultrasound detected my problem (and probably how bad it was) very quickly. I really
haven’t noticed any problems with my digestive system since the operation, except maybe some very
slight discomfort if I eat a really heavy or fatty meal, which doesn’t happen often. I have not changed
my diet. Sorry that you have not had the same experience.
Steve Ham
My complaint regarding digestive issues is relatively minor but I didn’t notice anything
for a couple of years after the operation. It might be another issue altogether.

It’s so hard to diagnose these problems. I’m glad that it’s only minor.
Michael Pargman
I'm glad you got treated so swiftly and I hope you feel much better now. As for myself,
the nurses are surprised that I have not felt any real side-effects for my treatment. It is like they can hardly
believe it. I am very thankful for that. Two days ago, I had a 6-month check-up with a full-body scan. I hope to
get positive feedback next week.

Glad to hear you continue to recover well – I hope the check-up was positive.
Andy York
Glad Jacqueline continues to improve. If there was a time to have it happen, C-19
lockdown was probably one of the best times (though not having it happen is better!).

Indeed – we certainly haven’t missed much.
Dane Maslen

On the plus aside at least you didn't catch anything unwelcome while in the hospital.

We still can’t avoid the hospital completely, although now it’s all outpatient visits. One of our
neighbours is a Heart Surgeon at one of the local hospitals and I talk him occasionally while I’m out
on a walk. The hospital achieved zero COVID hospitalizations for some time after the initial wave hit
Pennsylvania, but they do have cases again and are planning for more.
Andy York
And, since I'm at that point in the zine and the weekday report arrived a few minutes
ago, here's the latest on numbers in Austin:
Total Cases Austin/Travis County: 30,601 (+98 new cases today, being October 14)
Deaths in Travis County: 442 (no change from yesterday)
Currently Hospitalized: 89 (down 1 from yesterday)
7-day average hospital admissions: 14 per day (no change from yesterday) <-so one more was discharged than
admitted (see above number)
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Estimated Recoveries: 29,379
So, as you can see, there appears to be only about 1,232 active cases in a population of just under 1 million
(Austin metro population is a bit over 2 million). However, even with those numbers our medical director is
keeping bars closed. The Governor allowed them to open today (second attempt) at 50%, closing at 11p, but
only in counties where the medical director approves. A number of nearby counties did open up, but Austin is
standing pat for now. But, I'm sure some folks will travel to the nearby areas that are open, get infected and
import it back to the City.

Glad to hear that you’re doing well and that the pandemic situation remains stable in your area. The
situation in Pennsylvania is worsening although it still doesn’t seem too bad. Cases are on the rise in
Pennsylvania, although there seems a lot of noise in charts. I like the PA Coronavirus dashboard now,
which is well done. https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Cases.aspx
Andy York
Thanks for the link to the PA C-19 stats. Clicked on it, but never load. Suspect they
were updating data as it's about that time of day. I get my info from a recap sent on weekdays by the local NPR
station (the News one, not the Music).
http://view.email.kut.org/?qs=e0098d761c6493c78584a648f27d340073bca0363674e9576f419439117fbf49ff44
2ed4c776b348728939d5ace57687a508947c55087efb14884d7a60d3de2ba5c8554aa0fd118203192e5716ea36
5c
The daily newspaper also sends one out, but it is much less user friendly. Plus, the local evening news gives a
high- level recap of all the counties in central Texas for number of active cases. So, we are kept well informed if
we want to be.

I only found the link to the PA stats yesterday via my local news website wfmz.com. They always show
the highlights, so I hadn’t clicked on the more detailed link before. Thanks for your link – it’s also
pretty comprehensive and useful. I think the situation is getting worse in most States, although it still
varies from state to state. There still doesn’t seem to be much action taken or change here yet, unlike
Europe where lockdowns are returning rapidly. I wonder how bad it will have to get here before
action is taken.
Andy York
Regarding C-19, Texas finally tipped into the increasing column (I think only one is still
stable, as I recall from the radio while walking). Austin is still in a steady state for the most part, but there's been
an uptick in the panhandle (Lubbock and Amarillo - and, of course, they just opened the bars there).

El Paso has been making the news recently and not for good reasons.
Andy York
I also lucked out on my flu shot. Called my doctor's office yesterday to see what I could
do about getting one. They received them recently and I had three options - a drive-up clinic Saturday, schedule
a regular office visit (with an office fee charge) or do the walk-up flu clinic (same staff as an office visit, but only
the shot and no charge to me). Said I'll take the last option, the person replied that they were out of slots for the
day, but Friday was mostly open - pick a time. Had a show time of 1:05p with the shot scheduled for the 1:20
slot. Arrived on time, out the door before 1:15p - quick and easy, though my left arm is a bit sore.

I also had my flu shot. Evonik (and formerly Air Products) arranged to have this on-site, although they
always book up quickly. I got one of the last slots available, although they later arranged a second
day. It was also a nice event, as they also arranged for a food truck to come in, and both the truck and
flu shot station were outside, so it was also quite sociable (from a suitable distance). The perfect
weather helped.
Murray Egan
This week I am off to South Dakota to see my Dad. I hope that I can visit him and that
they won't be closing his retirement home down with the recent ramp in Covid cases.

Have a safe trip to South Dakota and hope that you are able to see your Dad. I’ve heard that South
Dakota has been pretty badly affected by the Covid 19 virus. How was the weather? I recall one of
your previous trips had some pretty grim weather.
Mike Townsend
So, we are in Lockdown #2 in England - although there is no evidence to suggest that
people are staying at home. I went for a bike ride today and the roads were pretty well as busy as normal.

No lockdown again in the US, although the situation is probably worse that Europe. It’s still not too
bad in Pennsylvania although the numbers are getting worse. Fortunately, Pennsylvania has plenty of
ICU beds currently, although there are increasing concerns about reaching capacity now.
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Allan Stagg
Here large swathes of the country are heading into more restrictions, with the threat of
a further national lockdown looming if things do not improve. The global figures do not look good, with most
European countries seeing increases in new cases and deaths. We are not expecting to do any travelling at
Christmas this year, mainly because our family meetups would exceed 6 people, which is the current limit.

The pandemic situation in the US continues to worsen and is probably not very different to Europe,
but a lockdown is probably impossible here. I can’t imagine how bad it would have to get for a
lockdown to be enforceable in the US. We are not sure how to plan for either Christmas or
Thanksgiving.
Bob Pitman
And I forgot... the long Covid stuff is still being a pain. It’s hard to describe but there’s a
feeling of being breathless like an asthma attack but it isn’t... if I can get past 3 miles on a run it seems to
disappear and I am back to how I used to run (not a great runner but not the hard struggle for the first few miles
I currently experience). I do lack pace control which doesn’t help and I am still doing the breathing exercises
which the occupational therapist has given me (one of which is quite difficult even though I’ve been breathing
for over 60 years now
). Noel noticed that my eyes were red and bloodshot after Mondays yoga/tai chi and I
had noticed that any chest compressing exercise felt difficult, so there’s a lack of O2 getting around my body
and I still haven’t worked out what triggers the condition... I tried taking daily antihistamines which seemed to
work for a while, maybe I should restart them!

I don’t think I could run three miles so you’re still doing better than me. I did walk five miles this
afternoon though. It’s worth thinking about antihistamines as there are different allergens this time of
year. I usually need them in October.
Bob Pitman
Today was the last day in the gym, lockdown starts in a few ours but (and I haven’t
read the rules but Noeleen seems to have a good handle on them) it sounds like a less restrictive version of
March. As I sit here people have moved up their bonfire / Guy Fawkes night parties, fireworks are going off, our
cat is under the bed, we always hope no debris plummets into our car, but it’s not rocket in a milk bottle
anymore. You need a bank loan to afford a rocket and bangers are history. I haven’t seen any Penny for the
Guys being done this year at all.

We miss Guy Fawkes nights and the parties we used to host back in Stalybridge. There was still
competition to find bigger and better fireworks even back then.
Carolyn Townsend
Life is still somewhat interesting and even complicated. Lockdown is upon us yet
again, but you would not know it based on the activity of some people / businesses. For example, Rachel could
not buy a note pad for her university studies from Tesco in Wales, but I can buy a mirror for the bathroom in the
English lockdown. Which is more important I ask myself? The roads are busy and there are lots of people out
and about. I can’t pop down to M&S now, but I can book up to visit them later today!!!! Now the world has gone
mad culling the minx population. Dare I mention the UK govts with their individual rules and policies – I can’t
have a drink with a meal inside, but I can if I sit outside in the freezing cold. As for American politic – what can I
say. At least there is Christmas to look forward to.

I heard about the new lockdown on the BBC (I still use the website for news) and my Dad. I also heard
about some of the strange rules for shopping, but it’s hard to follow the details. The situation here is
equally confusing, but no lock down. You can eat in restaurants, but you can only have a drink in a
bar if you also order some food. The capacity rules also vary as do closing times, which I think
changed recently. We still don’t go out much, although the weather has been so nice recently (Indian
summer) that we have enjoyed lunch out the past two days.
Michael Pargman
As for Covid19 and Sweden, it seems like Sweden is having phases different to all
other countries. But after having four months of low figures, the number of infected are on the rise now. The
large numbers are due to the increased testing. In the spring, testing was only done on people with symptoms
arriving at hospitals. Now the number of tests has increased to 200 000 tests per week (that is 2% of the
population). The infected are mostly younger, but the latest statistics tell that it is still the old and weak with
underlying diseases. Only 10% of those that died in September and October were younger than 70.

I think that trend is fairly consistent with other countries.
Michael Pargman
About two weeks ago two regions gave local stricter regulations to try to stop the
spread. Today, there are only four regions that have not any local restrictions. It has affected me only because
the chess club has again cancelled all live activities and the whole league season has now been cancelled.
Besides that, I am still working from home, playing some tennis and not much more.
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I have barely seen my tennis and badminton partners since March. We started playing badminton
again in the winter and were really enjoying it.
Andy York
Regarding masks and the statement "Maybe we'll even get MAGA masks one day...",
they are out there in various designs and colours. Wearing masks, and properly, is at about 90+% overall.
There are some who still wear them below the nose or fewer still that protect only their chins or go maskless,
but in a given "errand" day the count might get to 10, but mostly just around a handful. Unfortunately, there are
a few who are very vocal about you wearing a mask or avoiding walking near the maskless, but I only run
across them once a week or so.

I will be very glad when the election is over and the incessant advertising finishes. I won’t miss all the
posters either, particularly some of the more offensive ones that I spot occasionally.
Allan Stagg
Wishing you both a speedy recovery from the things that have been plaguing you. I
could also send the same wishes to the USA, but that might count as outside interference in the democratic
process.

According to both sides, there has been plenty of that.
Brendan Whyte

Happy Re-election Of Trump Day!

I think you meant “Happy Continuation of Political Paralysis in the US Day” didn’t you?
Andy York
Early voting started yesterday in Texas. I wasn't looking forward to it, news had shots
of long lines and waits of a few hours. However, this morning, one of my walking routes goes by a new early
voting station and, surprisingly, no line. I was in and out in under 10 minutes. I'm guessing that it wasn't due to
folks not voting, but likely that folks didn't realize they could vote at the location.

My impression here is that early voting isn’t usually too bad, but the lines get longer through the day.
Andy York
As for the elections, my email inbox is overrun. So, just like you I'll be glad when it is
over (hopefully without any run-offs). Glad that I don't have to pay attention any more with my vote cast.

Oddly, I don’t get too many emails, but plenty of regular mail reminders to register and vote.
Steve Ham
We are, of course, waiting for the result of the US elections and to see what
repercussions there will be. I still find it hard to believe the result of the Brexit referendum so I'm not discounting
any result. It seems unlikely to be fully sorted in the next 24 hours so there should be interesting TV this week.

The US election rumbles on and the legal battles have started. I do not think the final result is looking
very good as the entrenched divisions remain in the legislature (Republicans control the Senate and
the Democrats the House, both with reduced majorities) so whoever is President will struggle to make
things happen. However, at least I can listen to the TV and radio again.
Steve Ham

All eyes on Pennsylvania? Or is it just a small number of counties now?

I still don’t know why the counting was so slow and still under review. I suspect it is the two main
cities of Pittsburgh and Philadelphia, which is why the vote shifted to Biden. I was also bemused by
the slowness of Nevada to complete their count, as this is not a populous state. The oddest result to me
was Georgia, which is usually firmly Republican. I wonder if the vote was affected by the Republican
Governor who has aggressively and vocally resisted efforts to control the pandemic. I think the
situation has improved there. The two Senate seats in Georgia are still not decided.
Bob Pitman
Its election night for the USA... I think voting is still open at the time of writing and I find
myself afraid to hope that the electorate / electoral college will dump the Trump, afraid to hope because if you
hope the abyss of despair on the other side is very deep and very dark and 4 years long. It’s as bad as election
night here and it’s not even my country! Pennsylvania seems to be a major “battleground” according to the UK /
BBC pundits. I have everything crossed... that the election brings change of President and that it goes off
peacefully. US is looking a bit like it has a third world banana republics political system at the moment. Some of
the stuff coming out of the incumbent is pretty disgraceful and I could guess that the script is being written by
some authoritarian autocrat in another less likable country.

Election night is over but the battle rumbles on. All this is set against a backdrop of the worsening
pandemic which seemed to be forgotten during the election.
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Michael Pargman
The last month the US election has overshadowed Covid19 in the news. It's been on
TV day and night and we stand perplexed and sad at what is happening, and it's really scary when you hear so
many "normal" citizens tell of their fear of what they think might happen, like the US turning into Venezuela. I
am afraid that this sentiment will stay on no matter what will happen.

The loudest voices tend to be the ones with the most extreme opinions and, of course, these are the
most newsworthy. The election has been very divisive, but the majority of Americans still manage to
get along.
Murray Egan
As for COVID here in Chicago land, restaurants are now only open to 25 people, and
with the latest surge in numbers, perhaps they are going to be closed. I truly thought that after the election, the
liberals would open everything up right away... As it turns out, it caused dancing street parties in Chicago (with
no masks), and they stopped rioting for the moment, so that is all good.

I do not expect the Liberals to open anywhere quickly, but there were lots of celebrations in the cities
which will probably lead to further spikes of infections.
Bob Pitman
Slightly less than 12 hours after my letter email and my fears about Trump rallying his
vote look as if they weren’t unfounded, but (touch wood) Biden looks as if he has a lead in the Electoral college
as well as a nice one in the popular vote. I’m relaxing a little... as someone said Trump might be ejected with a
WI MI PA (I’ll get my coat). Not happy yet but the Orange one looks as if he is beaten and losing his residency
at Pennsylvania Avenue and so far without an anticipated rightist violent backlash.

It's still not over and I don’t think it will be until mid-January.
Mike Townsend
You were right about Pennsylvania being a key state in the election! It has been quite
hypnotic to observe it all from a very safe distance. Just could not happen like that in Blighty - waiting until all
votes have been counted (but doing it quickly) seems like a more sensible approach to me. It also does seem a
bit odd with the all or nothing College approach. As I write Pennsylvania is just declared and I hope that Trump
will eventually give in to the inevitable. Biden seems quite conciliatory to me although there are concerns that
he cares way more about Ireland than the UK which could cause some problems over this side of the pond.

No surprise about Pennsylvania being a key swing state, as it has 19 electoral college votes and
regularly shifts between parties. Most States assign their electoral college votes to one candidate, but
not all – I think Maine and Nebraska are the exceptions, splitting their votes based on the votes in
their State. This makes little difference in the grand scheme as both are low population states with few
votes. The electoral map of Pennsylvania is also pretty typical of the country – mostly Republican with
strong Democrat support in the cities and urban areas. Moving on to happier topics….
Murray Egan
Nothing so exciting here. I did have hike to the bottom of the Grand Canyon. Very
picturesque, I highly recommend it, but training is a must. One of the younger nurses who joined us was not
able to complete the task to the Colorado river, and had to pull up short.

Congratulations on the Canyon Hike. I hope you had a lot of fun. Certainly not surprised about the
training as it can’t be an easy hike. I’m still waiting to see the pictures on Facebook,
Dane Maslen
I envy Murray Egan for his planned trek down into and back up out of the Grand
Canyon. If I ever compiled a bucket list, it would be one of the items on it, but I'm sure I'll never do it. For one
thing I doubt that I shall ever take a holiday outside of Europe in the future.

The Grand Canyon is very impressive and well worth a visit. We went there some time ago, when we
stayed in Arizona, but I would like to visit from Utah. There are a lot of National Parks there that I’d
like to see.
Dane Maslen
I visited it back in 1990, first the North Rim and then a few several days later the South
Rim. I have absolutely no recollection of what I did at the North Rim, but I do remember walking down from the
South Rim for about an hour.
On my way through Utah to where I was planning to stay (which was probably Kanab)
before visiting the North Rim I was so impressed by the general scenery that omitting Bryce Canyon National
Park from my itinerary would be a very bad idea, so I stayed a couple of nights in Kanab. Bryce Canyon was
very good.

We planned to take a week touring Utah a couple of years ago but had to cancel. It’s still high on the
list of places we’d like to visit.
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Mike Townsend
We have managed to do pretty well with holidays getting a good number of breaks over
the Summer / Autumn with the highlight definitely being 10 days in Scotland in October (Isle of Mull and
Ullapool). Awesome hiking and majestic views. We were pretty lucky with the weather and bagged our 11th
Calendar Challenge photo which had seemed pretty unlikely. Last one is in South Wales which is still currently
in its own lockdown with no travel from England allowed and only 5 miles for the Welsh (I reckon we should find
a window before the end of the year as it can be done on a day trip and we can visit Rachel at the same
time). The barbed fish (Nicola Sturgeon) announced new Covid rules just before we went to Scotland which
wiped out a planned stopover in Edinburgh but did give us an extra night in Ullapool. In the end not too much
hardship - you were not allowed to eat inside after 6:00 pm and no alcohol inside at all. In Mull we had Airbnb
with a very nice kitchen so no bother, and in Ullapool it worked pretty well (needed lots of layers) at well
organised pubs with marquees / terraces. We had a very long drive back from Ullapool in one day with only
very short stops.

Great to hear about your holidays. We have not gone anywhere since March and definitely no
vacation. I am now taking Fridays off to use up my PTO as I can’t carry much over. I’d really like to
get away, but there is little we could do until Jacqueline is more mobile. It sounds like you had better
weather than I did the last time I went to Scotland for the Crets holiday.
Mike Townsend

A9 is a nice road except that you have 136 miles of Average Speed Cameras!

I remember the A9 from business trip to Aberdeen many years ago – I’d never seen so many speed
cameras on a single stretch of road. Average speed cameras must have come later, although I’m
familiar with them from the A120 Harwich to Colchester road. They take some getting used to.
Allan Stagg
After our weekend in Dorset in August, we had a week in Ilfracombe at the start of
September. The weather was reasonable for the time of the year, with only one wet day, which saw us walking
from Lynmouth to Watersmeet. We visited the National Carriage Museum at Arlington Court, and the RHS
gardens at Rosemoor, which were very impressive. We went to Woolacombe a couple of times, and Julie
managed to do some surfing. We also discovered some good restaurants during a couple of unplanned
visits. So that counts as our main holiday for the year - not the sun-drenched holiday that we normally take, but
the best we could do in the circumstances.

It’s good to hear that you were able to have a vacation; it sounds like you had a great time.
Chris Hibbert
We did go to Arizona. It was a relaxing trip, as we saw no one, and barely had access
to the net. It was sufficient to check email, but pretty sketchy for browsing. It's almost an hour on a bouncy dirt
road to the highway and an hour from there to anywhere, so we didn't leave our friend's place the whole week
we were there.

Glad to hear that you had a good time in Arizona. It sounds like a very enjoyable break. The night
skies must have been fabulous.
Chris Hibbert
Most of the time the skies were clear enough and dark enough for good star gazing.
Occasionally, smoke from California or southern Arizona made the skies dim to where they were merely better
than we're used to. It's been a while since I've been able to walk outside and immediately see the Milky Way.
We saw some galaxy clusters with binoculars and identified more constellations than I remember. The biggest
surprise to me was that naked eye satellites are no longer a thing. 20 years ago, I would lay awake in my
sleeping bag, and expect to see a few satellites every hour. We didn't see any while we were there. Apparently
all those satellites have been de-orbited and replaced with satellites in higher orbits.

The last time I remember seeing the Milky Way unaided was visiting Laoag in Northern Luzon with my
parents, many years ago. I’m sure I must have seen it since then, but I can’t recall when.
Andy York
Speaking of the California fires, we had a little bit of it here. But, we usually have much
more due to clear burning in Brazil and Yucatan, plus Saharan dust at times.

We also had some haze created by the Californian fires a few weeks ago. I think there were two
distinct smoke bands, one to the South through the Plains and one across the North. Fortunately, no
fires though.
Chris Hibbert
The smoke has abated, and I've been rolling blading again. And this week, my sand
doubles volleyball group got together again for the first time since February. We'll be playing again this
weekend.

Also good to hear that the smoke is finally clearing and that you can restart roller blading and
volleyball. I’m still limited to my daily walks – 5 miles today.
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Murray Egan
Glad that you are still out pounding the pavement on those walks. Walking IS the most
underrated sport there is. Keep it up and you will get back to fit in no time.

Still going – 4.5 miles yesterday although walking on the roads is getting a little harder as the nights
draw in.
Bob Pitman
Here the clocks have gone forward, and the winter is chill and damp. We go into
Lockdown on Thursday... the only good bit to come out of all this is that I like running in the cooler weather (I
have nice merino underarmour!) and the gym is closing making more time available for actually going out
running... sometimes the tai chi, yoga and fitness for over 50s classes break up the day too much to make the
time either side pretty useless for heading out for any distance. Noel has said she wants to get the walking
boots on so I can show her some of the off-road trails I run, which I would enjoy.

The clocks went back one week after the UK as usual, creating the usual confusion with the different
time zone difference for one week. I love the 6am meetings! It’s quite a nice day here today, but it was
cold and damp for much of last week with a couple of good frosts. The main change though is that my
evening walk is now pretty dark.
Brad Martin
winter.

28C today - so warming up. But still pleasant after a drier and warmer than average

It’s definitely autumn here now.
David Cowie

Adapted from a graphic that I saw on YouTube:
Fahrenheit: 0: very cold, 100: rather hot.
Celsius: 0: rather cold, 100: dead.
Kelvin: 0: dead, 100: dead.

I think the water temperature in Bullshead Lane were rated on your Kelvin scale, at least according to
the Crets who lived there, and we were never known to exaggerate.
Andy York
Regarding your question about hurricane season, it generally runs through November.
But this year it began early (usually is tabbed as beginning in June) and very well could end up running a bit
later as this is an unusual season. I'm sure you've seen we've had another one (Delta) just miss Texas and my
friend in Beaumont. Louisiana is taking a beating, but it's good they're hitting in lower population areas with
marsh land buffers rather than direct hits on New Orleans.

Thanks for information about hurricane season. I did read that it was unusual to have to use Greek
letter names and that Delta was approaching Louisiana. Hopefully, the season is nearly finished.
Bob Pitman
Our cat is hating the weather change too... for a while between end of summer and the
cold nights we would let her bully us into leaving the lounge garden doors open a crack but it’s got too cold for
that now so the doors stay frustratingly closed or she actually has to go outside which is cold and she doesn’t
like it... CATS!!

We don’t allow our cats out – there are too many local predators. Our main concern are the birds of
prey as we regularly get hawks, vultures and eagles resting in the tall trees nearby.
Chris Hibbert
The Sharks gave us the choice of not attending games this season while keeping our
seats. The NHL is currently planning to start up the season in January, though there are no schedules or other
details yet. Janet and I decided that we would skip the season. Even if there is a vaccine in a few months,
there's no reason to expect that they'll handle distribution well or quickly. We'll get some kind of subscription to
TV or an NHL network, and watch games from our living room, presuming that the games aren't mostly blacked
out. As far as I can tell from reading the terms, most home games are not accessible via the NHL feed. We are
not TV watchers, and it's unlikely that we could stand to watch many games with commercials interrupting every
little bit.

The subscription TV option for sports seems to have taken off. I haven’t taken up the subscription for
any Aldershot games so far, although I still follow the highlights. The time isn’t great as I like to go to
the Farmers Markets on Saturday mornings, but I might give a try when the weather turns nasty. I
wish you success watching the Sharks and hopefully you can attend live next season (a bit like I’m
hoping to see the Iron Pigs next year).
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Andy York
Baseball is wrapping up an overall OK year, considering. On the TV is game 4 of the
ALCS, which I fully expect to be Houston's last game of the year at this point (at least based on their
performance the last three games). Hopefully, things will be sufficiently sorted by next year so we can have a
more normal season that includes the minor league games.

I think that the MLB did very well to get a successful season in with all the challenges. It was a shame
about the Minor Leagues though.
Andy York
the ACLS.

All is well, quiet for the most part and watching to see if the Astros can pull out to win

Sadly no, but at least they made the playoffs.
Allan Stagg
Bowling is still out - the current restrictions mean that only one family bubble of up to 6
people can bowl on a lane. This means that League bowling is not possible. I did have a couple of practice
sessions when the Alley wanted to test their machines and procedures before re-opening, but it just showed me
how out of practice I am.

Bowling personally has gone quite well as I’m averaging 164, which is my personal best, although it
should go down after Tuesday’s disaster. However, our team is firmly at the bottom of the table with
three wins in 28 games
.
Andy York
On the convention front here in Texas, for the most part the ones I go to have been
cancelled through next March. The next one on the books is at the end of May (a regional Mensa gathering).
There is one virtual convention over Thanksgiving I'm hoping to join in as the virtual cons I've gone to have
been decent, but nowhere near as nice as in-person events.

I’ve seen a lot of call for papers from my usual technical conferences recently, although most
acknowledge that they do not know how these will operate. The more professional shows seem to have
managed OK, but the local Coating Society conferences have suffered. I recorded presentations for
two shows, but still have not checked in to watch them.
David Cowie
Over the last few weeks I've been playing a new video game called Genshin Impact,
which has an anime-like art style. It's a fun game and I like the art style (I would like it more if more people had
chins and noses, but that's anime for you), but the best thing about it is that it's FREE!
Question: how do the developers get paid for their work if it's free?
Answer: gambling. By playing the game you generate gems, which can be traded in for
the chance to obtain better weapons and characters Four-Star items have a one in ten chance of dropping, but
five-star items are one in ninety, and you'll soon use up all your gems if you try rolling for five stars. OR you can
spend real money for more gems. The game has been out for about a month now, and some maniacs have
already blown thousands of dollars on it. (Mentally disturbed? Rich? Both? Who knows)? These men are known
as "whales", and I salute them, because they paid for my game.

Glad to hear that you’re spending the new lockdown on personal improvement
. I was never a big
video game player so haven’t come across this game, but there are quite a lot of phone games that
make money through in-game purchases. Gambling seems to be a winning idea.
Bob Pitman
We’ve just finished “tales From The Loop” which was charming entertainment with an
edge (the soundtrack is on Spotify and if you are looking for something to close your eyes and relax to have a
listen)... and I finished Mr Robot. I’m OK with the ending but it seems to change the whole direction of the 4
series over the course of the last 3 or 4 episodes, I don’t know if it got cancelled and the loose ends had to tied
up or whether the ending was the one always imagined by the writers, I think Richard S also found the ending
“unsatisfying”. I have no idea quite what White Roses machine was actually for (I thought I knew then it turns
out I didn’t) and that seems like a big missing bit of puzzle. Buffy the vampire Slayer and Angel are being
reshown on UK E4, haven’t finished “Condor” yet – 1 episode to go but it’s been good so far... Rubicon was a
really good “intelligence” series, a real puzzler that didn’t get past season 1 but worth a watch if you like thinking
scriptwriting!

As usual, I don’t know any of the programs that you mentioned, other than possibly hearing the
names. We binge watched our way through the new season of Fargo this week (at least as far as it has
gone) but have been largely watching old movies lately where we can skip the endless political
advertising. We should look for some new series to try.
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Andy York
Regarding your comments about 2020, search the internet for Ben Folds song "2020"
he wrote and released in June. It's now a bit out of date, but a very apt review of the first half of the year.

Thanks for the suggestion - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4znKUAMFY9A
Bob Pitman
My record deck came back and although its running well the new motor won’t change
speeds so there was some additional electronics in the old one that sorted out 33 and 45, so the end result is I
have kept the spare (with its speed change by button) while we sort out a new deck, then find a new home for
the “repaired” deck. The craftsman who tried to fix it thought he’d found a replacement from China but it was
missing the jiggery-pokery inside the motor housing, he spent a fair amount of time on it and wouldn’t charge for
the labour as it didn’t result in a 100% fix. I shall use him again if needed!

Good craftsmen like that are hard to find. Good luck getting it fixed.
Bob Pitman
Don’t know if there will be another Pig before Christmas but if there is then please wish
all the zine players a great Christmas (in the face of trying times), I hope everyone and their loved ones stay
safe and can get together to enjoy the season... and may 2021 be kinder to us all, I can’t see how it could be
worse for anyone!

Thanks Bob. Richard, John, Tom, and I agreed the timing of this issue so we could at least get another
deadline in before Christmas, although I expect next issue will come out in early 2021.
Steve Ham
Could you add me to your RR Honduras game? I had one night in San Pedro Sula,
over 20 years ago, before a week on the Bay Islands. San Pedro seemed a crazy place but Roatan was
wonderful.

I have not visited Central America, other than Mexico and a brief stopover in Panama Airport. Costa
Rica appears to be the place most recommend visiting.
Bob Pitman
I’ve done my orders... but I’ll send them later. I keep changing my builds on the Pern
map! It only 10 units and it’s probably a sign that I shouldn’t build anything... but that network builder in me just
keeps wanting just a little more and Richard already has a very good-looking line so I should save my money!

My sympathies about the RR builds – I know the problem. It’s a tricky map so knowing when to stop
building is probably important.
Steve Guest
(re. China RR map) Took a while to analyse the map as far as I did (and certainly not
exhaustively). And the first time I’ve had to Sellotape two halves of A4 together for decades as I’ve had access
to an A3 printer at work for so long.

Old school gaming
Michael Pargman
Sorry about late orders. This time I finished with the games in time and then it was just
comments to the letters, that just did not get written. I have been working too much lately and fallen asleep on
the couch in the evenings instead of finishing this.

Working from home has definitely made it harder to maintain a good work – life balance.
Natalie Amery
As I was just saying to Richard, I appear not to have noticed the Pig coming out;
probably a combination of it being released on my birthday and the endless March we find ourselves in.

No problem – I have plenty of games to GM and will always send reminders. Until next time….

*****

By Popular Demand
Round Ten – Letter O
1. An animal: Otter (6), Ox (5), Orang-Utan (3), Ostrich (2): Opossum, Ocelot, Okapi and Octopus all score 1.

How many people will answer questions one and two with the same answer? There was a wide
spread of answers for this one.
2. A bird: Owl (16), Ostrich (3) and Osprey scores 1.

When I set the question, I was thinking of either Owl or Osprey. How many more will people find?
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3. A city or town: Oxford (10), Oslo (2), Orlando (2), Omsk (2): Ottawa, Ouagadougou, Osaka, and Oldham all
score 1

Lots to choose from – I’ll go for the beautiful capital of Norway, although I have been to Ottawa
(also very nice) more recently.
4. A shape: Oval (7), Octagon (7) and Oblong (6).

Intentionally vague question – I suspect that eights might feature strongly here.
5. A river in Russia: Ob (15) and Oka (4)

Wikipedia lists 13 rivers in Russia beginning with O.
6. A boy’s name: Oliver (15), Oscar (3): Owen and Ozzie both score 1

I’m not sure if this was my original idea, but a discussion about musicals came up recently at
work. I have always enjoyed “Oliver”.
Player

Animal

Bird

City

Shape

Boys Name

Oblong

River in
Russia
Ob

Martin
Walker
John Walker

Ostrich

Owl

Oxford

Ox

Owl

Oslo

Octagon

Ob

Oliver

Dane Maslen

Ox

Owl

Oxford

Octagon

Ob

Oscar

Steve Guest

Otter

Owl

Oxford

Octagon

Ob

Oliver

Mike Pollard

Orang-Utan

Ostrich

Oxford

Oblong

Ob

Oliver

Michael
Pargman
Roger
Trethewey
Steve Ham

Octopus

Owl

Oxford

Oval

Ob

Oliver

Ostrich

Owl

Oxford

Oblong

Oka

Oliver

Otter

Owl

Ottawa

Oval

Ob

Oliver

Allan Stagg

Orang-Utan

Owl

Oxford

Oblong

Ob

Oliver

Richard
Smith
Bob Gingell

Orang-Utan

Ostrich

Ouagadougou

Octagon

Ob

Oliver

Okapi

Owl

Oxford

Oval

Ob

Oliver

Brendan
Whyte
Brad Martin

Ocelot

Ostrich

Omsk

Oblong

Ob

Oliver

Otter

Owl

Omsk

Octagon

Ob

Owen

Andrew York

Otter

Owl

Osaka

Oval

Oka

Oscar

Jacqueline
Reader
Chris Hibbert

Otter

Osprey

Orlando

Octagon

Oka

Oliver

Ox

Owl

Oxford

Oval

Ob

Oliver

Murray Egan

Ox

Owl

Orlando

Oval

Oka

Ozzie

Doug Kent

-

-

-

-

-

-

Tom Howell

Opossum

Owl

Oxford

Oval

Ob

Oscar

Arthur Owen

Ox

Owl

Oldham

Octagon

-

Oliver

Otter

Owl

Oslo

Oblong

Ob

Oliver

MY
CHOICES

Oliver

(64)
585
(60)
571
(57)
559
(69)
557
(52)
528
(64)
521
(53)
515
(60)
509
(65)
497
(44)
485
(64)
482
(42)
442
(47)
439
(37)
425
(35)
422
(68)
410
(35)
404
(35)
397
(52)
385
(44)
382
(60)
445
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Congratulations to Martin Walker
Game End Statement are welcome
Players Comments
Mike Pollard
For round 10 of By Popular Demand - your first category is an animal starting with the letter "O". Did you mean
animal as opposed to mammal? I'm only thinking that birds are animals, but you've already got birds in the
second category....

As with most BPD games, the questions are open to interpretation so there is no definite answer. A
species of mammal would be an acceptable answer as mammals are a subset of animals, distinguished
by two main features – females producing milk and being warm blooded. Mammals are the only
animals with hair or hair like skin. Most mammals have larger and more developed brains than other
animals and they tend to be more protective of their young. Reptiles and amphibians are also animal
classes. Another bird would also be OK.
Fair enough, thanks Jim! TBH, I made the mistake of doing the bird first, then of course the same answer was
in my mind for the animal. For animals, I was also tempted by Ostrich, Otter, Okapi and Octopus. For birds, we
have a lot of local interest for Ospreys, but I wasn't too sure how much they'd spring into other people's
minds. Owl might be a contender. The city/town is very tough when it can be anywhere in the world. If it had
to be a capital, I'd definitely go for Oslo. Another possible might be Ottawa. But assuming most UK players will
start at home, surely it has to be Oxford?
Andy York
1 - Otter (Opossum?)
2 - Owl (Oriole is the first I thought of, then came Osprey and Owl)
3 - Osaka (Oklahoma City, Ottawa and Oakland were the only other ones that came to mind, plus I'm sure
there's an Oneida out there somewhere)
4 - Oval (that'd better score well)
5 - Oka (could not think of at all, looking it up seems I have a 50-50 shot with Oka or Ob
6 - Oscar (or Oliver, but Oscar came to mind first)
Tom Howell
Interesting round: Not a bad score for tail-end-Charlie, here. Of the twenty of us playing, only three made more
points than me last time and I had two one-pointers. "How bout that?"
1) Opossum <- the first one I thought of, but then otter occurred to me. I probably should change, but I'm not
going to. Also: ocelot and okapi. I thought about octopus... Well? It is an animal; more properly considered a
mollusc, but not a fish. How many octopi do you think we'll get?
2) Owl. Don't think there are many candidates here; not that I did an extensive search. Ostrich occurred to me
immediately after owl and might be a better bet. Nevertheless, I'm going with my owls: we have pygmy and
barred owls here. I also have a (second hand) osprey story and noticed ovenbird in my city search. Speaking
of which, ...
3) Oxford <- Initially, not a one came to mind, so I got out a reference book. Came up with 40 (forty, count
'em) cities whose names begin with an 'O'. [ One has an umlaut; does that disqualify it? ] I'm going with the Brit
connection here. I'm guessing Oxford will get most of the points and all the rest- OR none - will score very
high.
4) oval <- others, of course, but what's not to like about ovals?
5) Ob <- short (lexicographically speaking), sweet and the first alphabetically.
6) Oscar <- short list, but I like this one.
Dane Maslen
Other than for the sixth category those were the first answers I thought of. For the second through fifth
categories I see no good reason to try thinking of any alternative, but for the first it could be that orangutan will
prove more popular.
Bob Gingell
Some of these I can only think of one answer. For questions 1 and 3 Orangutan and Osaka seem good
alternatives, but we will see what the others think. In any event I cannot see Martin and John losing their
leading positions.
Brendan Whyte
Omsk (but will it be pipped by Oslo or Osaka or Otorohanga?
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By Fairly Popular Demand
Time for another game – I was tempted to try “By Contrary Demand” where the least popular answer scores the
points of the most popular answer and so on, but I suspect this may be too difficult to GM. We’ll return to the By
Fairly Popular Demand variant where normal scoring is used except the most popular answer will score ZERO.
The questions for round 1 are
1. Something commonly found in a bedroom
2. Something commonly found in a kitchen
3. Something commonly found in a living room
4. Something commonly found in a shed
5. Something commonly found in a garden
6. Something commonly found in an office

*****

Lyric Quiz
Game Sixteen – Round One of Five
The theme for this round was European towns or cities. The very odd link between songs 5 and 6 is that the
songwriter had not seen or visited the location that the song was about. “It’s A Long Way to Tipperary” was
written in Stalybridge where we used to live and there was a plaque to commemorate it. I had no idea about
“Wonderful Copenhagen” until I looked up the song.
1) “We walked in the cold air, Freezing breath on a window pane, Lying and waiting” (80s)
“Vienna” by Ultravox
John Hopkins, Richard Smith, Dane Maslen, Brendan Whyte, Steve Guest, Martin Walker, David Cowie
2) “Give me one good reason, Why I should never make a change, And baby if you hold me, Then all of this will
go away” (2010s)
“Budapest” by George Ezra
Once again, my attempt to include a modern song fails dismally.
3) “Watching every motion In my foolish lover's game” (80s)
“Take My Breath Away” by Berlin
John Hopkins, John Walker, Richard Smith, Dane Maslen, Murray Egan, Steve Guest, Martin Walker, Michael
Pargman
4) “So how could I ever refuse, I feel like I win when I lose” (70s)
“Waterloo” by ABBA
John Hopkins, Richard Smith, Dane Maslen, Murray Egan, Steve Guest, Martin Walker, David Cowie,
Jacqueline Reader, Michael Pargman
5) “I sailed up the Skagerrak, And sailed down the Kattegat, Through the harbour and up to the quay, And there
she stands waiting for me” (50s)
“Wonderful Copenhagen” by Danny Kaye
John Hopkins, Brendan Whyte (song only), Steve Guest (song only)
6) “To the sweetest girl I know! Goodbye Piccadilly! Farewell Leicester Square!” (10s)
“It’s A Long Way to Tipperary” by Jack Judge and Harry Williams
John Hopkins, Richard Smith (song only), Dane Maslen (song only), Brendan Whyte, Steve Guest (song only),
David Cowie, Jacqueline Reader (song only)
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7) “If Joan of Arc, Had a heart, Would she give it as a gift, To such as me” (80s)
“Maid of Orleans” by Orchestral Manoeuvres in the Dark
John Hopkins (song only), Dane Maslen, Brendan Whyte, Steve Guest, Martin Walker, David Cowie,
Jacqueline Reader, Michael Pargman (band only)
8) “And everyone is blonde, And everyone is beautiful, And when blondes and beautiful are multiple, They
become so dull and dutiful” (90s)
“Rotterdam or Anywhere” by The Beautiful South
John Hopkins
9) “So how can you tell me you're lonely, And say for you that the sun don't shine” (60s)
“Streets of London” by Ralph McTell
John Hopkins, Richard Smith, Dane Maslen, Brendan Whyte, Steve Guest, Martin Walker, David Cowie,
Jacqueline Reader
10) “We all came out to Montreux, On the Lake Geneva shoreline” (70s)
“Smoke on the Water” by Deep Purple
John Walker, Richard Smith, Murray Egan, Steve Guest, Martin Walker, David Cowie, Jacqueline Reader,
Michael Pargman

Scores
John Hopkins
Steve Guest
Martin Walker
David Cowie
Richard Smith
Dane Maslen
Brendan Whyte
Jacqueline Reader
Michael Pargman
Murray Egan
John Walker
Tom Howell
Chris Hibbert

15 (15)
15 (15)
13 (13)
12 (12)
11 (11)
11 (11)
10 (10)
9 (9)
7 (7)
6 (6)
4 (4)
0 (0)
0 (0)

Comments
John Hopkins
"Wonderful Copenhagen", sung by Danny Kaye (quite liked him, but felt that he was over-rated, predominantly
by himself)
"It's a Long Way to Tipperary", sung by the British Army
"Maid of Orleans", sung by Je n'ai aucune idée
"Rotterdam or Anywhere", sung by Beautiful South (took me a few years to appreciate them, but when I heard
the "non-radio" version of "Don't Marry Her", I was hooked).
"Streets of London", sung by Ralph McTell (*)
And the theme is "towns and cities"

I needed something more precise for this round.
(*) Al Stewart (whose music and performances I have much enjoyed for somewhat over 50 years) is a fine
raconteur. He knew everybody in the Folk scene back in the day. He tells a story of himself and Ralph McTell
sitting in a pub, disconsolately bemoaning the tendency of some performers to be famous for just one song, to
the complete exclusion of all their other work. "Year of the Cat", said Al, trying to close the discussion. "Streets
of London" said Ralph. Al sighed and went to buy the drinks.

I’ve been a big fan of Al Stewart since about 1975 when a school friend taped his copy of Past Present
and Future for me. I’ve seen him a number of times in concert and always enjoyed his shows. He is
definitely a great raconteur. We are quite fortunate here as I think he now lives in the Eastern US and
regularly plays in our area.
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He actually lives on the West Coast. Los Angeles. But he (pre-Covid, anyway) continues to tour to the UK, as
well as extensively in the US. And I guess you know that he shared a London flat with Paul Simon before
anyone had heard of either of them.
Andy York
Getting to this early this week. And, just so you're aware, my friend has declined to play the Lyrics Quiz. He
may change his mind, but if you don't see anything for it that's why.
John Walker
2 What about us - Pink
4 Hmmm, one I recognise, not going to get it though.
8 Shiny Happy People - REM
9 Where do you go to my lovely - Peter Sarstedt
Theme Both written before I was born?

Quite possibly, but not the answer I was looking for.
Richard Smith
Theme is European towns and cities. Made me think of "and her legs went on forever" (Jethro Tull 1987)

Correct although I can’t remember the Jethro Tull song
Tom Howell
Just heard Heart of Glass on the radio. [Love that voice!] Not all of it came through with high fidelity. (My radio
reception resembles my Internet connectivity.) Still, I think 3) is "Heart of Glass" by Blondie with the gorgeous
voice of Debbi Harry.

I fully agree about Debbie Harry’s voice, but this was sung by Terri Nunn of Berlin,
As for the 5 & 6 connection (just a hunch), are they post WWI, WWII songs about coming home? 5 might be a
German song?

Song 6 was pre-WW I, but “Wonderful Copenhagen” was after the second war.
Overall theme something to do about hearts? Broken hearts? Lover's anguish?

Not this time
Dane Maslen
1) I nearly didn't get this, but fortunately at the last moment I read the first six words with just the right rhythm to
trigger recognition. I'd have been horrified if I'd missed out on recognising it, as it's one of the best ever songs
to fail to get to number 1 in the UK, thanks to the ridiculous song by Joe Dolce.
3) The title doesn't fit the theme, so I assumed the group/artist must have a name that matches a European
town/city. Eventually my memory suggested BERLIN. Quite why it did so, I don't know, given that I have no
conscious recollection of a group having that name.
The common theme seems to be European towns/cities. Unfortunately, that doesn't help me identify any of the
songs that I couldn't otherwise identify.

At least you got the theme correct…
Brendan Whyte
7. Maid of Orleans. OMD (was you tubing this by chance with the wife)
10. I miss my Swiss miss, my Swiss miss misses me.
Theme: cities. (European cities)
Chris Hibbert
I got nothing.
Steve Guest
Theme: European cities
5. Wonderful Copenhagen - [5] Following the geography leads to Copenhagen. I think there's a song by that
name.
David Cowie
Theme: towns and cities in Europe.
Martin Walker
Theme - European cities

Correct
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Michael Pargman
I'm guessing the theme is something like "forms of water".

Nope

Game Sixteen – Round Two of Five
Anyone can play. Score 1 point each for the artist and song title for each song below plus a bonus point for the
fairly easy theme.
1) “I've had my fun and now it's time, To serve your conscience overseas (over me, not over me)” (80s)
2) “Nothing is real And nothing to get hung about” (60s)
3) “I was working part time in a five-and-dime, My boss was Mr. McGee, He told me several times that he didn't
like my kind, Cause I was a bit too leisurely” (80s)
4) “One day she left without a word. She took away the sun. And in the dark she left behind, I knew what she
had done.” (50s)
song
5) “Breathe me in, breathe me out, I don't know if I could ever go without, I'm just thinking out loud, I don't know
if I could ever go without” (2020!)
6) “Lift six-foot, seven-foot, eight-foot bunch, Daylight come and me wan' go home” (50s)
7) “Can't stay at home, can't stay at school, Old folks say, 'You poor little fool', Down the streets I'm the girl next
door, I'm the fox you've been waiting for” (70s)
8) “I bet you're wonderin' how I knew, 'Bout your plans to make me blue” (60s)
9) “Another head hangs lowly, Child is slowly taken, And the violence, caused such silence, Who are we
mistaken?” (90s)
10) “No moneyman can win my love, It's sweetness that I'm thinking of” ()

Bonus Round
Ken Hensley of Uriah Heep, another of the early great rock bands, died recently. Richard introduced me to
Uriah Heep many years ago and I have been lucky enough to see them twice in concert in 1983 and 2016 (the
longest gap for me), so to celebrate some great, early metal, we’ll have another round of bonus lyrics – name
the Uriah Heep song.
1) At the sound of the first bird singing, I was leaving for home
2) Somewhere along the lonely road I had tried to find you, Day after day on that windy road I had walked behind you
3) He had a cloak of gold and eyes of fire, and as he spoke I felt a deep desire

4) One day I will go to him, Strong enough to fight and win, The kind of a man, that he'll understand
5) And if one day she comes to you, Drink deeply from her words so wise, Take courage from her as your prize,
And say hello for me
6) All that fightin', killin', wine and those women, gonna put me to an early grave

*****

Work Rest and Play
Game 14 – Game End Statements
Steve Ham
Congratulations to Arthur who played very well on Tuesday and benefitted on later
days from Roger and I cancelling each other out. In the end my Play choice on Monday didn’t help at all.
Roger Trethewey

Well done Arthur. You had a very clever Tuesday move which I hadn't thought of.

Jim Reader
Steve started the week well, but some cunning plays from Arthur on Tuesday and
Wednesday turned the game.
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Game 15 – Game Start
The office drones trying to achieve some form of work – life balance for the next week are - Roger Trethewey,
Arthur Owen, and Ian Owen. Please send your orders for Monday next time.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Roger
Ian
Arthur
Roger:
Steve:
Arthur:

0x0x0=0
0x0x0=0
0x0x0=0

Rules for this game can be found at https://variablepig.org/rules/workrestplay.html

*****

Tea Dance
Game 8 – Game Start
It’s election time as three new candidates try to drum up support for their bid to become Mayor of Zineville. The
candidates are Steve Ham, Roger Trethewey and Arthur Owen.

Labour Party
Roger Trethewey
Conservative Party
Steve Ham
Liberal Party
Arthur Owen

Bids
Remaining
0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9

Bids for 1
Man

Bids for 1
Woman

Total Men

Total
Women

Grand
Total

0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9
0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9

There are groups of 2, 3, 4 and 5 men and 2, 3, 4 and 5 women to come. Rules for this game can be found at
https://variablepig.org/rules/teadance.html

*****

6 Nimmt! 13
Round Nine
There was an error in hand 2 where 99 was shown in both columns 1 and 3. It should only have been in column
3. It was a relatively quiet round with only a few players scoring points and no change of lead going into the final
round.

98
83
69
68
4

HAND 1
101
89
100
79
99
75
92
73*
86
5
11

HAND 2

93
91
2

97
96
90
67
6

64
60!
4

101
99
6

93
82
81
70
65
8

81
75
71
69
68@
6

HAND 3
86
65
89
64
88
63
87
58
66
6
12

94
93
92
91
4

87
83
2

HAND 4
94
91
76
89
75
88
74^
86
4
9

97
71
70
60
59
9
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Bob Gingell plays 75 in Hand 1, 93 in Hand 2, 81 in Hand 3 and 62 in Hand 4.
Tom Howell plays 89 in Hand 1, 101 in Hand 2, 75 in Hand 3 and 76 in Hand 4.
Bob Pitman plays 72 in Hand 1, 59 in Hand 2, 69 in Hand 3 and 61 in Hand 4.
Kev Lee plays 79 in Hand 1, 60 in Hand 2, 51 in Hand 3 and 57 in Hand 4.
Carolyn Townsend plays 73 in Hand 1, 11 in Hand 2, 68 in Hand 3 and 94 in Hand 4.
Dane Maslen plays 46 in Hand 1, 64 in Hand 2, 54 in Hand 3 and 74 in Hand 4.
Steve Ham plays 64 in Hand 1, 22 in Hand 2, 52 in Hand 3 and 75 in Hand 4.
John Walker plays 57 in Hand 1, 53 in Hand 2, 48 in Hand 3 and 54 in Hand 4.
Arthur Owen plays 93 in Hand 1, 4 in Hand 2, 71 in Hand 3 and 20 in Hand 4.

Score = 19
Score = 29
Score = 41
Score = 43
Score = 58
Score = 60
Score = 66
Score = 67
Score = 80

* Carolyn takes column 2 of hand 1 for 5 points (12, 46, 57, 64 and 72)
! Arthur takes column 2 of hand 2 for 1 point (47) followed by Kev who takes the same column for 13 points (4,
11, 22, 53 and 59)
@ Carolyn takes column 1 of hand 3 for 5 points (32, 48, 51, 52 and 54)
^ Arthur takes column 2 of hand 4 for 2 points (95) followed by Dane who takes the same column for 7 points
(20, 54, 57, 61 and 62)

Round Ten
The final round starts with both leaders picking up points, but that’s the end of the excitement at the top of the
leadership board as Bob Gingell holds on for a comfortable win.

98
83
69
68
4

HAND 1
101
89
100
79
99
75
92
73
86
5
11

82
78
77
70*
10

100
97
96
90
67
9

HAND 2
104
68
103
52
102
36
101
9!
99
4
9

95@
2

83
82&
2

HAND 3
86
90
65
89
64
88
63
87
58
66
6
15

HAND 4

79^
1

64
58
24%
3

Bob Gingell plays 45 in Hand 1, 103 in Hand 2, 82 in Hand 3 and 99 in Hand 4.
Tom Howell plays 70 in Hand 1, 102 in Hand 2, 76 in Hand 3 and 84 in Hand 4.
Kev Lee plays 66 in Hand 1, 104 in Hand 2, 83 in Hand 3 and 64 in Hand 4.
Bob Pitman plays 58 in Hand 1, 36 in Hand 2, 9 in Hand 3 and 96 in Hand 4.
Carolyn Townsend plays 82 in Hand 1, 100 in Hand 2, 73 in Hand 3 and 82 in Hand 4.
Steve Ham plays 59 in Hand 1, 68 in Hand 2, 90 in Hand 3 and 58 in Hand 4.
Dane Maslen plays 78 in Hand 1, 52 in Hand 2, 79 in Hand 3 and 85 in Hand 4.
John Walker plays 62 in Hand 1, 95 in Hand 2, 70 in Hand 3 and 98 in Hand 4.
Arthur Owen plays 77 in Hand 1, 9 in Hand 2, 78 in Hand 3 and 24 in Hand 4.

85#
2

96$
1

99
98~
6

Score = 27
Score = 39
Score = 43
Score = 54
Score = 58
Score = 66
Score = 73
Score = 84
Score = 86

* Bob G takes column 4 of hand 1 for 2 points (91 and 93) followed by Tom who takes the same column for 10
points (45, 58, 59, 62 and 66)
! Arthur takes column 2 of hand 2 for 4 points (60 and 64)
@ John takes column 4 of hand 2 for 8 points (65, 70, 81, 82 and 93)
^ Bob P takes column 4 of hand 3 for 4 points (91, 92, 93 and 94) followed by Dane who takes the same
column for 7 points (9, 70, 73, 76 and 78)
& Bob G takes column 1 of hand 3 for 6 points (68, 69. 71, 75 and 81)
% Arthur takes column 1 of hand 4 for 2 points (83 and 87)
# Dane takes column 2 of hand 4 for 6 points (74, 75, 76, 82 and 84)
$ Bob P takes column 3 of hand 4 for 9 points (86, 88, 89, 91 and 94)
~ John takes column 4 of hand 4 for 9 points (59, 60, 70, 71 and 97)

Congratulations to Bob Gingell
Game end statements are welcome

*****
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6 Nimmt! 14
Game Start
The following players signed up for another game - Kev Lee, Steve Ham, John Walker, Brad Martin, Dane
Maslen, Tom Howell, Carolyn Townsend, and Arthur Owen. There is room for two more players if you would
like to join and I have dealt hands for latecomers.
This game will again have four hands. The first two will be regular 6 Nimmt games with all 104 cards used for
the initial deals. The third and fourth hands will have an almost perfect distribution – the start cards will be
drawn first, then each player will get one car in the range 1 – 10, another from the range 11 – 20 and so on. The
missing four numbers drawn first will be replaced by the numbers 101 – 104 and drawn with appropriate set of
10 cards.
The initial hands are as follows
HAND 1

29
1

43
1

HAND 2

72
1

95
2

41
1

58
1

HAND 3

75
2

104
1

31
1

36
1

HAND 4

37
1

88
5

46
1

24
1

88
5

38
1

Rules for this game can be found at https://variablepig.org/rules/6nimmt.html.

*****

Backpacks and Blisters 3
Round Eleven
Player
War Keys
Brendan
Whyte
Tarn Hallow
Brad Martin
Eddie Inclowds
Bob Gingell
Cloudy Uphere
Arthur Owen
Brad Berry
John Walker
Honor Kleedae
Steve Ham

17.40 – 17.00
-

17.40 – 18.00
-

Location
Keswick
(Home)

Goods
-

Score
61

Spout Force (1T2O) to
Keswick
-

-

-

55

-

68

Red Tarn (2T2O) to 231

Discard Blister

Keswick
(Home)
Keswick
(Home)
231

-

0

Bleaberry (3T2O) to
Millbeck
Dash Falls (2T4O) to
Keswick

Catbells (3O) to Keswick

Keswick
(Home)
Keswick
(Home)

-

63

-

44

-

-

17.20 – 17.40
Brad Berry stopped to enjoy the view of Milbeck on his way back to Keswick. Honor Kleedae and Tarn
Hallow finished their days exercise as they returned to the Youth Hostel with time to change before dinner.
Cloudy Uphere suddenly realized the time and started to trek back to the town.
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17.40 – 18.00
Brad Berry was the last to make it back to the hostel coming in just as dinner was served. Cloudy couldn’t
make it as his blister hurt too much and mountain rescue was called when he didn’t return in time.
Places Visited
Brendan:
Brad:
Bob:
Arthur:
John:
Steve:

High Rigg, Walla Crag, Bleaberry, High Seat, Blea Tarn, High Tove, Lodore Falls, Dale Head,
Grange
High Rigg, Greathow Wood, Thirlspot, Wythburn, Blea Tarn, Rathwaite, Maiden Moor,
Grisedale Pike
Dale Head, Blea Tarn, Walla Crag, Bleaberry, High Rigg, Stone Circle, Latrigg
Lords Seat, Doll Wood, Skiddaw, High Rigg, Thirlspot, Harop Tarn, Greathow Woods
Fortinscale, Catbells, Grange, Dale Head, Portinscale, Thornthwaite, Grisedale Pike,
Braithwaite, Dodd Wood, Skiddaw
Stone Circle, High Rigg, Thirlspot, Blea Tarn, Rathwaite, Portinscale, Braithwaite, Millbeck,
Latrigg

Question
Brendan Whyte

Don’t I have 50p left? And thus, bonus points?

You scored 6 points for the money (each 50p is worth 3 points) and 1 for arriving at 17.00 last turn. I
added these to your score (54 points) but forgot to remove the coins from the table. Your score is
correct

Congratulations to Eddie Inclowds (Bob Gingell)
Game end statements are welcome

*****

Breaking Away 11
Round Nine
Square
87
82
81
80
79
78
77
76
75
74
73
72
71
70
69
68
67
66

Replacement
3
3
6
7
8
9
13
14
15
15
3
4
3
3
4

Riders
Canterbury (1st)
EFL (3rd), Art (4th), Mother Clanger (2nd),
Tiny Clanger (5th)
Soup Dragon
Blondie
Talking Heads, Major Clanger, Romeo Void, Whitstable
Pegwell
Father Christmas,
Margate, Dumbo
Pretenders
Racing,
Mary Poppins
Harry Potter
Butch,
Cliff, Diane
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Canterbury wins the second sprint but is followed by two Clangers that keep the Clangers in the lead. The
field bunches closer together but the riders at the back are finding it harder to keep the pace.

COOL PARKRUNNINGS (John Walker) 10 points
A. Pegwell
13, 15, 15, 15
B. Whitstable
9, 6, 14
C. Margate
15, 15, 3
D. Canterbury (10)
3, 3, 3

ALPHABLOCKERS
A. Art (5)
B. Butch
C. Cliff (2)
D. Diane

(Roger Trethewey) 7 points
6, 153 3, 1
10, 3, 3
4, 15, 3
4, 6, 4

CLANGERS
A. Major Clanger (8)
B. Mother Clanger (8)
C. Tiny Clanger (5)
D. Soup Dragon

BANDS
A. Talking Heads (10)
B. Romeo Void (6)
C. Pretenders
D. Blondie

(Chris Hibbert) 16 points
3, 3, 3, 9
5, 11, 9
3, 15, 10
11, 8, 3

SKY SPORTS
A. EFL (11)
B. Racing
C. Cricket
D. Boxing

(Arthur Owen) 11 points
3, 6, 3, 3
3, 3, 2
Dropped
Dropped

(Steve Ham) 21 points
11, 3, 4, 9
3, 14, 3
6, 12, 9
10, 7, 6

FANTASTIC FLYING PELONTASTICS (Bob P.) 7 pts
A. Father Christmas (3) 6, 14, 3, 6
B. Harry Potter (4)
3, 3, 10
C. Mary Poppins
4, 14, 3
D. Dumbo
6, 15, 4

The rules for this game can be found at https://variablepig.org/rules/breaking.html .

Breaking Away 10
Round Twelve
Dash comes home first leaving a trail of exhausted riders following behind him. Although the race is not over, it
is now possible to predict the remaining race positions, with Zippy coming second, Norway third, Speedy
fourth, Coady fifth, Haskell sixth, Flash seventh and Ruby eighth.
Square
122
115
114
113
112
111
110
109
108
107
106
105
104
103
102
101
100
99
98
97
96
95
94

Replacement
3
3
3
3
5
6
3
5
6
7
3
3
3

Riders
Dash (1st)
Zippy, Coady
Ruby, Haskell

Norway, Speedy, Pascal, Flash
President Putin, Checkers
Ada,
Neves
Jota, Jodie Whitaker
Boly,
David Tennant
Tom Baker,
Canada Plus Plus, President Trump,
Brexit
Jon Pertwee, Boaty McBoatface
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NO RUSSIAN MEDDLING (Allan Stagg) 6 points
A. President Putin
3, 8, 3, 3
B. President Trump
3, 5, 7
C. Brexit
3, 6, 4
D. Boaty McBoatface dropped

SOFTWARE ENGINEERS (Richard Smith) 25 pts
A. Ada (6)
5, 2, 7, 3
B. Ruby (12)
4, 3, 4
C. Pascal
3, 3, 3
D. Haskell (7)
3, 5, 3

NOT THE WILL (Steve Ham) 27 points
A. Canada Plus Plus 3, 5, 5, 7
B. Norway (12)
3, 6, 10
C. Checkers (2)
3, 3, 3
D. No Deal WTO
dropped

SPEEDY TEAM (Chris Hibbert) 71 points
A. Zippy (16)
3, 4, 5, 3
B. Dash (20)
C. Speedy (18)
3, 3, 9
D. Flash (4)
3, 8, 3

THE TIME LORDS (Kev Lee) 9 points
A. Tom Baker
7, 5, 4, 3
B. David Tennant
3, 6, 3
C. Jon Pertwee
dropped
D. Jodie Whitaker (5) 3, 3, 3

WOLVES (Arthur Owen) 15 points
A. Boly
5, 3, 3
B. Jota (4)
3, 3, 3
C. Neves
6, 2, 3
D. Coady (11)
3, 3, 3

The final team scores are
SPEEDY TEAM
NOT THE WILL
SOFTWARE ENGINEERS
WOLVES
TIME LORDS
NO RUSSIAN MEDDLING

71
27
25
15
9
6

Congratulations to Chris Hibbert (Speedy Team)
Game End Statements are welcome

*****

Bus Boss (Lehigh Valley)
Game Starts
The following players have signed up to try my new Bus Boss map - Richard Smith, Bob Gingell, Brad Martin,
Roger Trethewey, Kev Lee, Ian Owen, Arthur Owen, Jacqueline Reader and Martin Walker. We will have two
games with the following players
Game One (BB400LHV) – Bob Gingell, Brad Martin, Roger Trethewey and Kev Lee.
Game Two (BB401LHV) – Ian Owen, Jacqueline Reader, Richard Smith, Martin Walker and Arthur Owen
Please could you send your company name, colour preferences and round one builds for next issue. The build
order is as listed above. The map and special rules are available at https://variablepig.org/#resources.

Bus Boss (Easter Island) BB389IDP
Round Seven
There was an error in race 8 of this game as the track length was only two hexes. The reason was that I used
Richard’s new race generator, which works so well that I forgot to check the race validity. I have allowed the
race this time as all three players that could enter chose to do so, and Roger could not. However, the minimum
distance for all future races will be three hexes.
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4. Tahai (25) - Akahanga (63)
5. Ahu Nau Nau (42) - Rikiriki
(12)
6. Orongo (11) - Important
Moai (Sp1)
7. Rano Raraku (62) - Poike
(52)
8. Ahu Hanga Poukura (66) Hotels (16)
9. Vaitea (45) - Ahu Mahatua
(51)
10. Petroglyphs (Sp6) - Vaihu
(64)
11. Tepu (44) - Puna Pau (31)
12. Ana Kai Tangata (14) Ahu Akivi (32)
13. Quarry (Sp4) - Hanga
Roa (22)
14. Rapa Nui Museum (26) Ana Te Nui (54)
Last Turn
Points from Races
Builds
Points Total

26
PIT
Brad
Blue
20
-3–2+2

GREEN
Roger
Green
+3+3
20
-5
15
+3

MOA
Bob
Purple
10
+2–2-3
10
+5
15
-3

15
10
-1
5

MARS
John
Orange

15
10
+1+1
16
-4

16
+3
15
-1–2+1
20

9
-3+3
+1+1
10

10
-1
9
+4
5
-3
15
+2-1

30
30

63
92
-5
150

72
115
-6
181

55
67
- 10
112

105
56
-9
152

Rano Aroi – Terevaka: Vaihu – Akahanga
Ahu Hanga Poukura - Vaihu – Aka Hanga
Tahai - Ahu Te Peu
Tepu – Anakena

MOA:
MARS:
GREEN:
PIT:

The third set of races is
15. Ahu Vinapu (13) - Hanga Roa (23):
16. Volcano (Sp3) - White Virgins Cave (53)
17. Rano Raraku (61) - Ranu Aroi (41):
18 Mataveri Intl. Airport (15). - Ahu Tongariki (55)
19. Ana Raakal (65) - Ana Heu (35):
20. Hanga Roa (24) - Terevaka (46):
21. Ahu Akivi (33) - Caverns (Sp5)
Enter up to five races. The build order for next round is Bob, Brad, John, and Roger.

Bus Boss (Easter Island) BB391IDP
Round Seven
I forgot to deduct BIRDMAN’s round 6 build points from his total last round. This is corrected below, but it also
changed the build order with NAH building last. I adjusted Martin’s build orders to compensate for the change.
TEAR
NAH
BIRDMAN

White Virgins Cave – Ana Te Ava Nui; Tepu - Anakena
Ahu Nau Nau – North Coast: Ana Kai Tangata - Orongo
Rano Aroi - Ana Heu - North Coast
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1. White Virgins Cave (53) Mataveri Intl. Airport (15)
2. Ana Kai Tangata (14) - Ahu
Hanga Poukura (66)
3. Ahu Tongariki (55) Akahanga (63)
4. Quarry (Sp4) - Ahu Akivi
(33)
5. Volcano (Sp3) - Vaitea (45)
6. Hanga Roa (24) - Ahu Akivi
(32)
7. Rapa Nui Museum (26) Ahu Nau Nau (42)
Last Turn
Points from Races
Builds
Points Total

27
TEAR
Kev
Green
20
-1+6

NAH
Martin
Red
10
+1-6
30

BIRDMAN
Richard
Blue

10

10

10

30

Track too long
30

10
+4
20
-4-5

10
-4
10
+4

10

+5

50
90
- 12
128

53
65
- 12
106

52
55
- 12
95

The second set of races is
8. Tepu (44) - Vaihu (64)
9. Tahai (25) - Orongo (11)
10. Ahu Tongariki (56) - Hanga Roa (23)
11. Beach (S2) - Ahu Vinapu (13)
12. Ana Heu (35) - Ana Te Ava Nui (54)
13. Caverns (S5) - Rano Raraku (61)
14. Terevaka (46) - North Coast (36)
Enter up to five races. The build order for next round is Richard, Martin, and Kev. Town 14 is Ana Kai Tangata.

*****

Der Fuhrer 6
Game End Statements
Brad Martin (Social Democrat) What hope is for this so-called democracy when brown-shirted bullyboys
peddling fake news and wielding bludgeons triumph over respectable, law-abiding, intelligent representatives of
the labouring classes? Congratulations to John.
John Walker (Nazi Party)
Thanks for running the game Jim, though I thought your comment was a bit
harsh (Congratulations to JOHN WALKER (Nazi)), Joking aside really enjoyed it.
Natalie Amery (Communist)
Clearly I should have worried more about the evil Nazi plans in that last
round! Congratulations to John on the win!
Jim Reader (GM)
Thanks to everyone for playing this again, one of the oldest games in my
collection. Der Fuhrer is also, I think, the first intentionally unbalanced game that I learned to play, as the game
is heavily biased towards the Nazis. They are almost impossible to defeat if they become Chancellor, as John
demonstrated to perfection. This means that the other players have to also pay attention on preventing the
Nazi’s gaining power as well as trying to win themselves. John and Brad have played this before and their
experience showed, as the others were learning how to play. It was a good game, but sadly decided after the
first election.

*****
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Fair Means or Foul 6
Round Three
Correction
Brad was not able to steal the $12 check last round as there were two thieves present at the auction.
Auction House
Wicked Whyte (Thief 9) and Fingers Walker watched as Baron Brad reached deep into his wallet ($23) as he
bid for the Gambier Clay Pipe, easily outbidding the rather stingy offer from Lord Arthur. The Baron paid his
money to the bank and the pipe was his, while the two thieves and Lord Arthur went away empty-handed.
Castle
There was nothing to see as no-one was there.

Cheques
Thieves
Location next turn

Brendan Whyte
1, 13, 24
4, 9
Castle

Brad Martin
2, 11, 14, 23
3, 10
Castle

John Walker
3, 10, 15, 22
2, 11
Castle

Arthur Owen
4, 9, 16, 21
1, 12
Castle

2/1

3/2

4/2

5/3

3/2

4/2

4/2

2/1

3/2

4/2

4/2

3/2

4/2

2/1

5/3

3/2

4/2

5/3

3/2

4/2

2/1

3/2

4/2

3/2

4/2

2/1

5/3

Finish

Please can you send in orders for your first action and second location (auction house or castle) for next round;
the location can be made provisional upon the outcome of the next round. At the auction next month are a
German Pewter Chamber Pot (F 1660) and a Rococo Mask (A 1760).
Rules for this game can be found at https://variablepig.org/rules/fmof.html

*****

Grand National 3
Round Two
The chaos at the opening fences was nothing to the disaster at the third fence, as almost half the field nearly
come a cropper at the open ditch. Amazingly there are no fallers, but the referee can barely contain a smile as
Middleman exits the race at the fourth fence. Hopping Mad comes out of the madness in the lead as the
running order gets shuffled.
The 5th fence is plain, so the trouble numbers is the lowest number of jump points played by a horse. The 6 th
fence is Beechers Brook where the trouble numbers are the highest and lowest number of jump points played
by horses plus the lowest + 1 jump point and the highest – 1 jump point. Horses that played jump points equal
to the trouble number will either fall (out of race) or stumble (lose 20 JP). Horses playing jump points equal to
+/- 1 from the trouble number(s) will stumble (lose 10JP).
The following horses, played by the GM, will also start the race, and move as described below
MISTER CONSISTENT (16 at each fence)
MEDIATOR (3D8)
LOUNGE LIZARD (21 at the Chair, 12 + D6 at each other fence)
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FADE AWAY (23 at the start then reducing by 1 at each odd numbered fence thereafter)
SLOW RISER (9 at the start then increasing by 1 at each odd numbered fence thereafter)
METRO GNOME (19 at odd numbered fences and 14 at even numbered fences)
AQUARIUS (36 at Water Jump, 2D6 + 9 at all other fences)
CHAOS THEORY (5D6 – 1)
Player

Horse

Mike Townsend
John Walker
Chris Hibbert
NPC
Natalie Amery
Natalie Amery
Dane Maslen
Roger Trethewey
Mike Townsend
Richard Smith
Roger Trethewey
Chris Hibbert
Michael Pargman
Dane Maslen
Jon Carter
NPC
Steve Guest
Steve Ham
Michael Pargman
Jon Carter
Steve Guest
Richard Smith
Steve Ham
John Walker
Allan Stagg
NPC
Arthur Owen
NPC
NPC
Allan Stagg
NPC
NPC
Arthur Owen
Cian Owen
Cian Owen
NPC
NPC
Brendan Whyte
Tom Howell
Brendan Whyte
Tom Howell

Hopping Mad
Horse
Zaisan
Slow Riser
Global Pandemic
Emergency Measures
Ankle
Crawler
Crazy Frog
Rubbish Tip
Creeper
Zocala
Rival
Red Bum
March Hare
Mediator (3d8)
Overproofed Rum
The Next One
Rapid
Mad Hatter
Spiced Rum
Hello Sweetie
The Last One
Human
Neddy
Aquarius (2d6+9)
Red Rum
Lounge Lizard (12+d6)
Chaos Theory (5d6-1)
Dobbin
Mr Consistent
Metro Gnome
Blue Gin
Jules the Mule
Little Donkey
Fade Away
Middle Man (Median)
Beta Test
Tripp
Alpha Male
Oops

JP at Fence 3
(Open Ditch: TNs
1 and 4)
10
2
3
10
3
6
3
11
1
2
10
1
2
1
13
17
3
13
1
1
1
1
1
1
12
14
3
16
7
1
16
19
1
17
16
22
11

JP at Fence 4
(Plain: TN is
lowest)
9
5
9
10
9
11
10
11
7
10
12
8
10
9
12
13
11
12
9
11
10
11
11
4
14
12
14
13
20
12
16
14
16
15
16
22
3

Starting JP
Comments

Penalties

Stumbles fence 3
Stumbles fence 3

10
10

Stumbles fence 3

10

Stumbles fence 3

10

Stumbles fence 3
Stumbles fence 3

20
10

Stumbles fence 3
Stumbles fence 3
Stumbles fence 3

20
10
20

Stumbles fence 3

10

Stumbles fence 3
Stumbles fence 3
Stumbles fence 3
Stumbles fence 3
Stumbles fence 3
Stumbles fences 3 and 4

20
20
20
20
20
30

Stumbles fence 3

10

Stumbles fence 3

20

Stumbles fence 3

20

JP after Fence Two

485
479
484
482
483
478
482
480
485
479
478
484
477
484
478
483
476
477
479
480
478
479
479
479
470
469
469
470
467
471
468
467
469
463
463
454

Falls fence 4
Falls Fence 2
Falls Fence 2
Falls Fence 1
Falls Fence 1

Rules for this game can be found at https://variablepig.org/rules/grandnational.html

*****

Hare and Tortoise 5
Round Fifteen
Player
Big Bunny
Brad Martin
John Walker
Big Bertie
Kev Lee
Arthur Owen

Start Square
19

Finish Square
14

Carrots
26

Lettuces
0

Next Turn
2

13

1 and Finish

10

0

3

8

1

4

0

4

12

10

29

1

1 and 5

466
462
462
462
461
461
459
458
457
457
456
455
455
454
453
453
452
452
449
448
447
447
447
444
444
443
442
441
440
438
436
434
432
431
431
410
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Arthur restarts the round collecting 20 carrots, then nudging forward a couple of spaces to a carrot square. Big
Bunny hops along to a Hare space, where he chews another carrot. John starts his move in 3rd place, so
receives 30 more carrots which gives him enough to reach the finish square just before Big Bertie.

Congratulations to John Walker
Game end statements are welcome

*****

Maneater 5
Game Start
We have 5 more swimmers hoping to enjoy a shark free day at the beach. Sadly, they will be disappointed as
fins start to appear in the water. The swimmers are John Marsden, Roger Trethewey, Kev Lee, Ian Owen, and
Arthur Owen. and their distribution is as follows –

SHARK
RED
SWIMMER
GREEN
SWIMMER
BLUE
SWIMMER
YELLOW
SWIMMER

Game 1
John

119

Game 2
Roger

119

Game 3
Kev

119

Game 4
Ian

119

Game 5
Arthur

119

Roger

79

Kev

79

Ian

79

Arthur

79

John

79

Kev

91

Ian

91

Arthur

91

John

91

Roger

91

Ian

166

Arthur

166

John

166

Roger

166

Kev

166

Arthur

181

John

181

Roger

181

Kev

181

Ian

181

Rules for this game, including the map, can be found at https://variablepig.org/rules/maneater.html. Please
send moves for each game next turn.

*****

Puerto Rico
Game Ten – Round Three
Player
John Walker

Doubloons
0

VP
0

Goods
-

Buildings
Large Indigo Plant (√, x, x)
Small Market (x)
Small Sugar Mill (√)
Small Market (√)

Kev Lee

5

0

-

Chris Hibbert

5

1

-

Construction Hut (√)

Allan Stagg

1

3

-

Hospice (√)

Plantations
Indigo (√)
Quarry (√,√)
Indigo (√)
Sugar (√)
Coffee (x)
Corn (√)
Tobacco (√)
Quarry (√)
Corn (√,√)
Tobacco (x)

Chris takes the Trader (+ 2 doubloons) and trades a corn for 1 doubloon. Allan and John cannot trade and Kev
trades his sugar for 2 doubloons
Allan takes the Captain (+ 2 doubloons) and loads his 2 corn to the 7 ship scoring 3 VP. John and Kev have
nothing and Chris loads his remaining corn to the 7 ship scoring 1 VP.

Variable Pig – (Creole)

31

John takes the Mayor and mans his second quarry and one spot in his Large Indigo Plant. Kev mans his Small
Market, Chris mans his quarry and Allan mans his Hospice. Four more settlers board the colony ship
Kev takes the Prospector (+ 1 doubloon) and receives another doubloon.
The play order for the fourth turn is Allan, John, Kev, and Chris. There are 4 colonists on the colony ship. The 7
ship holds 3 corn and the 5 and 6 ships are still empty. The trading house holds a corn and a sugar. The
plantations available this turn are indigo, tobacco, corn, corn and corn. There are + 1 doubloon bonuses on the
Builder, Settler and Craftsman roles.
Building
Small Indigo Plant
Small Sugar Mill
Small Market
Hacienda
Construction Hut
Small Warehouse
Large Indigo Plant
Large Sugar Mill
Hospice
Office
Large Market
Large Warehouse
Tobacco Storage
Coffee Roaster
Factory
University
Harbour
Wharf
Guild Hall
Residence
Fortress
Customs House
City Hall

Cost
1
2
1
2
2
3
3
4
4
5
5
6
5
6
7
8
8
9
10
10
10
10
10

Victory Points
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
4

Available
4
3
2
2
1
2
2
3
1
2
2
2
3
3
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1

Tiles
Quarry
Corn Tiles
Indigo Tiles
Sugar Tiles
Tobacco Tiles
Coffee Tiles

Available
5 of 8
3 of 8 (1 discard)
8 of 11
6 of 10 (3 discard)
4 of 8 (1 discard)
7 of 8

Goods
Corn Goods
Indigo Goods
Sugar Goods
Tobacco Goods
Coffee Goods

Available
6 of 10
11 of 11
10 of 11
9 of 9
9 0f 9

Colonists

56 remaining from 75

Victory Points

96 remaining from 100

*****

Railway Rivals
RR Game LXXV – RR2347SDW – Game End Statements
HMM (Richard Smith) 1st
This map contains a number of non-standard features that have caused
controversy, some of which are being addressed in V2 of the map. I think the requirement to visit the beauty
spots (possibly using a turntable to turn round) is an interesting twist and worth keeping. The double-hex start
towns caused too much confusion so bin that. The bus terminal restrictions were not really needed so that's
going too. The biggest issue was perhaps the danger of one of the Eastbourne starters being blocked out
without the leapfrog rule, an opening of the route being my choice for this (plus some town changes from Bob).
So why did I win this game? The Winchester players have more towns in easy reach, but the Eastbourne
players are the only ones with a realistic chance of building line that spans the whole of the Way. I was a little
surprised to end up with a monopoly for Chawton / Binsted / Selborne / Farnham and this did prove profitable.
Brad Martin (BOG) 2nd
Congratulations to Richard. Although I did finally manage to build a nearcomplete east-to-west route, it helped little, as I was always in HMM’s dust-cloud.
Roger Trethewey (B) 3rd
Congratulations to Richard, and thanks to Jim for controlling the game.
Interesting map, once the rules were clarified, but there was confusion about whether or not you could build
through certain places for a while.
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Jim Reader (GM)
While the East West dynamic of the map and start towns are the most visible,
the concentration of towns in the middle, north of the hills had the biggest impact on the game. Brad fell behind
Richard in the early builds, which was probably decisive in determining his position relative to Richard.
However, once clear of the bottleneck, both were able to build effective networks in the middle while Roger and
Kev sought routes East and maybe missed out on the middle. Thanks to everyone for playing and
congratulations once more to Richard.

RR Game LXXVI – RR2378PE – Pern Map – Round Nine
DRAGON
Bob
Purple
11. Benden Weyr (61) Harper Hall (Sp1)
14. Fort Weyr (22) - Benden
Hold (63)
15. Nerat (66) - Campbells
Hold / Southern Telgar (44)
16. Fort Hold (24) - Igen Weyr
(51)
17. Ista Weyr (41) - Southern
Boll (23)
18. Nabol (31) - High
Reaches Hold (13)
19. Ogren / Green Fields (32)
- Last Hold / Greystones (64)
20. Miners Hall (Sp2) - Sattle
/ Gar (16)
21. Plains Hold / Keroon
River (54) - Far Western
Continent (Sp5)
Last Turn
Points from Races
Corrections
Builds
Points Total

5
-5

BIEN
Christian
Orange
20
-7-1
9

BEAR
Kev
Black
10
+7-1
16
+5-2

PERN
Arthur
Green
+1+1
+2

30
20
-7+6

10
+7-6

30
15
-1
16
-2
5
+4
30
-2

231
95
- 10
-2+1–2+1-1
313

15
+1
5
-1
9
-4-2

9
+2

+1
16
+2
+2

100
77
+1
- 10
+2–1+1-1
168

80
57
-2
+2–1–1-1
134

81
41
+1-1
-7
+1+1+1
118

Correction
PERN should have paid 6 to BIEN, not 5 as charged (1 for connection at E27 and 5 for the parallel build E27 –
F26. PERN was also not able to complete his last build (Telgar Weyr) - - - C28 - - - C29 as it costs 5 for the
build Telgar Weyr to C28. The build C28 – C29 is cancelled and PERN is refunded 1-point build cost. My
thanks to Bob Gingell for spotting this.
DRAGON:
BIEN:
BEAR:
PERN:

(Nabol) - G14 - H14: (Plains Hold) - I35 - H35 - G36: (Fork Hold) - - - K41 - K42 - L42.
(K13) - - - L12 - - - M12 - N11 - N10 - O10: (K11) - J10.
(D14) – E14 - F13
(C28) - - - C29 – Far Cry – D30 – E31 - Lemos

The fourth set of races is
22. Fort Weyr (22) - Sattle / Gar (16)
23. Ista Weyr (41) - Igen Weyr (51)
24. Nabol (31) - Tillek (11)
25. Far Western Continent (Sp5) - Igen Hold (53)
26. Last Hold / Greystones (64) - Harper Hall (Sp1)
27. Lemos (45) - Benden Weyr (61)
28. Southern Boll (23) - Telgar Hold (34)
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Enter up to five races and build up to 8 points, not including payments to rivals. Note that we are using Bus
Boss scoring for this game. Please note that all weyrs, except Ista Weyr (41) are mountain towns.

RR Game LXXVII – RR2379PE – Pern Map – Round Eight

1. Plains Hold / Keroon River
(54) – Tillek (11)
15. Star Craft Hall (Sp3) High Reaches Weyr (15)
16. Big Bay Hold / Far Cry
(43) - Igen Weyr (52)
17. High Reaches Weyr (14) Benden Hold (63)
18. Lewis / Plateau (26) Nabol (31)
19. Fork Hold / Valley Hold
(55) - Southern Boll (23)
20. Crom (33) - Nerat (66)

APT
Andy
Black
20
-2–5+7
9
-2–4+1

+1
15
+1

Points Total
APT:
DRAGON:
F’ARTED:
THREAD:

F’ARTED
Bob
Red

+2+2
+2+2+3
9
+2+1
+4

16
+4-2
5
-2+2
20
+1
15
-1

THREAD
Richard
Blue
10
+5–7-2
5
-1-3
16
-1-2
10
-1–4-1

30

+2
30
-4

21. Campbells Hold /
Southern Telgar (44) Eastern Ring Islands (Sp6)
Last Turn
Points from Races
Builds

DRAGON
Judy
Gold

119
41
-7
+3–1–1+1
155

128
55
+ 3+4
190

30
-2-2

+2

+4

136
88
- 10
+1–3–3+2
211

153
56
- 10
+ 1 –1 – 4 + 3 - 2
196

(J7) – J6 – J5 - J4 – BALEN: (Southern Telgar) – M30 – N30 - O31.
No builds
(I42) - - - I41 – I40: (G33) – H33 – I34 – Plains Hold – K35 - L34: (G34) – H33.
(H41) - - - I42 - I43 - Benden Hold: (P30) - Q31 - Big Bay Hold:
(Nabol) - G15 - H15 - I15.

The fourth set of races is
22. Star Craft Hall (S3) - Bitra (56):
23. Keroon (46) - Fort Weyr (21)
24. Ogren / Green Fields (32) - Fork Hold / Valley Hold (55): 25. High Reaches Hold (13) - Harper Hall (Sp1)
26. Campbells Hold / Southern Telgar (44) - Crom (33): 27. Fort Hold (24) - Benden Hold (63)
28. Sattle / Gar (16) - Last Hold / Greystones (64)
Enter up to five races, plus races 11 and 14 and build up to 8 points, not including payments to rivals. Note that
we are using Bus Boss scoring for this game. Please note that all weyrs, except Ista Weyr (41) are mountain
towns.

RR Game LXXVII – RR2380PE – Pern Map – Round Eight
WR:
GREEN:
RIDE:
FOOR:

No Builds
(F26) – G27 – H27 - I28 – J28 - K29 - K30 – L30 – M31 – N31 - O32.
(P31) - Q32 – Q33 - Q34 - Star Craft Hall; (Peyton) - C61 – D61 – E62 - Southern Boll:
(J16) - I16
(Fork Hold) - - - J40 – I41 – H42 - G42.
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WR
Natalie
Blue

15. Ista Hold (42) - Telgar
Weyr (35)
16. Plains Hold / Keroon River
(54) - Benden Weyr (61)
17. Ogren / Green Fields (32) High Reaches Hold (13)
18. Keroon (46) - Lewis /
Plateau (26)
19. Fort Hold (24) - Igen Hold
(53)
20. Balen / Peyton (12) - Star
Craft Hall (Sp3)
21. Half Circle Sea Hold (65) Eastern Ring Islands (Sp6)

GREEN
Roger
Green

20

RIDE
Brad
Brown
10
+8
10

5
-1
10
-4-4
16
-2-3
5
-2-4

13
+1-4

+5
20
+7

9
+2-5
9
+2-6
10
-7

Last Turn
Points from Races
Builds

108
16

Points Total

124

147
66
- 10
+1
204

127
42
- 10
-1+2
160

+4

FOOR
Martin
Red
20
-8

12
+4
20
+4
5
+3+5
16
+4–5+6

194
78
-6
-2
264

The fourth set of races is
22. Southern Boll (23) - Plains Hold / Keroon River (54): 23. Eastern Ring Islands (Sp6) - Ista Weyr (41)
24.High Reaches Hold (13) - Igen Weyr (51):
25. Nerat (66) - Fort Weyr (22)
26. High Reaches Weyr (15) - Telgar Weyr (35):
27. Ogren / Green Fields (32) - Ista Hold (42)
28. Far Western Continent (Sp5) - Last Hold / Greystones (64)
Enter up to five races, plus races 11 and 14 and build up to 8 points, not including payments to rivals. Note that
we are using Bus Boss scoring for this game. Please note that all weyrs, except Ista Weyr (41) are mountain
towns.

RR Game LXXVIII – RR2403OT – Otago & Southland Map – Round Seven
Corrections
1)
NNA started his builds from N13, not K14 where he should have started per the round 5 correction. I
have corrected the NNA round 6 builds to the following – please use these for marking up your map.
6a) 5. (K14) – L14 – M13 – N13: (J19) – Alexandria: (E17) – D18,
6b) 5. (N13) - - - O12: (F34) – G34: (D18) – C17,
6c) 6. (O12) - - - O11 – P11: (C17) – B17 – HAWEA.
2)
Michael and Roger spotted another error to this game in the races as race 1 has a 2-hex track length
option. I have been using Richard’s new race generator for this game that works beautifully. However, it also
means I can set races without checking the map for validity, which is what happened here. Please change
races 1 and 3 to 1. Dam Construction (Sp5) – Dunedin (43) and 3. Port (Sp2) – Invercargill (12). All players
were notified by email.
Questions
Michael
Race #3 says Dam construction (S5). But shouldn't that rather be Timber which is said to be
the option for race 1-3. While the Dam construction is race 4-6?

I do not think the 1 – 3 and 4 – 6 numbers for the half specials refer to race round numbers, only that
the special should be rolled again to determine which destination is used. Hence, I rolled Dam
Construction and not Timber. Note, that each location will be used during the game, so Timber will be
the destination when Special 5 comes round again.
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Brendan
Jim has interpreted issue 2 in accordance with the map designer's original intent. The first time
a Special with 2 options comes up, a die is rolled to determine which of the options will be used. In this case
Jim rolled Dam Construction. The next time this special comes up, the other option is automatically used
(Timber).
So, both options will occur during the game, but the order in which they occur is unknown until that race first
comes up. You could of course choose to play that the die is rolled on each occasion, so that dam construction
might come up both in rounds 7-9 and again in round 10-12, and timber never. It's not a bad way to do it, and I
have no objection to that happening, but was not my original intent.
Michael
You write that the allowed number of races is 5. Normally I think the allowance is 5 when there
are 8 possible races, and 4 when it is 7. But as long as this runs throughout the game I think we can all account
for it. It just means you should build more.

I usually play 4 races from 7 but not always and I know other GMs sometime allow 5 from 7. I will
keep the 5 races from 7 throughout this game.
Brendan
As for whether one can enter 4 or 5 of the 7 races. On this may some start positions are more
constrained, so I fear allowing 5 entries may favour the more open start locations, who are more likely to have 5
viable options, and thus punish the more constrained start locations which may only have 2 or 3. Allowing only
4 entries would force the former to choose, while allowing the latter to still be competitive overall. It will be
interesting to see how this game progresses.
Brendan
As for race length, if not specified on the map (I usually do), then 3 is the default minimum I
always assume. But if a combination like Dunedin to Port comes up, and there is an option of length 2 (to Port
Chalmers), then I would normally disallow that, but keep the race itself, forcing players to race to Oamaru or
Bluff which are both still legal port options.

1. Dam Construction (Sp5) Dunedin (43)
2. Milton (41) - Riverton (13)
3. Port (Sp2) - Invercargill
(12)
4. Naseby / Ranfurly (55) Edendale / Owaka (35)
5. Gore (31) - Kingston (21)
6. Cromwell (65) - Tapanui
(26)
7. Alexandra (63) Livingstone / Dunback (54)
Last Turn
Points from Races
Builds

Points Total
OTB2D3DM
GREEN
MOA
MAR
PINOT
NNA

OTB2D3D
M
Brendan
Blue
0
+1-4

0
-2+1
20
-3-1

GREEN
Roger
Green

MOA
Bob
Brown

0
-1+3

10
-4

20
-5
20

+3
0
+2+2+3
0JR
+3-1
10 XRP

MAR
Michael
Red
10
-3-3
20
-3
20
-1-2

PINOT
Steve
Orange

NNA
Jon
Black

+3

20
+4

10
-3
0JR

+1+1
20 XRP
-1

+4
+1

10
+5
10

58.5
47
- 12
- 1 + 3 –1
+1+1

52
8
- 12
+1

96.5

49

76.5
37
- 12
+1 – 3 – 1
–1–2+1
+2
98.5

66
59
- 12
+1–1–1
+2+1

36
15
- 12
-1+1–1
–2+2

115

38

30
34
- 12
+1–1–2
–1–2+2
+1
50

(C35) – C34 - Waihao Downs: (Z11) – A51 - B52 - C52 - Edendale:
(Q30) - - - R31- - - Port Chalmers
(Balclutha) – B61 - - - C60 - - - D60 - E60 - F60 - F59 - E58 - E57
(X18) - Y18 - Y19: (G20) - - - G21 - - - Ida Valley - G23 - G24 - H25 - H26
(T24) - S24: (W13) - V14: (Mosgiel) - - - S28 - - - S29 - Port Chalmers: (S29) - - - R30.
(B49) - B50 - B51 - A51 - Z12 - Y12 - Gore: (X18) - W18 - V19 - U19 - - - T20
(P11) - - - Q11 - - - R11 – S11 - T12 - U12 - V13 - W13: (P11) - P10
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The second set of races is.
8. Mosgiel (42) - Oamaru (53)
9. Middlemarch (56) - Winton (16)
10. Coal (Sp3) - Waikaia / Waikaka (25)
11. Riversdale (24) - Waikouaiti (45)
12. Lawrence (36) - Ohai (15) 13. Queenstown / Hawea (66) - Lime (Sp4)
14. Clyde (64) - Balclutha (34)
Enter up to five races and built up to 10 points.

RR Game LXXIX – RR2405BO - Bolivia Map – Round Six
Corrections

1) LLAMA’s 5c build should have read N31 - - - Potosi and not (M31) to Potosi as reported.
2) Phrygia’s 4b build was (Y24) - - - Y23 which I have checked is what Chris ordered. Therefore,
his round 5 build could not start at Z23. Please amend Phrygia’s 5a build to (Y23) – Z22 –
CONCEPCION – B64 – C65 – SAN IGNACIO DE VELASCO. His remaining builds (and
payments) are not affected. My thanks to Roger and Richard for spotting this.
3) Phyrgia ordered to build (San Ignacio de Velasco) - - - - H67 in turn 5b so should not have
ended his move at G67, but H67.
Green
Roger Trethewey
Green

6a) 2. (W34) – W35 - W36,
6b) 6. (M25) - - - L25 - - - K26,
6c) 6. (K26) – J25 – I25 – H24 – G24 - El Alto; (K26) - J26.
BANK: 59 – 1 + 6 (LLAMA) + 1 (Phrygia) = 65

USELESS
Dane Maslen
Red

6a) 2. (W34) - X34: (L23) - L24,
6b) 6. (L24) - - - L25 - - - K26,
6c) 6. (X34) – Y35 - Z35 / Paraguay: (K26) - K27 - L27 - L28; (V36) - U37.
BANK: 53 – 3 + 1 (LLAMA) = 51

Phrygia
Chris Hibbert

6a) 2. (Y23) - X22 - X21,
6b) 6. (X21) - W21 – ASCENSION DO GUARAYOS: (O15) - - - Santa Ana de Yacuma.
(H67) - H68,
6c) 6. (H67) - I67 - J66 - San Matias: (Guaqui) - - - D24.
BANK: 52 + 6 – 1 (Green) – 2 + 1 (LLAMA) = 56

Purple

LLAMA
Richard Smith
Blue

6a) 2. (X26) - X25: (Cochabamba) - N25,
6b) 6. (Guaqui) - - - D24 - D25 - C26 - B26 / Chile,
6c) 6. (N25) - N24 - O24 - O23 - O22: (E23) - E22 - E21
BANK: 78 + 1 – 6 (Green) + 3 – 1 (USELESS) – 1 + 2 (Phrygia) = 76

The first set of races is.
1. Riberalta (12) - Concepcion (52)
2. Argentina (Sp4) - Oruro (34)
3. Cobija (11) - Magdalena (23)
4. Ascension de Guarayas (51) - Arquile (44)
5. San Borja (24) - Camiri (62)
6. Guaqui (31) - Potosi (46)
7. Tarija (64) - Chile (Sp5)
Enter up to four races and built up to 12 points.

RR Game LXXX – RR2450CH – China Map – Game Start
The start positions are as follows –
Roger Trethewey

Company Name: Roseburg, Oregon, Good Even Railways (ROGER)
Start: Hong Kong (1st)
Colour: Green

Richard Smith

Company Name: Trainline East Asia (TEA)
Start: Teintsin (1st)
Colour: Yellow

Kev Lee

Company Name: Paotow Expressways Are Rampant (PEAR)
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Start: Foochow (3rd)
Colour: Pink
Bob Pitman

Company Name: China Huffer (CH)
Start: Shanghai (2nd)
Colour: Red

Steve Guest

Company Name: Extreme Impediments Going to Happen Then (EIGHT)
Start: Luta (1st)
Colour: Orange

Arthur Owen

Company Name: Chinese Burn (CB)
Start: Tsingtao
Colour: Black

John Walker

Company Name: Posts About New Demonstrations Abroad (PANDA)
Start: Zhanjiang (3rd)
Colour: Blue

Jon Carter

Company Name: 再没有名字 (No Name Again)
Start: Amoy
Colour: Brown

The first set of die rolls are 1a) 6 1b) 4 and 1c) 4. Good luck everyone and enjoy the game. The map is
available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/chinaRR.pdf. Also North and South half-maps at
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/china_northRR.pdf and https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/china_southRR.pdf

RR Game LXXXI – RR2451OR – Oregon Map – Game Start
The start positions are as follows –
Brad Martin

Company Name: IWW
Start: Roseburg (1st)
Colour: Blue

Roger Trethewey

Company Name: Roseburg, Oregon, Good Even Railways (ROGER)
Start: Portland (1st)
Colour: Green

John Marsden

Company Name: Oregon's Remarkably Expensive (ORE)
Start: Pendleton (2nd)
Colour: Orange

Steve Ham

Company Name: Ham's Engines Advance over Rockies Territory (HEART)
Start: Portland (2nd)
Colour: Purple

The first set of die rolls are 1a) 5, 1b) 6 and 1c) 5. Good luck everyone and enjoy the game. The map is
available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/OregonRR.pdf.

RR Game LXXXII – RR2448HN – Honduras Map – Game Start
The following players have signed up to play a game on Richard’s new map of Honduras in Polar Pig - Richard
Smith, Christian Bien, Roger Trethewey and Martin Walker. There is another game starting in The Celestial
Steam Locomotive. Copies of the map can be found at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/hondurasrr.html. The start
towns are Puerto Cortes, Choluteca, Catacamas, Santa Barbara or La Ceiba. Please can you send your
company names, start and colour preferences for next issue.
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Robo Rally 5
Round Six
Phase A
Robot
Baymax
Robbie
Dalekbot
Mario Androidi

Card
840 3F
790 3F
720 2F

Start
B27S
D27N
H20N

End
E27S
Pit
F20N

Final
E27S
Pit
F22N

Actions
Pushes Robbie into pit
Pushed into pit by Baymax
Conveyed to F22N
Pushes BluBOTtle to K22E. Shoots BluBOTtle. Tags
flag 2.
Shot by Mario Androidi

640 1F

K20E

K21E

K21E

BluBOTtle
Cannon Fodder
HBZS#1
Big Data

380 RT
330 LT
150 LT
-

K22E
D20N
D26E
A26N

K22S
D20W
D26N
A26N

K22S
D20W
D26N
A26N

Card
700 2F
620 1F
510 1F
440 BU
260 RT
050 UT
-

Start
D26N
D20W
F22N
K21E
K22S
E27S
Pit
A26N

End
B26N
D19W
E22N
K20E
K22W
E27N
Pit
A26N

Final
B26N
D19W
E22N
K20E
K22W
E27N
Pit
A26N

Actions
Shoots Big Data
Tags flag 1

Card
670 2F
570 1F
550 1F
280 RT
170 LT
030 UT
-

Start
K22W
E27N
D19W
K19E
B26N
E22N
Pit
A26N

End
K20W
D27N
D18W
K19S
B26W
E22S
Pit
A26N

Final
K20W
D27N
D18W
K19S
B26W
E22S
Pit
A26N

Actions
Pushes Mario Androidi to K19E. Shoots Mario
Tag flags 3

Card
820 3F
800 3F
660 2F
400 RT
230 LT
120 RT
-

Start
K20W
B26W
D27N
K16S
D18W
E22S
Pit
A26N

End
K17W
B23W
B27N
K16W
D18S
E22W
Pit
A26N

Final
K17W
B23W
B27N
K16W
D18S
E22W
Pit
A26N

Actions
Pushes Mario Androidi to K16S. Shoots Mario

Shoots Big Data
Power Down. Shot by HBZS#1

Phase B
Robot
HBZS#1
Cannon Fodder
Dalekbot
Mario Androidi
BluBOTtle
Baymax
Robbie
Big Data

Shoots and shot by BluBOTtle
Shoots and shot by Mario Androidi
Aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaah!

Power Down. Shot by HBZS#1

Phase C
Robot
BluBOTtle
Baymax
Cannon Fodder
Mario Androidi
HBZS#1
Dalekbot
Robbie
Big Data

Shot by BluBOTtle

Wheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

Power Down

Phase D
Robot
BluBOTtle
HBZS#1
Baymax
Mario Androidi
Cannon Fodder
Dalekbot
Robbie
Big Data

Shot by BluBOTtle

Clang, thud, bang, crash, whistle, crump!

Power Down
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Phase E
Robot
HBZS#1
Baymax
Dalekbot
Cannon Fodder
Mario Androidi
BluBOTtle
Robbie
Big Data

Card
780 2F
760 2F
680 2F
540 1F
340 RT
180 RT
-

Start
B23W
B27N
E22W
D18S
K16W
K17W
Pit
A26N

End
B21W
A27N
E20W
E18S
K16N
K17N
Pit
A26N

Final
B21W
A27N
E20W
E18S
K16N
K17N
Pit
A26N

Actions

Shoots Cannon Fodder
Shot by Dalekbot

(Silence)

Power Down

Robbie comes back, only to find himself propelled once more into the pit by a high-speed Baymax. Mario
Androidi tagged his first flag, while Cannon Fodder and Baymax scored their second. BluBOTtle and Mario
Androidi got into a fight, while Big Data didn’t quite manage to get away from it all.
Status Report
Player

Robot

Location

Damage

Andy York
Steve Ham
Bob Pitman
Chris Hibbert
Bob Gingell
Michael
Pargman
Brendan Whyte
Richard Smith

Archive

Flags Registered

0
1
0
3
0
2

Lives
Lost
0
0
0
0
0
2

Dalekbot
Cannon Fodder
HBZS#1
Mario Androidi
Baymax
Robbie

E20W
E18S
B21W
K16N
A27N
D27?

K21
K21
D27
K21
A27
D27

2
1, 2
1, 3
2
1, 3
1, 3

BluBOTtle
Big Data

K17N
A26N

5
2

0
0

K21
B2

1, 2
-

A reminder, the movement order is as follows
Robots move according to the card for the phase. Higher priority cards go first.
Express conveyor belts move one square
Express conveyor belts move their second movement.
Normal Conveyor belts perform their one movement.
Pushers push one square if active this phase.
Gears turn 90 degrees.
Crushers crush if active this phase.
Board-mounted AND robot-mounted laser beams damage robots.
Checkpoints touched.
After the fifth phase, all robots on checkpoints or repair sites are repaired.
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Whinges
Robbie
With this set-up and my cards it's impossible to get any closer to my goal. Just
getting to column 26 seems impossible, so I'll just try to stay out of the pit. Unfortunately, that means I will also
have to try and keep Bob away from the flag.
Baymax
Unlikely that I will reach A27, but I still think this is the best set of orders with a hope of
touching the flag and causing some mayhem.
Press
HBZS#1

Hi-Ho Silver AWAY (from the corner of Doom)!

Questions
Andy York

Blue are Express Conveyors, right?

Yes.

*****

Snowball Fighting 5
Round Eleven
Phase A:
The Texas Tornado and Icy Yew rearmed under fire. Walking in the Air finally hit the
American with a huge snowball, while Walter Whiteout barely landed his shot onto his partly obscured target.
Simon the Snowflake put the oven on.
Phase B:
Walter caught sight of Icy’s dirigible and decided to flee and missed his foe’s disaster as he
slipped and dropped the giant snowball onto himself, soaking himself through. Simon watched as the Texas
Tornado picked off Walking at close range to end the game.
Character
(player)
Walking In The Air
(Arthur Owen)
Icy Yew
(Bob Gingell)
Walter Whiteout
(Bob Pitman)
Simon the Snowflake
(Richard Smith)
Texas Tornado
(Andy York)

Position

Ammunition

A. T4. Dirigible at Texas Tornado
B. T4. Collect 2 simple snowballs
A. M11. Collect Doubleday Dirigible
B. M11. Dirigible at Walter Whiteout (disaster)
A. I13. Rattlesnake at nearest
B. I13. (I13) – K13 – M13 - O13
A. Kitchen
B. Kitchen
A. P6. Collect 2 simple snowballs
B. P6. Rattlesnake at nearest (Walking)

-

Hit
Points
7

Victory
Points
9

-

0

12

-

2

12

-

0

10

-

3

15

Press
Simon
I'm having Tricken and Fakeon pie, cooked using The Philosopher's Stone and will
return full of (sustainably grown) beans!

Congratulations to The Texas Tornado (Andy York)
Game end statements are welcome

*****
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Sopwith T-365VP
Round Twenty Three
The Ode-ace-ious One was aware of his enemy drawing in, so he stopped the repairs and took the skies once
more, flying away from the approaching Cameltoe. The Gossamer Heron hung back a little to see how things
panned out.
Pilot
2 Gossamer Heron
Chris Hibbert
Start: A1
3

Cameltoe (ACE)
John Walker
Start: A10

5

The Ode-ace-ious One
John Marsden
Start: S19

1

Avey Ate Her
Brendan Whyte
The Mystery Pilot (ACE)
Brad Martin
Red Baron
Arthur Owen

4
6

Starts
20) J7SE
21) M10SE
22) O13SE
23) O16SE
20) D4SW
21) F3SW
22) H6SE
23) J9SE
20) O15SE
21) R18SE
22) S19
23) S19

Moves
20) A – A – A
21) A – A – LS
22) LS – LS – LS, fR
23) LS – LS - RT
20) RS – A – A
21) LT – LS - A
22) LS – A – A
23) A – A - A
20) A – A – A
21) A – land
22) Repair
23) A – A – RT, fR
Shot down turn 15

Ends
20) M10SE
21) O13SE
22) O16SE
23)
20) F3SW
21) H6SE
22) J9SE
23)
20) R18SE
21) S19
22) S19
23)

A:D:P
2:7:4

15:12:7

16:6:12

6 points

Shot down turn 10

11 points

Shot down turn 4

0 points

3

2
5

Rules for this game are available on-line at http://www.fwtwr.com/sopstats/rules.htm.
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The Golden Strider 5
Game Start
The following players have signed up for another race - Arthur Owen, Richard Smith, Steve Ham, Chris Hibbert,
Allan Stagg, Bob Pitman, Ian Owen, and John Walker. Please can you send me your riders name and start
cards for the race start next issue. This will be a 70-space race.
P
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

S
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Runner
Arthur Owen
Richard Smith
Steve Ham
Chris Hibbert
Allan Stagg
Bob Pitman
Ian Owen
John Walker

Cards

P

D

M

B

R

O

Rules for this game can be found at https://variablepig.org/rules/golden.html

*****

SPACEFILER QUIZ - RUDE WORDS ON TV - ANSWERS
Only two braved this geekfest - Bob Gingell got 4/10 and Brendan Whyte 3/10.
1) Baktag (US, 1987) - Star Trek TNG
Klingon word for excrement, used as an insult
2) Belgium (UK, 1981) – The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy
Allegedly the rudest word in the universe, used by Zaphod Beeblebrox (Belgium, man!)
3) Bite my shiny metal ass! (US, 1999) - Futurama
Bender the robot's catchphrase
4) Eat my shorts! (US, 1989) - The Simpsons
Bart's catchphrase
5) Felgercarb (US, 1978) - Battlestar Galactica
Another faecal word, in the reboot the name appeared as a brand of toothpaste
6) Flippin' 'eck! (UK, 1978) - Grange Hill
The only expletive allowed - often associated with the character Tucker
7) Frell (US, 1999) - Farscape
A portmanteau swear word ubiquitous in the show
8) Oh Globbits! (UK, 1984) - Trap Door
Cartoon show loved by stoners and students, the phrase was uttered by Berk many times
9) Pashang (US, 2015) - The Expanse
Expletive in the Belter Creole language, which is becoming the new Klingon for sci-fi nerds
10) Smeg (UK, 1988) - Red Dwarf
Pretty much the only rude word used on the show, with variant "Smeg-head"
I have another spacefiller quiz ready to go, but no need for it this issue, so will save that one for “Ron”
(bet you can’t wait).
Richard

Variable Pig – (Creole)

43

Issue 39
Postal Golf 1.2 – Par 3 competition
Hole 8. Short – Report – It was Arthur (2) to play first, he didn’t give it quite enough, leaving himself with an
awkward shot. He made a good attempt but it rolled around the rim and stayed out. He quickly sunk his bogey
putt. Next up was Ian (2) who was much closer, but a rushed second putt also resulted in a bogey. Howard (1)
went hard for the hole, which paid off as it flew in for a birdie. Allan (1) had the shortest putt, which he made
no mistakes with, scoring another birdie.
Hole 11. High(in) – Report – It was Arthur (3-2=1) to play first again, already carrying an extra shot, having
nothing to lose and went for broke. It paid off as it went in, saving his par. Ian (2) tried rolling up to hole, but
got it all wrong, he did get his next shot close which he knocked in for another bogey. Allan (2) played a similar
shot to Ian, despite being a bit closer he also bogeyed. Howard’s (1) putting brilliance continued as he sunk his
13 yarder with aplomb.
Howard ends up 2 under, carefully wrapping up his putter in cotton wool. Allan was level par, Arthur 1 over
for some bragging rights, Ian a creditable 2 over in his first game.
Tactical Sumo 2 - Battle of the Owens
Both fighters enter the dohjo, squaring each other up, who will be first to blink?
Orders are now needed for your first moves.
Let’s start a game that is very close to my heart. It was indeed possibly the first game I ever played. It is an allreader game with very simple rules. The reason I really like the game is at the time I was a new to PBM and
was unsure how things worked. I decided to dip my toes in the water with this game to see how it all worked.
NRICH Central
At the time it was an open-ended game, with the Hopscotch GM Mr Parr offering a virtual Mars bar each issue
to the winner. What I’ll do is run the game for 10 issues. The winner will be the player with the most victories
at turn 10. If there is a draw, we can continue until there is a clear winner. So, the sooner you join, the better
chance you will have of winning.
Rules, players select 2 numbers from 1 to 100 inclusive. The player that has chosen a number closest to the
average of all the numbers picked gets a point. This point can be split if two or more players pick the closest
number(s). I would be amazed if anyone can come up with a game with a shorter set of rules. I might give it a
go, but think it's unlikely. I was pondering whether or not to put the shared point clarification in, to make
them even shorter.
I shouldn’t really mess around with a great game, but I will. I’d also like to offer a game of Blind Tribute. It’s
one of Alan Parrs classic games. The rules for the standard game are:
This game is for three players and lasts five turns. At the start of the game each player selects 10 cards
totalling a number set by the GM. They may also buy special cards, which will be costed and explained by the
GM.
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Each turn, players must play two of their cards, one against each of their opponents. There are thus three
separate matches to be resolved and in each the winner receives a tribute of 1 from the loser.
Once played a card cannot be played again.
The winner is the player with the highest score after all cards have been played
The difference in my game is, the players do not have to declare any numbers at the start of the game. Players
just need to tell the GM which numbers they are playing each turn. So long, as the total of the numbers played
adds up to prescribed total, at the end of the game. I can see that players will have less information to be able
to judge which numbers to pick against each opponent. But hopefully this will be counterbalanced by the
ability to be able to adjust your plays depending on the match position. I predict a 3-way draw. If players
would prefer to play a standard game, just let me know when you sign up. The first game will have 45 points
to use for the 10 cards, with no specials.
It’s been a while since I’ve inflicted a new game, for people to play, so here goes:
Racecraft
Overview – A middle distance race simulation, where players need to get in the best position with enough
energy left for the final sprint.
The game will be run over 5 turns, each player starts with 10 energy points (EP). On the first turn players tell
the GM how many EP points they want to use. Players are then positioned according to how much energy
they have used.
e.g. 3rd Kelly 0 2nd (Seb 2 Steve 2) 1st Roger 5
As Seb and Steve used the same EP they share the position. So, Kelly will be deemed to be in third place and
Roger in first,
On turns 2 to 5 players have the option of using either A, B or C.
A} Use EPs – a player will overtake the player(s) in the position ahead of them if they have used a greater
number of EPs. A player cannot use more EPs than they currently have
B} Cruise – the players EP score will be equal to the average of all the EPs played. i.e. if the other players opted
for 0, 2, 3 EP, the cruise EP would be (0+2+3) / 3 = 1.6. This amount is not deducted from the players EP total.
If their EP is below 10 they gain an EP.
C} Overtake – the player automatically overtakes the player(s) in the position ahead of them. These will be
processed from last to first place order. This play costs the player 1 EP, they would not be able to play this if
their EP total is at 0. The 1 EP used would count in any cruise average calculation.
1 EP is then added to the players in 2nd and 3rd place, 1 EP is deducted from the players in first and last place.
Unless this would take players above 10 or below 0 EPs.
On the fifth turn, each players remaining EPs are used for the final sprint. Players will overtake if they are
using more EPs than the player(s) in the position ahead. A player can only gain 1 position each turn, although
they may overtake more than one player if they happen to be sharing the position.
NMR half the remaining EPs (rounded down) will be selected.
It’s a nice simple game, with the number of turns open to adjusting. I’m pretty sure it will work, what I’m not
sure is whether it will be fun to play. I’ll take opinions at the end of the game to see if it’s worthy of another
outing or two. I think the minimum number of players should be 5.
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on-the-shelf
vol. XVI, no. 53
28 November 2020
Brought to you by Tom Howell: off-the-shelf at olympus.net. Welcome to on-the-shelf, volume XVI, number 53.

The Breaking Away! game start has been delayed. See game report below for further details.
Meanwhile, there is lots of action in ‘Just for Richard’ [Snakes and Ladders] and ‘Tempest’ [Love
Letter]. whilst Kamakura [Machi Koro] continues to slowly build.
In the WitWiKN? Chris goes his separate way, whilst his former companions relocate and are joined
by Steve. Meanwhile, some player(s?) appear to have uncovered what may turn out to be an important
clue. While they continue to ponder, perhaps you could join in and help to figure out who, and ...

Where in the World is Kendo Nagasaki?
New players welcome anytime. Game goes 10 rounds, unless won earlier.
Round 1:
Bob Gingell
Steve Guest
Chris Hibbert
Dane Maslen
Bob Pitman
Jim Reader

Mary Seacole (1805-1881)
Richard Osman (1970- )
Robert Maynard Pirsig (1928-2017)
Michael Balls (1938- )
Sir Edmund Hillary (1919-2008)
Paul Zoungrana (1917-2000)

Sevastopol
(44.583332, 33.516666)
Baikonur, Kazakhstan
(37.616667, 63.316666)
Balti, Moldova
(47.7667, 27.9167)
Pelotas, Brazil
(-31.771944, -52.3425)
Aswan, Egypt
(24.088889, 32.899723)
Mount Lidgbird,
(-31.55, 159.083328)
Lord Howe Island, Australia
Richard Smith Kevin Bacon (1958- )
Two Egg, Florida, USA
(30.852778, -85.076385)
Martin Walker Taylor Swift (1989- )
Madras, India
(13.083333, 80.266667)
Brendan Whyte Anne Bancroft (1931-2005)
Beverley Hills*, USA
(34.081, -118.397919)
* specifically: 607 North Palm Drive
Public response to player with closest guess: As have you, I have performed more than one occupation within our
respective fields.

Round 2:
None of you are closer than any of the others to Kendo’s hiding place; and none of you are any farther than any of the
others. Some of you might want to diversify the locational part of your guesses.
Bob Gingell
William Shakespeare (1564-1616)
Yekaterinburg, Russia
(56.833333, 60.583333)
Steve Guest
Jared Kushner (1981- )
Yekaterinburg, Russia
(56.833333, 60.583333)
Chris Hibbert Donald Roller Wilson (1938- )
Yekaterinburg, Russia
(56.833333, 60.583333)
Dane Maslen Red Rum (1965-1995)
Yekaterinburg, Russia
(56.833333, 60.583333)
Bob Pitman
Sebastian Coe (1956- )
Yekaterinburg, Russia
(56.833333, 60.583333)
Jim Reader
Tang Yin (1470-1524)
Yekaterinburg, Russia
(56.833333, 60.583333)
Richard Smith Charles Babbage (1791-1871)
Yekaterinburg, Russia
(56.833333, 60.583333)
Martin Walker David Bowie (1947-2016)
Yekaterinburg, Russia
(56.833333, 60.583333)
Brendan Whyte Tim the Yowie Man (unknown- )
Yekaterinburg, Russia
(56.833333, 60.583333)
Public response to player with closest guess: One of you is faster afoot than I; but he's also faster afoot than all the rest of
you. Restated: One of you is of a different species than I; but he’s also of a different species than all the rest of you.

Round 3:
Bob Gingell
Kathrine Switzer (1947- )
Kathmandu
(27.7, 85.333333)
Steve Guest
Alfred Bester (1913-1987)
El Tigre, Venezuela
(8.89, -64.26)
Chris Hibbert Donald Roller Wilson (1938- )
Chiang Mai, Thailand
(18.795279, 98.998611)
Dane Maslen Billie Jean King (1943- )
Amarillo, Texas, USA
(35.199165, -101.845276)
Bob Pitman
Alfred Wainwright (1907-1991)
Wales, Alaska, USA
(65.612222, -168.089172)
Jim Reader
Andy Green (1962- )
Puerto Natales, Chile
(-51.733333, -72.516667)
Richard Smith Steven Wilson (1967- )
Santiago de Compostela, Spain (42.877778, -8.544444)
Martin Walker Tony Blair (1953- )
Hanoi, Vietnam
(21.033333, 105.849999)
Brendan Whyte Carl Lewis (1961- )
Yekaterinburg, Russia
(56.833333, 60.583333)
Public response to player with closest guess: You are between two and two-and-a-half times my age.
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Round 4:
Bob Gingell
John Lennon (1940-1980)
Steve Guest
Hari Kondabolu (1982- )
Chris Hibbert Sidney Crosby (1987- )
Dane Maslen Emma Watson (1990- )
Bob Pitman
Mark Zuckerberg (1984- )
Jim Reader
Michael Strahan (1971- )
Richard Smith Miley Cyrus (1992- )
Martin Walker Justin Timberlake (1981- )
Brendan Whyte Black Caviar (2006- )
Public response to player with closest guess: Wrong gender

in Singapore
in Long Apu, Malaysia
in Singapore
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia
in Corregidor Is., Philippines
in New York City, NY, USA
in Manila, Philippines
in Singapore
in Gaborone, Botswana

(1.283333, 103.833333)
(3.133333, 114.816667)
(1.283333, 103.833333)
(11.55, 104.916667)
(14.385556, 120.573059)
(40.7127, -74.005898)
(14.583333, 120.966667)
(1.283333, 103.833333)
(-24.658056, 25.912222)

Round 5:

Bob Gingell
Steve Guest
Chris Hibbert
Dane Maslen
Bob Pitman
Jim Reader
Richard Smith
Martin Walker
Brendan Whyte

Scarlett Johansson (1984- ) in Jakarta, Indonesia
(-6.2, 106.816667)
Imelda Therinne (1982- )
in Jakarta, Indonesia
(-6.2, 106.816667)
Brooke Sweat (1986- )
in Taiping, Malaysia
(4.85, 100.733333)
Emma Watson (1990- )
in Hiroshima, Japan
(34.385277, 132.455276)
Ed Sheeran (1991- ) in Sukhothai Historical Park, Thailand (17.021111, 99.703611)
Pete Davidson (1993- )
in Medan, Sumatra, Indonesia (3.583333, 98.666667)
Miley Cyrus (1992- )
in Kuching, Malaysia
(1.561111, 110.341667)
Madonna (1958- )
in Jakarta, Indonesia
(-6.2, 106.816667)
Phar Lap (1926-1932)
in Johor Bahru, Malaysia
(1.455556, 103.761108)

Public response to player with closest guess: You found my birthplace.

Round 16

Snakes and Ladders

Just for Richard

John climbs up into a shared lead with Richard, as Judy discovers how fleeting fame can be, dropping
back to fall in behind the new leaders. Chris and Brendan also suffer setbacks while Martin
appears to have found a rung up. Roger, Steve, and Bob continue slow steady progress with Bob
maintaining his hold on the sweeper’s position.
+---------+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+-----+-----+-----+-----+
|
| R1 | R2 | R3 | R4 | R5 | R6 | R7 | R8 | R9 | R10 | R11 | R12 | R13 |
+---------+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+-----+-----+-----+-----+
| John
| 36 | 39 | 45 | 50 | 51 | 48 | 51 | 55 | 56 | 62 | 64 | 69 | 71 |
| Richard | 3 | 7 | 29 | 34 | 40 | 59 | 63 | 64 | 67 | 73 | 75 | 80 | 81 |
| Judy
| 4 | 6 | 9 | 14 | 19 | 19 | 51 | 44 | 49 | 75 | 54 | 44 | 49 |
| Chris
| 3 | 4 | 9 | 11 | 15 | 51 | 22 | 10 | 16 | 19 | 51 | 55 | 60 |
| Martin | 5 | 11 | 12 | 16 | 18 | 51 | 55 | 44 | 45 | 51 | 54 | 59 | 62 |
| Roger
| 3 | 5 | 6 | 10 | 16 | 51 | 75 | 70 | 75 | 81 | 84 | 67 | 59 |
| Steve
| 5 | 6 | 10 | 16 | 19 | 51 | 56 | 44 | 29 | 33 | 39 | 59 | 64 |
| Brendan | 1 | 6 | 29 | 32 | 36 | 59 | 43 | 48 | 51 | 75 | 81 | 67 | 70 |
| Bob
| 36 | 3 | 29 | 33 | 39 | 59 | 64 | 67 | 81 | 88 | 78 | 84 | 89 |
+---------+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+-----+-----+-----+-----+
+---------+-----+-----+-----+
|
| R14 | R15 | R16 |
+---------+-----+-----+-----+
| John
| 74 | 78 | 88 |
Next round, we’ll do turns 17 and 18. your
| Richard | 88 | 89 | 88 |
trapdoor nomination will bu used for both turns.
| Judy
| 75 | 91 | 87 |
| Chris
| 84 | 88 | 81 |
| Martin | 81 | 67 | 81 |
| Roger
| 70 | 74 | 80 |
| Steve
| 70 | 74 | 75 |
| Brendan | 71 | 73 | 70 | During turn 16, there were no trapdoors activated.
| Bob
| 70 | 59 | 62 |
+---------+-----+-----+-----+
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Machi Koro

Round 6

鎌倆

( Kamakura )

Steve’s agricultural investments begin to pay off as he continues to expand them. Roger and Richard get more
heavily into restaurant businesses.
Round Six:
Player

Turn

Roll

Results

Builds

Steve

7

4

Steve receives one coin from his Corn Field and Flower Shop
three coins from his flower orchards.

Roger

8

3

Steve receives one coin from his Corn Field;
Roger receives two coins from his Bakeries.

Richard

8

4

Steve receives one coin from his Corn Field and Hamburger Stand
three coins from his Flower Orchards; Richard
receives one coin from his Convenience Store.

Steve

8

1

Steve visits Roger’s Sushi Bar, leaving behind 3 Flower Shop
coins; then everyone receives income from their
Wheat Fields.

Café

Status Table
Player

Coins Buildings

Landmarks

Roger Trethewey

5

Wheat Field, Sushi Bar, Bakery (2), Café (1+1),
Convenience Store, Forest, Furniture Factory

City Hall, Harbor

Richard Smith

2

Wheat Field (2), Ranch, Bakery (2), Convenience
City Hall, Harbor
Store, Forest, French Restaurant, Hamburger Stand

Steve Ham

12

Wheat Field, Bakery, Corn Field, Flower Orchard
(3), Flower Shop (2+2)

City Hall

Player order for round seven will be Roger, Richard, Steve, Roger. Remember: if you get to your buy phase with no
coins, your City Hall will give you one.
I will assume you are rolling a single die (d6) unless you have a Train Station AND tell me you want to roll two dice.
Otherwise, rules as per the game rulebook.
The Market Place sees the Hamburger stand replaced by a Mackerel Boat.
For round seven, please tell me which establishment you wish to purchase from the following market place:

Market Place (numbers in parentheses are the quantity on offer), {numbers in brackets are the cost}:
Café (2) {2}

Flower Shop (1) {1}

Sushi Bar (2) {4}

Bakery (1) {1}

Wheat Field (1) {1}

Soda Bottling Plant
(1) {5}

Cheese Factory (1)
{5}

Produce Market
(1) {2}

Mackerel Boat (1) {2}

Food Warehouse
(1) {2}

TV Station (2) {7}

Business Center (1) {8}

off the Reference Shelf
CDs
The Glass Hotel, by Emily St. John Mandel
The Grown Woman’s Guide to Online Dating, by Margot Starbuck – more about God than dating, Couldn’t
finish it.
Three-Fifths, by John Vercher - a bit of a downer.
Daddy, by Emma Cline
Face It, by Debbie Harry
Hollywood Park, bi Mikel Jollett

DVDs
Requiem for the American Dream: Noam Chomsky and the Principles of Concentration of Wealth & Power,
from Gravitas Ventures
Herz Aus Glas, ein Film von Verner Herzog
Hairspray, a comedy by John Waters
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Love Letter – Game 3 – Tempest
Bob wins hand 8 to take the first love token and inflict John’s first elimination. Will John take his
revenge as he plays in half of the remaining hands?

Round Four
cardsleft

R4

Jim

John

Richard

Bob

R5

Jim

John

6

Hand 1

(B) K

(G)

(C)

(S)

Hand 1

to play

6

Hand 2

G

(C)

(H)

(G)

Hand 2

to play

6

Hand 3

(S)

C

(G)

(G)

Hand 3

5

Hand 4

(S)

(S)

Pr (B)

(G)

Hand 4

6

Hand 5

(G)(B)

(G)

(B)

G

Hand 5

6

Hand 6

H

(C)

(G)

(G)

Hand 6

6

Hand 7

(H)

H

(S)

(G)

Hand 7

-

Hand 8

(B)(C)

(B)(Pcs)

(G)

(H) G

Hand 8

OUT

OUT

5

Hand 9

(G)(G)

(Pr)(S)

(B)

H

Hand 9

OUT

to play

6

Hand 10

H

(G)

(S)

(C)

Hand 10

6

Hand 11

(B)

G

(G)

(S)(K)

Hand 11

6

Hand 12

(H)

(G)

G

(S)

Hand 12

6

Hand 13

(H)

(G)

(S)

H

Hand 13

Richard

Bob
OUT

to play
to play
OUT

to play
to play
to play
OUT

WIN

to play

OUT

to play

to play
to play

Pcs = Princess, C = Countess, K = King, Pr = Prince, H = Handmaid, B = Baron, S = Spy, G = Guard

Hand 1: Jim plays the King and trades hands with Richard
Hand 2: Jim plays a Guard against John and guesses that he has the King - He does not.
Hand 3: John plays the Countess.
Hand 4: Richard plays the Prince against Richard. He turns over the Baron and draws a new card.
Hand 5: Bob plays a Guard against Richard and guesses that he has the Countess - He does not.
Hand 6: Jim plays a Handmaid.
Hand 7: John plays a Handmaid.
Hand 8: Bob plays a Guard against John and guesses that he has the Princess - He does and is OUT!
Hand 9: Bob plays a Handmaid.
Hand 10: Jim plays a Handmaid.
Hand 11: John plays a Guard against Richard and guesses that he has the Prince - He does not.
Hand 12: Richard plays a Guard against Bob and guesses that he has the Baron - He does not.
Hand 13: Bob plays a Handmaid.
Handmaids currently protect: Hand 2: Richard; Hand 6: Jim; Hand 7: Jim, John; Hand 9: Bob; Hand 10: Jim;
Hand 12: Jim; Hand 13: Jim, Bob.
Tokens held:

Bob 1,

Jim 0,

Richard 0, & John 0.

In My Neighborhood
Two summers ago, we had the masonry heater inspected by Peninsula Chimney Services. The report
we were given said it shouldn’t need checking again for another 2 years, unless we had problems. It
having been two years and a couple of months, last July I tried calling PCS. All I got was a ring tone.
All I ever got was that end rang until I hung up. Figuring it must be a land line without an answering
machine, I kept trying. After a couple of months of that, I got out the phone book and called B&B
Chimney Sweepers. I left a message on their answering machine. I repeated that exercise several
times with a couple of weeks between messages. I mentioned the situation to Barb, who suggested I
do the cleaning myself. What the heck. I pulled the inspection port at the beginning of the flue run
and looked inside.
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The far wall had a thin alligator-skin-like coating. I don’t think it’s creosote, but I decided I wanted
someone who knew what they were looking at to take a look at it. Getting frustrated and closer to
heating season, I got out the phone book (such as it is these days) and checked every listing under
Chimney Cleaning.
There weren’t a lot of choices. B&B (listed twice), A+ in Silverdale: they’ll probably want more to
drive out here than they will for the job itself, so last resort; Sekiu Chimney Sweeps: nearly as far as
Silverdale, but in the opposite direction; and Fire Pro. Fire Pro actually answered the phone. After
telling him what I had, where I’m at, and the experience I’ve just related to you, he told me that the
PCS guy had moved out of the area, apparently within a month of having done our place two years
ago; and the B&B guy had retired. So, what’s with the misleading phone situations? A disconnected
or no longer in service line, I can figure out; and a message changed from ‘leave me a message, I’ll get
back to you’ to ‘I’ve retired call someone else,’ sure would have been appropriate.
Anyway, Fire Pro says he’s the only sweep in the area and he’s swamped. So we scheduled him to
inspect my heater on 19 November. When he knocked on the door, there were two guys. I told them
the first thing we needed to do was me telling them I was about a week and a half into a shingles
outbreak. If they’d had chicken pox or the shots, they were probably ok, but I had no idea if I was still
contagious at that point. I told them that I’d be happy to get the inspection and any cleaning done
now, but that if they wanted to postpone, I’d understand. So, we’re now scheduled for 23rd December.
We had sunshine most of yesterday, the first in nearly two weeks, and I never lit off the masonry
heater. Today looks to be mostly overcast even if it doesn’t rain at some point – actually, the sun
poked its cheery rays through a hole in the clouds as I typed the beginning of this sentence, but is now
fading. One doesn’t need to wait five minutes for the weather to change around here! Anyway, I’ll
send this off to Richard then go build another fire so I’m not freezing when I get up tomorrow
morning.

Round 00

Breaking Away

Lake Crescent

Lake Crescent, Washington, USA, 28 Nov 2020; Event organizers for The Lake Crescent Cycling
Extravaganza have announced a postponement of the start of the inaugural competition due to
inclement weather. Fortunately, five of the teams have safely arrived at the Athletes’ Village here
on Barne’s Point before the onset of exceptionally heavy rain for this location and time of year.
Unfortunately, the Welsh Team Owen (provisionally named for their sponsor) have not arrived and
no word has been received from them. Event Doctor Ulysses Betternot has taken the opportunity
presented by the delay to expedite processing of pre-race drug tests.
Press:
The Event Director was overheard telling the head of event security, “As soon as this rain lets up, send
out a search party. I’m worried the Welsh contingent’s van may have been washed into the lake by
this deluge.”
U. Betternot: I am pleased to announce the results from the pre-race drug tests, which show all
athletes to be free of any and all banned substances. We initially diagnosed a bladder infection in
one rider, but an investigation and subsequent testing revealed inadequate instructions on the part
of the technician who collected the first sample. The technician has been sent back to school for
remedial instruction on collection techniques and will have no further participation in this event.
Missy: Our latest plan to rule the Universe starts by winning the race…
Rumours heard in the Athletes’ Village: Them Welsh riders didn’t show because they’re afraid they
won’t pass the drug screening.
U. Betternot was overheard assuring the Event Director that he had no reason to expect that Team
Owen riders wouldn’t pass the drug tests as easily as had the other teams.
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Track

no. 6

The Celestial Steam Locomotive
A new and totally different subzine with nothing to do with blancmanges
richard530smith@btinternet.com
21st November 2020

This issue's picture was created on November 6th when Mr. Trump was claiming voting irregularities in
the presidential election, and the mighty Southampton FC were top of the English Premier League for the
first time ever (they briefly topped the old first division in 1988). It was a short stay but maybe they'll be
back later in the season, ideally at the very end :-)
My new Honduras RR map has a gamestart in CSL (RR2449HN, 5 players) and another in PP (RR2448HN,
4 players). This has worked out nicely though I still don't have access to an A3 printer so I've made some
half-map A4 images and I own some Sellotape.
Meanwhile, Cosmic Celebrity Cricket now has 4 players so can start, huzzah! I have tweaked the rules very
slightly, and rolled the squad stats. I did this with real dice and have decided to run the whole game without
using a computer program, despite the risk of RSI. One advantage manual adjudication is that I can be more
flexible on conditional orders.
I still need 1 or 3 for Save Our Leader (becoming less topical by the minute) and 1 or 2 more for Feudality
https://variablepig.org/rules/feudality.html
Saints top of the league really did happen, I wasn't dreaming, which brings me on to last night when I
actually remembered a decent chunk of a dream. I'm usually able to recall nothing at all or just a few
sketchy bits and bobs, but this time there was a goodly bit of footage...
...I was walking around in a town with some friends when I felt the need for a number 2. After going
into a pub and buying a round of beers, I set off for the gents. There were four cubicles and the doors to
them were all closed. Then suddenly one of the doors swung open. I waited for someone to exit, but no-one
did so I cautiously stepped through the open door. It led into an enormous room with ornate 19th century
decor, no windows and a white flush toilet in the far corner...
...then I woke up.
So what does it mean? It might just be "wake up you need the loo" but it could be something more
meaningful. For example, I once had a dream about riding a motorcycle in the dark in a city centre in my
underpants, and I was told this might indicate a deep-seated sense of insecurity.
Richard

At least two APBM subzine editors support Southampton FC
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King of Tokyo - Round 11
Postal rules (3-4 players only) and link to F2F rulebook are available at
https://variablepig.org/rules/kingoftokyo.html .
Rumble Report

Cretosaurus claims his second scalp in bout 2, by polishing off the wounded
Megakitty. Other monsters manage a spot of healing to (hopefully) keep them
alive for the run-in. No cards bought this round.
Bout 1: Cyclops quietly gains VPs, health and energy, not wanting to anger the Cretbeast.
Bout 2: Megakitty1 fell to the ravenous claws of Cretosaurus whose fans chant 2-0 in Japanese.
Bout 3: Brexitator heals and has a little nibble at Cretosaurus who is unmoved.
Bout 4: Megakitty1 kicks Cyclops out of Tokyo but gets healthier first so looks strong with the added power
of the Burrowing card (see description).
Turn 11 Bouts Table
Bout 1
Cyclops rolls 1, 2, 3, 3, C, E, H
Cyclops rolls [3, 3] 3, 1, 1, C
Cyclops rolls [3, 3, 3] E, E, H
Cyclops gets 3VP for the 3 3s
Cyclops inflicts no damage on Cretosaurus who
remains in Tokyo
Cyclops heals 1 point
Cyclops saves 6E for later
Bout 3
Brexitator rolls 1, 2, 2, C, C, E
Brexitator rolls 2, C, E, E, H, H
Brexitator rolls: [H, H] 2, C, E, E
Brexitator inflicts 1 damage on Cretosaurus who
remains in Tokyo
Brexitator heals 2 points
Brexitator saves 3E for later

Bout 2
Cretosaurus
Cretosaurus
Cretosaurus
Cretosaurus
Cretosaurus
Cretosaurus

rolls 3, C, C, E, E, H
rolls [C, C, H] 2, 3, C
rolls [C, C, C, H] 1, H
inflicts 3 damage Magakiity1, killing him!
heals 2 points
enters Tokyo +1VP

Bout 4
Megakitty1 rolls 1 ,1, 3, C, E, E
Megakitty1 rolls [C] 2, 3, C, E, H
Megakitty1 rolls [C, C] C, H, H, H
Megakitty1 inflicts 3 damage on Cyclops who yields
Tokyo (+1VP)
Megakitty1 heals 3 points

Status Table (italic monster in Tokyo, bold turn is next up)
Turn

Bout 1

V H E Bout 2

1, 5,
9, 13

Brexitator
(John Walker)
Cards: None

12 0

2 Megakitty1
2
(Bob Pitman)
Cards: Media
Friendly, Spiked
Tail

0

1 Cyclops
8
(Kevin Lee)
Cards: Battery
Monster (2 left)

6

4 Cretosaurus
(Jim Reader)
Cards: Solar
Powered

8

3

3

2, 6,
10, 14

Cretosaurus
(Jim Reader)
Cards: Even
Bigger [13]

4

8

0 Brexitator
(John Walker)
Cards: None
[13]

8

7

3 Megakitty1
(Bob Pitman)
Cards: Armor
Plating

4

5

1 Cyclops
(Kevin Lee)
Cards: Energy
Hoarder

7

4

8

3, 7,
11, 15

Cyclops
(Kevin Lee)
Cards: None
[14]

5

5

6 Cretosaurus

4

6

0 Brexitator
(John Walker)
Cards: None

7

9

3 Megakitty1

2

8

0

0

4

0 Cyclops
(Kevin Lee)
Cards: Rapid
Healing

4

5

0 Cretosaurus

1

5

2 Brexitator
(John Walker)
Cards: None

7

3

1

4, 8,
Megakitty1
12, 16 (Bob Pitman)
Cards: Jets

(Jim Reader)
Cards: None

V H E Bout 3

V H E Bout 4

[14]

(Jim Reader)
Cards: None

(Bob Pitman)
Cards:
Burrowing

V H E
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Card Descriptions [Owned by Monsters]
Name
Armor Plating
Battery Monster
Energy Hoarder
Media Friendly
Solar Powered
Burrowing
Jets
Rapid Healing
Spiked Tail
Even Bigger

Type
Keep
Keep
Keep
Keep
Keep
Keep
Keep
Keep
Keep
Keep

Cost
4
3
3
2
2
5
5
3
5
4

Description
No damage when taking exactly 1 damage
6E in reserve, move 2 into bank before turn
get 1V for every 6E in bank at end of turn
+1E when buying cards
+1E if no E at end of turn
+1C on roll when in Tokyo, when yielding new monster gets -1H
No damage when yielding Tokyo
Spend 2E any time to get 1H
+1C if at least 1C rolled
+2H when card bought, can have up to 12H as long as card owned

Turn 12 Bout 1: Megakitty1 (Bob) to play. Cretosaurus (Jim) is in Tokyo. Cards 1-3 on sale, 4-6 reserve

(see rules).
#
1
2
3
4
5
6

Name
Tank
Alien Origin
Energy Hoarder
Acid Attack
Poison Quills
Fire Breathing

Type
Discard
Keep
Keep
Keep
Keep
Keep

Cost
4
3
3
6
3
4

Description
+4VP -3H
Power cards cost 1E less to buy
Gain 1 VP for every 6E in hand at end of turn
Add 1C to roll
+2C if 222 or better in numbers
Neighbouring monsters lose 1H if at least 1C rolled

Turn 12 Bout 2: Cyclops (Kevin) to play. Cretosaurus (Jim) is in Tokyo. Cards 1-3 on sale, 4-6 reserve (see

rules).
#
1
2
3
4
5
6

Name
Extra Head
Made In A Lab
Energy Drink
Flame Thrower
Jet Fighters
Nuclear Power Plant

Type
Keep
Keep
Keep
Discard
Discard
Discard

Cost
7
2
3
3
5
6

Description
You get 1 extra die
Can buy cards from reserve
Spend 1E to get extra dice roll
All other monsters -2H
+5VP -4H
+2VP +3H

Turn 12 Bout 3: Cretosaurus (Jim) to play. Cretosaurus (Jim) (+2VP) is in Tokyo. Cards 1-3 on sale, 4-6

reserve (see rules).
#
1

Name
Shrink Ray

Type
Keep

Cost
6

2
3
4
5
6

Giant Brain
Heal
Camouflage
Evacuation Orders
Tank

Keep
Discard
Keep
Discard
Discard

5
3
3
7
4

Description
Give 1 Shrink Ray token to each monster you wound. At the
beginning of their turn monsters roll 1 die less for each token.
Rolled Hs may be used to remove tokens instead of damage.
1 extra dice roll per turn
+2H
Roll die for each H lost, if H rolled do not lose that H
All rival monsters lose 5VP
+4VP -3H

Turn 12 Bout 4: Brexitator (John) to play. Megakitty1 (Jim) is in Tokyo. Cards 1-3 on sale, 4-6 reserve (see

rules).
#
1
2
3
4
5
6

Name
It Has A Child
We're Only Making
It Stronger
Frenzy
Gourmet
Rapid Healing
Gas Refinery

Type
Keep
Keep

Cost
7
3

Description
If you lose all H, lose all VPs and restart on 10H outside Tokyo
When you lose 2H or more gain 1E

Discard
Keep
Keep
Discard

7
4
3
6

Take another turn after this one
2VPs when you roll 111 or better
Spend 2E any time to gain 1H
+2VP all other monsters -3H
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Golden Strider Tarnished V2 - ROUND 5
The revised (much simpler) rules were printed in Variable Pig 177 and are available on the Variable Pig
website at https://variablepig.org/rules/golden.html#tarnished
Arthur Owen, Jim Reader, Steve Ham, John Walker and Bob Gingell are our athlete managers each of whom
has two runners in this race which is 64 squares long.
P
1=
1=
1=
4=
4=
4=
7=
8=
9
10

S
17
17
17
16
16
16
15
14
12
9

Runner
Ann Droid
Will Do
Stan Ozolol
Nutkin
Glen Buterol
Twitchy
Mr. Jones
Mr. Smith
Al Berto
S A Lazar

Position 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th+
Bonus

0

1

1

2

2

2

2

2

0

Yet again the back two fail to get a bonus whilst the rest of the field fails to social distance. Long time leader
Ann Droid now has Stan Ozolol for company as Mr. Jones drops back. Will anyone attempt to break away
(er, wrong game) or will the threat of a $1m fine and 10 years in jail put them off?

COSMIC CELEBRITY CRICKET - GAMESTART
Jim Reader, Mike Townsend, John Walker and Steve Guest are our extraterrestrial
cricket managers. Rules at https://variablepig.org/rules/cccricket.html
It's going to be a mini-tournament of 4 x 40 overs games. For the semi-finals, Jim's
team will take on Mike's team at Old Fartford whist John's team plays Steve's at
The Jabber. The final will be played at Lards and the 3rd place match at The Nose
Boil.
Each team manager should supply the following orders:
Team Name: Anything you like.
Player Names: Each manager has been sent at squad of unnamed players (just stats) and these need to be
matched to persons (or animals) from TV or radio (live, dead, real or fictitious). Note that because all
players are replicas the same player can appear in more than one team (with different stats, of course).
Pick Team: The 11 to play the semi-final must be chosen, and the captain and wicket keeper nominated.
(Pitch Conditions): Old Fartford is currently a "nice pitch for batting" all bowlers -1 and The Jabber is an
"uneven bouncer" fast bowlers +2, medium +1
(Weather): The Flungonians have pressed the button on the random weather machine and it's hot and dry
at Old Fartford (spin bowlers +1) and "normal" (whatever that is) at The Jabber (no modifiers).
Toss: Each manger should say whether they want to bat or bowl if winning the toss.
Press: Welcome but not compulsory (you may whinge about your stats but they are completely random)

Variable Pig – (Creole)

54

RAILWAY RIVALS - HS2 PRIVATE SECTOR (RR2446HS2) - ROUND 1
A very interesting start with two companies going for HS2 line and
two avoiding it.
TGV could have HS'd it (almost) to the Birmingham Interchange but
chose instead to build standard line to Oxford then tunnel under the
HS2 reserved area to Coventry (perhaps trying to reach Warwick
University?). BUM also eschewed the HS2 line but did
(significantly?) make it to the East Midlands Interchange.
SHIRT, being in the "kingmaker" position chose to head for London
and narrowly stayed in the black whilst ZIPPY made a tidy start in
the north west.
SHIRT
Michael Pargman
Blue

1a. [6] (Birmingham) - - Birmingham Interchange = N22 = N23 = = P24
1b. [4] (P24) = = R25 = R26 = S27
1c. [6] (S27) = S28 = = U29; (M22) - N21 - - COVENTRY
BANK: 20 + 6 - 21 (HS2 costs) = 5

TGV
Jim Reader
Yellow

1a. [6] (London) - Y33 - - - - - T30
1b. [4] (T30) - - -Q29 - OXFORD
1c. [6] (Oxford) - - - - - - P23 (-4 for tunnel at P24)
BANK: 20 +6 -4 = 22

ZIPPY
Natalie Amery
Green

1a. [6] (Liverpool) - C8 - C7 - WIGAN = D7 = D8 = E9
1b. [4] (E9) === E10 = F10
1c. [6] (F10) = F11 = F12 = CREWE; (Wigan) - D5 - D4 - PRESTON
BANK: 20 +6 +6 +6 - 14 (HS2 costs) = 24

BUM
Arthur Owen
Red

1a. [6] (Leeds) - - - - - - SHEFFIELD
1b. [4] (Sheffield) - - O11 - P11 - P12
1c. [6] (P12) - O13 - - DERBY - - East Midlands Interchange - R16
BANK: 20 +6 +6 = 32

A map showing the latest builds is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2446HS2.jpg
Thanks to Natalie for suggesting = to denote an HS2 build.
Rolls for Round 2: 2a) 6 2b) 6 2c) 5

Railway Rivals South Downs Way (RR2346SDW) - Round 12
Race 36 was quick blast over Beacon Hill narrowly won by FBR. In race 37,
GREEN was again pipped, this time by GODOWN who opted to pay to go via
Selborne Common for the shortest line.
In race 38, GREEN and FBR both had to send late instructions to their
drivers to detour via Woolbedding Common and Cissbury Ring
respectively, with GREEN coming home first.
Race 39 went to FBR by the odd roll in five, whist BLACK's slightly shorter line did the trick in race 40. No.
41 was an unopposed victory ending with an open-topped bus tour parading the trophy around the streets
of Southampton. An extremely long JR between FBR and GODOWN running almost the entire length of the
Way was the apt closer to the competition.
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GREEN

Brad Martin
36) Droxford (25) - Cheriton (14)
37) Selborne (32) - Portsmouth
(Sp2)
38) Storrington (52) - Fernhurst (41)

Blue
10 [8]
+4
10 [15]
-5 +5
20 [25]
-1 +1

39) Lavant (46) - Buriton (34)

FBR

Jim Reader
Red
20 [7]
-4

10 [28]
-1 -1
20 [15]
-3 -1 +2
+1

Last Turn
Points from Races
Builds
Points Total

Black

GODOWN

Bob Gingell
Purple

20 [14]
+5 -5

40) Rottingdean (61) - Steyning (54)
41) Bishop's Waltham (21) Southampton (Sp1)
42) Winchester (11) - Alfriston (63)

BLACK

Roger Trethewey

+1
+1
20 [18]
-2 -2 -1

+1
10 [15]
+3 -2
10 [20]
+2 +2

20 [8]
JR 10 [62]

388
64
0
452

224
53
0
277

JR 10 [62]

153
17
0
170

327
56
0
383

A map showing the final map is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2346SDW.jpg

Congratulations to Brad! Game end comments welcome and will be printed next issue. I have
some on file, feel free to update them if you wish.

RAILWAY RIVALS - HONDURAS (RR2449HN) - GAMESTART

Jim Reader, Brad Martin, Arthur Owen, Michael Pargman and Bob Gingell all set off to make their fortunes
in Central America. It's the full 5 players so the starts are one each at Puerto Cortes, La Cieba (both shown
on the 1925 map above) Choluteca, Catacamas or Santa Barabara.
So it's the usual company names / acronyms, start town and colour preferences by the deadline please. I
may or may not have my "equitable start calculator" web page ready by then.
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Railway Rivals Xanth 2.0 (RR2375XA2) - Round 11
In Race 29 GOBLIN had to use his last Dragon Repellent spell but was able
to buy two more from Humphrey (for "Ron"). Race 23 was very close
between all the contestants except DST, BREXIT just missing out on the
prize money. In Race 31 it was GOBLIN who missed out, but they cashed
in as sole entrants of race 32.
Race 33 saw DST's train threatened by the dragon; just as well he had one
last repellent spell as some good rolls saw him come home first. In race 34
it was BREXIT's turn to fend off the dragon to claim his 20GP.
In the final race, DST profited from GREEN's mundanity as the dragon finally got a metal / passenger
sandwich to fill its tummy.
Notes: Being a bit mean, but in the interests of simplicity, I did state before that (quote from FAQ)
"Humphrey is a busy man and all spell orders must be made in advance" - so you can't make buying
replacement spells conditional on the ones used / remaining. Conditional builds aren't allowed in any RR
game as far as I know.
The unidirectional races / one way bridge issue meant I had to change Arthur's route slightly in race 33
(GREEN line S14-R17, GOBLIN line R17-Faux Pas)
All questions so far are summarised in a FAQ at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/xanthrr.html
DST

Last Turn
Points from Races
Builds
Spells
Points Total

GOBLIN

BREXIT

Arthur Owen

Roger Trethewey

Steve Guest

Michael Pargman

DR=0 EP=0 MP=0

DR=0 EP=0 MP=0

DR=2 EP=1 MP=1

DR=2 EP=3 MP=1

20 [11 +DR]
+1 (buy 2 DR)
15 [24]
+3 -4 +1
0 [26]
-2
20 [22]
-3

10 [11]
-4 -1
0 [25]
-2 -1 -1

Red

29) Gateway Castle (55) - Gap
Village (36) [Gap GOBLIN]
30) North Village (25) - Mount
Parnassus (62) [Gap OK RoM OK]
31) Elves (32) - Mundania
(Sp1)
32) Castle Roogna (45) - Fen
Village (21) [Gap OK]
33) Isthmus Village (11) Castle Roogna (46) [Gap DST]
34) Magic Dust Village (52) Isle of View (Sp4) [Gap BREXIT]
35) Troll Bridge (14) - Mount
Rushmost (61) [Gap GREEN]

GREEN

+4
0 [29]
+1 +4 +1
10 [26]
-4 +1

20 [32 + DR]
-4 -2

Green

15 [25]
-3 -1 +2
20 [24]
+4 -1 +2
+3
10 [30]
+4 -2

Orange

Blue

+2 +2
20 [16 + DR]

10 [38]
+1 +2

0 [32]
-1 +2
TRAIN EATEN

+1

20 [32]
-2 -2 -1

123
46
0
0
169

221
54
0
0
278

214
56
0
-8
264

269
36
-1
0
304

Builds:
DST: no builds; GREEN: no builds; GOBLIN: no builds
BREXIT: (R9) - Goblins (cost 1)

A map showing the latest builds is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2375XA2.jpg
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The final set of races is:
36)
38)
40)
42)

Peace (35) - Birds (22)
37) Isle of Illusion (Sp3) - Ivory Tower (65)
Griffins (23) - Ogres (15)
39) Noname Key (66) - Vortex (56)
Good Magician (43) - Centaur Isle (Sp5)
41) Goblins (31) - Ogre-fen-Ogre (16)
South Village (53) - Com-pewters Cave (42)

Enter up to 4 races, no builds. You can send gameend statements with your orders or wait until next time
when the final result is known.

Railway Rivals Xanth 2.0 (RR2390XA2) - Round 9
All three companies made it to the start line in the Dead Forest on
BADPUN's line. BIEN won the race and STORK NAKED was left out of
pocket following a shopping trip to the magician. BIEN then pipped
BADPUN to North Village, just like the Gap Village last round. However
the Ogres did finally get their trip to Centaur Isle in race 13.
In race 15, STORK NAKED took a small number of nature lovers from
the top of Mount Parnassus to go bird watching through an inferno and
a flood, then BADPUN was first to the Troll Bridge with one of his rivals not making it over The Gap.
BADPUN was also first to visit the goblins, and teleported to Mundania to trump STORK NAKED's express
line. No love for the Isle of View, but STORK NAKED was first to Isthmus Village and BADPUN easily fastest
to visit the Elves in race 21, despite the attentions of the ever-hungry dragon.
BIEN

Christian Bien
Orange

2) Dead Forest (54) - Black Village (12)
[Gap OK]

6) Isle of Illusion (Sp3) - North Village
(24)
13) Ogre-fen-Ogre (16) - Centaur Isle
(Sp5) [Gap OK]
15) Mount Parnassus (62) - Birds (22)

17) Gateway Castle (55) - Goblins (31)
[Gap OK]

20 [31]
-6
20 [13]
-4

0 [30]
-6 (buy 2DR 1EP 1MP)

10 [30]
+6 +6
10 [13]
+4
20 [41]
-2

+2
20 [27 + EP]
0 [35]
-2
TRAIN EATEN
10 [21]
-2 +4

Last Turn
Points from Races
Builds
Spells
Points Total

10 [29]

10 [27]

19) Isle of View (Sp4) - South Village (53)

BADPUN]

Black

DR=2 EP=2 MP=2

[Gap OK not applicable for BADPUN]

21) Castle Roogna (45) - Elves (32) [Gap

Green

BADPUN

Bob Gingell

DR=2 EP=2 MP=1

18) Good Magician (44) - Mundania (Sp2)

20) Centaurs (26) - Isthmus Village (11)

Jim Reader

DR=0 EP=0 MP=0

[Gap OK]

16) Fauns (63) - Troll Bridge (14) [Gap
BIEN]

STORK NAKED

20 [30]
+2
20 [17]
+2 -4 (buy MP)
20 [23 + MP]

No entrants
10 [17]
-3
10 [21]
+2 -1

20 [17]

+1

20 [16 +DR]
-2

126 +3 = 129
60
0
0
189

105
55
-3 -1
-8 -4 -5
139

191 -3 = 188
135
+1 -6 +2
-5
315

+3
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Correction: A payment of 3 from BADPUN to BIEN was missed in race 11.
Notes: See the other Xanth game for a note about conditional spell purchase. All questions so far are
summarised in a FAQ at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/xanthrr.html.
Builds:
BIEN: No builds
STORK NAKED: (Y32) - - W33 - W34 [-1 BADPUN W34] (cost 3)
BADPUN: (Ivory Tower) - A66 [+2]; (Dragons) - T11 - S11 - Goblins - R9 - Griffins (cost 6)

A map showing the latest builds is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2390XA2.jpg
The fourth set of races is:
22)
24)
26)
28)

Dead Forest (54) - Centaur Isle (Sp6)
Centaur Isle (Sp5) - Good Magician (44)
Peace (35) - Fauns (63)
Dragons (33) - Ogres (15)

23) Gateway Castle (55) - Birds (22)
25) Castle Roogna (46) - Fen Village (21)
27) Mount Rushmost (61) - Tall Hassle (13)

Enter up to 4 of the new races, and build up to 4 points of track.

Railway Rivals - Bolivia (RR2406BO) - Round 6
All four companies extend a bit, and make a few more connections including
special runs to neighbouring countries. Looks pretty tidy going into the race
stage apart from GREEN's south line being unconnected.
I did remember to check the races for length this time (after generating
using my web page) and all was well, albeit race 4 is rather short - the
minimum length is the default 3 hexes.
A map showing the latest builds is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2406BO.jpg
EVO
Brad Martin
Blue

6a. [6] (Guaqui) --- - - D25 - B26[Chile]
6b. [6] (O33) - P33 - P34 - O35; (Riberalta) - - O5 - GUAYAREMERIN
6c. [4] (O35) - - O37; (Cochabamba) - N25 - N24
BANK: 78 +6 -1(CHE, O37) -1(CHE, N25) -1(GREEN, N24) +1(MONOPOL, L28)
+1(MONPOL, H21) = 83

MONOPOL
Jim Reader
Yellow

6a. [6] (Cochabamba) - M25 - L24 - L23 --- K23
6b. [6] (K23) --- - - H21; (M28) - L28
6c. [4] (Ascension la Guarayas) - - - - Concepcion
BANK: 64 -1(EVO, L28) -1(CHE, L28) -3(GREEN, M25) -3(CHE, M25) -1(CHE, L23) 1(EVO, H21) = 54

GREEN
Roger Trethewey
Green

6a. [6] (Q23) - - --- - M21
6b. [6] (S15) - - - P13 --- Santa Ana Del Yacuma
6c. [4] (V31) - - T32 - - T34
BANK: 67 +1(EVO, N24) +3(GREEN, M25) -1(CHE, M21) -1(CHE, R14) +1(CHE, S14) =
70

CHE
Bob Gingell

6a. [6] (R17) - - - R14; (T37) --- U37
6b. [6] (U37) - Villa Montes; (P27) - AIQUILE; (Villa Montes) - W37; (R14) - S14; (T39)
- Yacuiba; (F24) - El Alto
6c. [4] (W37) - - - Z35 [Paraguay]; (E24) - Guaqui.
BANK: 33 +6 +1(EVO, O37) +1(EVO, N25) +1(MONOPOL, L28) +3(MONOPOL, M25)
+1(MONOPOL, L23) +1(GREEN, M21) +1(GREEN, R14) -1(GREEN, S14) = 47

Red
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The first set of races is:
1.
3.
5.
7.

Trinidad (25) - Cobija (11)
Montero (41) - Concepcion (52)
Camiri (62) - Caranavi (16)
San Borja (24) - Santa Cruz (42)

2. Cochabamba (35) - Ascencion de Guarayos (51)
4. Peru (S3) - La Paz (33)
6. Paraguay (S6) - Villazon (63)

Enter up to 4 races and build up to 10 points of track

ORIGINAL FILLER SUDOKU
The last 3 were all featured on Cracking The Cryptic, but this time it's one created from scratch by my own
fair brain. I like the "Sandwich Sudokus" that appear in the Grauniad and "XV" puzzles are a relatively new
thing on the internet.
In a Sandwich puzzle, the numbers on the right of each row and bottom of each column give you the total
of the numbers that sit between the 1 and the 9 (e.g. 2-3-1-4-5-6-7-9-8 = 22).
In an XV, the letter X or V sits between the two numbers that form a domino pair that add up for 10 (X) or
5 (V). The absence of an X or V between two numbers means they cannot add up to 10 or 5.
Combining the two genres, we get a satisfying but not too hard puzzle that requires no start numbers...

VARIABLE PIG (CREOLE)
Polar Pig #184
jim_reader”of”hotmail
.com

on-the-shelf vol
XVI , #53
off-the-shelf”of”Olympus
.net

The Celestial Steam
Locomotive #6
richard530smith"of"btinternet
.com

Here Be
Dragons #39
hbdragons”of”btinternet
.com

Jim Reader is the editor. Richard Smith does the printing and distribution from the UK and maintains the
Variable Pig website https://www.variablepig.org. The site holds back issues, game rules and RR/BB maps.
There is also a Mailing List primarily to notify readers of new issues, which is now hosted on the VP web
server. To (un)subscribe go to https://variablepig.org/mailman/listinfo/piggers_variablepig.org.

PIG WAITING LISTS
PUERTO RICO – Brad Martin, 2 – 4 more wanted for new game (Polar Pig).
6 NIMMT! – Game start inside. (Polar Pig)
MANEATER – Game start inside. (Polar Pig)
GOLDEN STRIDER – Game start inside. (Polar Pig)
RAIL BARON (Colorado Map) – Jon Carter, Arthur Owen, Brad Martin and Ian Owen. 1 more wanted. (Polar
Pig)
TEADANCE –. Game start inside (Polar Pig)
WORK, REST AND PLAY – Game start inside (Polar Pig)
BROTHERHOOD – Richard Smith, Mike Townsend, Brad Martin and John Walker. 2 more wanted (Polar Pig)
HARE AND TORTOISE – Kev Lee, John Walker, Arthur Owen, Brad Martin and Cian Owen. 1 more wanted.
(Polar Pig)
RAILWAY RIVALS – Oregon Map. Game start inside (Polar Pig)
RAILWAY RIVALS – Richard’s new Honduras Map. Game start inside (Polar Pig)
RAILWAY RIVALS – Richard’s new Honduras Map. Game start inside (Celestial Steam Locomotive)
RAILWAY RIVALS – Jim’s new Burkina Faso Map. Richard Smith, Bob Gingell, Christian Bien, Brad Martin,
Roger Trethewey, 1 - 2 more wanted (Polar Pig)
BUS BOSS – Jim’s new Lehigh Valley Map. Two game starts inside (Polar Pig)
DICE FORGE – New Game. Kev Lee, John Walker and Richard Smith. 1 more wanted (Polar Pig)
BREAKING AWAY – Tom Howell. 5 more wanted (Polar Pig)
ORIGINS OF WWI – Arthur Owen, Brendan Whyte, John Marsden (on-the-shelf)
BREAKING AWAY – Game (re)start inside (on-the-shelf)
WHERE IN THE WORLD IS KENDO NAGASAKI? - anyone can join in (on-the-shelf)
COSMIC CELEBRITY CRICKET – Jim Reader, Mike Townsend, John Walker, Steve Guest – Game start
inside (Celestial SL)
SAVE OUR LEADER! John Walker, Steve Ham, Jim Reader. 1 or 3 more wanted (Celestial SL)
FEUDALITY – new boardgame conversion – Jim Reader, Bob Pitman 1 or 2 more wanted (Celestial SL)
NRICH CENTRAL – All reader game – game start inside (Here Be Dragons)
BLIND TRIBUTE – 3 players wanted (Here Be Dragons)
RACECRAFT – 5-8 players wanted (Here Be Dragons)

THE DEADLINE FOR VARIABLE PIG (VISAYAN WARTY PIG) is December 25th 2020

The Visayan Warty Pig is a critically endangered species of Pig endemic to the Visayan Islands of the Central Philippines. Habitat loss and
hunting threatens this species with extinction and little is known about their behaviour in the wild. The name comes from three pairs of
fleshy warts found on the boar, thought to provide defence from other’s tusks during fights.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visayan_warty_pig

