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Variable Pig (BABIRUSA) 
 

POLAR PIG 180 
 

Hi Everyone and welcome to another issue of Variable Pig. There is a fair chance that this will also be 
another online only issue, while the lockdown continues. Hopefully, this will be the last. I think most of 
those that usually receive a hard copy of the zine managed without any problems, although there 
were one or two late orders. This is our fourth issue of the year, which is a record, although the 
turnround for this issue was a little slower at a respectable 3.5 weeks. 
 
The somewhat unexciting front cover features my two oldest possessions still in regular use. I was 
given the alarm clock for my 17th birthday by family friends; my parents had left for the Philippines and 
I was staying with school friends studying for my A-levels. The alarm clock has stayed with me all this 
time, trying to wake me at Warwick, our first homes in Chorlton-cum-Hardy and Stalybridge and then 
on around the world. It is somewhat battered but still functional. I do not remember the mug before 
the infamous Crets house in Bullshead Lane where it was so much bigger than the other cups, it was 
referred to as the huge, vast, enormous mug. It does not seem so big now. 
 
There are quite a few games that finished this issue and others that are getting close to finishing. I 
would like to get a few more games started if possible, so please think about signing up for some of 
the waiting lists. I am thinking about offering a game of Dice Forge, that I think can be adapted for 
postal play, although I am still checking this. Please also let me know if there are any games that you 
would like to see offered. We also welcome John Walker to our fine collection of zines, with “Here Be 
Dragons” his subzine that he’s moved from the now retired Tangerine Terror. It’s always sad to see 
another zine fade away, although hopefully Howard will bring this back at some point.  Richard has 
also updated our mailing list system – please see below. 
 
Otherwise, there is very little new to add. Pennsylvania remains under a “Stay at Home” order and 
Jacqueline and I have largely done just that. I think I only went out four or five times during the first 
six weeks, mainly for routine medical appointments and keeping up with lab projects, as our labs 
have stayed operational. I took advantage of these trips to get shopping. More recently, I have had to 
go to the lab more as projects required and we have slowly started to expand our horizons slightly. 
We ordered our first takeout meals this week and I also started to go back to the Easton Farmers 
Market for food. We have also bought meat from the farm in nearby Limeport.  
 
The weather has not been too great in April, which has probably helped the lockdown. We did 
manage to power wash the deck, siding, and paths one weekend when the weather was nice and 
have finally put out the tomatoes and peppers. Most days, I go out for a 2 – 3 mile walk and try to 
walk further at weekends. Today I walked 7 miles to the edge of Coopersburg and back. I think this 
will continue for a few more weeks until the stay at home order is rescinded for Lehigh County, now 
expected in early June. 
 
Once the lockdown ends, it will be interesting to see how the summer develops. We have had to 
postpone all our summer plans; the final straw came when Cropredy was cancelled. We have 
rebooked our Gite in France for the same week in 2021 and taken vouchers for many of the other 
bookings made. I still need to contact Icelandair to cancel our flights booked for June. We still hope to 
be able to visit England / Europe sometime this year but have no idea if or when this will be possible. 
It will also be interesting to see what happens later in the year, as delayed or postponed events start 
to meet accumulated vacation (at least for those fortunate enough to have kept their job). Hopefully, 
we might be able to get away somewhere in the US. 
 
I think that is all for now. There is plenty more to read in the letter column. Thanks to everyone for the 
emails and updates. I am glad that you are all doing well. Stay safe and I look forward to hearing from 
you again soon. 
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Mailing List Update 
 

Due to the impending demise of Yahoo groups, Richard has been meaning to move VP to a new mailing list for 
a while. After looking at several possibilities, he decided to use the Mailman service on the variablepig.org 
webspace, provided by its ISP (Pickaweb). 
 

After discussions with the other editors, we have decided not to migrate the old list members or content, so it's a 
clean start, in summary: 
 

1) The list is hosted on variablepig.org, and Richard is the administrator. 
2) Anyone can join without approval, but members can be banned (e.g. spammers). 
3) Whilst the list is intended primarily for GM's notifications, all members can post. 
4) Members' email addresses will never be shown unless they post a message, and access to the membership 
list is restricted to the administrator. 
5) The list is a called "Piggers" and readers can subscribe, unsubscribe or change options from this web page 
https://variablepig.org/mailman/listinfo/piggers_variablepig.org (or subscribe button on the home page) 
6) No personal information is required, just the address you want to add to the list. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Letters 
 

Carolyn Townsend Hope you are well and socially distancing.  Are you taking Trump’s advice – 
medical/financial? I was a bit worried that Donald wants to shine light inside us and inject disinfectant.  I 
suppose this will help with fewer people claiming unemployment benefit. 

We are all well, helped by our daily dose of 1lb of hydrochloroquinone washed down with a pint of 

Lysol and an Azythromycin chaser. Unfortunately, the weather hasn’t been great, so we haven’t been 

able to sunbathe for 8 hours without sun cream, but fortunately I will be able to borrow the UV-B 

lamp from our weatherometers when I go back to work. We received our first stimulus bribe (sorry 

payment) and immediately transferred it to Thomas and Hannah who haven’t received theirs yet. 

Fortunately, they are all still working apart from Kelsey who has been furloughed. Otherwise, we are 

all doing well. 
 
Murray Egan I hope that you are safe and healthy and loaded up on 2 more months of TP supply 
(two ply of course). I'm sure Jacquie has her 3-year supply of yarn, so I'm not concerned there ;-) 

Otherwise, all is well. Jacqueline has been using some of her yarn to make face masks for friends, 

family, and various hospitals, but she has plenty to occupy her time. I have also taken to regular walks 

after “work” to try to get some exercise and fresh air. 
 
Murray Egan Regarding Jacqueline and her mask making with yarn...tell her that while yarn is 
probably softer and provides more safety, I do believe she should use fishnet stocking material for something 
just a bit more edgy ;-) 

I will pass that on, but I don’t want her to attack my stockings… 
 
Bob Pitman Hope you and yours are all staying safe. Best wishes to Hannah for the future. 
Allan Stagg Hope you and the family are all well, and congrats to Hannah and Tyler on their 
engagement, which gives you something to look forward to once the current crisis is passed.  All my family are 
well at present.   

Glad to hear that you are all doing well and thanks for nice message for Hannah and Tyler 
 
Brendan Whyte I hope you and Su are still doing well? Yep, both at work today. 
Kev Lee Glad to say that Bev and myself and our wonderful West Highland Terrier, Bertie, are 
all well.  

https://variablepig.org/mailman/listinfo/piggers_variablepig.org
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Glad to hear that you’re all doing well. I am sure Bertie is enjoying the extra company; I am not sure 

if our cats are or not. 
 
Steve Ham I hope you are all well. Sorry I'm a bit late but it has been a very busy time for me. I 
didn’t actually receive VP179 in the post, but I think a few other things have gone astray. Either that or our post-
isolation procedures mean that I have no idea what has arrived. 

There was no posted copy last time. Richard and I agreed not to print last issue so Richard did not 

have to go out for print supplies, post office etc. I don’t think we can really claim that the Pig is 

essential sadly. Richard did send this out on the mailing list (not sure if you are on this) and I attached 

a pdf copy to the deadline reminder last week. We will probably do the same again this time, but I do 

plan to go back to printed copies when the situation allows. Talking of the mailing list, we have had to 

abandon the old yahoo mailing group. There is a link on the website if you would like to sign up for 

the new list. Richard can help with any questions you have about this. 
 
Bob Pitman (re. GM orders last round) Thanks Jim, I’m sure they are fine... and at the end of the 
day it is just a game so lovely to play but not the end of the world if it goes wrong! Best wishes and hopes that 
you and yours stay safe and well. 

Thanks Bob – so glad that you are back. 
 
Bob Pitman March was a truly awful month. The Covid virus hit hard; first I started getting phone 
calls from Mums Medical people about her end of life wishes. She had a persistent chesty cough and wasn’t 
eating and then she passed away. Luckily, it was before the lockdown, so we were able to be with her for a lot 
of the last week. Both Noel and I had had persistent coughs and dribbly noses since late February, so we told 
Mums Care Home in case exposing her to our (what we thought were minor) bugs as we didn’t want to 
adversely affect her recovery from the cough, but they said that it wouldn’t affect Mums recovery as she was 
probably past that point and she wasn’t going to recover. She didn’t. The death cert says pneumonia as she 
wasn’t tested for Covid, but she had the full set of Covid symptoms. However, the GP had handed her care to 
the nurses of the rapid response team so didn’t see her, so it does not get noted. Apparently the Covid virus 
gives the pneumonia a wide-open door. It must be said, it was a horrible way to go. 

I am sorry to hear you have had such an awful time and very sorry to hear about your Mum. I hope 

that you will be able to hold a proper celebration of her life sometime in the future. I remember your 

email sometime before last issue when you said that your orders might be delayed for your mother’s 

conditions. It does not seem so long ago, yet I don’t think I even thought about the coronavirus then. 
 
Bob Pitman I was still too ill to go with Mum to the Crematorium and there are limits on the number 
of people who can go anyway, I made most of her last journeys with her at least. We will be having a wake of 
sorts when the restrictions are lifted. 

One of the worst things about this pandemic is that so many people are denied the chance to say 

goodbye or bid farewell. I hope that you can celebrate her life later. 
 
Bob Pitman What we had not counted on was that all the stress and travelling to spend time with 
Mum was also masking our own illness from us. It was easy to attribute our lack of appetite and general 
malaise on the situation. Mum passed early Thursday 12th March, by Saturday, we were both poorly but not 
really noticing it; by the Tuesday we were ringing the NHS helpline for advice, but got cut off after waiting over 
an hour after being put through the initial diagnostic filter. Wednesday I was very unwell, exhausted, and 
shallow breathing. We’d both been running a temperature since Sunday; mine was hitting the high end of 38°C 
(100.4°F) for periods. Noel rang our GP for a consultation, and they told her to immediately ring 999. The 
ambulance came, put me on oxygen and took me away. After that it was A&E and straight up to the isolation 
room that was to be home for 10 days. The local mobile data tower was not working properly so the hospitals 
free Wi-Fi was the only connection to be had. It was too slow to download anything! Social Media was OK, and I 
had a working (at the time) email link to my home account (mobile outlook since failed). 3 hours a day of free 
TV from a Sky subsidiary and after that £8 a day for the 5 terrestrial channels... so I listened to free radio 4, did 
Social Media, napped, and read. 

Which hospital were you treated in? I am sadly reminded of Jacqueline’s difficult stay in Winchester a 

few years ago before her gall bladder problem was diagnosed. 
 
Bob Pitman I did see Mum again in hospital... while in a fever and she was dancing in a red sari in 
my room... very strange hallucination. 

Very weird 
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Bob Pitman I had a nice view over Portsmouth harbour, loads of Oxygen (at 80% for the first few 
days) and antibiotics and other drugs. Covid drops you off cliffs, that’s what the Doctor said, and it was true. 
Sudden downturns to new levels of fatigue when the world fades and those are the dangerous times. I got past 
my moment thanks to the medical staff, loads of oxygen and a friend’s phone call. It was the moment when you 
go one way or the other... I got very lucky being in the right place. 

It is good to know how well you were treated by the NHS. My experiences with the NHS have all been 

positive, although obviously it has been some time. I did have to go to an A&E in Scotland a couple of 

years ago on the Crets holiday, after an allergic reaction to an antibiotic. That was a very positive 

experience – efficient and friendly. 
 
Bob Pitman The part that makes it quite so dangerous (in my experience) was that cliff dropping. 
You can feel moderately flu like then in the space of a few hours you are gravely ill, the oxygen saturation drops 
like a rock and the temperature rockets and the two together just make you so heavily fatigued... I had one 
moment of crisis at home when Noel rang 999 on Wednesday and the other in the hospital on the Sunday when 
I just “faded” and didn’t even have the energy to press the nurse call button or ability to move to find it, I just 
remember watching a lovely sunset until I realised I was in trouble and then couldn’t move my arms to get the 
button or work up the strength to push it! I did have my touch screen phone though (one that took no pressing 
effort) and managed to make a call to a friend... I believe it was a quite surreal and hard to understand call from 
his end, but when I hung up he called the ward. 

That must have been really frightening for your friend. It was good that he had the sense to call the 

ward. 
 
Bob Pitman I lost my appetite, sense of taste and smell over a week before hospital and it only 
really came back a few weeks after I was home. Anything sweet was unbearably sweet and a little bitter, 
anything with salt in just tasted intensely of salt. Lucozade, sharp apples, red grapes and physalis were fine, 
sharp tasting things cut through. Over 2 to 3 weeks I lost 12 kg; I am back in 34” trousers which is the only 
positive thing to come out of this virus.  

There are easier and less unpleasant ways of losing weight. I also hope that your sense of smell and 

taste are starting to return. I think I would find that very frustrating.  
 
Bob Pitman The taste thing was double edged, because weren’t really eating (no appetite) we didn’t 
really notice it going, then later it was annoying because you couldn’t tell whether it was a cooking malfunction 
or a taste problem. Noel also put it down to my tongue being “burnt” by the level of oxygen I had been on. The 
good bit was that it closed my decades long sweet tooth chocomonster habit and gave me a chance to adjust 
diet to avoid putting the 12kg back on straight away. Some has gone back on,  but I am struggling manfully to 
avoid too much being regained! 

That’s not a bad thing, although drastic weight loss isn’t always good either. Hopefully, you are 

getting back to more of an ideal weight. 
 
Bob Pitman Bottom line is that I am now on a 6-week rest and recuperation period and my lungs 
are still struggling a little with getting sufficient oxygen into the blood but hopefully it’s going to get better. Covid 
is a killer, I had an underlying health issue (Asthma) but was otherwise fairly fit and healthy. Smokers, being 
overweight, being old, having any respiratory or cardiac weakness... all meat and veg for Covid. 

That’s why we have been in isolation all this time. 
 
Bob Pitman Anyway, I am recovering... I did a skype interview for our local BBC news program who 
wanted some sort of “positive” story related to Covid at a time when everything looked bleak. The ward staff 
were happy to see a patient recovered enough to leave, I have a vague suspicion that they thought I was going 
to ICU for intubation a few times, I know the ICU people came and looked at me to see if I should be taken from 
isolation to ICU and I am so glad I didn’t have to go, another bit of immense luck.  

I hope that you are now recovering and doing well. I am sure this will take some time. 
 
Bob Pitman I went for a short run Monday just gone to try and stretch the lungs and break up the 
residue in my lungs which didn’t seem to be shifting and felt vaguely like bruising. Not everyone thinks it was a 
good idea and I’ve been told by the hospital it would take 6 weeks for recovery to work and other people have 
warned that running so soon after a virus can cause permanent damage to lungs or heart which is worrying. But 
it seems to have worked, deep breathing exercises were helping but not quite doing the job of working the 
lungs, the short 3km run does seem to have loosened me up.  
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The new reality is nice in that its quiet and peaceful with almost zero traffic so the air is cleaner (can taste it on 
a run), the wildlife is taking full advantage, birds are singing, home delivery is a mercy and the internet helps.  

The lack of traffic has been nice. There are so few sidewalks (pavements) in our area, so one must 

walk on the road, so walking can be difficult. However, it has been very easy the last few weeks. 
 
Bob Pitman That said I went to the shop yesterday for milk and bread and a few bits... most people 
are good about the 2-metre distancing but a few smiles and say sorry and try and squeeze past... I got very 
hacked off and started giving them the stare and a “2 meters please” sternly phrased request. Some just didn’t 
care... some stopped and observed the social distancing rules. But to be honest I came out of the shop almost 
having a panic attack... I don’t want to be infected again and the prospect is terrifying to me. It should be for 
everyone. 

Shopping has been variable here. The first time I went out, it was pretty chaotic with limited 

distancing, but has got better since then. The shops have also organized better, especially directing 

the flow; however, last time was a little less controlled. 
 
Bob Pitman Our close has pulled together, everyone helping and checking on each other, which 
was great to know while Noel was ill at home and I was in hospital. We even have a WhatsApp group for safe 
chatting! Apart from a little inconvenience with queuing and dealing with the “invincible, I can’t get it” 2 meter 
infringing morons it’s not so different to our earlier life as retired folk, Noel is reading and getting plants 
delivered and doing the gardening. I can live with this... just need a change of Government (here and over the 
pond) and the world would not be too bad at all. 

That’s not something we could say as our development is fairly anti-social. That said, I have seen 

more people about walking and working outside in the last few weeks than I have in years. 
 
Bob Pitman I’ve spent time listening to some of the darker recesses of my Vinyl collection, sorting 
out my computer and watching “Picard” and “the expanse” (very good sci-fi series) and remembering that 10 
years ago this month we had Eyjafjallajökull keeping the skies clear as well, I don’t miss the jets either! 

I miss the jets as an opportunity to travel, especially as I would like to get back to England sometime 

this year. I also really appreciate the long letter and sharing your experience. I think you are the only 

person that I know that has had the virus. Fortunately, I think most of our readers are either retired or 

work for companies that were able to move employees to home working and did so quickly. Another 

thinks they may have had a mild version but has not been tested. Of course, it’s not impossible that 

others have been infected, had mild symptoms but not been tested too. 
 
Bob Pitman There was a report on the news here that the experts think that Corona was circulating 
in the population in the USA as early as mid-January. With mum she started getting ill at the start of the last 
week of February, but we think that her vascular dementia played an important role in making her more 
vulnerable and less able for her body to detect / produce antibodies to fight the virus. As for catching it, 
someone could have walked it into the care home in mid-February, but she had one trip out on February 14 to 
spend the morning with her old church group. We don’t know any of them apart from Mums old neighbour and 
don’t know if any of them got it. I think when Mum passed away, it was right at the start of the virus being taken 
seriously and just after the toilet roll panic. 

I think that it will take a long time before we really understand the true timeline of this pandemic. It 

amazes me how researchers can develop and understand this. However, with the degree of travel 

between China and most countries, it would not surprise me if it were circulating undetected outside 

China from mid-late January. 
 
Michael Pargman Another month has gone by and I have been working from home all this time and 
taking care of my leg. Staying at home like this, going from bedroom to kitchen to living room and back, and 
only wearing sweatpants has taken a toll on my waistline. This weekend I finally went out and took a 
long walk and this week I got my bike out, and hopefully I can start doing some sports again soon. I've had a 
full-body scan to check if there is anything harmful left in my body, but I am still waiting for the results. 

Glad to hear that you are doing well and that your leg is recovering. I think many of us will have 

gained weight by the time this is all over. I have been managing a few km walks most days, getting 

longer at the weekends to try and stave off the worst. It seems to be helping somewhat. The other help 

is that we have stopped eating out and most processed foods as Jacqueline has cooked almost every 

day, mostly with fresh food, so our diet has probably improved. 
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Michael Pargman Regarding Corona, there seems to be a lot of rumours flying around about Sweden, 
and not all of them true, e.g. that we just go on living like there is no disease. That is simply not true, even 
though it does look different from most other countries if you get outside. Where others have a full lockdown, we 
do not. The overall strategy is to keep the spreading at a low enough level for the health system to cope 
by staying at home when you are sick, keep distances, don't congregate, and don't make unnecessary travels. 
But also, that the restrictions that are put on society should be possible to keep at the same level for a very long 
time (without having to control it with the police or the army). And basically, people have followed the advice 
pretty well. During Easter, the travels to the most popular areas around the country were down 90%, public 
transport travels in Stockholm are down some 60% and most people who can are working from home.  

Sweden has certainly made the news for its approach around the World, although both in a positive 

and negative way. 
 
Michael Pargman And so far hospitals have managed, even though it has been a tough time, especially 
since the protective gear has been in short supply. They have reduced non-critical surgery etc and doubled the 
ICU capacity and there is still about 40% of it not used yet. And the number of people getting sick in Stockholm 
is said to have passed the peak. 

That is good news. Oddly, I have been reading the latest book in the Lisbeth Salander series this week, 

largely set in Stockholm. I do not know Stockholm very well, although I enjoyed my few trips there, 

mainly to visit the YKI for technical projects. I was invited to give a paper at the 150th anniversary of 

the Swedish Paint and Varnish Association which was a lovely event. There was a partner program so 

Jacqueline came with me and we had a lovely time. Our Sales Manager was from Goteborg and did 

not like Stockholm much, so we rarely stayed. I most often visited Malmo and really liked the city, plus 

the customers we visited were all nice, which helps a lot. It was a long time though – I think I last 

visited Sweden in 2005. 
 
Michael Pargman In my opinion there has mainly been two things they've really failed at. First, they 
should have demanded that everyone who came back from holiday in the alps should have self-quarantined. 
And second, they should have had much better routines for people working in retirement homes and used 
protective gear. Then, of course, you could have wished for better test capacity, but that is something we 
should have invested in years ago. There also seem to be constitutional constraints for ordering a lockdown. If 
you want to know more, this is an article describing things in more detail:  Link to article "The Swedish 
exception?"  

Thanks for the interesting article on Sweden. Certainly, the BBC has mentioned Sweden a few times 

during the event, mostly in an objective way I think, but there is curiosity. This was published today 

(https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-52395866) I think that the social responsibility shared by 

many Swedes plus the trust in authorities helps.  
 
Dane Maslen In the last issue of Dane’s Games, I said "the government probably now has only until 
Monday to take the drastic steps necessary to prevent our deaths per day reaching 1000."  Thankfully, they 
duly introduced lockdown on the Monday. I wonder which of my subscribers is Dominic Cummings or Boris 
under a pseudonym. 

I did not realize that you had a direct line to Boris. I am sure our subbers might offer some other 

suggestions you could pass on to him. Some might even be anatomically feasible. 
 
Dane Maslen It is now just over a week since the lockdown started.  The last two day's figures have 
been very encouraging, suggesting that maybe the voluntary social distancing prior to the lockdown had some 
effect, but from watching the yoyoing Italian figures and also from our own figures last week (54, 87, 41, 115, 
181, 269 and 209 deaths each day) I know that they could also just be a statistical fluctuation.  Nonetheless 
there seems to be grounds for optimism that we shall not suffer as badly as Italy and Spain. 

Most of Pennsylvania is now under a stay at home order, unless working for an essential function. I 

have now been working from home for eight weeks and expect to do so until end of May at least. I 

continue to follow the news from other countries, but I still don’t see much a downturn yet. That said, 

many of my Chinese colleagues are back at work (in Shanghai) and report that things are improving 

there. It is good to hear from them again. 
 
Dane Maslen It seems likely that China's rapid and somewhat extreme response will mean that their 
economy emerges the least damaged. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbppblog.com%2F2020%2F04%2F23%2Fthe-swedish-exception%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0PaSisysDsBd5beYwJ9Qeoi9BSNpW6VEROJFNf0cLZ7eJ9eHITXZORy3A&data=02%7C01%7C%7C70bf0fb484d84a8cbe5308d7e7c3e66d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637232700871938513&sdata=InEebzmh9aN%2BUwxRNT6ihhbaNi6Ha9siLSjzLHyWTZY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbppblog.com%2F2020%2F04%2F23%2Fthe-swedish-exception%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0PaSisysDsBd5beYwJ9Qeoi9BSNpW6VEROJFNf0cLZ7eJ9eHITXZORy3A&data=02%7C01%7C%7C70bf0fb484d84a8cbe5308d7e7c3e66d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637232700871938513&sdata=InEebzmh9aN%2BUwxRNT6ihhbaNi6Ha9siLSjzLHyWTZY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-52395866
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Unfortunately, it’s a global economy and China is a major exporter, so it will suffer with the other 

economies going into recession. The political fall-out from the supply chain disruptions, especially 

regarding drugs and medicines, might also create problems. 
 
Dane Maslen I am also watching the progress of COVID-19 in Germany carefully.  It seems to be the 
European country that is coming closest to emulating those Asian countries that have handled the pandemic 
well.  It did more extensive testing than other European countries, which explains why at one stage only Italy 
had more reported cases and introduced its lockdown quicker.  Maybe it will manage to keep its death toll 
below China's.  I don't think any of the other big European countries will.  Italy and Spain have already 
overtaken China by a large margin, France will overtake in a day or two, and I don't think that the UK can avoid 
doing so eventually. 

Germany has now started a very gradual loosening of the restrictions. My German boss tells me that 

public transport is running again, but masks are mandatory.  
 
Dane Maslen Just a few hours on from my letter and we have the bad news that there were 381 
deaths in the last 24 hours.  So, the promise of last two days seems to have been statistical fluctuation after 
all.  Meanwhile France overtook China today.  As did the USA. 

Doesn’t this seem so long ago now. The pandemic moves much faster than our little magazine. 
 

Allan Stagg I have been taking a somewhat morbid interest in the numbers of cases and deaths by 
country, as reported on the Worldometer website Coronavirus Update (Live): 1,607,595 Cases and 95,785 
Deaths from COVID-19 Virus Pandemic - Worldometer 
Dane Maslen I've just been looking at an article that estimates the effects so far of the lockdowns in 
Europe: 
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/news/196556/coronavirus-measures-have-already-averted-120000/ 
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/media/imperial-college/medicine/sph/ide/gida-fellowships/Imperial-College-
COVID19-Europe-estimates-and-NPI-impact-30-03-2020.pdf The first is effectively a summary of the latter, 
which so far I've only skimmed.  At some stage I intend getting my brain in gear so that I can read it (and 
hopefully understand it) properly. 

I will be glad when we look back these models with hindsight to learn what mistakes we will make 

again next time. 
 
Steve Ham Just out of interest is this news being reported in the US? Would it be viewed positively 
or negatively by the general population if it were widely known? Sorry, you are about the only American I know. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/03/mask-wars-coronavirus-outbidding-demand I think 

a lot of this is a bidding war – individual states are competing among themselves to secure supplies so 

suppliers will sell to the highest bidder. Trump forced 3M to stop exporting masks overseas, although 

I think 3M have convinced him that this may not have the desired effect, but this has been the main 

news here. It is also happening between the individual states and , to be honest, I think that all 

countries are engaged in this, not just the US. I am still English, although I live here. Murray, Andy, 

Tom, and Chris are the Pig’s resident Americans, so they are opinions are probably more valid. I still 

get most of my news from the BBC.  
 

Steve Ham Apologies - I mis-typed. I meant that you are the nearest to being an American I know. 
Basically, the only person I know (correspond with) living in the US.  

No problem. Do you subscribe to WIMM? If not, I highly recommend it and Conrad can certainly 

share more American opinions on the world than I can. I think he is the only American zine I trade 

with, although Doug Kent is restarting “Eternal Sunshine”. Oddly, I get two zines from Australia – 

one on each side of the country. 
 
Steve Ham You're probably right but some countries have deeper pockets. We are just praying it 
doesn’t reach my in-laws in Zambia. 

I really haven’t heard too much about what is happening in Africa. Hopefully, Zambia, as one of the 

better developed nations out there, will fare well, but I understand your concern. I hope that they are 

all OK 
 
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldometers.info%2Fcoronavirus%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C33c6b290f4a441437cb808d7dd35ea74%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637221095936751757&sdata=swyB5LT0IjpoEOExbQcCqUHmA8913eJdCzRAAKe0D54%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldometers.info%2Fcoronavirus%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C33c6b290f4a441437cb808d7dd35ea74%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637221095936751757&sdata=swyB5LT0IjpoEOExbQcCqUHmA8913eJdCzRAAKe0D54%3D&reserved=0
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/news/196556/coronavirus-measures-have-already-averted-120000/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/media/imperial-college/medicine/sph/ide/gida-fellowships/Imperial-College-COVID19-Europe-estimates-and-NPI-impact-30-03-2020.pdf
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/media/imperial-college/medicine/sph/ide/gida-fellowships/Imperial-College-COVID19-Europe-estimates-and-NPI-impact-30-03-2020.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/03/mask-wars-coronavirus-outbidding-demand
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Steve Ham Thanks. I enjoy Conrad's comments in VP so one day when time allows I will try to 
subscribe to WIMM. Re Zambia, I'd be surprised if there are more than a handful of ventilators in the country, 
certainly no ECMO. Oxygen can be difficult to obtain and there might be a little PPE in the hospitals I doubt it 
will stretch to clinics. I am still hoping that the hot weather does bad things to the virus - I think that's their best 
shot because social distancing will be difficult. Compared to Europe there isn’t so much international travel, 
although there are lots of Chinese there. The number of infections is creeping up but still very low numbers for 
now. 

I still have not seen Zambia in the news, so I hope that’s good news. 
 
Andy York Sorry most of your travels have been put off, but it is for the best. The curves here in 
Austin don't look at peak until later in May or June so we may be at home for some time. Fortunately, it's been a 
low impact here, especially compared to Houston or Dallas/Ft Worth. In the two-county area that Austin's in 
(plus a lot of suburbs and such) have about 650 confirmed cases and 11 deaths.  

Glad to hear that you are still doing well, and that the situation isn’t too bad in Austin. It’s not 

obvious to me, but Pennsylvania has been severely affected, probably because of its proximity to New 

Jersey and New York. Lehigh County is one of the worst affected, but my impression is that it has been 

manageable. 
 
Andy York My local HEB (regional grocery chain) apparently saw what was coming in January and 
started stocking the warehouses. So, besides the unexpected run on toilet paper and, of course, sanitizer/wipes 
pretty much can usually get everything I'm looking for though I have to substitute at times (red potatoes instead 
of Idaho’s, for instance). 

We have not had too many problems with shopping although I’m very glad that we stocked up on toilet 

paper when we went to Sam’s Club in January, forgetting that we still had some in stock. The first 

time I went shopping, it was hard to find to meat (I ended up buying a duck breast and lamb chops 

that are less popular), but otherwise it has been OK. 
 
Andy York Besides the HEB runs as needed, I do go to the post office three time a week to collect 
mail from my PO Box and try to get out and walk several times a week, weather permitting. Other than that, just 
hunkered down in the apartment on my own. One thing that has helped break up the days is that some 
artists/musicians I follow are doing webcasts playing music, having discussions, reading short stories/sonnets 
and such.  

I have walked a 2 mile (ish) circuit of our development and its neighbour each day. The last week or 

two I have extended my walk to 3 – 4 miles, but still circular walks from the house. At least it’s not 

flat. 
 
Allan Stagg I am missing my bowling and gaming, and Julie is having her exercise classes and 
church services live streamed.  From being slightly technophobic she has embraced Skype, Zoom and 
Facebook to keep in contact with her friends.  The highlight of her week is the Saturday evening Prosecco Party 
with her college friends, some of whom live in Germany.  

We are also missing our bowling league and wondering whether it will resume when the crisis is over. 

I have been working from home for four weeks now. I have been trying to join some of our fitness 

centre’s online classes, but it’s amazing how many I’ve missed for internal meetings and conference 

calls. Fortunately, I can still go out and walk around the development each day, so I have been getting 

some exercise. 
 
Allan Stagg If anyone had told me in 2019 that a deadly virus would sweep around the world, whole 
countries would have closed their borders and restricted the movement of their people, and that the Prime 
Minister of the UK would be struck down by this virus, I would have considered it a trailer for a dystopian film or 
TV series.  However, here we are in 2020, a year unlike any other in my lifetime. 

I must agree that this year has been quite different. I think the big question remains as to how things 

will look come autumn and whether some semblance of normality has returned. 
 
Allan Stagg One dominant theme is that, just like the last two world wars, the USA started late but 
now has a dominant lead in the number of cases and is rushing to catch up in total number of deaths from the 
virus. 'America First' again, but I expect that this was not how Trump expected it to fall out.  I am also watching 
how other countries led by virus-denying arseholes - Brazil and Belarus to name but two - are faring. They also 
are on the upward trajectory. 



Variable Pig – (Babirusa)        10 
    

I did see on Facebook from some of my more Republican friends and colleagues some posts showing 

how Trump was faring compared to Obama and swine flu epidemic. These have noticeably died off 

recently. While I dislike the current administration, I don’t know how much the President could really 

have changed anything. This is a timely reminder that the USA is made up of 50 states that have their 

own considerable autonomy and outlook. I fear that the more populous states will succeed in bringing 

the pandemic under control only for repeated re-infestations coming from states like Georgia (a big 

concern given Atlanta is one of America’s biggest airline hubs) and some of the other interior states. I 

hope that I am wrong. 
 
Allan Stagg Bearing in mind that most of the news I see (BBC, Channel 4, Daily Telegraph) is not 
particularly pro-Trump, it does seem to me that he made a serious error in trying to talk down the virus when it 
was obvious from Italy and Spain that it spread so quickly.  Suggesting that it could be over by Easter did not, to 
my mind, give the right message to Americans.  I don't think the UK government was particularly smart at the 
beginning of the crisis, but they did get the lockdown in place without too much dithering, and have put 
economic measures in place to ease some of the pressure on most people.  I suspect that having Boris catch 
the virus and go into Intensive Care has made the virus a lot more real to most of the UK.  Maybe if the same 
thing were to happen to Trump? 

I think one advantage that the UK had was that the election was over. This pandemic is taking place 

during election season, so both parties are playing to their electorate. 
 
Dane Maslen I hope you have a sane governor who won't be bullied by President Chump into easing 
the lockdown too soon too rapidly.  Looking at the trajectory of reported deaths for each state on 
https://aatishb.com/covidtrends/ shows that as of today (21st April) only New York and Washington show 
convincing evidence of having passed the peak of the epidemic, while many others are still on a significant 
upward trend.  That includes Florida, where there has been localised relaxation of the lockdown.  Overall, the 
US appears to have recently plateaued, but that's because the drops in New York and Washington are masking 
the increases elsewhere.  The USA has always been proud of having the biggest everything, but does it really 
want the world's biggest death toll? 

Pennsylvania is a swing state, one of the three or four that can decide the next election. The state is 

also split politically between the Democrat dominated cities (Philadelphia and Pittsburgh) and the 

Republican Centre (Pennsyltucky), which sadly is a recipe for deadlock. The current Governor Wolf is 

a democrat and seems reasonable. He acted quickly to close the state and is trying to coordinate a 

reopening with the neighbouring states, but PA has been severely affected by its proximity to New 

York and New Jersey. I feel that the leadership is more practical than many of the States, and 

fortunately most of its neighbours also, but it still must work with the rest of the country. 
 
Murray Egan I have dropped into uni-bomber mode here with weekly shaves and no biz-trips to push 
off my hoody. Sue keeps me honest with brushing my teeth and bathing daily ;-) Certainly is a surreal time in 
safe-at-home life right now for all, and while I miss having customers to chase for sales/and having fun 
weekends away with Sue, I totally accept that this is 'a first world problem' and not one that warrants a lot of 
complaining considering those that are in real health/financial trouble.  

I think this is my 5th or 6th week working from home. I have tried to keep a routine of shaving and 

wearing a watch every workday, as well as starting at roughly the same time. It’s not necessary but 

helps to keep some semblance of normality. I’m not great at working from home – too easy to get 

distracted, so the routine helps. However, I am still working and paid, which is good, and we are 

relieved that Thomas and Hannah are both still working. 
 
Murray Egan Glad to hear that Thomas and Hannah are still working (and yourself of course), 
blessings. As for shaving every day and wearing a watch...you ARE being very civil (I think our dog Sophie 
would look at me funny if I shaved every day). 

It’s a way of trying to keep track of time and keeping work and home life separate. 
 
Murray Egan Sadly Emma has missed the most in our family as she does sits on our coach and 
finishes her last semester homework and will miss graduation. I know she is already planning a trip back to 
Michigan State in the fall when she can catch up with her friends, so that gives her hope that she will be able 
see all her friends again. 

https://aatishb.com/covidtrends/
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I am really sorry for Emma, missing out on her last few semesters and graduation. I really hope that 

they can have some sort of celebration once normality has returned. Our end of finals night at 

Warwick was amazing, at least the little I can remember of it. There may be one or two pictures 

surviving 

 
Mike Townsend Hope you are all surviving the pandemic over there?  Looks very nasty in New York, 
although my sister seems to be keeping her head down and doing fine (so far). 

We are doing OK, but PA has been affected by its proximity to New York and New Jersey. Lehigh 

County is effectively a commuter belt for New Jersey and New York, so it is one of the worst affected. 

We will be one of the last counties to come out of the stay at home order. 
 
Dane Maslen Yes, Pennsylvania is a state with one of the clearest upward trends at the moment. 

Pennsylvania is a swing state, one of the three or four that can decide the next election. The state is 

also split politically between the Democrat dominated cities (Philadelphia and Pittsburgh) and the 

Republican Centre (Pennsyltucky), which sadly is a recipe for deadlock. 
 
Dane Maslen Aha!   The solution is obvious.  Maintain the lockdown in the cities but allow the 
inhabitants of the rural areas to mix as much as they like amongst themselves, just so long as they stay away 
from the cities. That way everyone is happy, and by November enough Republicans will have died from COVID-
19 that Pennsylvania will be a safe Democrat state. 

I think that will happen, as Governor Wolf is proposing a staged withdrawal from the stay at home 

order. I don’t think he’s bought into the rest of your plan, but you never know. 
 
Brad Martin Things are quiet with many people staying home, all public events cancelled, and the 
borders locked down.  People in the lower rungs of the worker hierarchy that society normally looks down upon, 
such as supermarket workers, personal carers, hospital support staff, cleaners, garbage collectors, transport 
workers, etc.  are still working and providing what are now recognized as essential services, often in close 
contact with people, but (mostly) not being given protective gear (or more pay)!!  

The issue of PPE is becoming a sore topic in most countries now, as countries scramble to be able to 

protect their underpaid and under-protected personnel. I don’t think many people have really paid 

much attention to PPE before now, except those that work in places that require it. Our labs have 

given all the masks that we have to the local hospitals; my technician recently found another “hidden 

stash” of masks that we used when handling cement and took these in yesterday. Jacqueline has been 

making cloth masks daily for friends, colleagues, and the local hospitals. Many people have also been 

forced to notice the vital role played by supermarkets, cleaners, garbage collectors etc., but sadly I do 

not think this will lead to more recognition and pay in the future. People have short memories and will 

be reluctant to pay the higher costs. 
 
Carolyn Townsend My team are all now working from home – we had all 4 of us working last week which 
was a first but two of them they were taking advantage of the Easter holidays for the weeks before.  I have 
nearly finished the Financial Yearend for most of my Clients. I haven’t sorted the “work from home” yet as I 
don’t seem to be able to leave the “office” and keep popping into the study to do a few more work tasks.  Next 
week I plan to start a new routine and hopefully switch off from work outside of the working hours.  Now I am 
getting to gripes with Zoom and video conferencing, but it does mean you have to look respectable as people 
can still see what we are wearing (clothes and make-up). 

I do not really like working from home, although have done so now for the last six weeks. I try to keep 

to a routine and turn my computer off at the end of the workday. We use Microsoft Teams for our 

meetings but fortunately most people do not use the video function, so I am not worried about what I 

am wearing.  
 
Carolyn Townsend Mike and I are still exercising – we go for a work several evening a week but do the 
serious exercising alone as I like to take my exercise easier and do less miles. I did eat most of the “panic” 
bought chocolate with Mike not knowing.  I also go some good Easter Egg bargains last week.  Sainsbury did 
have to put a notice on the Easter Eggs saying sales were not restricted as they had so many left to sell. 

I saw your email come in on my phone while I was enjoying my 5 mile walk this afternoon. I miss the 

regular games of badminton we had been playing earlier this year, plus my bi-weekly spin classes, but 

the daily walk in better than nothing. 
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 I walk about 2.5 miles most days but try to go further at the weekend. Options are limited as they are 

all circular walks from the house, but at least it’s not completely flat. 
 
Mike Townsend I know a few people who have had it seriously enough to really know about it!  So far 
we are all ok.  All of use except Adam are working (Rachel is Key Supermarket Worker with M&S but only two 
days per week). 

How are Adam and Rachel coping? It must be frustrating for them. I hope they are OK.  
 
Mike Townsend It's definitely been a crazy time and does not really look like it's going to end anytime 
soon does it?  If I look back 12 months ago we were travelling and out and about most weekends.  Long daily 
commutes, business trips and the odd night down the pub with mates.  Funny though that somehow I have 
managed to keep just as busy now - just doing different stuff.  

Business travel has completely shut down, although I have now been recording presentations for 

virtual conferences, which has been a horrid experience. Of course, I suspect that once things ease off, 

travel will suddenly and rapidly pick up. Many of the events that I had planned have been moved, 

somewhat optimistically, to September which is going to be a hectic month. 
 
Mike Townsend It's going to be interesting trying to cram 12 months into 4 months and I expect that 
there are still many restrictions in place especially on long distance travel.  Some time, I will have to get back to 
China - I won't go if they force you to spend 2 weeks in a quarantine centre (quasi prison camp) though! 

It is the UK that is threatening the 2-week quarantine now so you could get it on both directions! 
 
Mike Townsend Fortunately we can still get out for exercise and I interpret this as a 4-hour hike (but not 
driving far from home to do it) or a 3-hour cycle ride is ok (some would disagree).  In many ways it is better to 
get more into the Countryside as you have to "dodge" many less people.  It all seems to be down to people's 
judgement here and most seem to get it right. 

Your definition of exercise differs somewhat from mine, although I have been a lot more active this 

year. I enjoy an hour / 90-minute walk most days (3 – 5 miles), but all circular walks around the 

neighbourhood. I have been extending these each week, but as PA is still under a stay at home order, I 

don’t go further. Before the shut down, I was playing Badminton once or twice a week and enjoying a 

spin class each week and was planning to join a second. I will seriously think about joining a local 

walking group once this is over. We have also stopped eating out, which has been a good thing. 
 
Mike Townsend We did not eat out that much anyway and so not too much of a difference 
there.  Harder to control the snacking when you are at home though with the fridge in such close proximity.  We 
seem to have been drinking more too not helped by Rachel turning 18 and being a bad influence on Carolyn 
with cocktails!  I still try to keep at least 2 nights per week alcohol free. 

We have probably eaten a lot more healthily over the last 6 weeks with all home cooked food 

(Jacqueline is a great cook, although I have chipped in a few times). We have even managed to keep 

the snacking under control, so it has been quite good for health with the increased exercise. The only 

downside has been an increased alcohol intake – not too much, but most nights we have either enjoyed 

a beer or two or a glass of wine. 
 
Mike Townsend Signs of the lockdown breaking down are now quite present though.  Many more cars 
on the road, people meeting who should not be meeting, more shops and businesses opening back-up, 
etc.  We hope to restart car production in Oxford in mid-May (at the time of writing many European Car Plants 
are starting up now).  I guess it is going to be all about a fine balance of getting the economy going without 
risking this nasty R number getting above 1 and the third pillar of trying to keep everyone sane.   

It has been pretty good so far, but it’s definitely started to ease this week. 
 
Mike Townsend The crazy supermarkets empty shelves problem gives me the idea to "Dig for 
England".  Of course, nearly every other b...r had the same idea and getting some seeds has been a 
nightmare.  But finally, now I have sowed my first vegetables - peas, beans, chard, beetroot, rocket and stir fry 
leaves.  Let's see if I can get anything to grow and then not get eaten by slugs and snails or dug up by cats and 
squirrels.  The back to nature thing is quite therapeutic though and it's nice this time of year to appreciate nature 
in your garden and local area.  We are lucky in being able to do this.  Must be really tough living in a flat in a city 
like London, 
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I wish you good luck with the garden. We have not had much success with ours, largely due to lack of 

sunlight from the house position and trees at the back, plus the voracious foraging of the local wildlife 

(squirrels, deer, chipmunks, rabbits and possibly possums and raccoons; our occasional vulpine 

visitor isn’t enough. Jacqueline is also asthmatic, usually well managed, but this is a bad time for 

seasonal allergies, so with the CoVid-19 pandemic, we are really trying to minimize potential 

exposure, including buying plants and seeds. We were highly successful with beetroot last year. 
 
Mike Townsend The counterpoint to this is the huge catalyst to disruptive technologies that this 
pandemic has achieved.  Suddenly everyone is using Zoom (for me Skype meetings has been a way of life for 
years), Internet food shopping, playing online games and even having virtual Pub nights (5 out of 10 for that 
one).  I have played a game of War of the Ring via Zoom with two boards to sync the moves and the camera to 
show die rolls.  It worked very well.   

We have not taken up Zoom, as Evonik has security concerns, so we use Microsoft Teams. However, 

we have seen an uptick in its use. I hosted two customer webinars today. However, I am not sure how 

much working from home will persist once the pandemic dies down. I suspect that it will increase, but 

humans are a sociable species and need to interact, so I expect office life will resume, maybe 

somewhat reduced. Hopefully, the option to work from home will be more acceptable. 
 
Mike Townsend Maybe even this will make us all wake up to our current path to oblivion as a race and 
start to reappraise priorities and build a more sustainable future.  Then again I might just be being way too 
optimistic... 

Glad to hear that you are all OK. Sorry we won’t see you at Cropredy, but I will let you know if we do 

make it over at some point. Maybe we can meet for a beer or two. 
 
Dane Maslen Here in Europe, Germany seems to be taking a very responsible route out of 
lockdown.  Angela Merkel has emphasised that the effects of the first easing won't be known for a couple of 
weeks, so any more extensive easing at this stage would be rash and risk throwing away the gains of the last 
four weeks, resulting not only in increased loss of life but also increased damage to the economy.  The day 
after finishing DG I came across a paper on the macroeconomic effects of pandemics.  President Chump would 
do well to have someone read it to him.  You can tell I'm not impressed by him, can't you! 

My German colleagues are optimistic about the situation there, although they remain cautious.  I shall 

follow with interest. My Chinese colleagues tell me that life is about 80% normal now in Shanghai. 

They are back at work and restaurants have re-opened, although with seating arranged to ensure 

appropriate social distancing. I’m glad to know that they are all OK and encouraged by their reports. 
 
Dane Maslen It's says much for the difference of approach between Germany and the USA that the 
October Beer Festival in Munich has already been cancelled.  Indeed, I believe all events involving masses of 
people have now been banned through to the end of October, though I might have misunderstood the nuances 
of the news. 

A lot has been cancelled here, like the baseball, although a lot has been postponed in the hope that 

things might improve later. 
 
Andy York Regarding the Express, everything is on hold. Tomorrow was supposed to be the first 
home game of the season but it's at least a couple months off. I think the earliest will be July 4 for the season to 
kick off, but that could be iffy. 

I think I have had my third calendar reminder for an Iron Pigs game, but sadly no baseball. It will be 

interesting to see whether they manage any games this season once the stay at home order ends. 
 
Dane Maslen Both China and Korea now seem to be down to about a dozen new cases a day, a 
significant portion of which are imported.  They could yet achieve what has been dismissed by many in the 
West as impossible, namely eradicating the virus.  New Zealand has declared that that is its aim. 

New Zealand seems to have succeeded. Let us hope so, although they have a geographical advantage. 

However, it is good to know that countries can be controlled. 
 
John Hopkins Do have a look at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMBh-eo3tvE. Even if you share 
my belief that the film is probably the only one in which it is politically acceptable to cheer the Nazis, some of 
the tunes (like this one) are classic "earworms". Unlike most Covid spoofs, this one is good for scansion and 
rhyme. G'wan, watch it.  Most of you have nothing better to do. And nor have I - or I would not be writing this. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMBh-eo3tvE
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Very good. I think Jacqueline was sent this on Facebook. I liked the Queen one better though 
 
Andy York The C-19 rate is still quite low, ticking up on the number of confirmed cases by 20 or so 
in Travis County (most of Austin) and by single digits in Williamson (rest of Austin and where I live, plus lots of 
rural/suburb areas). Deaths have remained pretty flat. Fortunately, folks around here, for the most part, are 
taking this seriously and being polite about it (of course, there are a few...but, that is just living with other 
humans - some just are selfish and have an inflated self-worth).  

That’s a very nice way of putting it. I try to appreciate that those living in the country are probably not 

as exposed as those in the cities, but it is quite easy to get frustrated by some of the opinions being 

expressed. 
 
Bob Pitman Yesterday I saw a picture of someone in Tennessee USA protesting the lockdown and 
carrying a placard reading “Sacrifice the weak – Open Tennessee MAGA”. There is someone who deserves a 
really near fatal dose. Probably the most disgusting thing I have seen out of the US in years. Maybe there’s an 
upside to these Trumpian “open x” protests that are ignoring the social separation guides... if it is going to 
spread then let it be amongst the MAGAs and the virus can do something useful. 

The President came to Allentown yesterday, quite near to our office. I advised my technician to work 

from home to avoid the crowds on both sides. 
 
Bob Gingell I have most of the orders sorted but will wait to hear from you before I send them. I am 
in lockdown in Leeds but am in good health and have sufficient stores for now. Yesterday evening I joined the 
neighbours clapping to show support for NHS and social carers outside my front door. This has been big in 
Britain and I expect it will continue next Thursday as well.  

I have not really noticed that here, although I think it has been happening in the cities. 
 
Mike Townsend What will be interesting is what continues and what goes back to the old ways (or at 
least as close as it can do with the sort of restrictions we may have for some time).  I guess that working from 
home will become more commonplace and many bricks and mortar businesses will not survive.  Maybe even 
the Pig will become an online only zine? 

I am not sure what will happen for VP. I still prefer a physical copy of a zine as I don’t like reading 

large amounts of text online. I printed Conrad’s latest issue of WIMM today. However, it may be an 

option and we might poll the readership for their opinions.  
 
Richard Smith I snuck out to the post-box with yours and Arthur's zines during my lunch break today. I 
did read somewhere that the UK government are going to approach Google for the GPS data they use for traffic 
monitoring in Google Maps (and the where have I been last month report) to check on people's movements. 
Trouble with that is if people know it's happening they could just leave their phones at home (though I think 
many would find that hard to do). 

I am sure the US Government is already doing that here, and probably there too. They have probably 

already picked up on my daily walks now 
 
Kev Lee Bertie is certainly glad that his daddy is at home all the time and will not like it when 
things eventually get back to normal. Regarding work (in accountancy) I have been reduced to working 80% of 
the time and getting 80% salary. There are some staff that have been furloughed as well – everyone is 
effectively getting 80% of their salaries. On this front I have plenty to be getting on with at least for the time 
being. Today is my non-working day this week (it is usually Monday) so this gives me plenty of time for some 
VP orders. 

I am still working from home full time, fortunately. Evonik announced this week the possibility of 

reducing working time to 80% (4 weeks on, 1 off), but this has not been implemented yet. I wonder if 

they will be forced to do so. The good news is that some parts of Europe, including Germany, are 

starting to ease restrictions very slowly. 
 
Bob Pitman Glad you are all safe, I guess being in a rural relatively low population area helps too, 
apparently the South West here is a low incidence area. The computer room office sounds complicated... but 
nice, I have spent some time sorting out my laptop, giving it maintenance and tidying that hasn’t been done 
properly for far too long. I think its running better but with all the internet use here we are having days when 
browsers are running at dial up speeds! 

Our Wi-Fi has been challenged, although it’s held up well. It is OK working from home, but I shall be 

glad to get back to my office and its better ergonomics. 
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John Hopkins  

 
And with that, we will move on. 
 
Brendan Whyte Worst pun this week: When Lord Nelson died he was 5 feet tall. His statue in London is 
15 feet tall. That’s Horatio of 3:1 

Aaarrgghhh!! 
 
Tom Howell Do I get the prize for first orders? 

Yes, you beat Doug by about 2 minutes. 
 
Kev Lee Over the last couple of weeks I have signed up for 2 online free gaming platforms – 
Boite a Jeux and Board Game Arena – have so far played or been playing 6 Nimmt!, Castles of Burgundy, 
Agricola, 7 Wonders, Puerto Rico and Russian Railroads! 

I play games online at several sites, including Board Game Arena, Boite a Jeux and Yucata. I play 

Agricola and Castles of Burgundy with Brad Martin at Boite a Jeux so let us know if you’d like to join. 
 
Bob Pitman I read Chris Hibbert’s letter (in 178!) about his car… I totally agree about the merging 
traffic challenge. After driving the stretch from Basingstoke to Winchester perfectly, reaching Winchester and 
the slowing of the traffic flow and traffic pulling onto the motorway is a nightmare and the robot is not great at 
handling people pulling on at speed and across two or three lanes Though I still find the distancing between 
cars tends to invite people to pull out into it and then the robot drops back further but that is a human issue not 
the robots! 

It sounds good, but I am not convinced I am ready for this yet. 
 
Dane Maslen Funnily enough I had watched a program (on PBS America, one of the few good non-
BBC UK channels) about autonomous vehicles the evening before I started reading your latest issue.  Chris 
Hibbert's car is no more than level 2.  Level 3 is when the car can do everything but still has to be overseen by 
a human.  There are doubts about the wisdom of having such cars: the evidence tends to suggest that the 
overseer comes to trust the car too much and doesn't pay attention.  Levels 4 and 5 are fully autonomous, the 
only difference being that level 4 would work only in restricted conditions or areas, whereas level 5 would work 
everywhere. 

I’ll have to read up more on autonomous vehicles as my comments were from memory. I get more 

involved with the aspects of how to paint a car to ensure that the multitude of sensors can remain 

invisible and functional as well as detectable by other cars. Level four cars are already being tested 

by the car companies. 
 
Andy York As for the weather, today we had record highs in the mid-90s and muggy. Then, later 
tonight, we could have heavy storms and 2" hail. Always crazy weather swings here! 
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It is a real spring here right now. Temperature’s varying considerably through the week – it’s 60s 

today but I had light snow or sleet during my walk yesterday. 
 
Andy York Had a great day today, after a wild night that at one point had heavy thunderstorms, 
egg sized hail and tornadoes in the early morning. Fortunately, it went south of us. After the storm came 
through, it was clear, mid-80s with a nice breeze. Sat on the balcony catching up on magazines for a good part 
of the afternoon. 

Sounds good – we had our first day in the low 80s today. 
 
David Cowie https://youtu.be/CameSDK-2m8 . A rather overwrought moment from Jesus Christ 
Superstar, performed by various artists, including a well-known rock/metal singer (well known to our generation, 
anyway). See if you can guess who he is before he shows up at 2:17. I must confess that I did not, but he 
seems obvious with the benefit of hindsight.  
Mike Townsend Glad to say I guessed correctly.  Who else can scream like that? 

Funny, I knew the answer to that before I watched the link. I cannot remember why I knew that 

although I did go on a school trip to see the show back in the 70s. Wasn’t he in the original stage 

production in London? 
 
David Cowie According to the commenters, he was on the original soundtrack LP. The score is 
rather more restrained, but he did the big scream because he could, and everyone else has been copying him 
ever since, some more successfully than others.  

I think this was his masterpiece. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2tsUn2UreZc  
 
John Walker Howard has confirmed he has temporary folded his zine (TTT). He is planning to 
resurrect it in a year or so's time when he retires. I would therefore like to take you up on the offer of moving my 
subzine at least to finish off the games currently running. Can you please let me know when you would like it 
sent and to whom? 

Welcome to the club, John. Thanks for making us even more Variable       
 
Richard Smith As for Howard's retirement, I did think perhaps it is a shame that zine eds don't get 
money each time one of their creations is played. Howard did some great sports and betting games, though 
Where In The World Is Kendo Nagasaki? would be his cash cow. Or not if like YouTube it's only 0.1 cents a 
pop. 

Yes, Kendo is definitely his crowning achievement. Sad to see the demise of TTT – let’s hope he does 

bring it back. And with that, it’s another wrap. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Work Rest and Play 
 

Game 14 – Round Four 
 
Steve and Roger both try for the perfect balance, which is great news for Arthur who chooses not to play and 
secures both the work and rest credits. We must go back to Monday to resolve the tiebreaker for the play credit, 
which eventually goes to Roger. 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Roger 50-49-1 50-49-1 97-2-1 35-33-32    

Steve 56-39-5 50-49-1 61-38-1 35-33-32    

Arthur 50-49-1 53-45-2 56-34-10 50-49-1    

 
Roger: 1 x 0 x 1 = 0 
Steve: 1 x 2 x 1 = 2 
Arthur:  2 x 2 x 2 = 8 
 

* * * * * 

https://youtu.be/CameSDK-2m8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2tsUn2UreZc
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BY POPULAR DEMAND 
 

Round Six – Letter A 
 

Player Animal UK Soccer 
Team 

World 
Leader 

Medicine Ancient 
Greek 

Inside a Car  

John Walker 
 

Antelope Arsenal Angela 
Merkel 

Anadin Aristotle Air Freshener (50) 
415 

Martin 
Walker 

Alligator Arsenal Angela 
Merkel 

Anadin Aristotle Air Bag (50) 
414 

Steve Guest 
 

Aardvark Arsenal Jacinda 
Ardern 

Aspirin Archimedes Accelerator (48) 
412 

Michael 
Pargman 

Ant Arsenal Angela 
Merkel 

Advil Alexander 
the Great 

Air Bag (37) 
380 

Mike Pollard Aardvark Arsenal Angela 
Merkel 

Aspirin Aristotle Armrest (58) 
379 

Dane Maslen 
 

Aardvark Arsenal Shinzo Abe Anadin Archimedes Air Bag (49) 
372 

Roger 
Trethewey 

Antelope Arsenal Nicos 
Anastasiades 

Altace Archimedes Air bags (35) 
364 

Steve Ham Aardvark Arsenal Angela 
Merkel 

Anadin Aristotle Air 
Conditioning 

(57) 
360 

Allan Stagg 
 

Antelope Arsenal Shinzo Abe Aspirin Aristotle Air Freshener (52) 
348 

Richard 
Smith 

Aardvark Arsenal Jacinda 
Ardern 

Acupuncture Aristotle Arsehole (46) 
340 

Brendan 
Whyte 

Albatross Arsenal Ashraf Ghani Aspirin Aristotle Air 
Conditioner 

(45) 
340 

Bob Gingell Aardvark Arsenal Xi Jinping Aspirin Aristotle Accelerator (55) 
334 

Andrew York 
 

Aardvark Arsenal Bashir el 
Assad 

Advil Archimedes Air Vent (46) 
320 

Jacqueline 
Reader 

Aardvark Arsenal Shinzo Abe Aspirin Aristotle Accelerator (59) 
314 

Murray Egan 
 

Alligator Aston Villa Shinzo Abe Advil Achilles Aux Port (15) 
311 

Brad Martin 
 

Antelope Arsenal Angela 
Merkel 

Aspirin Aristotle Air Bag (56) 
307 

Doug Kent Aardvark Arsenal Akihito Advil Aristotle Air Freshener (51) 
297 

Arthur Owen Ape Arsenal - - Aristotle Air Freshener (37) 
294 

Chris Hibbert 
 

Ape Arsenal Angela 
Merkel 

Avastin Achilles Air 
Conditioner 

(36) 
290 

Tom Howell Aardvark Aldershot 
Town 

Bashir El 
Assad 

Aventis Archimedes Air Bag (26) 
260 

MY 
CHOICES 

Aardvark Aldershot 
Town 

Shinzo Abe Aspirin Aristotle Accelerator (43) 
311 

 
1. An Animal: Aardvark (11), Antelope (4), Ape (2), Alligator (2): Albatross and Ant both score 1.  

I think Aardvark will do well coming first alphabetically 

2. An English Soccer Team: Arsenal (18), Aldershot Town (2) and Aston Villa scores 1 

I suspect that my choice will not do well – no change there     .  

3. A World Leader: Angela Merkel (7), Shinzo Abe (5), Jacinda Ardern (2), Bashir El Assad (2) Ashraf 
Ghani, Emperor Akihito, Xi Jinping and Nicos Anastasiades all score 1 
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I am sure there are more but Shinzo Abe and Jacinda Ardern were the two that came to mind. 

4. A Brand of Medicine: Aspirin (8), Anadin (4), Advil (4): Altace, Acupuncture, Aventis and Avastin all 
score 1. 

I made Aspirin (acetyl salicylic acid) in the lab at high school many years ago. I wonder how well this 

will do as I think the brand has become genericized. 

5. An Ancient Greek: Aristotle (13), Archimedes (5), Achilles (2): Alexander the Great scores 1. 

Archimedes and Aesop were the other two that I thought of 

6. Something you might see inside a Car: Air Bag(s) (6), Accelerator (4), Air Freshener (4), Air Conditioner 
/ Conditioning / Vent (4): Aux Port, Arsehole, Armrest all score 1. 

Probably not the easiest question 

 
Congratulations to Jacqueline Reader who scored 59 from the maximum 63. An honourable mention to Mike 
Pollard who almost had a perfect round until the last question. 
 
 
Players Comments 
 
Mike Pollard 
I reckon there are 3 cast-iron ones here - Arsenal, Angela Merkel, and Aspirin.  There are several other famous 
Greeks, e.g. Archimedes, Achilles, Agamemnon, and Ajax.  I'm not sure why, but the philosophers got into my 
mind before the Trojan war heroes, ha-ha.  For what you might see inside a car, Armrest was the first thing I 
thought of, even though it doesn't seem very "car-specific".  I suppose accelerator is a possibility?  I would rule 
out aircon, airbag and alarm because you hardly see them.  I usually go for my first instinct, which was Antelope 
for the animal.   But I switched to my partner's choice of Aardvark, because it is the first category and the first 
letter of the alphabet, so people might subconsciously go for the double A. Thanks for an interesting & 
enjoyable round!   

You are probably right about Arsenal, but there is a small wild card here. I support Aldershot Town 

FC and they have been mentioned many times in the zine in the past. 
 
Roger Trethewey 
6. Air bags (OK you have to crash first, and then you probably wouldn't see them anyway) 
 
Brendan Whyte 
1. An Animal  Aardvark is first off the bock, but I'll go with Python and shout "Albatross" Get your bloody 
albatross!" 
2. An English football (soccer) team  Arsenal Venga, or whatever he is called. 
3. A Current World Leader           Ashraf Ghani, President of Afghanistanza. 
5. A famous Ancient Greek    Aristotle Aristotle, liked to bugger with a bottle.. 
6. Something you might see inside a car. Do you mean something inside a car that you might see, or something 
you might see when you are inside a car (and looking out)? I am tempted to say arseholes because anyone 
who doesn't ride a bicycle is one. But will go for air conditioner (accelerator is a bit too hard to see from outside 
looking in) and ABS braking is also a bit obscure.  
 
Allan Stagg 
2    Arsenal (as a Spurs supporter I hate myself for giving that answer, but it is most likely to score points) 
 
Andy York 
2 - (oh heavens, so time to Google it...wait, one is Arsenal). Arsenal 
6 - Ashtray, wait do they have those anymore? Let's go with...Air Vent? Hopefully, I can think of something 
better... 
 
Richard Smith 
2. An English football (soccer) team - Arsenal (will anyone go for Aldershot?) 
6. Something you might see inside a car - arsehole (sorry, couldn't resist) 
 
Bob Gingell 
3. Xi [with regret. DT is not a “world” leader, only a (determinedly) national one.] 
4. Aspirin. [I think that is what you mean by a ‘brand’, rather than a Big Pharma manufacturer 
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6. Accelerator. [Not sure there are any others. In the States I think you call it a gas pedal, so I am unsure what 
else you might have beginning with an A unless you want to open the bonnet (= hood). An axle is not ‘inside a 
car’ – what else is there? Amber warning light?] 
 
Dane Maslen 
1: Not only is it the first animal in the dictionary (or is there another aardsomething before it?), it was also the 
first animal that came to mind. 
2: Maybe Aldershot will do well (they were actually the first team I thought of, but then Aldershot's not far from 
Woking) because of your frequent mentions of them. 
3: I was reduced to looking at a list on Wikipedia (the alternative would have been to answer Angela Merkel!) 
because none would come to mind.  When I reached Ethiopia I was tempted to give Abiy Ahmed as my answer, 
but kept going  and eventually found a more obvious one. 
5: Or should I have gone for Aristotle? 
 
6: Er, the only thing that immediately comes to mind is "A lot of rubbish scattered around on all seats other than 
the driver's" but hopefully I'll eventually think of something. 
 
Tom Howell 
3  Bashar al-Assad  going for someone the other players might know from the news. You know about Azali 
Assoumani, don't you?  would be perfect if I thought anyone else knew about him. 
4  Aventis   - I expect this one to be all over the place 
6  [dating myself:] A map?  No, not that, you'll probably consider it an 'M' word.  So, how about:  Ashes.  No, not 
that; you would see them inside a car my dad drove, but not mine.  Aggressive drivers?  Too often.  Air 
bag.  Not in my pick-up, but the car has one. 
 
For the seventh round, the letter is L. The categories are 
 

1. A breed of pig 
2. A town or city in Wales 
3. A character from the Star Wars movies 
4. A popular television show 
5. A type of tree 
6. Something you might see at a sports game 

 

* * * * * 
 

Lyric Quiz 
 

Game Fifteen – Round Two of Five 
 
1) “On a silent summer evening, The sky's alive with light, A building in the distance, Surrealistic sight” (80s) 

“Echo Beach” by Martha and the Muffins 
 
2) “Love is a fire of flaming brandy, Upon a crepe suzette, Let's get this romance cooking, honey” (70s) 
 “Life Is a Minestrone” by 10cc 

Doug Kent, Richard Smith, Jacqueline Reader, David Cowie, Steve Guest 
 
3) “Thibodaux, Fontaineaux, the place is buzzin', A kinfolk come to see Yvonne by the dozen, Dressed in style 
they go hog wild, me oh my oh” (50s) 
   “Jambalaya” by Hank Williams (The Carpenters) 
Doug Kent, Andy York, Steve Guest, Dane Maslen 
 
4) “The sirens are screaming, and the fires are howling, Way down in the valley tonight” (70s) 
   “Bat Out of Hell” by Meatloaf 
Doug Kent, Jacqueline Reader, John Walker, Murray Egan, Andy York, David Cowie, Steve Guest 
 
5) “Oh shit, There goes the charabanc, Looks like I'm gonna be stuck here the whole summer” (70s) 
   “Peaches” by The Stranglers 
Richard Smith, John Walker, Dane Maslen, David Cowie, Martin Walker, Steve Guest 

https://genius.com/The-stranglers-peaches-lyrics#note-13302360
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6) “But behind the chalet, My holiday's complete, And I feel like William Tell, Maid Marian on her tiptoed fee” 
(80s)  
   “Pulling Mussels from a Shell” by Squeeze 
Doug Kent, David Cowie 
 
7) “I like the enchiladas and the teriyaki too, I even like the chicken if the sauce is not too blu” (80s) 
   “TV Dinners” by ZZ Top 
Richard Smith, David Cowie 
 
8) “I'm no schoolboy but I know what I like, You should have heard them just around midnight” (70s) 
   “Brown Sugar” by Rolling Stones 
Doug Kent, Brendan Whyte, Richard Smith, Jacqueline Reader, Murray Egan, Andy York, David Cowie, Steve 
Guest 
 
9) “But I'm in so deep, You know I'm such a fool for you, You've got me wrapped around your finger” (90s) 
 “Linger” by The Cranberries 
Doug Kent, Brendan Whyte, Murray Egan, Andy York, Steve Guest 
 
10) “Drove my Chevy to the levee but the levee was dry, Them good ole boys were drinking whiskey 'n' Rye” 
(70s) 
   “American Pie” by Don McClean 
Doug Kent, Tom Howell (song only), Brendan Whyte, Richard Smith, Jacqueline Reader (singer only), John 
Walker, Chris Hibbert, Murray Egan, Andy York, Dane Maslen, David Cowie, Martin Walker, Steve Guest 
 

 

Comments 
 
Brendan Whyte 
10) The completely overrated American Pie, by the equally overrated Don Maclean. 
 
Richard Smith 
Theme is food - gave me #2 which didn't click first time. 
 
Chris Hibbert 
I got one!! 
 
Dane Maslen 
Two that I know well (they're on compilation CDs that I have, so I hope I've got the details right), but almost no 
recognition of any of the others, even though they are mostly from the 70s and 80s. 
3) “So, there I was, having a wash this morning, when suddenly I found myself mentally singing a song that had 
come from nowhere.  Somewhat puzzled by this I nonetheless allowed the mental singing to 
continue.  Eventually it got to an interesting lyric.  It seems my subconscious had dug out the above song from 
the deep recesses of my memory and had presented it to me for identification.  The next step therefore had to 
be stop my own mental singing and instead mentally play the original singer if possible.  Fortunately, Karen 
Carpenter is readily identifiable.  That left just the title.  A Carpenters CD (Only Yesterday) is playing as I sit 
here typing this, so I have already discovered that the song is Jambalaya. 
 
David Cowie 
Theme: food.   
 
Doug Kent 
2 –  ha, Life is a Minestrone by 10cc – Godley & Crème don’t get enough respect 
3 – Jambalaya – Hank Williams – a classic, and since so many of the acts I enjoy these days recognize Hank’s 
greatness, glad to see you include it 
4 – Bat out of Hell – Meat Loaf – I’ve known this entire album by heart start to finish for decades 
5 – I feel like I should know this 
6 – Pulling Mussels from a Shell – Squeeze – also in my car 
7 – nope, I hear guitars, but I can’t remember, kind of straight rock? 
8 – Brown Sugar – Rolling Stones – Sticky Fingers was getting a lot of play in the car until I stopped commuting 
9 – Linger – The Cranberries – this took me a few moments as I initially thought it was lyrics from a sing with a 
male vocalist, but I said them out loud a few times, the tempo slowed, and I got it…I first heard this song in a 
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Foodtown in Rahway, New Jersey buying weekly groceries.. I was in the produce section…odd that I remember 
that, but it was so magically dreamy I immediately loved it and wanted to know who sang it 
10 – American Pie – Don McLean – he sold all his notes on the song and it’s “meaning” at auction in 2018 I 
think 
 
Tom Howell 
10. Title should be 'American Pie'. Weird Al Yankovic used the music to do a parody of Star Wars.  If you  
are a Star Wars fan and haven't heard the parody, you owe it to yourself to hunt it down at take a listen. 
 
John Walker 
Theme = The protagonist died 
 
Martin Walker 
Theme of pies and their fillings? not a good round for me. 
 
Steve Guest 
Theme: food! 
 
 
Scores 
 
Steve Guest 15 (30) 
David Cowie 15 (28) 
Doug Kent  14 (26) 
Richard Smith 11 (23) 
Andy York 10 (22) 
Jacqueline Reader   7 (17) 
Murray Egan   8 (14) 
Brendan Whyte   6 (11) 
Martin Walker   4 (11) 
John Walker   6 (9) 
Dane Maslen   6 (9) 
John Hopkins   0 (8) 
Chris Hibbert   2 (2) 
Tom Howell   1 (1) 
 
 

Game Fifteen – Round Three of Five 
 
Anyone can play. Score 1 point each for the artist and song title for each song below. There is also a bonus 
point for identifying the common theme to the songs below plus another for the deliberate mistake. I 
acknowledge that song 9 is probably very obscure for this readership, but it was a US Top 40 “hit” and a 
number 1 in Latvia! 
 
1) “I see your sun is shining, But I won't make a fuss, though it's obvious” (60s) 

2) “Has he lost his mind? Can he see or is he blind? Can he walk at all or if he moves will he fall?” (70s) 

3) “Gonna use my arms, Gonna use my legs, Gonna use my style, Gonna use my sidestep” (80s) 

4) “Always believe in your soul, You've got the power to know, You're indestructible, always believing” (80s) 

5) “I like it, I'm not gonna crack, I miss you, I'm not gonna crack, I love you, I'm not gonna crack” (90s) 

6) “You get too much you get too high, Not enough and you're gonna die, Love gets you high” (80s) 

7) “If there's a bustle in your hedgerow, Don't be alarmed now, It's just a spring clean for the May queen” (70s) 

8) “Europium, zirconium, lutetium, vanadium, And lanthanum and osmium and astatine and radium” (50s) 

9) “This beat is a chemical, beat is a chemical, When I leave don't save my seat, I'll be back when it's all 

complete, The moment is medical, moment is medical” (2019) 

10) “Adrift in a world of my own, I've played the game but to my real shame, You've left me to dream all alone” 

(80s) 

 

* * * * * 
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6 Nimmt! 13 
 

Round Five 
 
This was a holding round as a few points were collected but the positions were largely unchanged, except at 
the bottom. The columns are filling up again though as players hands diminish. 
 
Corrections 

1. Bob Gingell’s 97 in hand 1 should have been added to the 96 in column 2 not the 95 in column 4.  

 

HAND 1 HAND 2 HAND 3 HAND 4 

  101    98   45     42 97 

  100  97 78 92   44  94   41 71 

 28 99  96 76 88   42  93   22 70 

52 15 92  90 71 85 13  40 87 92  66 21 60 

50! 3* 86 95 67 66# 84 6@ 43% 36 66^ 91 63& 65 18$ 59 

4 4 11 2 6 8 10 2 1 12 6 4 1 7 9 9 

 
Tom Howell plays 52 in Hand 1, 97 in Hand 2, 17 in Hand 3 and 18 to column 3 in Hand 4. Score = 2 
Kev Lee plays 28 in Hand 1, 76 in Hand 2, 87 in Hand 3 and 41 in Hand 4.   Score = 3 
Bob Gingell plays 42 in Hand 1, 21 in Hand 2, 37 in Hand 3 and 55 in Hand 4.   Score = 10 
Bob Pitman plays 101 in Hand 1, 78 in Hand 2, 8 in Hand 3 and 52 in Hand 4.    Score = 16 
John Walker plays 15 in Hand 1, 66 in Hand 2, 1 to row 1 in Hand 3 and 66 in Hand 4.  Score = 21 
Carolyn Townsend plays 48 in Hand 1, 6 to col. 4 in Hand 2, 45 in Hand 3 and 63 in Hand 4. Score = 35 
Dane Maslen plays 40 in Hand 1, 71 in Hand 2, 34 in Hand 3 and 22 in Hand 4.   Score = 36 
Steve Ham plays 3 to col. 2 in Hand 1, 13 in Hand 2, 43 in Hand 3 and 21 in Hand 4.   Score = 55 
Arthur Owen plays 50 in Hand 1, 25 in Hand 2, 66 in Hand 3 and 42 in Hand 4.   Score = 57 
 
* Steve takes column 3 of hand 1 for 2 points (96 and 97) 
! Arthur takes column 1 of hand 1 for 7 points (27, 29, 40, 42 and 48) 
@ Carolyn takes column 4 of hand 2 for 4 points (80 and 83) 
# John takes column 2 of hand 2 for 8 points (2, 18, 20, 21 and 25) 
% John takes column 1 of hand 3 for 1 point (4) followed by Steve who takes the same column for 5 points (1, 
8, 17, 34 and 37) 
^ Arthur takes column 3 of hand 3 for 10 points (29, 30, 31, 35 and 50) 
$ Tom takes column 3 of hand 4 for 1 point 
& Carolyn takes column 1 of hand 4 for 15 points (43, 44, 51, 52 and 55) 
 
Reminder: This game will again have four hands. The first two will be regular 6 Nimmt games with all 104 cards 
used for the initial deals. The third hand will be only use cards numbered 1 – 94 so all cards will be in play. The 
fourth hand will be a perfect distribution game – each player will get one card in the range 1 – 10, another from 
the range 11 – 20 and so on.  
 

* * * * * 
 

Backpacks and Blisters 3 
 

Round Eight 
 
14.40 – 15.00 
 
Cloudy Uphere was ready for a break, but still had enough in the tank to wander into Thirlspot for the tea 
break. Brad Berry still had plenty of energy and bounded up to enjoy the view atop Grisedale Pike, narrowly 
ahead of Honor Kleedae who soon joined him. War Keys ascended Dale Head as Tarn walked away 
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15.00 – 15.20 
 
Finally, it was time to vote for the rucksack again. Cloudy and Tarn voted for War Keys, Brad and War Keys 
did not vote, Honor voted for Brad and Eddie voted for himself. This meant the rucksack had a new porter – 
War Keys.  
 

Player 14.40 – 15.00 15.00 – 15.20 Location Goods Score 

War Keys 
Brendan 
Whyte 

Robinson (1T4O) to 
Dale Head 

Discard Grisedale Pike 
(5O) 

Dale Head 2 x 50p 
Rucksack! 

48 

Tarn Hallow 
Brad Martin 

Ullock Pike (3T) to 141 Discard Spout Force 
(1T2O) 

141 - 
Chocolate 

46 

Eddie 
Inclowds 
Bob Gingell 

Haystacks (1T4O) to 
Stone Circle 

Discard Blister Stone 
Circle 

-  56 

Cloudy 
Uphere 
Arthur Owen 

Innominate Tarn (2T1O) 
to Thirlspot 

Discard Lords Seat 
(3T1O) 

Thirlspot 2 x 50p 43 

Brad Berry 
John Walker 

Bleaberry (3T1O) to 
Grisedale Pike 

Discard Blister Grisedale 
Pike 

1 x  
Chocolate 

46 

Honor 
Kleedae 
Steve Ham 

High Rigg (2T3O) to 
Grisedale Pike 

Discard Glaramara 
(2T2O) 

Grisedale 
Pike 

- 
 

43 

 
Please can players send orders for next time moves with their moves from 15.20 – 15.40 and 15.40 – 16.00. 
John will move first from 15.20 – 15.40 and Steve will move first from 15.40 – 16.00. The next vote for the 
Heavy Rucksack will be at 16.20. The weather for 15.20 – 15.40 and 15.40 – 16.00 is sunny. The card deck 
was shuffled again. 
 
The targets are Skiddaw, Grisedale Pike, High Rigg, Blea Tarn and Dale Head. Reminder: Ferries move at 20 
minutes past the hour and buses at 40 minutes past the hour. Lunch is at 1pm and Coffee at 3pm. 
 
Places Visited 
Brendan:  High Rigg, Walla Crag, Bleaberry, High Seat, Blea Tarn, High Tove, Lodore Falls, Dale Head 
Brad:  High Rigg, Greathow Wood, Thirlspot, Wythburn, Blea Tarn, Rathwaite 
Bob:  Dale Head, Blea Tarn, Walla Crag, Bleaberry, High Rigg, Stone Circle 
Arthur:  Lords Seat, Doll Wood, Skiddaw, High Rigg, Thirlspot 
John:  Fortinscale, Catbells, Grange, Dale Head, Portinscale, Thornthwaite, Grisedale Pike 
Steve:  Stone Circle, High Rigg, Thirlspot, Blea Tarn, Rathwaite, Portinscale, Braithwaite 
 
Further Comment 
 
Bob Gingell  A note for the future on the new edition rules - they say that the lunch and coffee 
breaks do not count against the two phases of holding the rucksack (since no movement is affected during the 
breaks). Ah, I stated that before so no need to repeat it. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Breaking Away 11 
 
 

Round Five 
 
COOL PARKRUNNINGS (John Walker) 0 points ALPHABLOCKERS (Roger Trethewey) 2 points 
A. Pegwell    15, 15, 15, 7   A. Art   9, 15, 3, 1 
B. Whitstable  15, 6, 15    B. Butch    9, 7, 6 
C. Margate   15, 15, 15   C. Cliff (2)   6, 7, 3 
D. Canterbury  15, 15, 3   D. Diane   15, 3, 3 
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CLANGERS  (Steve Ham) 9 points  BANDS    (Chris Hibbert)  16 points 
A. Major Clanger (8) 10, 3, 4, 3   A. Talking Heads (10) 3, 3, 3, 10 
B. Mother Clanger 4, 14, 15   B. Romeo Void (6) 5, 10, 3 
C. Tiny Clanger (1) 6, 3, 15    C. Pretenders     7, 6, 10 
D. Soup Dragon  13, 5, 3    D. Blondie  6, 15, 3 
 
FANTASTIC FLYING PELONTASTICS (Bob P.) 7 pts  SKY SPORTS  (Arthur Owen) 5 points 
A. Father Christmas (3) 6, 10, 3 ,4   A. EFL (5)  3, 6, 15, 3  
B. Harry Potter (4) 4, 4, 3     B. Racing  15, 12, 2 
C. Mary Poppins 3, 7, 15     C. Cricket  3, 3, 3 
D. Dumbo  3, 15, 15    D. Boxing  3, 3, 1   
 
The first sprint is done, and the points get shared evenly among the teams with only Cool Park Runnings 
missing out. Talking Heads took first place and put the Bands into a lead. Meanwhile, the pack has largely 
closed together with only a few stragglers lagging. 
 

Square Replacement Riders 

44 3 Soup Dragon 

43 4 Harry Potter (5th), Mother Clanger, 

42 6 EFL (4th), Whitstable, Butch, Cliff (7th), Tiny Clanger (8th), 

41 10 Talking Heads (1st), Major Clanger (2nd), Father Christmas (6th), Romeo Void 
(3rd), Pretenders 

40 15 Art, Mary Poppins, 

39 15 Pegwell, Racing, Canterbury, 

38 15 Margate, Dumbo, Diane 

37 -  

36 3 Boxing 

35 -  

34 3 Cricket 

33 -  

32 -  

31 -  

30 -  

29 -  

28 3 Blondie 

 
 

Breaking Away 10 
 

Round Nine 
 
NO RUSSIAN MEDDLING (Allan Stagg) 6 points SOFTWARE ENGINEERS (Richard Smith) 17 pts 
A. President Putin  8, 8, 3, 3   A. Ada (6)  3, 2, 3, 3 
B. President Trump 5, 6, 7     B. Ruby (10)   6, 8, 10 
C. Brexit   15, 6, 3    C. Pascal   15, 3, 4 
D. Boaty McBoatface 3, 4, 3    D. Haskell (1)  8, 3, 9 
 
NOT THE WILL (Steve Ham) 15 points   SPEEDY TEAM (Chris Hibbert)  21 points 
A. Canada Plus Plus  8, 5, 5, 7   A. Zippy   7, 4, 5, 11 
B. Norway  15, 3, 6    B. Dash  10, 15, 8 
C. Checkers (2)  8, 3, 3    C. Speedy (8)     6, 10, 3 
D. No Deal WTO dropped   D. Flash  3, 5, 8 
 
THE TIME LORDS (Kev Lee) 9 points    WOLVES (Arthur Owen) 7 points 
A. Tom Baker  8, 6, 4, 3   A. Boly   15, 3, 3  
B. David Tennant 3, 3, 3     B. Jota (4)  4, 7, 3 
C. Jon Pertwee  3, 4, 3     C. Neves  3, 13, 4 
D. Jodie Whitaker (5) 4, 3, 3     D. Coady (3)  6, 7, 14  
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The second sprint has come and gone and it’s a good one for the teams at the back, with the Software 
Engineers and Wolves gaining their first points. The Speedy Team stays in first place, but it’s close now.  
 

Square Replacement Riders 

86 2 Ada (3rd), 

85 -  

84 4 Jota (5th), Jodie Whitaker (4th) 

83 6 Speedy (2nd), Coady,(6th) 

82 8 President Putin, Ruby (1st), Checkers (7th), Haskell (8th), Flash 

81 13 Neves 

80 -  

79 3 David Tennant, Brexit 

78 -  

77 3 Boly 

76 4 Jon Pertwee, Boaty McBoatface 

75 6 President Trump, Norway, 

74 8 Tom Baker, Canada Plus Plus, Dash, 

73 11 Zippy, 

72 -  

71 3 Pascal 

 

* * * * * 
 

Bus Boss (Cyprus) BB375CYP 
 

Round Twelve 
 
It is a remarkably close finish. 
 

 MED 
Brad 
Blue 

MARS 
John 

Yellow 

Green 
Roger 
Green 

31) Larnaca (35) – N.E. Cyprus 
(66) 

20 
- 4 

10 
+ 4 

 

32) Evrykhou (25) – Akanthou 
(55) 
 

 
+ 3 

10 
- 1 

20 
- 3 + 1 

33) Episkopi (16) – Nicosia (41) 
 

5 
+ 1 

9 16 
- 1 

34) Paphos (11) – Kyrenia (51) 
 

30   

35) Dhali (36) – Famagusta (63) 
 

  30 

36) Lefka (22) – Nicosia (42) 
 

13 12 5 

 

Total from Last Turn 301 344 321 

Points from Races 68 44 68 

Total 369 388 389 

 

Congratulations to Green (Roger Trethewey) 
Game End Statements are welcome 
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Bus Boss (Easter Island) BB389IDP 
 

Round Three  
 
PIT Akahanga - Vaihu - Ahu Hanga Poukura 
Blue Bank: 97 – 9 = 88 
Brad Martin  
 
MARS Ahu Nau Nau – North Coast (36) - Ana Heu 
Orange Bank: 96 – 12 = 84 
John Marsden  
 
Green Vaitea - Ahu Nau Nau: Hanga Roa – Mataveri International Airport 
Green Bank: 97 – 12 = 85 
Roger Trethewey 
 
MO Vaitea - Ranu Aroi - Anu Heu 
Purple Bank: 96 – 12 = 84 
Bob Gingell 
 
The build order for next round is John, Roger, Bob and Brad. There will be only 5 building rounds in this game 
with the player with the most money (least lines built) building first in the fifth building round.  
 

Bus Boss (Easter Island) BB391IDP 
 

Round Three  
 
NAH Vaitea – Ahu Hanga Poukura - Hotels 
Red Bank: 98 – 12 = 86 
Martin Walker  
 
BIRDMAN Ahu Akivi = Ahu Te Peu - Tahai 
Blue Bank: 97 – 11 = 86 
Richard Smith  
 
TEAR Ahu Vinapu – Ahu Hanga Poukura (town 66) – Vaihu 
Green Bank: 96 – 10 = 86 
Kev Lee  
 
The build order for next round is Richard, Kev and Martin. There will be the usual 6 build rounds.  
 

* * * * * 
 

Der Fuhrer 6 
 

Round Eight 
 
Mecklenburg 
 
Herr Martin realized he was back in the lead, a perfect time to start droning on about Versailles again, while the 
Chancellor returned to the Red Menace. Frau Amery was called away, so the Communists lacked direction. 
They eventually decided to copy the Ex-Chancellor and the Centre party, with a low-key whinge about the treaty 
of Versailles. The Nationalists were a lot more upbeat about the blasted treaty, putting out posters and sending 
out mobs to defend their sparse support 
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Oldenburg 
 
Frau Amery was still absent, so her party followed their playbook and shifted their line to social welfare for the 
Oldenburg election. The Centre Party decided that labour reform might appeal more and spent some of their 
propaganda to push the message. The Nationalists had the same idea. The Nazi’s turned their attention to the 
New Order, whilst trying to defend against the slurs from the Social Democrats. The voters were put off by both 
messages and both the Nazi’s and Social Democrats lost badly. Herr Owen of the Centre Party carried the 
election with the Communists and Nationalists sharing second place. 
 
Thuringen 
 
Having held tight to the purse strings for five elections, Chancellor Walker decided he had to spend to get his 
message through, putting a few posters out about his dreams of a New Order. However, he was outspent by 
ex-Chancellor Martin about justice. The Centre and Nationalist parties both decided to focus on jobs, although 
only the Nationalists were willing to spend on the issue. The Communists stayed on autopilot and continued 
their theme of social welfare. Both messages on jobs fell flat as the Social Democrats dominated with the Nazi’s 
taking second place. 
 

Party Platform Issues Propaganda Street 
Mobs 

Election 
Results 

Total 

SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS 
Brad Martin 

Law and 
Order 

2v, 0j 
0ar, 2ju 

2sm 

27 – 0 
- 0 

- 3 = 24 

0 
1 + 1 

0 
7 + 1 + 3 

28 

NATIONALIST 
 
Arthur Owen 

Liberal 3v, 2lr 
0sw, 1j 

 

18 – 2 
- 2 

- 3 = 11 

5 – 2 
- 0 

- 1 = 2 

2 + 1 + 2 
2 + 1 + 1 

4 

25 

CENTRE 
 
Cian Owen 

Socialism 2v, 2j 
1lr, 1sw 

19 – 0 
- 3 

- 0 = 16 

4 – 0 
- 0 

- 0 = 4 

2 + 1 + 2 
4 + 1 + 3 

1 

25 

COMMUNIST 
N.M.R. 
Natalie Amery 

Pro-Labour 2v, 2sw 
0j, 1lr 
1sm 

16 – 0 
- 0 
-  =  

20 – 0 
- 0 
-  =  

2 + 1 + 2 
2 + 1 + 1 

3 + 1 

24 

NAZI 
 
John Walker 

Demagoguery 2v, 2ar 
2no, 0bl 

0sm 

32 – 0 
- 0 

- 2 = 30 

27 – 0 
- 0 

- 0 = 27 

1 + 1 
0 

5 + 2 

13 

 
The next elections will be held in Schleswig-Holstein (3, 2 1 – v, fa, j), Württemberg (4, 2, 1 – v, ju, sw) and 
Silesia (4, 2, 1 – lr, sw, j). 
 

* * * * * 
 

Grand National 2 
 

Round Fifteen 
 
It is all over and Rigel wins by a nose, just ahead of Norfolk Enchants to deny trainer Steve a second victory. 
Two more horses fell, and the stragglers almost pulled up at the finish. Spiced Rum came in third and may be 
rueing his conservative jump at the penultimate fence. 
 

Congratulations to Rigel (Michael Pargman) 
Game End Statements are welcome 
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Questions 
 
John Walker The race stewards having been reviewing the footage of the last two fences and believe 
Middleman's jumping technique might have interfered with Individualization. Inasmuch I think his rolls were in 
the wrong order. This means he should have been subject to a TN on fence 28. More importantly this also 
means there is a 33% chance Horse might have made a miraculous recovery from his reported fall. 

I don’t think so. Middleman always plays the median number of all the other active horses, which is 

quite frankly a pain to GM. I do this by sorting the riders from low to high in excel and finding the 

middle horse(s) and then inserting Middleman into the middle space and assigning the appropriate 

number. Most of the time it is obvious, as the horse on either side have played the same, but very 

occasionally I must work out what it should be.  

 

On fence 27, the median number was 3 but the trouble numbers (rolled randomly on d8 and d12 for an 

open ditch) were 7 and 8 so no horses were affected. On fence 28, the median number was 15; your 

orders were 

Player Horse
JP at Fence 29 (Plain: 

TN is lowest)

JP at Fence 26 (Plain: 

TN is lowest )
Comments Penalties Starting JP

JP after Fence 

Twenty Six

Michael Pargman Rigel 6 6 217 205

Steve Ham Norfolk Enchants 6 3 213 204

Steve Guest Spiced Rum 13 3 210 194

Tom Howell Not Again 13 5 196 178

Richard Smith Jay Trump 9 9 193 175

Chris Hibbert Freedom Fighter 7 8 171 156

Richard Smith Gay Trip 7 7 169 155

Mike Townsend Hopping Mad 8 8 142 126

NPC Middle Man (Median) 14 14 140 112

Bob Gingell Donkey 14 14 135 107

Bob Gingell Eeyore 13 13 121 95

Dane Maslen Red Bum 14 18 91 59

Dane Maslen Ankle 15 19 82 48

NPC Lounge Lizard (12+d6) 16 14 58 28

NPC Mr Consistent 16 16 52 20

Cian Owen CO 1 22 21 62 19

Arthur Owen Amazing Queen 19 20 42 3

Arthur Owen Another Oddity 18 19 37 0

Cian Owen CO 2 19 20 39 0

Steve Ham Norwich Porridge 16 1 Falls fence 30

John Walker Horse 3 Falls fence 29

John Walker Individualization Falls fence 28

Roger Trethewey Sleepyhead Falls Fence 26

NPC Slow Riser Falls Fence 25

NPC Aquarius (2d6+9) Falls Fence 25

Kev Lee Custard Tart Falls Fence 24

Brendan Whyte White Night Falls Fence 24

NPC Chaos Theory (5d6-1) Fell fence 22

Mike Townsend Crazy Frog Fell fence 22

Roger Trethewey Lazy Susan Falls fence 21

Steve Guest Overproof Rum Falls fence 19

NPC Mediator (3d8) Falls fence 18

Tom Howell (NMR) Oh No Falls fence 17

Brendan Whyte Black Boy Falls Fence 16

Kev Lee Humble Plum Falls Fence 15

Brad Martin Alert Fall Fence 13

Brad Martin Alacrity Fall Fence 14

Jon Carter All in a Whirl Falls fence 12

Conrad von Metzke Egbert Falls fence 11

Jonathan Amery Prince of Wales Falls fence 11

Jonathan Amery Queen Elizabeth Falls fence 10

NPC Metro Gnome Falls Fence 9

Jon Carter Lady Gs Nag Falls Fence 9

John Marsden The Red Planet Pulls Up at Fence 9

Chris Hibbert Man O  Peace Falls fence 8

John Marsden The Next Ode Falls fence 7

Jacqueline Reader Sauron's Summit Falls fence 6

NPC Fade Away Falls fence 6

Jacqueline Reader Cyclips Cyclops Falls fence 5

Conrad von Metzke Ethelred Falls fence 4

Michael Pargman Rapid Falls fence 2
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Horse                3 & 5 

Individualization 2 & 3 

 

Individualization played the lowest amount of jump points, which becomes the trouble number at a 

plain fence; hence I rolled for him and he fell. No other horse was affected. Have I missed something? 
 
John Walker I thought you applied Middleman's median number to the next fence. I agree for fence 27 this 
was 3, but it should have been applied to fence 28 

Oh dear, checking the rules online, I see that you are correct. MIDDLEMAN (20 at first fence, then 

median of JPs used by other horses at previous fence). However, I have consistently misinterpreted 

this throughout the entire game, the median number of all the other active horses at each fence, except 

for fence 1 where I did play 20. It is too late to fix this now, as I would have to go back through all 14 

previous turns, so my apologies but I cannot correct it this time. I plan to offer another game so will 

try to run correctly next time – hopefully, this might make it easier to get rid of him earlier. This 

probably explains why I misunderstood Chris Hibbert’s question last turn. 
 
Chris Hibbert Aha! I thought there was something wrong. But it didn't occur to me to check for time travel. 
The description was clear that it was from the previous fence, so I didn't see the pattern. 
 
John Walker Thanks Jim. Not sure you will get rid of him early, as he tends to last quite a way into these 
games. If you don't like him, there is nothing to prevent you from putting out to stud. 
 
 
Game End Statement 
 
John Walker I know it's a bit early for a game end statement, but I think Mr Pargman's performance has 
been nothing short of miraculous. He has been picking virtually the best numbers since turn two, without the 
safety net of a second horse. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Hare and Tortoise 5 
 

Round Fourteen 
 

Player Start Square Finish Square Carrots Lettuces Next Turn 

Big Bunny 
Brad Martin 

19 (miss turn) 19  42 0 2 

 
John Walker 

17 13 58 0 3 

Big Bertie 
Kev Lee 

23 8 (eat lettuce) 
8 

32 0 4 

 
Arthur Owen 

13 12 12 1 1 and 5 

 

64 Hare 63 Carrot 62 Hare 61    3 60 Carrot 59 Hare 58 Lettuce 57 Tortoise 

49     1 50 Tortoise 51 Hare 52 Carrot 53     3 54 Tortoise 55      2 56      4 

48     2 47      4 46 Tortoise 45    3 44 Carrot 43 Lettuce 42      2 41 Tortoise 

33     1 34 Hare 35 Tortoise 36    2 37     3 38     4 39 Carrot 40 Hare 

32 Carrot 31 Hare 30     2 29    3 28 Tortoise 27 Carrot 26 Hare 25 Carrot 

17     1 18      2 19 Hare 20    4 21     3 22 Tortoise 23 Lettuce 24     2 

16 Carrot 15 Tortoise 14 Hare 13    3 12     2 11     4 10 Carrot 9 Tortoise 

1 Finish 2 Hare 3 Lettuce 4 Hare 5       2 6 Carrot 7 Hare 8 Lettuce 
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Big Bertie started the round at a sprint, charging forward to the penultimate lettuce square, shedding over 100 
carrots on the way. Arthur, on the other hand, positively crawled ahead one space, obscured by the dust from 
his dynamic opponent. Big Bunny had to kick his heels for a turn, while John waited impatiently for Arthur to 
move to take his spot. Big Bertie ended the round munching on his final lettuce. 
 
Big Bertie will win the game next round. Arthur still has to eat his final lettuce and neither Brad nor John have 
enough carrots to reach the finish before Kev. 
 

Congratulations to Big Bertie (Kev Lee) 
Game end statements are welcome 

 

* * * * * 

Puerto Rico 
 

Game Nine – Round Eleven 
 
Questions and Corrections 
 
Allan Stagg About the number of spaces filled on each player's island - for example I am shown as having 
12 plantations when you count the ticks and x's, but below this it says that I have 9 of 12.  I believe that I do 
have 12 plantations, but there is a similar disconnect with the count for each other player.  The only one of 
slight concern is Richard, who is shown as having 13 ticks and crosses - is his island bigger than mine?  

I didn’t update the counts of plantation and building spaces last round and miscounted Richard’s 

number of plantations. I have removed the indigo plantation that he took in round 9. I included the 

settlers in San Juan in your plantation but you have only filled 9 spaces 
 
Allan Stagg The game report shows eleven empty spaces on players' buildings.  Why are there only 6 
colonists on the colony ship? 

The number of settlers on the colony ship is correct – I checked back to round nine and the last time 

the Mayor was taken (after the builder) and there were 6 unfilled building spots. The other vacant 

building places came open after another builder phase. There are not enough colonists  
 
Allan Stagg The other thing to note is that I think the play order this turn should be Natalie, me, John and 
Richard.   

You are correct about the turn orders. 
 
Natalie did not send orders this time, so her moves were made by the GM before checking other players 
orders. 
 
Natalie takes the Builder and builds the Customs House for 8 doubloons. Allan builds an Office for 3 doubloons 
(manned from Hospice), John cannot build a University and passes (no default orders) and Richard builds a 
Large Indigo Plant for 1 doubloon, also manned from his Hospice.. 
Allan takes the Mayor (+ 1 doubloon) and mans his University and puts another settler into San Juan. John 
mans his coffee roaster and coffee plantation, Richard mans his Large Warehouse and Natalie mans her new 
Customs House. There are not enough colonists left to replenish the colony ship, so the game will end this 
round. 
John takes the Settler and takes a Corn plantation, Richard cannot take a plantation, Natalie take a corn 
plantation and Allan passes. 
Richard takes the Craftsman (+2 doubloons) and produces 2 corn, 1 indigo, 2 tobacco and 1 coffee. Natalie 
produces 1 corn, 3 indigo and 3 tobacco, Allan produces 3 corn, 1 indigo and 2 coffee and receives 2 
doubloons from his factory. John produces 2 corn, 1 indigo, 1 sugar and 1 coffee and receives 3 doubloons 
from his factory. Richard then takes an extra coffee as his privilege. The game is over. 
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Player Doubloons VP Goods Buildings Plantations 

Allan Stagg 4 6 3 coffee 
3 corn 
1 indigo 

Hospice (√) 
Small Indigo Plant (√) 
Coffee Roaster (√, √) 
Factory (√) 
RESIDENCE (√) 
University (√) 
Office (√) 
8 of 12 

Indigo (√) 
Corn (√, √, √ ) 
Coffee (√, √) 
Quarry (√, √) 
San Juan (√, √, √, √) 
Sugar (√) 
9 of 12 FULL 

John Walker 8 6 2 corn 
1 indigo 
1 sugar 
1 coffee 
 

Small Indigo Plant (√) 
Small Sugar Mill (√) 
Small Market (√) 
Factory (√) 
Small Warehouse (√) 
Tobacco Storage (√, x, x) 
Coffee Roaster (√, x) 
7 of 12 

Corn (√, √, x) 
Indigo (√, x) 
Sugar (√)  
Quarry (√, √) 
Tobacco (√, x) 
Coffee (√) 
 
10 of 12 

Richard Smith 3 2 2 corn 
1 indigo 
2 tobacco 
1 coffee 

Construction Hut (x) 
Hospice (√) 
Hacienda (√) 
Small Market (√) 
Tobacco Storage (√,√, x) 
Coffee Roaster (√, x) 
Large Warehouse (√) 
Large Indigo Plant (√, x, x) 
8 of 12 

Corn (√, √) 
Quarry (√, √, √) 
Tobacco (√, √, √, x) 
Coffee (√) 
Indigo (√) 
Sugar (x) 
12 of 12 

Natalie Amery 1 14 1 corn 
3 indigo 
3 tobacco 

Construction Hut (x) 
Small Indigo Plant (√) 
Tobacco Storage (√,√,√) 
Hacienda (√) 
Large Indigo Plant (√,√, x) 
CUSTOMS HOUSE (√) 
7 of 12 

Corn (√, x) 
Tobacco (√, √, √) 
Indigo (√, √, √) 
Quarry (√) 
Sugar (x, x, x) 
11 of 12 

 
The final scores are as follows 
 
Allan Stagg:  18 points in buildings, 6 in VP and a bonus of 4 from his residence for a total of 28 
John Walker:  13 points in buildings and 6 VP for a total of 19 
Richard Smith: 15 points in buildings and 2 VP for a total of 17 
Natalie Amery: 12 points in buildings, 14 VP and a bonus of 3 from her customs house for a total of 
29. 
 

Congratulations to Natalie Amery 
Game end statements are welcome 

 

* * * * * 

Rail Baron 6 
 

Round Seventeen Hold Over 
 
There were two significant errors in last turns report.  
 

1) Jon only reached Oakland with the help of his 73-bonus roll, so should start move 74 from Oakland and not 
Sacramento. 

2) Cian moved in the wrong direction. His moves should have been 
72. 1NW Butte – Seattle (CMSTP&P) 1K bank 

73. Seattle – Portland (NP)  10K to Brad, +25.5K 
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The latter also affects the final bank accounts. Brad now has 243.0K and Cian has 117K. I will hold the game 
over; please send orders for moves 74 and 75 next round. Brad, I will accept revised orders if needed. 
 
Jon starts turn 74 in Oakland, Cian starts in Portland, Brad starts 1S of Omaha and Arthur starts in Atlanta. 
 

Player Arrival Train Railroads Cash 

Jon 23 Superchief C&NW, NYNH&H, NYC, L&N, B&O, ACL, RF&P, UP, WP 231.5K 

Cian 19 Normal D&RGW, CRI&P, CMSTP&P, MP 117.0K 

Brad 17 Superchief PA, B&M, AT&SF, SAL, GM&O, T&P, SL&SF, CB&Q, NP, 
C&O, IC 

243.0K 

Arthur 15 Normal GN, SOU, SP 13.0K 

 
PLAYER  FIRST DESTINATION  PAYOUT SECOND DESTINATION      PAYOUT 
Jon  Jacksonville (South East) 27.0K 
Cian  Kansas City (Plains)  19.5K  Philadelphia (North East) 12.0K 
Brad  Salt Lake City (North West) 13.0K  Nashville (South Central) 19.0K 
Arthur  Los Angeles (South West) 29.5K  Chicag0 (North Central)  22.5K  
 

Turn Die Roll Bonus Priority 

74 5 + 3 5 Jon 

75 2 + 4 3 Cian 

 

* * * * * 
 

Railway Rivals 
 

RR Game LXXIV – RR2325DM – Denmark Map – Game End Statements 
 
Judy Ferguson (1st) Don't remember ever winning a postal game before - very chuffed. I shall keep the 
evidence for posterity. Thank you for running it. 
 
Richard Smith (4th) I liked the sprawling design of the map and all the ferries. Having two towns for the 
same number and being able to race from either to either seems quite a fun idea but can be annoying if the one 
that you have better connected is never used (due to relative run lengths). But is that better or worse than the 
GM drawing which one is raced to? And would that be random both times or might there be a rule to use both 
versions of the town once each in the game? If the latter then in effect we have a 72-town game. I do wonder if 
the "use either town" rule disfavours the towns in the north of the map somewhat, or rather it's more a case of 
adopting a build strategy to take advantage of it. Either or both could have contributed to Judy's impressive win. 
 
Roger Trethewey (6th) Congratulations to Judy for a well-played game. It was an interesting map with 
challenging rules. 
 
Jim Reader (GM) I do not think I noticed when I started the game that this map had two sets of numbers 
(essentially one for Zeeland and the other for Jyllund and Fyn. This contributed to the error in the first round of 
races. Zealand is much larger so race distances can be longer than those on the smaller island and Judy took 
advantage of this with her semi-monopoly of the 1X towns and strong position of the 2X towns on Jyllund. With 
the 3X towns easily accessible on Fyn and the 5X around Kobnhavn, Judy often had the advantage of the 
shortest track in many races. This also made the fight for the other positions more of a lottery. LEGO and NNA 
both built nice effective lines on Zeeland, and VR was helped by his control of the towns near Germany. 
   It was a challenge to GM this game, but despite the hiccups, I think it went well. Thanks 
to everyone for playing and congratulations once more to Judy for her first win in Polar Pig. 
 
 

RR Game LXXIV – RR2348AG – Argentina Map – Round Eleven 
 
I did not receive any orders from Natalie this round, so EVITA’s moves were made by the GM before looking at 
other players orders. 
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 AB 
Brendan 

Blue 

CASTRO 
Bob 
Red 

TOP GEAR 
John 
Black 

EVITA 
Natalie 
Green 

29) Buenos Aires (13) – 
Parana (42) 

 15 
- 1 + 2 

 
+ 1 

15 
- 2 

30) Mar del Plata (24) – Cruz 
del Eje / Dean Funes (55) 

10 
- 2 

 20 
+ 2 

 

31) Mendoza (34) – Chile 
(Sp1) 

  20  

32) Buenos Aires (12) – 
Cordoba (51) 

 15 
- 1 

0 
+ 1 + 1 

15 
- 1 

33) Santa Rosa (25) – S.S. 
de Jujuy (65) 

10 
- 3 + 5 

 20 
+ 3 - 5 

0 

34) Posadas / Formosa (46) – 
Bolivia (Sp2) 

10   20 

35) San Francisco / Villa 
Maria (36) – S.M. de 
Tucuman (62) 

10 20   

 

Last Turn 247 276 212.5 204.5 

Points from Races 40 50 63 47 

Builds - 2 - 2 0 0 

Points Total 285 324 275.5 251.5 

 
AB (X21) - Y21 – Corrientes. 
CASTRO (K6) – J6 – San Rafael 
 
The sixth and final set of races is 
36) Rosario (15) – Bolivar / Olivarria (23): 37) San Rafael (33) – Resistencia / Corrientes (45) 
38) Bahia Blanca (21) – San Juan (35):  40) La Rioja (54) – Pres. R. S. Pena / Las Comitas (63) 
40) Rosario (16) – Uruguay (Sp5): 41) Salta (64) – Seaport (Sp6)  42) Santa Fe (41) – Catamarca (56) 
Enter up to 4 races and good luck everyone. 
 
 

RR Game LXXV – RR2347SDW – South Downs Map – Round Nine 
 

Corrections 
 
1. B did not enter race 7, but FEAR did. The payments were correct, so B gets – 12 and FEAR gets + 12. My 
thanks to Roger for reporting this. 
2. BOG’s build last round should have been (F72) - F71 - F70 – Ringmer, not starting from F45 as reported 
3. B should have received payment for the connection to Chantonbury ring last round (+ 3) 
 
HMM  (S10) - R10 - Q11 – Buriton: (G74) - - - Firis Beacon: (M43) - M42 / Crawley:  
  (V42) - V41 / Crawley. 
B  (N12) - N13 / Butser Hill:  (I11) - H11 / Beacon Hill:  (K43) – L42 - M42 (S6) 
BOG:  (R11) – R10 - - - R9: (Midhurst) – Z11 - A37 – A36 - A35 
FEAR  (Winchester South) – Winchester North; (Twyford) - - - B11 - A12 / Southampton: 
 (A36) – Z9 – Fenhurst 
 

The fourth set of races is 
15. Winchester South (12) – West Meon (23):  16. East Meon (24) – Buriton (34) 
20. Winchester North (11) – Southampton (Sp1):  22. Winchester South (12) – Fernhurst (41) 
23. Wickham (22) – Fulking (55):   24. Chawton (31) – Eastbourne South (66) 
25. Cheriton (14) – Steyning (54):   26. East Meon (24) – East Dean (64) 
27. Milland (36) – Brighton (Sp5)   28. Northchapel (42) – Crawley (Sp6) 
Enter up to 4 of the new races, plus any from races 15, 16 and 20, and build up to 6 points. Note that all race 
entries must pass through a scenic spot or park.  
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 HMM 
Richard 
Green 

B 
Roger 
Black 

BOG 
Brad 
Blue 

FEAR 
Kev 
Red 

1. Twyford (15) – Chawton 
(31) 

20 
- 3 - 3 

 
+ 3 

  
+ 3 

4. Singleton (45) – Ringmer 
(62) 

20 
- 3 + 1 - 4 

 
+ 3 

10 
+ 3 – 1 - 3 

 
+ 4 

14. Cocking (44) – Bognor / 
Chichester (Sp4) 

  
+ 2 

 20 
- 2 

15. Winchester South (12) – 
West Meon (23) 

Race not possible 
 [note this game is treating 11 and 12 (and 65 and 66) as separate 

locations unlike RR2346SDW]  

16. East Meon (24) – Buriton 
(34) 

No entrants 

17. South Harting (35) – 
Midhurst (43) 

10 
- 4 

0 20 
+ 4 

 

18. Havant (46) – Ditchling 
(56) 

10 
+ 1 - 7 

 
+ 2 

0 
- 1 – 2 – 3 + 3 

20 
+ 7 + 3 - 3 

19. Steyning (54) – 
Rottingdean (61) 

10 
+ 6 

 20 
- 6 

 

20. Winchester North (11) – 
Southampton (Sp1) 

Race not 
possible 

21. Eastbourne South (66) – 
Crawley (Sp6) 

20 
- 2 

 10 
+ 2 

 

 

Last Turn 185.5 136 96.5 99 

Points from Races 72 10 56 52 

Builds - 8 
+ 3 + 1 + 1 

- 8 
+ 3 – 1 – 1+1 - 1 

- 8 
- 1 – 1 + 1 - 1 

- 7 
+ 1 + 1 

Corrections  - 12 + 3  + 12 

Points Total 254.5 130 142.5 158 

 
 

RR Game LXXVI – RR2378PE – Pern Map – Round Five 
 
DRAGON  5a) 3. (Big Bay Hold) - - - A80, 
Bob Gingell   5b) 6. (A80) - - - B79 - B78: (K30) – SOUTHERN TELGAR: (Plains Hold) - K35, 
Purple  5c) 2. (K35) - L35 - M36. 
 BANK: 54 + 3 + 6 (PERN) = 63 
 
BIEN 5a) 3. (Big Bay Hold) - - - A80, 
Christian Bien  5b) 6. (A80) - - - B79 - B78: (I28) – H27 - G27, 
Orange 5c) 2. (G27) - F26 – E27. 
 BANK: 46 – 1 (DRAGON) – 1 (BEAR) = 44 
 
BEAR   5a) 3. (K41) – J41 – J42 - Benden Hold 
Kev Lee  5b) 6. (Fork Hold) - - - L39 – M39 – N38 - Last Hold, 
Black 5c) 2. (Last Hold) – O37 – P36 
 BANK: 38 
 
PERN  5a) 3. (I5) - - - BALEN, 
Arthur Owen  5b) 6. (Crom) – D18 – D19 – D20 – D21 – D22 – Telgar Hold, 
Green 5c) 2. (Telgar Hold) – D24 – Miners Hall. 
 BANK: 26 + 3 – 6 (DRAGON) = 23 
 
The sixth-round die rolls are 6a) 5, 6b) 6 and 6c) 5. Please note that all weyrs, except Ista Weyr (41) are 
mountain towns. We will use Bus Boss scoring for this game. Bob has reminded me that Weyr to Mountain 
costs are 5, as most of the Weyrs are mountain times. I will make sure to include a 5 or 6 in future building 
round die rolls. 
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RR Game LXXVII – RR2379PE – Pern Map – Round Five 
 
APT  5a) 6. (B60) - - - C61 – D61 – E62 – SOUTHERN BOLL, 
Andy York   5b) 3. (Plateau) - - - J14, 
Black  5c) 4. (J14) – RUATHA – L14 – M15. 
 BANK: 50 + 6 + 3 = 59 
 
DRAGON 5a) 6. (H31) - G31 - F31 - E31 - D30 - Far Cry - C29, 
Judy Ferguson  5b) 3. (C29) - - - C28, 
Gold 5c) 4. O36 - - - O37 – LAST HOLD. 
 BANK: 45 + 3 = 48 
 
F’ARTED   5a) 6. (K22) – K21 – K20 – K19 – Green Fields – K17 
Bob Pitman  5b) 3. (K17) - - - K16 
Red 5c) 4. (K16) – K15 – RUATHA – L14 - M15. 
 BANK: 54 + 3 = 57 
 
THREAD  5a) 6. (M36) - - - N36 - N37 - N38 - N39, 
Richard Smith  5b) 3. (N39) - N40 - N41: (H31) - H32, 
Blue 5c) 4. (N41) - - - KEROON RIVER – M43. 
 BANK: 39 + 3 = 42 
 
The sixth-round die rolls are 6a) 4, 6b) 5 and 6c) 6. Please note that all weyrs, except Ista Weyr (41) are 
mountain towns. We will use Bus Boss scoring for this game. 
 
 

RR Game LXXVII – RR2380PE – Pern Map – Round Five 
 
WR  5a) 6. (Campbells Field) – H25 – H26 – H27 – H28: (C63) – GAR – E63, 
Natalie Amery (N.M.R.) 5b) 5. (H28) - - - H29: (E63) – SOUTHERN BOLL: (H25) – G26, 
Blue  5c) 3. (H29) - - - H30. 
 BANK: 45 + 3 + 6 – 1 (RIDE) – 1 (FOOR) = 52 
 
GREEN 5a) 6. (G18) - - - G17 – G16 – G15 – G14, 
Roger Trethewey  5b) 5. (G14) - - - G13: (G15) - Nabol;  (F18) - Crom 
Green 5c) 3. (G13) - - - G12. 
 BANK: 37 
 
RIDE     5a) 6. .(K34) - - - L33 - - - Igen Weyr, 
Brad Martin   5b) 5. (G41) – H41 - - - I42 - J42, 
Brown   5c) 3. (J42) - Benden Hold - J44: (E24) - E23 . 
 BANK: 55 + 1 (WR) – 2 + 1 (FOOR) = 55 
 
FOOR  5a) 6. (P36) – Q37 – KEROON: (K32) - - - Igen Weyr: (Igen Hold) – Star Craft Hall, 
Martin Walker  5b) 5. (P36) - O37 – LAST HOLD: (M9) – Sattle - O8: (Nabol) - G14, 
Red 5c) 3. (G14) - H14 – PLATEAU: (M33) - N32. 
 BANK: 36 + 6 + 3 + 3 + 1 (FOOR) + 2 – 1 (RIDE) = 50 
 
The sixth-round die rolls are 6a) 6, 6b) 6 and 6c) 3. Please note that all weyrs, except Ista Weyr (41) are 
mountain towns. We will use Bus Boss scoring for this game. 
 
 

RR Game LXXVIII – RR2403OT – Otago and Southland Map – Round Three 
 
The fourth-round die rolls are 4a) 4, 4b) 5 and 4c) 5. 
 
OTB2D3DM  3a) 6. (Alexandra) - - - L18 - M17: (Alexandra) - J18 – CLYDE, 
Brendan Whyte   3b) 4. (M17) - - - N18 - Roxburgh, 
Blue   3c) 6. (Oamaru) - G34 - F35 - - - E35 - D36. 
 BANK: 66 + 6 = 72 
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GREEN   3a) 6. (Milton) - Y23 – Z23 - A62 - - - Balclutha 
Roger Trethewey  3b) 4. (A62) – KAITANGATA: (O29) - N30 - M29 - M28 
Green 3c) 6. (S26) - - - R26 - Q26 – P26 - MIDDLEMARCH. 
 BANK: 35 + 3 + 6 = 44 
 
MOA  3a) 6. (R9) - - - R8 - MOSSBURN - R6 - Q5, 
Bob Gingell  3b) 4. (F49) - F48; (G14) - - - G15, 
Brown 3c) 6. (G15) – CROMWELL: (F48) – BLUFF: (C47) - - - C46 – RIVERTON. 
 BANK: 37 + 6 + 6 + 6 + 6 = 61 
 
MAR  3a) 6. (Y18) – CLINTON – Z20 - Z21 – BALCLUTHA: (T20) – S19 - R19, 
Michael Pargman  3b) 4. (R19) – Q18 – P18 - ROXBURGH - N18, 
Red 3c) 6. (Lawrence) - - - U22 - - - T23. 
 BANK: 33 + 6 + 3 + 6 + 1 (PINOT) = 49 
 
PINOT  3a) 6. (X19) - Y19 - Z20 - A60 – BALCLUTHA - B62 - C62, 
Steve Guest  3b) 4. (C62) - D62 – OWAKA: (Y19) – Clinton: (W16) - TAPANUI, 
Orange 3c) 6. (Y19) - - - Y20 - Y21 - X22 - W22. 
 BANK: 32 + 3 + 3 + 6 – 1 (MAR) = 43 
 
NNA    3a) 6. (E33) - - - D34: (Naseby) - G25 - G24 - F24, 
Jon Carter  3b) 4. (F24) - E23 - E22 - E21 - F21, 
Black 3c) 6. (F21) - G20 – OPHIR: (F21) - F20 - - - F19. 
 BANK: 12 + 3 = 15 
 
 

RR Game LXXIX – RR2405BO - Bolivia Map – Round Two 
 
Green    2a) 5. (Yapacani) – S22 - - - S21 - S20, 
Roger Trethewey  2b) 4. (S20) – S19 – S18 - S17: (Santa Cruz) - W28, 
Green 2c) 6. (W28) – W29 - - -  W30 – W31 - W32. 
 BANK: 32 
 
USELESS   2a) 5. (N19) – N20 - N21 - - - O22, 
Dane Maslen  2b) 4. (O22) – P22 – Q23 – R23 - S24, 
Red 2c) 6. (S24) – T24 – U25 - V25: (N21) – M22 - L22 - L23. 
 BANK: 32 – 1 (P) = 31 
 
Phrygia   2a) 5. (K22) - - - L23 - M24 - M25, 
Chris Hibbert  2b) 4. (M25) – COCHABAMBA: (M25) - N25 - O26 - O27, 
Purple 2c) 6. (O27) - P27 – AIQUILE: (I20) - I19 - J18 - San Borja - L17. 
 BANK: 26 + 6 + 6 = 38 
 
LLAMA    2a) 5. (Sucre) - - - O31 - N31 - M31, 
Richard Smith  2b) 4. (M31) - L30 - L29 - L28 - K28, 
Blue 2c) 6. (K28) - ORURO - J26 - I26 - H25 - G25 - F24. 
 BANK: 26 + 6 = 32 
 
The third-round die rolls are 3a) 4, 3b) 4 and 3c) 5. 
 

* * * * * 

Robo Rally 5 
 

Round Three 
 
There were some minor errors in last turns report, although fortunately only one robot is slightly affected. 
Tagging a flag is the last action of a movement phase, so only Robbie tagged flag one in Phase 2A. Baymax 
tagged flag 1 in phase 2B. I also missed that Baymax shot Robbie in Phase 2D, leaving Robbie with 6 damage 
at the end of the round, not 5, and two locked registers.  
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Michael Pargman also spotted an error below, which is also correct, but received too late for a correction. In 
future rounds, I will send this report out in advance to Bob Gingell for checking to hopefully catch any mistakes 
before publication; this seems to have worked well in previous games. I have also reformatted the tables, per 
Bob’s suggestion, to try to make errors easier to find. 
 
The pushing and shoving and all-round violence really took off this turn. HBZS#1 and Big Data battered each 
other around the first flag, with the former somehow stopping the latter from tagging the flag. Both robots found 
themselves on the fast conveyor to oblivion, while BluBOTtle sneaked in to tag the first flag. Dalekbot became 
the first robot to reach flag 2, despite being shot multiple times in the back. Robbie powered down and should 
be grateful to come back in much better shape than many of his opponents. 
 
Phase A 

Robot Card  Start End Final Actions 

Big Data 750 2F B19S 
 

D19S 
 

C19S 
 

Pushed by HBZS#1 back to C19S. Shoots and shot 
by HBZS#1 

Baymax 710 2F C20N A20N A20N Shot by BluBOTtle 

HBZS#1 600 1F E19N 
 

D19N 
 

D19N 
 

Pushes Big Data to C19S. Shoots and shot by Big 
Data.  

BluBOTtle 520 1F A16E A17E A17E Shoots Baymax 

Dalekbot 210 LT L19E L19N L19N  

Cannon Fodder 190 LT L8E L8N L8N  

Mario Androidi 150 LT L9E L9N L9N  

Robbie - C22N C22N C22N Power Down 

 
Phase B 

Robot Card  Start End Final Actions 

HBZS#1 660 2F D19N 
 

B19N 
 

C19N 
 

Pushes Big Data to A19S. Pushed by Big Data back 
to C19N. Shoots and shot by HBZS#1 

Big Data 650 1F A19S 
 

B19S 
 

B19S 
 

Pushed by HBZS#1 to A9S, then pushes HBZS#1 
back to C19N. Shoots and shot by Big Data. 

Mario Androidi 610 1F L9N K9N K9N  

Cannon Fodder 590 1F L8N K8N K8N  

Dalekbot 580 1F L19N K19N K19N  

BluBOTtle 520 1F A17E A18E A18E Shoots and shot by Baymax. 

Baymax 130 LT A20N A20W A20W Shoots and shot by BluBOTtle 

Robbie - C22N C22N C22N Power Down 

 
Phase C 

Robot Card  Start End Final Actions 

BluBOTtle 640 1F A18E A19E A19E Shoots and shot by Baymax. 

Big Data 510 1F B19S C19S C19S Pushes HZBS#1 to D19N. Shoots HZBS#1 

Baymax 440 BU A20W A21W A21W Shoots and shot by BluBOTtle 

Cannon Fodder 400 RT K8N K8E K8E Shoots Mario Androidi 

Dalekbot 180 RT K19N K19E K19E  

HBZS#1 170 LT D19N D19W D19W Pushed by Big Data to D19N. Shot by Big Data 

Mario Androidi 020 UT K9N K9S K9S Shot by Cannon Fodder 

Robbie - C22N C22N C22N Power Down 

 
Phase D 

Robot Card  Start End Final Actions 

Dalekbot 840 3F K19E K22E K22E Shot by Cannon Fodder 

Big Data 830 3F C19S F19S F21S Pushes HZBS#1 to G19W. Conveyed to F21S 

Mario Androidi 810 3F K9S L9S L9S Blocked by wall 

Cannon Fodder 790 3F K8E K11E K11E Shoots Dalekbot 

Baymax 480 BU A21W A22W A22W Shoots BluBOTtle 

HBZS#1 430 BU G19W G20W G22W Pushed by Big Data to G19W. Conveyed to G22W 

BluBOTtle 300 RT A19E A19S A19S Shot by Baymax 

Robbie - C22N C22N C22N Power Down 
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Phase E 

Robot Card  Start End Final Actions 

BluBOTtle 800 3F A19S D19S D19S And yell “surprise”. Tag flag 1 

Dalekbot 490 BU K22E K21E K21E Tag flag 2 

Cannon Fodder 410 LT K11E K11N K11N  

Mario Androidi 360 RT L9S L9W L9W  

Baymax 340 RT A22W A22N A22N  

Big Data 070 LT F21S F21E F23E Conveyed to F23E 

HBZS#1 060 UT G22W G22E G24E Conveyed to G24E 

Robbie - C22N C22N C22N Power Down 

 
Status Report 
 

Player Robot Location Damage Lives Lost Archive Flags Registered 

Andy York Dalekbot K21E 4 0 K21 2 

Steve Ham Cannon Fodder K11N 0 0 I2 - 

Bob Pitman HBZS#1 G24E 4 0 D19 1 

Chris Hibbert Mario Androidi L9W 5 0 K2 - 

Bob Gingell Baymax A22N 4 0 A20 1 

Michael Pargman Robbie C22N 0 0 D19 1 

Brendan Whyte BluBOTtle D19S 3 0 D19 1 

Richard Smith Big Data F23E 4 0 B2 - 

 
 

 
 
We are using the Sparta map, (http://spacebug.50webs.com/robo/sparta.jpg). For board reference, I shall 
use the letters A – L along the y-axis (North – South) and the numbers 1 – 28 along the x-axis (West – East).  
Cards should go out with this issue, so please send your round one orders next time. A reminder, the 
movement order is as follows 
 Robots move according to the card for the phase. Higher priority cards go first. 
 Express conveyor belts move one square 
 Express conveyor belts move their second movement.  
 Normal Conveyor belts perform their one movement. 
 Pushers push one square if active this phase. 
 Gears turn 90 degrees. 
 Crushers crush if active this phase. 
 Board-mounted AND robot-mounted laser beams damage robots. 
 Checkpoints touched.  
 After the fifth phase, all robots on checkpoints or repair sites are repaired. 
 

http://spacebug.50webs.com/robo/sparta.jpg
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Questions 
 
Michael Pargman I think there was a minor mistake in the last round. In phase D HBZS#1 moved 3F, 
which should have been from F19N to C19N, pushing Baymax to B19E and then Baymax would move to B20E 
while HBZS#1 back up to D19N and tags flag 1. And finally, Baymax would turn to B20N. 

You are correct, but unfortunately this came in too late for a correction to be sent out. I chose not to 

hold the game over as you powered down. Bob checked and the effect on the game at this stage would 

fortunately be quite small. 
 

Press 
 
HBZS#1 Can’t risk the conveyor with the moves available, could be a Xaxisian at the end, so 
better to face off with Big Data! 
 

* * * * * 
 

Snowball Fighting 5 
 

Round Seven 
 
 

Character 
(player) 

Position Ammunition Hit 
Points 

Victory 
Points 

Walking In The Air 
(Arthur Owen) 
 

A. N8. N8 – K11 
B. K11. Collect 2 simple snowballs 
C. K11. RR at nearest (Icy Yew) 

- 1 6 

Icy Yew 
(Bob Gingell) 
Start:  

A. N12. Collect 2 simple snowballs 
B. N12. RR at Walter (blocked by conifer) 
C. N12. RR at nearest (Walking) 

 6 7 

Walter Whiteout 
(Bob Pitman) 

A. H10. Conifer Storm M11 
B. H10. Move (H10) – I9 - J8. Collect 1 simple 
C. J8. Conifer Storm M11 

1 simple 
snowball 

3 7 

Simon the Snowflake 
(Richard Smith) 

A. Kitchen 
B. Kitchen 
C. Kitchen 

- 
 

0 6 

Texas Tornado 
(Andy York) 

A. Q3. Move Q3-P4-O5-P6 
B. P6. RR at nearest (Walter) 
C. P6. RR at nearest 

2 simple 
snowballs 

7 8 

 
Phase A: Simon started to change and enjoy a mug of hot cocoa, while outside the battle continued. 
Walking in the Air decided to join Icy Yew under the conifer, as the latter gathered more snowballs. Walter 
took advantage and tried a conifer storm and succeeded in bringing down the trees snow atop both opponents. 
The Texas Tornado watched in amusement as he stepped out from behind the shed. 
 
Phase B: Simon dropped his wet clothes into the washer and dressed in a warmer jacket. Walter 
cunningly then moved back to path, hiding himself from Icy Yew’s revenge, and gathering a snowball on the 
way. The Tornado had no such problem and easily landed another hot on Walter. Walking gathered up more 
snowballs. 
 
Phase C: Simon tied up his bootlaces and finished his cocoa, ready to re-join the affray. Icy Yew and 
Walking in the Air exchanged snowballs under the stormed conifer, but despite the proximity, Icy Yew 
somehow missed and Walking only just managed a grazing blow. Walter tried another conifer storm but there 
was no snow left to knock down, while he was targeted successfully again by the Texan. 
 
Rules and map can be downloaded at https://variablepig.org/rules/snowball.html. Simon will return in phase A 
of round eight. 
 

https://variablepig.org/rules/snowball.html
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Sopwith T-365VP 
 

Round Nineteen 
 
The Ode-ace-ious One saw clear skies and his home field in the distance and started to make a beeline in that 
direction. The Gossamer Heron sensed trouble and started to turn about, anticipating the potential threat from 
Cameltoe who claimed to be “cleaning out his barrels:. 
 

 
 

Pilot Starts Moves Ends A:D:P 

2 Gossamer Heron 
Chris Hibbert 
Start: A1 

16) P13SE 
17) N13NW 
18) K10NE 
19) N7NE 

16) LT – LT, fA, fL – LT 
17) A – A – A 
18) A – A – A 

19) LT – LT - LT 

16) N13NW 
17) K10NE 
18) H7NE 
19) J7SE 

2:8:4 

3 Cameltoe (ACE) 
John Walker 
Start: A10 

16) A10 
17) A10 

18) D10SW 
19) D7SW 

16) Re-arm and repair 
17) Take off A – A – A 

18) RS - RS – RS 
19) RS – RS – RS, fA 

16) A10 
17) D10SW 
18) D7SW 
19) D4SW 

15:12:7 

5 The Ode-ace-ious One 
John Marsden 
Start: S19 

16) L13W 
17) K10W 
18) I10E 

19) L12SW 

16) RS – A - A  
17) RT – RT – RT 
18) RT – RT – LT 

19) A – A - A 

16) K10W 
17) I10E 

18) L12SW 
19) O15SE 

3:4:12 

1 Avey Ate Her 
Brendan Whyte 
Start: J1 

   Shot down 
turn 15, 6 

points 

 

2 

3 

5 
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4 The Mystery Pilot (ACE) 
Brad Martin 
Start: J19 

   Shot down 
turn 10 

11 points 

6 Red Baron 
Arthur Owen 
Start: S10 

   Shot down 
turn 4 

 
Rules for this game are available on-line at http://www.fwtwr.com/sopstats/rules.htm. 
 

 

Spacefiller Quiz 

#1 is The Simpsons. This isn’t a new or original one, I just like it (Richard). 
 

  

http://www.fwtwr.com/sopstats/rules.htm
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ISSUE 35           HERE BE DRAGONS 

 

I have been kindly offered a home to finish off my games that were being run in The Tangerine 

Terror, which has hopefully only been put into abeyance until Howard retires. I'll explain a little about 

the games, just in case anyone is interested. 

Postal Golf is simply a PBM version of the game, that is being played on the St Andrews course. The 

premise was to design each hole to fit in with its unique geography. 

6-2-1 is a little more interesting, it started in 2008 with six players. The idea was to run 5 different 

games with one player being eliminated each game. We are now down to the last game. Howard 

Bishop and Allan Stagg, are in the midst of playing a game of tactical sumo. Rules and latest 

adjudication are below. 

In thanks to Richard, I'm also offering an all reader version, of his House of games spin off. 

I've only designed two games at the moment. I'll see what the take up is, to see if it is worth running a 

full game. 

 

House of Games 
 

Opposite to the TV version I'm going to start with: 

Answer Smash 

1a Fish that has a colourful dorsal fin 

1b Landscape artist who painted the Hay Wain 

2a Ian Botham, what a guy 

2b Ana Matronic was a member of this group 

3a Barbie loves Ken 

3b Yahoo's are obsessed with pretty stones 

4a Suzi Quattro had a hit with Can the Can 

4b Ada Lovelace can be considered to be one of the first computer programmers 

 

Broken Karaoke 

Name the four songs from the initials 

G M M 

C I H Y S 

S T 

A U F F 

 

I H H A 

I T I I M B H I I W O W T 

A T H I A L P T B 

H T T F I R T B I A S 

 

T I A H I N O 

T C T R S 

A I B T R O M A P B 

A G I K I O 

 

I G P U T P 

A B A L H 

I T G W W C K I D 

M T W H T M 

 

You need to provide four answers for each game. Research is allowed. 
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Postal Golf 1.2 – I received one vote to carry on, however what I’ve decided is to just play the par 3 

holes. This will make it easier when ordering, as there will only be one rules section to consider. 

Talking of which, here are the putt rules, so you can see/check the hole 4 result. 

Putt = aiming for the hole. 

Each green normally averages 2 putts per player. Players choose a number between 1 and 4. The result 

of the strokes taken, to hole the ball is calculated by the following: 

Any player that uniquely selects a number higher than everyone else has 2 deducted from their choice. 

Unless they select a unique 2, then 1 is deducted.  The players choices equal their strokes taken. Any 

player with the highest unique choice has their putt number set. If there is any remainder from eight, 1 

is added to the players with the longest putts until the remainder is cleared. Likewise if the players 

stroke choices, totals greater than 8, 1 will be deducted from the players with the shortest putts until 

the excess is cleared. 

e.g. From shortest to longest Tiger 1 Rory 2 Allan 3 Justin 2. Allan has the highest unique choice so 

his putt total is adjusted to 1. The grand total after the 2 deduction is 6. 2 putts in total are added to the 

players starting from the players furthest from the pin, so the furthest two players Allan apart would 

have 1 putt added, so Justin and Rory would have a further putt added as they are furthest from the 

pin. Essentially the closer to the pin you are, the better. 
 

Hole 4, Ginger Beer 480 yards Par 4 

Commentary: - Allan (1+2) already one shot down, goes hard at the hole, which is badly misjudged 

and the ball flies past. Perhaps out of frustration he takes the next shot too quickly and misses again. 

Fortunately he regains his composure and finally sinks his shot. Ian (1+1) and Howard (1+1) also go 

for broke, but being slightly closer manage to sink their second attempts.  Arthur (2-1) watches the 

carnage and decides to play up to the hole, luckily for him it drops in. Although not the shot intended, 

he’ll take it. 
 

Leader-board after 6 holes: 

Allan 24, Ian 24, Howard 26, Arthur 28 

 

Here are the par 3 holes: 

Hole 8. Short – 175yds – Par 3 

Description The first of only two Par 3 holes and, as its name suggests, the shortest hole on The Old 

Course. Its large green is partly obscured by a ridge. The varying winds can make this hole a lot harder 

than you would expect 

Approach (-20 to +20) Along with their approach selection, players order a head or tail wind of up to 

10 yards (e.g. Tail 5). These wind predictions are totalled. Each player’s approach will be adjusted 

using this total. 

Hole 11. High(in) – 179yds – Par 3 

Description The second shortest, and second Par 3 hole on the course. Beware the Strath Bunker in 

front of the green, as landing in there could be costly.  

Approach (-20 to +20) The closest approach selection(s) land in the Strath Bunker. The escape lands 

15 yards away from the hole. 

Approach orders are now needed for holes 8 and 11. Here is rules section. 

Approach = aiming for the green/pin. This is the first shot for par 3 holes. 

Players state how close they want to be to the pin to the nearest foot, this will normally be in a range, 

short of or past the pin (e.g -10 to +10 yards) 

The GM will list various results dependent of the player’s choices. There will normally be two 

adjustments associated with the approach, relating to the length of shot and distance from the pin i.e. 

The longest approach shot and closest selection to the pin both bunker. 
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6-2-1 – Howard can’t lose can he, and goes all out for the win (6)?, Allan spots this instantly and with 

a moment of brilliance executes a perfectly timed (Kata-Sukashi), of his own. The crowd go wild, 

what a match. Can Howard last the next move, until he will have enough time for a tactical rethink? 

 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 1 2 3 4 5 AS 7 HB 

 

Rules – Tactical Sumo 
  

This game is based on Tony Reeves’ Sumo, with the tactical options added by myself. All Japanese 

speakers please excuse my translation interpretations. 

The game is for two players and normally lasts for 6 turns. 

The ring is represented by a linear track seventeen spaces long. 

A counter is placed on the central space of the track at the start of the bout and is moved left or right 

depending on the outcome of each round. 

If the counter is pushed beyond the end of the track then the bout is over as one contestant has pushed 

their opponent out of the ring. 

Each player begins the game with 6 cards values 1 to 6 inclusive. 

Players simultaneously reveal their choice of card. 

If the cards are equal no movement occurs. 

The player selecting the larger value card pushes the token a number of spaces equal to the 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN the 2 card values MULTIPLIED BY THE LOWER of the 2 values. 

E.g. Higher card = 6   Lower card = 4   Movement (6-4)*4=8 

The greatest movement possible when playing number cards is 9 spaces, so it is possible to win on the 

first turn. A player would need to play a 6 and his opponent a 3 in order to achieve this. 

Players may opt to swap up to 2 of their number cards for the following tactical cards. 
  

1 Yori (body push) – The player advances 1 space 

2 Gino-Sho (Fighting technique) – No movement occurs 

3 Nodo Wa (Thrust to throat/a risky strategy) – The opposite side of the dice to your opponent’s 

number is played. i.e. 1/6, 2/5 & 3/4 (This card will have no effect against Yori, Gino-Sho or Kata-

Sukashi) 

4 Kata-Sukashi (Dodging) – Track positions are reversed 

5 Kanto (Fighting spirit) – The last card you played is repeated. 

6 Sumo master – this card acts as a joker and can be played as any of the 5 tactic cards. 
  

Players opting for tactics swap the numbers representing the tactic. E.g. Number 1 must be swapped 

for Yori. 

If 2 tactical cards are played on the same turn the lower value is processed first. Sumo master assumes 

the value of the card it represents. 

A player wins the bout by pushing the counter off the end of the track (Oshi dashi) 

NMR 

In addition to selecting their own card in each round of Sumo players may also indicate a preferred 

card from their opponents’ hand to be played in the event of a NMR. Be careful when selecting a card 

as a tactical card may be played. Conditional orders are allowed.  

We are playing the Oshi Dashi variant where the winner is determined by the first player to push his 

opponent out of the ring. The numbers will be refreshed after 5 turns, then 11, 17 etc. When numbers 

are refreshed 2 tactical cards may also be selected. 

  

Waiting List – All games are free 

House of Games - All reader game 
  

Orders may be sent by e-mail to hbdragons”at”btinternet.com or by post to 

 [address provided in print version only] 
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on-the-shelf 
vol. XVI, no. 49 11 May 2020                   

Brought to you by Tom Howell: off-the-shelf at olympus.net.  Welcome to on-the-shelf, volume XVI, number 49. 

Game Start:  Love Letter: Jim Reader, John Walker, Richard Smith, and Bob Gingell.  Starting cards 

have been sent to the four of you. 

Sign up list:  Breaking Away: Jim Reader, Richard Smith, Arthur Owen?  Need three (or four) more.  

Hopefully only three more, as I’m looking forward to receiving mail from Arthur bearing stamps from 

Wales.  I don’t do much with the overseas stamps besides appreciate the better looking ones while I’m 

processing the letters within.  Afterwards I give them to Barb who passes them along to a friend who 

collects stamps.  While you’re letting that percolate in your sub-conscious, try to figure out: 

Where in the World is Kendo Nagasaki? 

This time out, I did some random choices for your Mystery Person and Mystery Location.  There are 

Wikipedia pages for both.  Other than that, I’ll say no more than good hunting to you all! 

New players welcome anytime.  Game goes 10 rounds, unless won earlier. 

Round 1: 

Bob Gingell Mary Seacole (1805-1881) Sevastopol (44.583332, 33.516666) 

Steve Guest Richard Osman (1970- ) Baikonur, Kazakhstan (37.616667, 63.316666) 

Chris Hibbert Robert Maynard Pirsig (1928-2017)  Balti, Moldova (47.7667, 27.9167) 

Dane Maslen Michael Balls (1938- ) Pelotas, Brazil (-31.771944, -52.3425) 

Bob Pitman  Sir Edmund Hillary (1919-2008) Aswan, Egypt (24.088889, 32.899723) 

Jim Reader Paul Zoungrana (1917-2000) Mount Lidgbird, (-31.55, 159.083328) 

        Lord Howe Island, Australia 

Richard Smith Kevin Bacon (1958- ) Two Egg, Florida, USA (30.852778, -85.076385) 

Martin Walker Taylor Swift (1989- ) Madras, India (13.083333, 80.266667) 

Brendan Whyte Anne Bancroft (1931-2005) Beverley Hills*, USA (34.081, -118.397919) 

  *  specifically: 607 North Palm Drive 

Public response to player with closest guess:  As have you, I have performed more than one 

occupation within our respective fields. 

Rounds 11 & 12   Snakes and Ladders       Just for Richard 

Bob slips back, but manages to recover his lead.  Brendan and Roger get together to compare notes, as 

do Martin and Steve.  Chris climbs up past the ‘middle’ of the board, leaving Judy in the sweeper’s 

position.  Y’all have a new set of cards for round 13.  For round 13, please let me know which one 

of your new rolls you wish to use, and the trapdoor you want set. 

+---------+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+-----+-----+-----+ 
|         | R1 | R2 | R3 | R4 | R5 | R6 | R7 | R8 | R9 | R10 | R11 | R12 | 
+---------+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+-----+-----+-----+ 
| Bob     | 36 |  3 | 29 | 33 | 39 | 59 | 64 | 67 | 81 |  88 |  78 |  84 | 
| Richard |  3 |  7 | 29 | 34 | 40 | 59 | 63 | 64 | 67 |  73 |  75 |  80 | 
| John    | 36 | 39 | 45 | 50 | 51 | 48 | 51 | 55 | 56 |  62 |  64 |  69 | 
| Brendan |  1 |  6 | 29 | 32 | 36 | 59 | 43 | 48 | 51 |  75 |  81 |  67 | 
| Roger   |  3 |  5 |  6 | 10 | 16 | 51 | 75 | 70 | 75 |  81 |  84 |  67 | 
| Martin  |  5 | 11 | 12 | 16 | 18 | 51 | 55 | 44 | 45 |  51 |  54 |  59 | 
| Steve   |  5 |  6 | 10 | 16 | 19 | 51 | 56 | 44 | 29 |  33 |  39 |  59 | 
| Chris   |  3 |  4 |  9 | 11 | 15 | 51 | 22 | 10 | 16 |  19 |  51 |  55 | 
| Judy    |  4 |  6 |  9 | 14 | 19 | 19 | 51 | 44 | 49 |  75 |  54 |  44 | 
+---------+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+-----+-----+-----+ 
During turns 11 and 12, there were no trapdoors activated. 
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Round 2                              Machi Koro 鎌倆   ( Kamakura ) 

Richard buys a Ranch from City Hall income.  Steve visits Roger’s Café then buys a Flower Orchard.  Roger 

builds a Sushi Bar; look for him to build a Harbor soon.  Finally, Richard builds a Convenience store, saved 

from visiting Roger’s expensive Sushi Bar by Roger’s lack of a Harbor to stock the joint. 

Round Two: 

Player Turn Roll Results Builds 

Richard 2 6 No income.  Richard receives one coin from City 
Hall. 

Ranch 

Steve 2 3 Steve pays Roger 1 for his Café.  Steve receives 
one from his Corn Field and another from his 
Bakery. 

Flower Orchard 

Roger 3 1 Everyone receives a coin from their Wheat Field.   Sushi Bar 

Richard 3 1 Everyone receives a coin from their Wheat Field.   Convenience Store 

 

Status Table 

Player Coins Buildings Landmarks 

Roger Trethewey 2 Wheat Field, Bakery, Convenience Store, Café, 
Sushi Bar 

City Hall 

Richard Smith 0 Wheat Field, Bakery, Forest, Ranch, Convenience 
Store 

City Hall 

Steve Ham 3 Wheat Field, Bakery, Corn Field, Flower Orchard City Hall 

Player order for round three will be Steve, Roger, Richard, Steve.  Remember: if you get to your buy phase with no 
coins, your City Hall will give you one. 

I will assume you are rolling a single die (d6) unless you have a Train Station AND tell me you want to roll two dice.  

Otherwise, rules as per the game rulebook.  

The market shifts toward secondary industry with the introduction of a Furniture Factory and a Produce Market. 

For round two, please tell me which establishment to purchase from the following market place: 

Market Place (numbers in parentheses are the quantity on offer), [numbers in brackets are the cost]: 

Café (3) [2] Bakery (1) [1] Sushi Bar (2) [4] Flower Shop (5) [1] Forest (1) [3] 

Flower Orchard (2) [2] Furniture 
Factory (1) [3] 

Produce Market 
(1) [2] 

Wheat Field (1) [1] Food Warehouse 
 (1) [2] 

 TV Station (2) [7]  Business Center (1) [8]  

Slightly amended card table ( “Livestock Farm” and “Ranch” are different names for the same card. ): 

No Type Exp* Cost Roll Name Description 

3 Landmark H 2 - Harbour You may add 2 to your dice roll of ten or more. 

3 Landmark B 4 - Train Station You may roll 2 dice 

3 Landmark B 10 - Shopping Mall +1 coin for bakery, cafe, conv. store, restaurant 

3 Landmark B 16 - Amusement Park Extra go if you roll a double 

3 Landmark B 22 - Radio Tower You may reroll your dice once per go 

3 Start Card H 0 - City Hall Before buying, if you have no coins, get 1 from the bank. 

6 Blue B 1 1 Wheat Field Receive 1 coin from the bank (anyone's roll) 

6 Red H 4 1 Sushi Bar If you have a harbor, receive 3 coins from any player who rolls a 1 

6 
Blue B 1 2 

Livestock Farm 
(Ranch) 

Receive 1 coin from the bank (anyone's roll) 

6 Green B 1 2-3 Bakery Receive 1 coin from the bank 

6 Red B 2 3 Café Receive 1 coin from any player who rolls a 3 

6 
Blue M 2 3-4 Corn Field 

If you have less than 2 constructed landmarks, get 1 coin from the 
bank 

6 Green B 2 4 Convenience Store Receive 3 coins from the bank 
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No Type Exp* Cost Roll Name Description 

6 Blue H 2 4 Flower Orchard Receive 1 coin from the bank (anyone's roll) 

6 Blue B 3 5 Forest Receive 1 coin from the bank (anyone's roll) 

6 
Red M 3 5 French Restaurant 

If the player who rolled this 5 has 2 or more constructed landmarks, 
receive 5 coins from the player who rolled the dice. 

6 Green H 1 6 Flower Shop Receive 1 coin from the bank for each flower orchard. 

3 Purple B 6 6 Stadium Receive 2 coins from each player 

3 Purple B 7 6 TV Station Receive 5 coins from the player of your choice 

3 Purple B 8 6 Business Complex You may exchange 1 card** with an opponent 

6 Red H 1 7 Pizza Joint Receive 1 coin from any player who rolls a 7 

6 Blue M 3 7 Vineyard Receive 3 coins from the bank (anyone's roll) 

6 Green B 5 7 Cheese Factory Receive 3 coins for each Livestock Farm 

6 Red H 1 8 Hamburger Stand Receive 1 coin from any player who rolls an 8. 

6 Blue H 2 8 Mackerel Boat If you own a Harbor, receive 3 coins from the bank (anyone's roll) 

6 Green B 3 8 Furniture Factory Receive 3 coins for each Forest or Mine 

3 Purple H 4 8-9 Tax Office Take half of the coins from each player with 10 or more coins. 

6 Green M 3 9 Winery Get 6 coins for each vineyard you own. Then renovate this building. 

6 Blue B 6 9 Mine Receive 5 coins from the bank (anyone's roll) 

6 Red B 3 9-10 Restaurant Receive 2 coins from any player who rolls a 9 or 10 

6 Blue B 3 10 Apple Orchard Receive 3 coins from the bank (anyone's roll) 

6 Green M 5 11 Soda Bottling Plant Get 1 coin from the Bank for every red card owned by all players. 

6 Green B 2 11-12 Produce Market Receive 2 coins for each Wheat Field or Apple Orchard 

6 Green H 2 12-13 Food Warehouse Receive 2 coins from the bank for each red card you own. 

6 
Blue H 5 12-14 Tuna Boat 

Rolling player rolls two more dice. Every player gets paid that many 
coins per Tuna Boat if they own a harbor. 

* Expansion codes: B=Basic, H=Harbour, M=Millionaire's Row    ** excludes Landmarks and Major 

Establishments 

Love Letter - Game 3 - Game Start 
Players signed up:  Jim Reader, John Walker, Richard Smith, and Bob Gingell.  I’ll send out e-mails in a 

day or two with the hands each of you are holding.  The rules can be found in the usual place: 

www.variablepig.org/rules/loveletter.html.  Note that I will be more likely to track you down for orders or 

corrections than to take the defaults cited in rules 5 & 6. 
Tempest - Game Start 

Cards left R1 Jim John Richard Bob 

10 Hand 1 to play    

10 Hand 2  to play   

10 Hand 3   to play  

10 Hand 4    to play 

10 Hand 5 to play    

10 Hand 6  to play   

10 Hand 7   to play  

10 Hand 8    to play 

10 Hand 9 to play    

10 Hand 10  to play   

10 Hand 11   to play  

10 Hand 12    to play 

10 Hand 13 to play    

http://www.variablepig.org/rules/loveletter.html
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In My Neighborhood 
They closed down the library early on.  I managed to get in there and grab a few audio books just 

before they shut down.  I didn’t get enough.  I’ve gone through everything except one Great Courses 

DVD which I’m part way through.  I also have a history book – yes! An actual book, with cardboard 

covers and paper pages – which is a good one to read in bed when I want to get to sleep quickly.  I’m 

happy enough about the library not wanting materials returned, as it is going to take me some time to 

plow through the history book.  As for the other stuff, however, wish I knew someone who listens to 

the same kinds of things I do who I could trade with.  I have been passing some of them on to Barb – 

yes, Brendan, they’ll get back to the library when the library starts accepting things back again.  

Maybe it’s time to go through what she has again, and re-evaluate whether I’m interested is listening 

to or viewing what she checked out and has listened to. 

I’ve been walking.  Not very far, mind you, but getting in more walking than I had the last few years.  

From the house down to the mail box on East Beach Road is a half mile.  Which is a mile for the 

round trip.  I can go out East Beach Road a quarter mile to get the distance up to a mile and a half.  To 

get to my place one has to turn off East Beach Road onto Bearfield Road and then onto Storm King 

Road.  I can walk another quarter mile past the Bearfield-Storm King junction to put in a 2 mile day.  

The quarter mile point on East Beach Road is at the top of a significant elevation drop into Olympic 

National Park.  About a quarter mile past that, one can drive down to East Beach itself and the road 

more or less levels out.  I’ve been getting out as far as a mile from my mailbox for three miles total on 

some days but the mileage varies from one day to the next. 

Someone had the great idea to use old railroad grade to build a ‘Discovery Trail’ from Port Townsend 

out to Forks.  This summer, despite non-essential business being shut down, the section of the trail 

along the north side of Lake Crescent, which is the Spruce Railroad trail roadbed, has been getting 

paved.  One day I got out for my walk at the same time as one of my neighbors, a semi-retired 

surveyor.  I mentioned that there seemed to be a bit more traffic than I usually saw and he said it was 

the construction crew getting off. 

It didn’t take me long to get tired of looking at discarded cans, so I started picking them up.  After I’d 

removed the backlog, I seem to be averaging about two cans a day.  There is usually one instance of 

one particular brand and flavor about every day plus something else which could be a soft drink can or 

pick-any-brand-of-beer.  The constant one is White Claw hard cider, which seems to be water plus a 

bit of alcohol plus even less mango flavoring.  On the one hand, picking up after some jerk detracts 

from the aesthetics of the walk.  On the other hand, less trash improves those aesthetics.  In the 

gripping hand, I take the cans to a recycler who pays me cash for the aluminum.  I printed up a sign 

“White Claw recycle your own damn cans”, got it laminated and posted it on one of the posts holding 

up the sign proclaiming Spruce Railroad Trail closed due to construction.  The other side of my sign 

had “mango” substituted for the ‘d’ word.  I switched sides for three or four days before the sign 

disappeared a couple of days ago.  Hope he got the message, but I haven’t been out on the complete 

range of his dumping grounds since, so don’t know. 

Barb says her brother-in-law took a different approach:  he put out a garbage can with a sign ‘throw 

your cans in here’ on the road he lives on.  Apparently, he still has to pick them up, but they are 

contained in the area around his can. 

Off the Reference Shelf 
CDs  

god is not Great: How Religion Poisons Everything, by Christopher Hitchens  --  worth re-reading 

A Day’s Read, by Arnold Weinstein, Emily Allen, and Grant L. Voth; from The Great Courses  
A Sudden Country, by Karen Fisher 

Formation: a woman’s memoir of stepping out of line, by Ryan Leigh Dostie 

 

DVDs 

Before 1776: Life in the American Colonies, by Robert J. Allison; from The Great Courses
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Track  no. 2 

The Celestial Steam Locomotive 
A new and totally different subzine with nothing to do with blancmanges 

richard530smith@btinternet.com 
 

7th May 2020 

 

So Simon floats away into the multiverse, waiting to be hit by a train, which may or may not be a certainty. 
I should know by the time I get to the final episode of the TV show Devs. But what if I choose not to watch 
it? Will my cat die? 
 
One of the things I noticed having a little look back over old issues of said pink astral one, is that I haven't 
written much about music for a while, let alone done a review. So here we go with a recommendation / 
mini-review of Eupnea by Pure Reason Revolution. This band was one of my favourites and I was gutted 
when they broke up 10 years ago, but they're back with their best record ever! More akin to the prog sound 
of The Dark Third than the electropop groove of Hammer and Anvil and Amor Vincit Omnia, but still with 
elements of both and the trademark male / female harmony vocals. It is superb from start to finish, though 
if I had to pick a favourite track it would be Silent Genesis. 
 
Not much to say on sport for now, for obvious reasons. I was thinking of running another Crystal Ball 
prediction game for 2021 but I need a definitive calendar for that. 
 
On the TV and films front, I did enjoy Devs and I have finally watched all 100 episodes of the spiffing third 
series of Richard Osman's House of Games. I'm pleased to see John (Walker) is running a postal House of 
Games in HBD and I will definitely be playing that :-) 
 
Ok, let's talk about fonts. All zine and subzine eds love ‘em! After years of using Tahoma, Tahoma (with a 
garlic aroma... oh no that's Tacoma) and more Tahoma, I've diversified into using AR Bonnie for the 
headings and Cambria for my page of poop.  When will it end? For next issue I'm considering increasing 
the default line spacing to 1.1 for easier on-screen reading. I will keep you all in suspense on this one! 
 
Keep safe everyone and don't listen to Donald Trump or Kenneth Copeland. Everything Boris says can 
however be taken as gospel as he pays my wages. 
 
Richard 
 

The historical blancmange originated sometime in the Middle Ages and usually consisted of capon 
or chicken, milk or almond milk, rice and sugar and was considered to be an ideal food for the sick.  
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King of Tokyo - Round 7 
 
King of Tokyo is a hugely popular tabletop game by Richard Garfield, published by 
Iello Games. F2F rules for the 2016 edition area available from 

http://iellogames.com/downloads/KOT2-rulebook_EN.pdf 
Rules for the postal adaptation https://variablepig.org/rules/kingoftokyo.html (3-4 
players only. 
 

Rumble Report 

Bouts 1 and 3 were rated PG whilst 2 and 4 had some 18-rated violence. Postal zines fortunately do not need to 
have stickers on them for this, or for naughty words (bum! *tee-hee*). We now have two Crets and two Kitties 
in Tokyo. 

Bout 1: Cyclops gains some VPs and a couple of Es (cue The Shamen)  

Bout 2: Cretosaurus is feeling really mean and launches an onslaught that almost kills MegaKenny!  

Bout 3: Brexitator fails to trouble MegaKitty but still adds to his reputation. 

Bout 4: MegaKitty1 goes on the offensive and ousts Cretosaurus, also gaining a useful power-up.  
 
Turn 7 Bouts Table 

Bout 1 Bout 2 

Cyclops rolls 1, 2, 2, C, H, H 
Cyclops rolls [2, 2] 1, C, E, H 
Cyclops rolls [2, 2, 2] 3, E, E 
Cyclops gets 2VPs from the 3 2s 
Cyclops inflicts no damage on Cretosaurus 
Cyclops saves 2E for later 
 

Cretosaurus remains in Tokyp (+2VP) 
Cretosaurus rolls 2, 3, C, E, H, H 
Cretosaurus rolls [C] 1, 1, 2, C, H 
Cretosaurus rolls [C, C] E, E, E, H 
Cretosaurus inflicts 2 damage on all opponents 
Cretosaurus does not heal 1 point due to being in 
Tokyo 
Cretosaurus spends 4E on High Altitude Bombing, 
inflicting 3 damage on all monsters including himself 

Bout 3 Bout 4 

Brexitator rolls 1, 1, 3, C, C, E 
Brexitator rolls [3] 3, 3, C, E, E 
Brexitator rolls: [3, 3, 3] 2, C, H 
Brexitator gets 3VPs for the 3 3s 
Brexitator attempts to inflict 1 damage on Megakitty1 
but the claw bounces off the Armor Plating 
Brexitator heals 1 point 

Megakitty1 rolls 1, 1, 1, 2, C, E 
Megakitty1 rolls [C] 2, 3, C, E, H 
Megakitty1 rolls [C, C,] C, E, E, E 
Megakitty1 inflicts 3 damage on Cretosaurus who 
yields Tokyo! +1VP  
Megakitty1 buys Burrowing (+1C when in Tokyo, -1H 
to deposer when ousted) 

 
Status Table (italic monster in Tokyo, bold turn is next up) 

Turn Bout 1 V H E Bout 2 V H E Bout 3 V H E Bout 4 V H E 

1, 5,  
9, 13 

Brexitator 
(John Walker) 
Cards: None 

9 3 1 Megakitty1 
(Bob Pitman) 
Cards: Media 
Friendly 

1 1 3 Cyclops 
(Kevin Lee) 
Cards: Battery 
Monster (4 left) 

3 5 3 Cretosaurus 
(Jim Reader) 
Cards: Solar 
Powered 

7 4 1 

2, 6,  
10, 14 

Cretosaurus 
(Jim Reader) 
Cards: None 

2 10 4 Brexitator 
(John Walker) 
Cards: None 

8 5 1 Megakitty1 
(Bob Pitman) 
Cards: Armor 
Plating 

1 9 0 Cyclops 
(Kevin Lee) 
Cards: Energy 
Hoarder 

1 7 7 

3, 7, 
11, 15 

Cyclops 
(Kevin Lee) 
Cards: None 

2 9 4 Cretosaurus 
(Jim Reader) 
Cards: None 

3 6 0 Brexitator 
(John Walker) 
Cards: None 

7 7 1 Megakitty1 
(Bob Pitman) 
Cards: 
Burrowing 

1 7 0 

4, 8,  
12, 16 

Megakitty1 
(Bob Pitman) 
Cards: None 

0 9 3 Cyclops 
(Kevin Lee) 
Cards: None 

0 5 5 Cretosaurus 
(Jim Reader) 
Cards: None 

0 6 2 Brexitator 
(John Walker) 
Cards: None 

4 7 1 

http://iellogames.com/downloads/KOT2-rulebook_EN.pdf
https://variablepig.org/rules/kingoftokyo.html
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Card Descriptions [Owned by Monsters] 

Name Type Cost Description 

Armor Plating Keep 4 No damage when taking exactly 1 damage 

Battery Monster Keep 3 6E in reserve, move 2 into bank before turn  

Energy Hoarder Keep 3 get 1V for every 6E in bank at end of turn 

Media Friendly Keep 2 +1E when buying cards 

Solar Powered Keep 2 +1E if no E at end of turn 

Burrowing Keep 5 +1C on roll when in Tokyo, when yielding new monster -1H 

 

Turn 8 Bout 1:  
Megakitty1 (Bob) to play. Cretosaurus (Jim) is in Tokyo. Cards 1-3 on sale, 4-6 reserve (see rules). 

# Name Type Cost Description 

1 Tank Discard 4 +4VP -3H 

2 Jets Keep 5 You don't lose H if you decide to leave Tokyo 

3 Alien Origin Keep 3 Power cards cost 1E less to buy 

4 Even Bigger Keep 4 +2H when card bought, can have up to 12H as long as card owned 

5 Energy Hoarder Keep 3 Gain 1 VP for every 6E in hand at end of turn 

6 Acid Attack Keep 6 Add 1C to roll 

 

Turn 8 Bout 2: 
Cyclops (Kevin) to play. Cretosaurus (Jim) is in Tokyo. Cards 1-3 on sale, 4-6 reserve (see rules). 

# Name Type Cost Description 

1 Extra Head Keep 7 You get 1 extra die 

2 Spiked Tail Keep 5 If you roll at least 1C add 1C to your roll 

3 Rapid Healing Keep 3 Spend 2E any time to get 1H 

4 Made In A Lab Keep 2 Can buy cards from reserve 

5 Energy Drink Keep 3 Spend 1E to get extra dice roll 

6  Flame Thrower Discard 3 All other monsters -2H 

 

Turn 8 Bout 3: 
Cretosauraus (Jim) to play. Megakitty1 (Bob) is in Tokyo. Cards 1-3 on sale, 4-6 reserve (see rules). 

# Name Type Cost Description 

1 Shrink Ray Keep 6 Give 1 Shrink Ray token to each monster you wound. At the 
beginning of their turn monsters roll 1 die less for each token. 
Rolled Hs may be used to remove tokens instead of damage. 

2 Commuter Train Discard 4 +2VP 

3 Giant Brain Keep 5 1 extra dice roll per turn 

4 Heal Discard 3 +2H  

5 Camouflage Keep 3 Roll die for each H lost, if H rolled do not lose that H 

6 Evacuation Orders Discard 7 All rival monsters lose 5VP 

 

Turn 8 Bout 4:  
Brexitator (John) to play. Megakitty1 (Bob) is in Tokyo. Cards 1-3 on sale, 4-6 reserve (see rules). 

# Name Type Cost Description 

1 It Has A Child Keep 7 If you lose all H, lose all VPs and restart on 10H outside Tokyo 

2 We're Only Making 
It Stronger 

Keep 3 When you lose 2H or more gain 1E 

3 Frenzy Discard 7 Take another turn after this one 

4 Gourmet Keep 4 2VPs when you roll 111 or better 

5 Rapid Healing Keep 3 Spend 2E any time to gain 1H 

6 Gas Refinery Discard 6 +2VP all other monsters -3H 
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Fragments Movie Madness - Round 7 
 
Fragments is an all-reader game (join anytime). Rules of the game and variants 
are available at https://variablepig.org/rules/fragments.html. For this game, 

first to 60 points or most in the bag at the end of 8 rounds wins.  
 
Bob G got close to the first condition by cracking #8 and #9 but didn't quite 
get over the line, so we will have one last round, all guessing. No point ordering 
anything else - rotten tomatoes or bust! The final credits are rolling, who will 
be the director and who the fourth assistant junior dolly key grip? 
 

Bob P returns to action with three correct guesses including the elusive (but now not too valuable) #4. I watched 
it on DVD recently with low expectations but it wasn't at all a bad horror flick IMHO. John and Brendan get one 
movie each but no joy for Chris this round. There are 66 points available for late entrants. 

Guesses: Fragment 1: Correct guess from Brendan W. 
Fragment 4: Correct guess from Bob P. Brood of Dracula incorrect, Bluemoon incorrect, Avengers Endgame 
incorrect, Dracula incorrect. 
Fragment 5: Correct guess from Bob P. 

Fragment 6: Correct guess from Bob P. Mike Bassett England Manager incorrect. 
Fragment 7: Up incorrect. 
Fragment 8: Correct guess from Bob G and John W. Pulp Fiction incorrect. 
Fragment 9: Correct guess from Bob G. Oliver Twisted Pair incorrect. 
Analysis Requests: Fragment 7: Brendan W; Fragment 8: Bob P, Brendan W; Fragment 9: John W; Fragment 
10: John W, Bob G, Chris H; Fragment 11: Bob P; Fragment 12: Bob G 
Year Requests: Fragment 7: Chris H. 
 
Scoreboard: 

 F1 F2 F3 F4 F5 F6 F7 F8 F9 F10 F11 F12 Total A/T/Y 

Bob Gingell 6 7 7  8 7 8 7 8    58 12 

John Walker 5 7 8  7 7  7     41 12 

Bob Pitman 7 6 7 5 6 6       37 12 

Chris Hibbert  6 7   7       20 12 

Brendan Whyte 4 5 6          15 11 

 
Fragment 1 - 3 Points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

P r - h i - - o - - c l a m - y - r n s p u - b y 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

P a r k                      

Fragment 2 - 3 Points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Y o - k - n - A g u t - - - e n - - r - m a r - t 
  

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

h o - - - e s - - p - p - - m a t u r e d e - - h 
  

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 

- t - - - h - - d s o - - n o v - - w - i - h t j 
 

76 77 78 79 80                     

i l t - -                     

Fragment 3 - 4 Points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

L - a - C - o f - p l u - d e - s h a - r g - - o 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46     

- i n g p - o d - - t - f - - m B o - t s     

https://variablepig.org/rules/fragments.html
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Fragment 4 - 4 Points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

I - h - n k D r a - u l - - s d - p - e s - e d a 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

- a l - h - d - e s - - m - p - a r o u - d - n - 
 

51 52 53 54 55 56 57                   

- s c - y - t                   

Fragment 5 - 5 points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

A f - t c a - t o - - c a t g - t s - o p - - y c 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46     

a - c h w i - h h - s d - - d f - t h - r     

Fragment 6 - 5 points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

D - c k i - B i - - m e - e - o - - v e n - - - n 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

c e - - t - - c r - - k - t - r s w - - a b u - - 
 

51 52 53 54                      

- h i m                      

 
Fragment 7 - 6 points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

I s - e - - e - - - s - l - - g - c u m - - o n - 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48   

m b - - j u - t o u - - - - e B - i - h - o n   

 
Fragment 8 - 6 points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

B - u n c - r - n - p i a - - s t f - - - u - - i 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

n n - v - l - - i - t - d o - r - c y - - e - p a 
 

51 52 53 54                      

p - r s                      

 
Fragment 9 - 7 points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

C r - m - - - l i - - m - n - - l - - - t - - u - 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

- - n - - - n - - - e R - - - l - l l - - - c - - 
 

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 

o s - e - - - - - D - a - h S t - - - l - n s 

 
Fragment 10 - 7 points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

- r - y o - f i - - r s - - v i - g - - V i - t - 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

- m - - - a - k - - - - t - a s - - - - i n - - - 
 

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 

n - - b - v - - e - - o s - - - - e r - - - f - - 
                         

76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 

- g o - - - s s 
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Fragment 11 - 8 points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

- l - n d - - - a - - - - o - - e d - - e - - p - 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 

- c - - - c s - - r e 

 
Fragment 12 - 8 points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

- l - y w - - - h - - e - t - - - - m - - - o - t 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 

- e - - u - - - o - - t - - - - B - - g - - - n 

 
 

Golden Strider Tarnished V2 - ROUND 1 
 
The revised (much simpler) rules were printed in Variable Pig 177 and are available on the Variable Pig website 
at https://variablepig.org/rules/golden.html#tarnished 
 
Arthur Owen, Jim Reader, Steve Ham, John Walker and Bob Gingell are our athlete managers each of whom has 
two runners in this race ... 

... which will be 64 squares long ... 
      ... bang! 

 

P S  Runner 

1= 4  Ann Droid 

1= 4  Will Do 

3= 3  Al Berto  

3= 3  Glen Buterol 

3= 3  Mr. Jones  

3= 3  Nutkin 

3= 3  Stan Ozolol 

8= 2  Mr. Smith 

8= 2  S A Lazar 

8= 2  Twitchy 

 
With 10 runners 1st gets 0 points bonus, 2nd or 3rd 1 point, 4th to 8th 2 points and 9th or 10th back to zero. So with 
the starting pack arranged as above the three back markers each get a somewhat spoggy 2. 
 
Can you tell who's cheating yet? Whilst there may be fewer drug tests at the moment, being a postal race, by 
the time it ends everything will be back to normal in the UKPBMAF. So cheats will be caught, if accused ...  
 
Questions: 
 
Steve Ham - Testing: I think that the testing regime at the end of the race is a bit harsh. I also think players 
(or managers) should be penalised for any cheat claims that are found to be false. 

In the revised rules, I wanted to get rid of all the fiddly percentages and have simple disqualification rules 
instead. Out of 10 runners perhaps 4 will be accused and false accusations do have a penalty... 
 
"At the end of the race, each manager may accuse one athlete of cheating. The default is not to accuse anyone. 
Collusion between managers is not allowed, so they might end up accusing the same runner. 
 
In addition, managers get +1 point if the runner they accused is disqualified and -1 point for accusing an innocent 
runner."  

https://variablepig.org/rules/golden.html#tarnished
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Railway Rivals South Downs Way (RR2346SDW) - Round 8  
 

Beauty spots visited in this turn included the interesting Heyshott Down 
http://www.westsussex.info/heyshott-down.shtml, the scenic Devil's Dyke 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/devils-dyke, Mill Hill, Selborne Common, 
Iping Common and The Queen Elizabeth Country Park.  
 
Race 1 was a long haul threatening to give the GM RSI from dice rolling, 
with FBR finishing a couple of pips ahead of the G&R JR. Race 2 could have 
been many hexes fewer had one of the other Crawley bus stations been 
connected (GODOWN's slightly shorter run winning out). 

Races 9 and 12 couldn't be run due to unconnected locations (both close to GREEN's line). No. 10 was a close-
run race of medium length ending in another 2-pip win for FBR. Races 11 and 14 were chugovers whilst race 13 
was another long one with GODOWN getting over the line in *cough* only 14 rolls to BLACK's 15.  

Corrections: BLACK was undercharged by 2 units in the last build and FBR did not receive 6 for connecting 
Cheriton. This was corrected online when the zine was replaced (for other reasons). The score table below shows 
balances starting from the modified values.   
 

 GREEN 
Brad Martin 

Blue 

FBR 
Jim Reader 

Red 

BLACK  
Roger Trethewey 

Black 

GODOWN 
Bob Gingell 

Purple 

1) Cheriton (14) - Ditchling (56) 5 [56] 
-3 

20 [56] 

-4 +5 
 5 [56] 

+4 -2 

8) Crawley (S6) - Alfriston (63)   10 [31] 
-4 

20 [27] 
+4 

9) Droxford (25) - Farnham (S3) 
Race not possible - held over 

10) Lavant (46) - Winchester (11) 10 [31] 
-2 -3 

20 [27] 
+2 

  
+3 

11) Upham (16) - Binstead (33) 
 

20 [24]    

12) Chawton (31) - Petworth (51) 
Race not possible - held over 

13) Fernhurst (41) - East Dean (64)  
+3 +3 

 10 [53] 
-3 +4 

20 [47] 
-3 -4 

14) East Meon (24) - Fulking (55)    20 [36] 

 

Last Turn 167 66 46 101 

Points from Races 33 43 17 67 

Builds -8 +6 +3 
+1 +2 +1 +1 

-10 
-1 -2 

-10 +6 
 

-10 
-1 -1 

Points Total 206 96 59 156 

 
Builds: 
BLACK:  (F72) - - - RINGMER;   (C37) --- - - Z9 - Y10 - Milland  

FBR: (Cheriton) - I9 -- K8 - L8 - - - - P6; (O7) - - Chawton 
GREEN: (P6) - O6 - CHAWTON; (Binstead) -- Alice Holt - V1 (S3 Farnham); (H13) --- Droxford 
GODOWN: (R10) --- R9 - S9 - - S7 - - Selborne; (X16) - Singleton; (R6) - R5 
 
The third set of races is: 
15) Hambledon (26) - Southampton (Sp1)  16) West Meon (23) - Milland (36) 
17) Ringmer (62) - Bognor & Chichester (Sp4) 18) Winchester (12) - Storrington (52) 

19) Selborne (32) - Singleton (45)  20) Steyning (54) - Eastbourne (65) 
21) Twyford (15) - Northchapel (42) 

http://www.westsussex.info/heyshott-down.shtml
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/devils-dyke
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Enter up to 4 of the new races, plus any holdovers (9 and 12 now possible) and build up to 8 points of track. 

 
A map showing the latest builds is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2346SDW.jpg 
 
Notes: Bob Gingell spotted that my cards-driven race drawing was not fully consistent with the generally 

accepted parameters for ensuring even race distribution. I will be applying these in future in all my games (current 
Xanth games do comply) but the races for R8 (and thus R9) in this game have been allowed to stand. 
 
The races had been drawn according to the published VP house rules which contained the first part of "rule Z4" 
from RR Postal Rules 11th Edition (2003), but not the second. 

Rule Z4: "Z4. Each sector (sector 1 = towns 11 - 16) occurs twice in each round. There are 2 runs between each 
2 sectors : 1 in rds 7-9, 1 in rds 10-12. Normally, there are no runs within the same sector." 

VP House Rules:"4. Each sector (sector 1 = 11-16) must occur twice in each round. Some boards have special 
rules concerning races." 

 
Bob pointed out that without the extra constraints of the second part of the rule, the game can be skewed 
towards one or two players. Jim confirmed that he had always used the second part of the rule via a Word 
document from Conrad which listed the sector combinations for normal races (1-2, 1-3 etc.) and the special runs 
(1-special, 2-special etc.). We also discussed the caveat emptor assumption about the rules the GM is applying. 
Provided these rules are known and abided by, players can take them into account when choosing builds, 
particularly in round 8. 
 
We also discussed repeat races. The exact same race should not be repeated across the whole game based on 
numbers (e.g. 11-42) but what about where 11/12 is a double town? In this case 12-42 is to all intents and 
purposes the same race. We agreed that it was desirable to avoid this repetition, but in some cases (such as 
London 11-16 that Jim mentioned) this won't be possible. Below is the updated VP house rules paragraph 4:  
 
"4. Each sector (sector 1 = 11-16) must occur twice in each round. For maps with the usual 36 + 6 specials, 
each of the fifteen combinations of two sectors, plus the six combinations of sector + special should occur once 
in each set of three rounds. Ideally, the same race should not occur twice in the same game. This may be difficult 
to achieve for maps with a lot of double or triple numbered towns, so it's not a hard rule. There is also an alpha 
test version of an online race generator on this site." 

 
 

Railway Rivals Xanth 2.0 (RR2375XA2) - Round 7   
 

All four companies entered the first race, with two spells being cast and one 
bought. In a blanket finish, GOBLIN just pipped BREXIT. An easy win for DST 
in race 2 was followed by the expected BREXIT monopoly for race 3. 

For race 4 it was a three-way sprint with GREEN and BREXIT both getting over 
the line in 2 rolls, GREEN with 1 to spare. Race 5 was another BREXIT solo, 
whilst GOBLIN was the only company able to run race 6 (casting one Mystic 
Portal spell and buying another from the Magician on the way). And finally we 
had a DST / GOBLIN tie for race 5 with GREEN just one hex behind. 

A map showing the latest builds is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2375XA2.jpg 

All questions so far are summarised in a FAQ at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/xanthrr.html 
 
Notes:  

• The races drawn for this game do conform to the rules described in the SDW report. 

• I don't think there is an extra pip when racing incurred by descending from a mountain location.  

• XRP (Xanth Railway Personnel) union rules state that drivers will always cast spells if available when 

required for self-preservation. In round 7, there were six runs over The Gap but there were no instances 

of a train ending a roll on the bridge, so no Dragon Repellents were cast. Elemental Protections spells 

were cast by DST and BREXIT to avoid derailment in race 1. 

Corrections: GREEN's 6b build should have read 6b. [3] (P25) - Q26 - R25 - S26  

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2346SDW.jpg
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/racegen.html
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2375XA2.jpg
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/xanthrr.html
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DST 
Arthur Owen 

Red 
DR=1 EP=0 MP=0 

GREEN 
Roger Trethewey 

Green 
DR=0 EP=0 MP=0 

GOBLIN  
Steve Guest 

Orange 
DR=2 EP=0 MP=1 

BREXIT 
Michael Pargman  

Blue 
DR=3 EP=3 MP=3 

1) Mt. Rushmost (61) - Goblins 

(31) [GAP all ok] 

0 [26 +EP] 

-3 +2 +4 +1 

0 [22] 

-1 

20 [21] 

-2 (-4 DR) +2 

10 [20 +EP] 

+3 -4 -2 

2) Dead Forest (54) - Good 
Magician (43) 

20 [6] 
+5 

10 [14] 
-5 

  

3) North Village (25) - Noname 
Key (66) [GAP all ok] 

  
+2 

 20 [36] 
-2 

4) Centaurs (26) - Dragons (33) 0 [8] 
-2 +2 

20 [7] 
-2 

 
+2 +2 

10 [7] 
-2 

5) Centaur Isle (Sp5) - Com-
pewters Cave (42)  

  
+3 

 20 [24] 
-3 

6) Isthmus Village (11) - Vortex 
(56) [GAP all ok] 

  20 [37 +MP] 

(-5 MP) 
 

7) Ogre-fen-Ogre (16) - 
Mundania (Sp2)  

15 [16] 
-1 +2 +3 

0 [16] 

+1 +1 
15 [15] 

-2 -1 
 

 

Last Turn 13 90 53 40 

Points from Races 48 29 47 50 

Builds -5 
-23 -8 +1 

-6 
+1 

-10 +8 
+8 -1 -1 

-10 
+15 (max) 

Points Total 26 114 104 95 

 
Builds: 

DST: Castle Roogna - - - - - O15 (Ouch! I had to check with Jim and Bob G it really is -31 gold) 
GREEN: (V13) - W14 - X13 - Y14 (Isle of Illusion); (R22) - - - Gateway Castle 
GOBLIN: (W25) - - - - A63(+2) - A64(+2) - A65(+2) - A66(+2) - Ivory Tower; (X25) - Nymphs; (K5) - J5  
BREXIT: (R14) - Flies; (M10) - - --- - - H7 - - Troll Bridge 
 
The second set of races is: 

8) Ivory Tower (65) - Isle of View (S4)  9) Castle Zombie (51) - Nymphs (64) 

10) Gap Village (36) - Isle of Illusion (Sp3)   11) Gateway Castle (55) - Flies (34) 
12) North Village (24) - Ogres (15)    13) Tall Hassle (13) - Good Magician (44)   
14) Castle Roogna (45) - Griffins (23)    

Enter up to 4 races and build up to 8 points of track. 
 
 

Railway Rivals Xanth 2.0 (RR2390XA2) - Round 5   
 
BADPUN collected another fat fee for crossing the gap, this time from BIEN 
over the main bridge. Another build crew were relieved they did not have 
to search for the invisible bridge, so this may never be found. 
 
BIEN's foray south did allow both of his rivals to nose ahead in the 

northwest towards Mundania. 
 
With only one build round left, none of the specials has been connected. 
 

A map showing the latest builds is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2390XA2.jpg 

All questions so far are summarised in a FAQ at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/xanthrr.html.  
 

Notes: There is a river between Troll Bridge and I5 (it's not very clear on the map) but not I6 or H5.  
  

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2390XA2.jpg
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/xanthrr.html
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Questions: Bob Gingell - Elemental Protection:  
One further question on spells (which you may have clarified before): Since the Notes say "void, water, fire, 
earth or air" not "void, water, fire, earth and air" am I right to assume that the Elemental Protection spell only 
works for one element within the one race per spell?  

The FAQ page does not currently completely disambiguate your question. The intention is that the spell 
protects the train from any and all elements for the duration of one race. I have tweaked the page. 
 
BIEN 5a. [4] (U15) - - - Good Magician - U19 
Christian Bien 5b. [5] (U19) --- T19; (R7) - - R5 
Orange 5c. [6] (T19) --- - - - T23 
 BANK: 58 -12(BADPUN, U15-Good Magician) -1 (STORK T22) +1(BADPUN  Q12) +1 

(BADPUN  M7) = 47 

 
STORK NAKED 5a. [4] (O14) - O13 --- N12 
Jim Reader 5b. [5] (N12) - N11 -- North Village -- L8 
Green 5c. [6] (L8) - --- -- H6 
EP=1; MP=1 BANK: 47 -2(BADPUN N10) -2(BADPUN M9) +1(BIEN T22) = 44 

 
BADPUN 5a. [4] (Flies) - Q13 - Q12 - - O11 
Bob Gingell 5b. [5] (O11) - N10 - North Village - M9 - - M7 
Black 5c. [6] (M7) - L7 - - - - TROLL BRIDGE - G5 
EP=2;MP=3;DR=1 BANK: 51 +6 +12(BIEN, U15-Good Magician) -1(BIEN for Q12) -1(BIEN for M7) +2 

(STORK N10) +2(STORK M9) = 71 
 

Rolls for Round 6:  6a) 3   6b) 6   6c) 5 
 
 

Railway Rivals - Bolivia (RR2406BO) - Round 2  
 

All four companies continue to make steady progress with CHE and MONOPOL 
heading south, GREEN going north and EVO spreading in all directions. Perhaps 
the Andes should be harder to negotiate but the map does look like it will make 
for a good game. 
 
A map showing the latest builds is available at 
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2406BO.jpg 

 
EVO 2a. [4] (El Alto) - - - -  J25 
Brad Martin 2b. [4] (J25) - - ORURO; (H21) - CARAVANI; (F22) - E23 
Blue 2c. [5] (E23) - GUAQUI; (Oruro) -- L28 - L29; (Rurrenabaque) - J15    
 BANK: 38 +6 +6 +6 -4(CHE, L28-L29) = 52 

 
MONOPOL 2a. [4] (V35) - V36; (V30) --- V29 
Jim Reader 2b. [4] (V36) - VILLA MONTES --- U38 
Yellow 2c. [5] (U38) - - YACUIBA; (U38) - - S39 - TARIJA 
 BANK: 26 +6 +6 +6 +1(GREEN, W30)  = 45 

 
GREEN 2a. [4] (W28) - --- W30   
Roger Trethewey 2b. [4] (Yapacini) - --- S21 
Green 2c. [5] (S21) - - - - - S16  
 BANK: 35 -1(MONOPOL, W30) = 34 
  
CHE 2a. [4] (Cochabamba) --- L26; (N25) - O26 
Bob Gingell 2b. [4] (L26) --- - L28 
Red 2c. [5] (L28) - L29 - M30 - - - M33 
 BANK: 23 +4(EVO, L28-L29) = 27 

 
Rolls for Round 3:  3a) 6   3b) 2   3c) 6 

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2406BO.jpg
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SPACEFILLER PUZZLES 
 
During the lockdown, puzzles have been quite popular and I watched a couple of geeky but good "Cracking 
The Cryptic" videos on YouTube featuring some very clever custom Sudokus. 

 
The first was by Aad van de Wetering with only 4 start numbers but extra constraints as follows: 

• diagonals are 1-9 
• centre grey square is a magic square 
• No number can reach itself via a knight's chess move 

 
You can solve it interactively at https://cracking-the-cryptic.web.app/sudoku/2QM8JHJ4HB 
 

 
 
The second was a "killer" puzzle by Christoph Seeliger with no numbers at all but one crucial extra constraint 

• all cage totals are square numbers 
 
You can solve it interactively at https://cracking-the-cryptic.web.app/sudoku/36r8R9FNnN 
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Jim Reader is the editor. Richard Smith does the printing and distribution from the UK and maintains the 
Variable Pig website https://www.variablepig.org. The site holds back issues, game rules and RR/BB maps. 
There is also a Mailing List primarily to notify readers of new issues, which is now hosted on the VP web 
server. To (un)subscribe go to https://variablepig.org/mailman/listinfo/piggers_variablepig.org. 
 
 
 

PIG WAITING LISTS 
 
BROTHERHOOD – Richard Smith, Mike Townsend and John Walker. 3 more wanted (Polar Pig) 
FAIR MEANS OR FOUL – John Walker, Brendan Whyte, Brad Martin and Arthur Owen. 1 more wanted (Polar 
Pig) 
PUERTO RICO – Chris Hibbert, Kev Lee, Allan Stagg and John Walker. 1 more wanted (Polar Pig) 
GOLDEN STRIDER – Arthur Owen, Richard Smith, Steve Ham, Chris Hibbert, Allan Stagg and John Walker. 2 
more wanted (Polar Pig) 
MANEATER – John Marsden, Roger Trethewey, Kev Lee and Arthur Owen. 1 more wanted (Polar Pig) 
TEADANCE – Steve Ham and Arthur Owen. 1 more wanted (Polar Pig) 
ORIGINS OF WWI – Arthur Owen, Brendan Whyte, John Marsden (on-the-shelf) 
FRAGMENTS MOVIE MADNESS – final round but anyone can join (Celestial SL) 
BREAKING AWAY – Jim Reader, Richard Smith and Arthur Owen. 3 more wanted (on-the-shelf) 
LOVE LETTER - Jim Reader, John Walker, Bob Gingell and Richard Smith. Game start inside (on-the-shelf) 
WHERE IN THE WORLD IS KENDO NAGASAKI? - anyone can join in – game start inside (on-the-shelf) 
GREAT BRAIN ROBBERY – Bob Pitman, Bob Gingell. 2 - 4 more wanted (Celestial SL) 
COSMIC CELEBRITY CRICKET – Jim Reader, Mike Townsend, John Walker, at least 1 more wanted 
(Celestial SL) 
HOUSE OF GAMES - new all-reader - anyone can join in – game start inside (Here Be Dragons) 
 
 

THE DEADLINE FOR VARIABLE PIG (MANGALICA) is Friday 12th June 2020 
 

 
 

The Mangalica or Wooly Mangalitza is a Hungarian breed of domestic pig developed by cross-breeding local Hungarian 
breeds with the Eurasian wild boar and the Serbian Sumadja. It is the only current breed that grows a long coat of thick, 
curly hair, It is a fast growing breed that does not require special care, that made it very popular in the mid-20th century. It 
has lost popularity recently, as it doesn’t produce enough lean meat. It remains popular for sausages and stuffed in peppers.
         https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mangalica 
 

 

https://www.variablepig.org/
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	Front_Cover
	Editorial
	Mailing_List
	Letters
	Work_Rest_Play
	BPD
	Lyric_Quiz
	Sechs_Nimmt
	Backpacks
	Breaking_Away11
	Breaking_Away10
	Bus_Boss_Cyprus
	Bus_Boss_Easter1
	Bus_Boss_Easter2
	Der_Fuhrer
	Grand_National
	Hare_Tortoise
	Puerto_Rico
	Rail_Baron
	RR_Denmark
	RR_Argentina
	RR_SouthDowns1
	RR_Pern1
	RR_Pern2
	RR_Pern3
	RR_Otago
	RR_Bolivia1
	Robo_Rally
	Snowballs
	Sopwith
	Filler_Quiz
	Here_Be_Dragons
	House_of_Games
	Postal_Golf
	Six_To_One
	on_the_shelf
	WitWiKN
	Snakes_Ladders
	Machi_Koro
	Love_Letter
	My_Neighborhood
	Reference_Shelf
	Celestial_SL
	King_of_Tokyo
	Fragments_MM
	GS_Tarnished
	RR_SouthDowns2
	RR_Xanth1
	RR_Xanth2
	RR_Bolvia2
	Filler_Sudokus
	Waiting_Lists
	Deadline

