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VARIABLE PIG  

(SUSHAN PIG) 
 

POLAR PIG 179 
 
Hi Everyone and welcome to another rapid turnround issue of Variable Pig. I had expected this issue to be a 
slow one based on all the trade shows and customer visits planned for March and April, but pretty much 
everything has stopped due to the coronavirus. My last trip was to Mexico two weeks ago and since then, 
everything has been cancelled. I shall skip over this in the editorial as there is a lot of discussion about the virus 
situation in the letter column. That said, there is a good chance that this may be our first ever online only issue 
as printing and post may prove difficult. 
 
The big news here is that Hannah and Tyler have got engaged. He proposed to her while they were on vacation 
in North Carolina in early March. We are very pleased and happy for them both. 
 
Things were starting to pick up after a quiet January, before everywhere started to shut down. My first customer 
visits took me to Maine for the first time. We stayed overnight in Portland that seemed a very pleasant harbour 
town, helped by an excellent pub with great seafood and local ales. It was nice to get out after spending most of 
January on the computer. The following week was my annual trip to New Orleans for the Waterborne 
Symposium. This is always a highlight as the conference is excellent, a chance to catch up with old colleagues 
and friends and New Orleans is always fun. I moderated one of the conference sessions and was fortunate that 
the winners of both best paper awards were in my session. The winner gave a fascinating talk about the 
development of coatings that could capture atmospheric carbon dioxide and convert it to cellulose. The 
audience questions that followed were also inspiring – how these could be used practically (CO2 farms) and 
how do they compare with trees (quite well). Sadly, I wasn’t nominated this year, but my paper was accepted by 
the best of the trade journals (peer reviewed) which is very satisfying.  
 
Socially, we were also able to get out again. First up was a production of Tartuffe (Moliere) by the Act One 
students at nearby De Salles University. We often go to their productions as the prices are very reasonable, 
they’re local and usually very good. This was no exception – the play is very funny and a great chance for some 
super ham acting. We very much enjoyed it. Sadly, they have had to cancel their end of season production of 
“The Sound of Music”. 
 
Jacqueline and I also visited the Miller Symphony Hall in Allentown for the first time to enjoy a performance of 
Beethoven’s Pastoral Symphony and highlights from Vivaldi’s Four Seasons. The concert opened with the 
World Premier of a new piece by Christopher Theofanidis, commissioned for the event. Modern classical music 
often fails to excite us, but this was very good. Vivaldi’s Four Seasons was mixed with The Four Seasons of 
Buenos Aires by Piazzolla and this didn’t work as well for us, but the Pastoral Symphony was wonderful. It was 
very nice to enjoy some live, classical music again.  
 
We also bought tickets for some rather different concerts in the summer. First up should be Hoagie Nation, a 
celebration of Philadelphia bands, including Hall and Oates, Kool and the Gang and the Hooters, at the Mann 
Center in Philadelphia at the end of May. Later, we also booked tickets for Rammstein at Lincoln Financial 
Field. It will be interesting to see if either event takes place. 
 
We also went to see another Lehigh Valley Phantoms ice hockey game in Allentown. The last time we saw the 
Phantoms, they were top of their division and heading towards the Championship. Times have changed and 
they were woefully outclassed by the Charlotte Checkers. The first third was somehow goalless, but the away 
team took control, scoring their first when defending a power play and racing to a 4 – 0 lead. The Phantoms 
scored two late goals to make the score slightly more respectable, but it really wasn’t close. 
 
We also stayed active supporting the Bethlehem homeless shelter every other Thursday. The shelter was 
forced to close in mid-March, a few weeks early due to the virus. The shelter was housing over 50 guests per 
night this year, although we’re not sure why the numbers are up. We’re really hoping that they are all OK. 
 
There’s not much new in the zine to report, although I expect the enforced home time may bring some new 
games next time. Stay safe and healthy everyone. 
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Letters 
 

Carolyn Townsend Congrats to Hannah – I assume the wedding is a while away – Weddings in the UK are 
now limited to bride and groom , two witnesses and the priest/registrar! 
Murray Egan Speaking of Hannah, CONGRATS on the engagement announcement!! What 
awesome news, and glad that he has 'put a ring on it'.  Do pass on my congratulations. 

Thanks for the congratulations for Hannah. We are very happy as we like Tyler and think they are a 

good match. I think they are planning the wedding late next year, but it’s early stages yet. 
 
Dane Maslen I used to enjoy playing badminton both at school and when I worked at BP, where we 
had a leisure complex on site.  I felt it had the great advantage that two useless players (of which I was 
undoubtedly one) could still have a good game, whereas for example two useless tennis players spend much of 
the time scoring points from their opponent's double faults!  After I left BP I eventually got round to going along 
to a badminton club that plays at the nearby leisure centre, but unfortunately they (like, I suspect, most 
badminton clubs) played doubles so as to maximise their use of the courts, so useless players rather spoil 
things for their partners.  I found that some of the club members took that gracefully, while others were not 
reluctant to show their disgruntlement, so I only ever went the once. 

That’s a shame. I like playing both doubles and singles, although with my current level of fitness, 

doubles are somewhat easier. One of the things that I most liked about badminton was that men and 

women of similar ability could play competitively together, with no real gender advantage. Did I 

mention I once played with a Dutch Olympic Badminton player? Just watching his warmup was 

exhausting      . 
 
Brendan Whyte 7 different leaks in the map storage area from heavy rain yesterday. I have buckets 
everywhere. Luckily only 3 maps got wet. 

Sorry to hear that Brendan – sounds like a nightmare. 
 
Andy York Thanks - enjoy your time in Nola. 

I had a great time in New Orleans. The Waterborne Symposium was excellent with some amazing 

papers and technology, plus we had a great time as always in the city and, of course, great food. 
 
Dane Maslen International palindrome day also worked in countries that write dates as YYYY/MM/DD 
(I believe China might be one such country), which is perhaps the most sensible date format of all as 
alphabetical and time ordering are then identical.  I also saw it pointed out that international palindrome day was 
day 33 of the year with 333 days left to come after it. 

That seems an age ago now. 
 
Chris Hibbert Re: Bob Pitman's notes on his new car. I have a fairly new Honda Insight with similar 
features. I trust the adaptive cruise control as well. The only times I must override it is in merging situations. It's 
not very good at anticipating someone merging in, so I occasionally tap the breaks to let someone in, or 
because someone is merging on a curve, and the car's not good at figuring out who's in front of me when we're 
not going straight. That's also the reason I've turned the lane-keeping off completely. It's so-so on reading the 
lane markers anyway, but its inability to tell when cars are changing lanes makes it a non-starter for me. That's 
fine, though--I find that I pay more attention, and don't get tired when all I have to do is handle the steering, and 
let the car handle the speed for me. 

The developments in autonomous vehicles are really amazing, although level 5 (fully self-driving cars) 

has not been reached yet. I think your car sounds like it has reached level 3 or 4. I’ve never been a big 

fan of cruise control, even before the adaptive technology, so I doubt I will be a fast adapter. 
 

Murray Egan I'm glad to hear that from the latest pig order that no 'Cease and Desist' orders were 
handed out during Jacqueline and Hannah's tour 'de Boston...  I'm sure they had a blast.    

They had a great time by all accounts and are planning another trip later this year or next.. 
 
David Cowie It has come to my attention that husbands and wives and hosts and guests frequently 
disagree over room temperatures. In the interests of disharmony, here's a picture of a thermometer that I 
inherited from my parents. Note the "comfort zone" between 60 and 70 Fahrenheit. Date of purchase unknown, 
but probably 1950s. Having bought the thing, Mum and Dad went on to choose their own comfort zone.  
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I guess the comfort zones were different for your Mum and Dad. 
 
David Cowie To be clear: their comfort zone was over 70F.  

I usually prefer the house temperature slightly below 70, especially at night. 
 
Andy York Welcome to Spring! It's going to be in the 80s most afternoons this week, and muggy 
with only light rain expected. Only two freezes over the winter and a few more last fall, though we did have 
snow on the ground one morning. I expect this to be a toasty summer. 

It's starting to warm up here after a very mild winter. That said, we still had a frost this morning. 
 

David Cowie My brain on Friday night: It's the weekend tomorrow, you can stay up late and have a 
lie-in. My body on Saturday morning: Why are you lying in bed when it's only one hour until the alarm clock 
goes off? Time to get up and go to work!  

And this is before the clocks change… 
 
Andy York On the Astros/Express front the Caravan this year was disappointing. Instead of a 
formal lunch with a program, they had an informal event in the outfield sports bar (has an electronic, indoor, 
batting areas akin to the ones for golf). The Astros sent two players that were recent Express players 
(speculation was they pointedly didn't want to send anyone that was on the 2017 club to avoid questions about 
what the players knew). The Express MC did a short Q&A with a few questions from the audience. Then, there 
was an autograph line, but they ran out of pictures. Nothing really of note came of it. Not much else has been 
reported that isn't already in the national news, there is an Astros Futures game on April 4 (AAA versus AA 
teams) and the season itself opens on April 9. 

Probably not surprising about the Astros/Express caravan, given the recent events, but disappointing 

nonetheless. Do you think the season will still go ahead as planned? The Pigs start the season with an 

8 day away trip, so are hoping that their home opener won’t be delayed, but it’s unclear as they expect 

the season to be delayed. 
 
Bob Gingell I will be at the Airecon games convention in Harrogate tomorrow and all weekend.  

Sounds good. I don’t think I know that one. 
 
Andy York Did my usual trip to OwlCon at Rice University in Houston last weekend. It seemed a 
bit sparser in attendance than previous years (Covid-19?) and neither game I was GMing went (in both cases 
the persons who'd signed up were con staffers that I know and, instead, were pulled to cover no shows for staff 
slots). Did play in two games of Cosmic Encounter the first night and shared in wins in both. Saturday was a 
pick-up game of Eclipse in the morning (tied for 3rd and last place) with the point spread from first to last only 4 
VPs. Tried Scythe in the afternoon slot and, unfortunately, didn't have a good mix between my board position 
and powers (blocked in by impassable terrain with only a couple of exit hexes), so was a distant last. Interesting 
game that I'd like to try again. Evening was Terraforming Mars with a mix of newbies and very experienced. 
Ended up in the middle with the VPs matching the experience levels pretty well. Sunday, my game didn't go and 
decided to skip playing to return home early.  
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Glad you had a good time at Owlcon. I’ve seen both Eclipse and Scythe but have not tried either; 

Terraforming Mars is a good game, but I’ve only played with experienced players. 
 

Doug Kent I may as well take a swing at the lyrics as I wake up this morning, it has been a while 
since I opened an issue.  I’m pretty sure not every announcement finds its way into my inbox. But with the 
resurrection of my zine Eternal Sunshine I am slowly expanding my own zine participation.   

Welcome aboard Doug. 
 
Doug Kent I used to do lyric and movie quizzes in ES and Maniac’s Paradise before that, but in the 
internet age it got so there was too much temptation for players to enhance their scores with a simple search.  I 
don’t think MANY of them did that, but I eventually devolved to a quiz of pictures of movie scenes.  Maybe I’ll do 
that again? 
Richard Smith The Pig lyrics game has survived the internet as the players do abide by the "no-
research" rule otherwise it's not much fun. Other games work fine with an "unlimited research" rule such as 
Where In The World Is Kendo Nagasaki? which Tom runs and my mischievously difficult Fragments Movie 
Madness game. 

I agree with Rich; I can’t stop people cheating (indeed I now use the web to search for lyrics), but I 

think most people just play for fun. 
 
Richard Smith Jim mentions in the current issue that postal gaming is currently enjoying a mini-
renaissance - would you like a plug for your zine in VP?  

I don’t remember that, but the zine poll certainly indicates that the hobby is at least surviving. 
 
Doug Kent A plug would be most welcome.  The Mailchimp email list can be accessed at: 
https://mailchi.mp/45376bbd05df/eternalsunshine.  I’ve built a free Mailchimp mailing list to eliminate the Yahoo 
one, although I still have my old ES yahoo group and a FB group for it too (from the previous incarnation, only 
the Mailchimp list is new). 
Richard Smith As for the mailing list notifications - Yahoo group emails aren't widely blocked though 
as the service is being run down, quite a few group owners, myself included, are looking at alternative 
providers. The main advantages of using an automated mailing list such as Yahoo's are: 
1) Privacy - people can join the list using any email address they wish and do not have to supply any personal 
information. There are "lurkers" on the Variable Pig list (and they do sometimes un-lurk).  
2) Convenience - members can remove or add an email address at will, no work for the GMs.  

I’m glad someone competent is organizing this for Variable Pig. 
 
Richard Smith Of course, you can ameliorate the privacy issue with a manual list of email recipients 
using BCC. To do this put your own email address in the "to" field and everyone else in "bcc". On the flip side of 
this, an exposed list can be a time-saver when players need to contact each other.  
Doug Kent I find that the bcc method has one major flaw: Yahoo freaks when you send too many 
bcc’s in one email, or in one day.  

Players can always contact the GM if they wish to be contact another player. 
 
Doug Kent Here’s Issue #128.  #129 comes out in a few days, still has openings in Balkan Wars 
VI, Diplomacy, and By Popular Demand (the latter giving round 1 categories in the upcoming issue).  Kendo 
Nagasaki will follow soon, and possibly restarting my movie photo quiz. 
 I do suggest you sign up to the Mailchimp list, so you get notified when new issues 
come out.  BPD is a “play when you like” game (late arriving players start with the low score, and if you miss a 
round you get the low score) so you’ll see the categories on Tuesday when the issue comes out.  I do two 
things different than VP: First, I don’t assign a letter, and second I ask that you choose a Joker category every 
turn which is worth double points.  If you fail to select a Joker, it goes to Question 1 automatically on that round 
so you don’t “lose” anything. And Jim, don’t be a stranger either!   

I change the variant of By Popular Demand at the end of every 10-round game. It’s been some time 

since I last ran the current variant, largely because I find it so difficult to set good questions. 
 
Mike Townsend Must be an age thing, deadline just seems to come around faster every time! 

Deadlines have been faster of late as we’ve managed to speed up production, at least temporarily. 

Last issue was helped by a month with no travel and the one before that was produced over the 

Christmas holidays. I suspect that the next deadline will seem quite short as I don’t think we will have 

much else to do except work from home and play games. 
 

https://mailchi.mp/45376bbd05df/eternalsunshine
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Allan Stagg I hope all is well with you and the family. the news here is dominated by the 
Coronavirus and the flooding at the moment.  Thankfully we are not yet affected by either of these. 

All is well here as we have so far, largely missed the seasonal bugs that have been going around. So 

far, it appears the Coronavirus hasn’t reached these shores, but it’s effects overseas are starting to 

have consequences. International trade is slowing as many shipping containers are now stuck in 

China and several conferences are getting cancelled. My travel plans for the next couple of months 

are hectic, so it will be interesting to see if things get changed. 
 
Steve Ham I hope you are well. A few weeks ago, Coronavirus sounded like a big bottle of pop we 
could return to the shop for a 3p deposit, not anymore. Apparently the epicentre is now Europe.  

All is well here although the latest news here is that all business travel has been cancelled, at least for 

the next 2 weeks but many of April’s events have already been cancelled. Evonik has also asked all 

staff that can work from home to do so for the next two weeks. Hope you’re doing well. 
 
Steve Ham I really didn’t enjoy Pandemic the Boardgame - every time I played it I lost to the virus. I 
must admit that I'm quite looking forward to the self-isolation (at last a behavioural advantage for introverts) 
though the daily grind of looking for hand sanitiser in the shops is getting a bit wearing.  

I think you must get a good group to play Pandemic with. We had a great time with historical variant 

set in Spain during last year’s Crets holiday. 
 
Steve Ham The reports here of what is happening in the US portrays efforts over there as 
ineffective but that might be bias on the part of the press. Whatever happens over the next few weeks I hope 
you and yours remain well.  

My concern about the virus increased drastically when I read that people were contagious before 

being symptomatic, as it probably meant that the virus had already spread dramatically. I think most 

Governments have been slow to react and the US has been no different. 
 
Dane Maslen I'm guessing that by now you might well have found yourself doing less travelling than 
you expected when you were working on the latest VP.  Unfortunately, I find myself with one final winter holiday 
to go before I can retreat to a hermit-like existence. 

Yes, my final trip was cancelled this week when Florida finally declared an emergency and the 

conference could cancel. That said, I’m already starting to see events getting rescheduled in 

September. 
 
Andy York I'm sure you've heard about Austin's SXSW being cancelled this year. In one sense it'll 
be nice not having 100k visitors crowding the downtown and streets (though I no longer have to drive downtown 
to work). But, the cancellation only effects the official programming under the SXSW umbrella. Along with the 
official program, there are all sorts of other events, concerts, pop-up venues and such. A number of those are 
still on and I may wander down to attend some of the free day parties on Rainey Street with smaller, local, 
crowds. The worst part is the hit so many small businesses, gig workers and other part timers will take.  

I’d heard about SXSW. Lots of event are getting cancelled now which is probably a good thing. I hope 

that you were able to enjoy the remaining events.  
 
Andy York Cancellation of SXSW really hit a lot of local business, particularly bars and 
restaurants. They'd already upped their consumable orders and have excess food/drink that they have to pay 
for and figure out what to do with. The large part-time, gig workers and musicians are losing a chunk of pay 
and, in the case of musicians and independent film producers hoping for their chance at being see, lose out. 
Austin is doing what it can, some of the theatres are still showing the films, there are fundraisers for wait and 
bartending staff and such.  

The shutdown has been a disaster for lots of businesses everywhere, This week’s unemployment 

numbers show this. Has Covid-19 reached Texas yet and have any restrictions been announced? So 

far, I only see a few States acting, plus a lot of proactive steps by businesses and event organizers. I 

agree that small businesses, services and those associated with travel and tourism will suffer the most, 

together with their employees. 
 
Murray Egan I wish you the best of luck on your show/conference/concert schedule and plans.  I was 
supposed to be at SxSW in Austin for a tech show this week, but it was cancelled due to Corona virus. 
Additionally, I have received emails this morning from Ford and Chrysler that they can't host me in two weeks. 
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I had a successful trip to Mexico last week, but almost everything else has been cancelled including 

the American Coatings Show. Evonik announced a travel ban until April on Thursday and our site has 

also asked all those who can to work from home. Currently, I don’t have any more trips planned until 

the end of April when I really hope the worst will be over. 
 
Andy York As for C-19 and Texas, yes it is here - and not just at the Lackland AFB (San Antonio) 
where many of the cruise ship evacuees ended up. The first was a number of folks in the Houston area (just 
after OwlCon) that had been on a river cruise in Egypt together. Since then, spots have popped up in the Dallas 
area and San Antonio. Just yesterday (or was it late Thursday) the first two in the Austin area were identified 
with a third later Friday. Austin issued a disaster declaration on the 6th (in conjunction with SXSW being 
cancelled. Just yesterday the state declared a disaster to go along with the national one. I think, this morning, 
outside of Lackland AFB there were 39 cases officially in Texas. 

There are now 2,100+ in Pennsylvania. I had forgotten about the cruise ships getting sent to Texas. I 

think there are more still looking for a berth to land. 
 
Andy York Lots of restrictions and cancellations, UT Austin has closed including all events, sports, 
museums, etc. All the large arenas have cancelled/postponed events through the end of the month or into April. 
Sporting events such as the Moto Grand Prix, the Masters, our soccer, hockey teams all cancelled or 
postponed. The state UIL (oversees all high school sports) has cancelled the rest of the winter and all the 
spring seasons state-wide. Most schools have extended spring break. The City has a cap of gatherings at 250 
folks and will likely drop that. Yesterday started a big run on the grocery stores - shelves looked today like 
they'd been visited by a locust plague. My local store's pasta aisle was all but empty and the soup display had 
only a handful of cans left. Good luck buying  bag of potatoes (though individual ones were available). So, yes, 
quite a bit of disruption. On the plus side, with additional folks working from home, UT closed, SXSW cancelled, 
the rush hour traffic isn't as bad as usual (have to see some upside, don't you?). 

Lehigh County was put under a stay at home order earlier this week and most activities came to a 

stop, if they hadn’t already. 
 
Dane Maslen About three weeks ago, i.e. mid-February, I came to the conclusion that COVID-19 was 
going to get out of control in Europe.  It didn't seem likely that democratic governments would feel able to take 
the same extreme measures that the authoritarian Chinese one had when they imposed a lockdown on Hubei 
province.  The only question in my mind was how quickly that would happen.  Would I find myself unable to 
travel to Finland for my cross-country skiing?  Would I find myself wishing that restrictions would be imposed so 
that I wouldn't have to make the decision whether to go?  If it were left to me to make the decision, would I 
go?  And if I went, just how bad would the situation be by the time it came to travel back?  With about 48 hours 
to go until my flight to Helsinki, the answers to those questions seem to be 'no', 'possibly', 'yes', and 'probably 
grim' respectively. 

I must admit that I was concerned, especially that people could be infectious without being 

symptomatic. I probably hadn’t appreciated how infectious it was. That said, I was still surprised 

when it took off in Europe, although I really should have expected it. 
 
Dane Maslen I'm not particularly concerned about the flights to Kittilä via Helsinki as currently the 
chance of encountering anyone with the virus seems very low.  I'm a bit more concerned about the first week in 
Äkäslompolo: the hotel has self-service buffet breakfasts and dinners which means all the guests will be 
handling the same serving implements, there will undoubtedly be quite a few Germans there, and the situation 
in Germany is currently a bit worse than in the UK, probably by about four days.  My concern for the second 
week is greater as all new guests will be coming from places that have had another week in which to 
deteriorate: that could be particularly bad news as far as the incoming Germans are concerned.  And then at 
the end of the second week there are the two flights back to Heathrow via Helsinki.  By then the chance of 
encountering someone with the virus is likely to be considerably higher, though probably still moderately low, 
which is why the answer to my third question is 'yes' rather than 'no', but I'm sufficiently unsure of that that part 
of me still wishes that the answer to the first question would become 'yes'. 

All very justifiable concerns with hindsight. I think you were pretty accurate with your predictions. 
 
Dane Maslen My belief that European governments would fail to act decisively enough seems to 
have been confirmed by developments in Italy, which has a population similar to that of Hubei province.  When 
China imposed the lockdown there, it was suffering about 400 new cases per day and the total number of cases 
had risen above 1000.  If there had been any deaths at that stage, it was no more than a handful.  Italy now has 
about 500 new cases per day, over 3000 cases in total, and 107 deaths so far.   
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The measures taken to halt the spread are nowhere near as draconian as the ones China took.  China now 
more or less has COVID-19 under control (100 or so new cases per day, 80000 or so cases in 
total, approaching 3000 deaths).  Western countries will fail to get it under control.  I have little doubt that Italy 
will surpass those figures in three to four weeks with other European countries of a similar size (Germany, 
Spain, France, UK) following a week or two later, probably in that order. 

I didn’t really follow the situation in Italy, at least until the crisis became news worthy. They seem to 

have moved quickly to shut things down, but probably too late. 
 
Dane Maslen The populace's reaction to Italy's closure of schools and universities ("What are we 
supposed to do with the kids?" rather than "Why didn't you do this earlier?") supports my belief that the public 
would react badly to appropriate action being taken.  In fact, the measures Italy took last week were very half-
hearted.  Today they've been rather more drastic and 'quarantined' various provinces, but the quarantine itself 
is rather half-hearted.  The steps taken are still short of what the Chinese did in Hubei, but Italy is already 10 
days past the situation that existed in Hubei when the lockdown there was applied. 

While I agree with this, especially in hindsight, the Chinese Government has a lot more power and 

authority over it’s people than most European Governments. If you’re worried about controlling the 

virus spread in Europe, how do you think the US will do?  
 

Dane Maslen Badly, especially with President Chump in charge!  The US is going to suffer from 
having an underclass with little or no access to medical care.  And based on the stories I've been reading about 
people being landed with hefty bills by their insurance companies for having tests for the virus done, I suspect 
that many people with mild symptoms won't have tests done.  That's going to help the virus spread too. 

Since we had this discussion, the US seems to swing from taking some very positive action and back 

again. I’m surprised that health insurance hasn’t been more of a subject recently, but the focus now is 

about treating the ill. 
 
Dane Maslen It occurs to me that I ought to follow up my previous letter by saying that although 
European governments haven't acted with sufficient determination, I don't particularly blame them for their 
failure.  I am sure that if they had taken appropriate steps promptly enough, they would have been widely 
condemned for overreacting.  I have been struck by how blasé most people seem to have been about COVID-
19, though recent reports suggest that maybe that is starting to switch to panic.  The two comments I've 
frequently heard from the unconcerned are "Most people suffer only mild symptoms" and "Flu kills more people 
each year" 

Sadly, I think both statements have been shown to be false. I think it’s sometimes easy to forget that 

Governments are run by people and people are fallible. That said, we do hope that they can rise to the 

challenge. The UK seems to be rather complacent and slow right now. 
 
Dane Maslen  It's worse than that.  The government's strategy for dealing with COVID-19 seems to 
be to spread up to a quarter of a million deaths over as long a period as possible. 

I think they have now abandoned that strategy. 
 
Dane Maslen Let's take "Most people suffer only mild symptoms" first.  It's true, but with a mortality 
rate estimated to be somewhere between 0.5% and 4% (apparently 0.9% is the current best guess), that's not 
really the relevant point.  If you turned up for a flight from Heathrow and were told that there had been a tip-off 
that a bomb had been planted on one of the planes due to depart in the three-hour window that included your 
flight, but there were no plans to search any of the planes, would you board your flight?  If you did so, your 
chance of surviving would be about the same as your chance of surviving COVID-19 if you caught it. 

An interesting analogy – the poisoned M&Ms analogy is more prevalent here. To be honest, I’d rather 

avoid even mild systems if possible. 
 
Dane Maslen Now for "Flu kills more people each year."  Also, true (so far), but only because the 
spread of COVID-19 has been slowed down.  If the Chinese government hadn't taken the steps it did, the death 
toll would already be much higher and would be continuing to rise very rapidly.  Earlier this week the worst-case 
scenario for the UK was said to be that at the peak of the outbreak 1 in 5 workers might be off ill.  That probably 
means about 50% of the population going down with it at some stage.  That's 30 million people.  If the mortality 
rate is indeed about 1%, that's 300,000 deaths.  They'd be heavily skewed towards the elderly of course, so at 
least the government can take comfort in the knowledge that the economic dislocation would be somewhat 
counterbalanced by at least a temporary alleviation of the pensions' problem.  Many of the rest of us, however, 
would be left wishing that COVID-19 had struck before the Brexit referendum. 
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I think you had a discussion in Dane’s Games about peoples inadequate understanding about the 

scale of a problem, relative to NHS spending in total and the amount that could allegedly be given to 

it following Brexit. The topic of hazard and risk is a permanent peeve of mine. There are some very 

good books on this subject, whose names completely elude me right now. 
 
Dane Maslen Based on the way the number of cases per day has been increasing in various 
countries, I believe the situation in Italy will be five times worse by next weekend, i.e. they'll have 250 or so 
deaths per day.  If the semi-quarantine has an effect, the rate of increase in cases per day will then start to slow 
(it will take another week to become negative if the Chinese experience is anything to go by), but it'll be another 
week before that has any effect on the death rate, so two weeks from now Italy will probably be reporting over 
1000 deaths per day, and that figure is likely to increase slowly for another week thereafter. 

It looked for a time that you were spot on with this, but fortunately they seem to have started bringing 

the rate down, although it’s still horribly high. 
 
Dane Maslen The measures Italy took last weekend seem to be having an effect: the number of new 
cases per day is no longer increasing anywhere near as fast as it was.  They had nearly 200 deaths today, so 
could still reach 250 by the weekend as per my prediction, but I've now realised the flaw in my prediction of 
1000 by the following weekend.  I had assumed that people managed to survive about a week between 
catching COVID-19 and dying (and hence that there would be a week's delay between getting the number of 
cases under control and getting the number of deaths under control).  Having looked at the Italian figures more 
carefully, I now believe that most of those that are going to die do so fairly quickly, so there should be a much 
shorter delay.  I await Italy's death figures next week with interest.  Maybe they'll peak at 'only' 500.  Or maybe 
it'll be even better, and they won't get much beyond 250. 

Definitely not the case this week, with numbers over 600. I really hope that it doesn’t get that bad 

here. Amazingly, despite the terrible numbers, the media that I follow has managed to portray the 

Italians as coping well with being locked down.  
 
Dane Maslen One country that has been very successful at controlling their COVID-19 outbreak is 
South Korea.  Here's a possible explanation for their success: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-
51836898. If so, it probably bodes well for the UK (I think we have a relatively high-test rate) and ill for the US 
(which has an abysmally low test rate). No sooner have I written the above than I read the following on the BBC 
News website: "As part of the new measures, testing will only focus on identifying people with the virus in 
hospital." Doh! 

I’m not surprised by the Korean response, having worked with many Koreans and visited there several 

times. I always enjoyed my visits there and loved working with my Korean colleagues. They have a 

real desire and drive for success in everything they do and are very innovative. The UK seems to be 

rather complacent and slow right now. 
 

Dane Maslen Having cheered you up no end, I'd better get on with my packing. What's the latest on 
your trip to Mexico?  A friend has just had his cross-country skiing trip to Seefeld in Austria cancelled at the last 
moment (he was due to travel tomorrow) because the Austrian government has decided to close all skiing 
resorts in the Tyrol from Sunday.  Mind you, it's probably a blessing in disguise for him: I'd noticed a few days 
ago that the Finnish government had ski resorts in the Tyrol on its list of coronavirus hot-spots. 

Hope you had a good time in Finland. My trip to Mexico (fewer cases than PA) was a success 

although the President’s announcements about travel restrictions was rather worrying. I was very 

relieved when my flight to Atlanta arrived and I had cleared customs. 
 
Dane Maslen You mentioned that the flights via at Atlanta might be a problem for your yet 
uncancelled trip to Mexico.  Why is that?  I've not been following the situation in the States as closely as in 
Europe, so I've little idea which areas are most affected. 

My concern about the Atlanta flights was a concern about the administration taking political 

advantage of the situation. A senior official has already asked for more resources for the wall and 

prevent immigration from the Mexican border due to the virus, despite Mexico having only 12 

identified cases when I visited (Pennsylvania had 15 – 2000+ now). The Presidents ban on all EU 

flights starting today, except the UK and Ireland, does not seem entirely motivated by safety or 

science. 
 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworld-asia-51836898&data=02%7C01%7C%7C06cc8086d2e74e8394e508d7c6b72e7d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637196362363417390&sdata=35SjCq0kE6b%2BwroiVS%2FsIjdIUxbn8r2RGwQQy77xtHE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworld-asia-51836898&data=02%7C01%7C%7C06cc8086d2e74e8394e508d7c6b72e7d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637196362363417390&sdata=35SjCq0kE6b%2BwroiVS%2FsIjdIUxbn8r2RGwQQy77xtHE%3D&reserved=0
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Natalie Amery We’ve been arranging for everyone who doesn’t have to actually be in the office to 
work from home; so hopefully by the end of next week we’ll have only 2 or 3 people in the office on any day! 

I was in Mexico this week and planned to send the reminder tonight or tomorrow. 
 
Dane Maslen Perhaps Trump has a cunning plan.  If COVID-19 gets bad enough in the US, the 
Mexicans might build his wall for him, to keep out germ-ridden Americans. 

There are reports that some Mexicans are already pushing to close the border, so indeed it may be a 

cunning plan. 
 
Dane Maslen He might well have done it for the wrong reasons, but I think it's one of the few correct 
things he's done, even if it is a case of shutting the stable door after the horse has bolted.  Countries were very 
quick to stop flights to China, but very slow to react when Italy became the focus of COVID-19.  If you look at 
the Wikipedia page about the coronavirus in Italy, you'll see a very impressive list of countries that can trace 
COVID-19 back to there.  COVID-19 might well have been China's gift to the world, but Italy was the super-
efficient delivery service. 

I’m still surprised that Iran and Italy were the next sites for the outbreak. There are a lot of Asian 

communities on the west coast of the US, so I was not surprised that this was where the virus first 

appeared in the US (Washington State) 
 
Dane Maslen Just how badly various countries now fare will depend on whether, having failed to 
learn the lesson from China's success, they can now learn from Italy's mistakes.  Based on what's being said in 
the UK, I don't they will. 

Hope you’re doing well and that you had a good trip to Finland if you went. 
 
Dane Maslen I arrived yesterday, so today was my first day of cross-country skiing.  There was 
heavy cloud all day with some light snow showers in the afternoon.  If, however, you think I'm going to complain 
about that, you're wrong.  Over the years I've come to appreciate the cloudy days as the temperature stays 
fairly constant, whereas on sunny days it can be bitterly cold first thing and then warm up substantially, making 
getting one's clothing right very difficult.  Today's temperature, just below freezing, was ideal for my skis to 
perform well, so I really enjoyed the day.  The only downside was that the wind was a bit too strong.  Not a 
problem when in the trees, but a bit unpleasant on the more open stretches.  

I explained to my Mexican colleague that bright blue skies in winter are usually a sign that it’s cold. 
 
Dane Maslen I am, however, going to complain this morning.  There's still heavy cloud but the 
temperature has risen enough that there are sleety rain showers.  It looks like I'll have to sit the morning out 
until the rain stops. 

That’s the downside of cloudy weather – like here in Coopersburg today. 
 
Natalie Amery Hope everything is OK with you - no order reminder this month!  Hopefully you haven’t 
come down with novel corona virus.... 

All is well here, at least so far, but like you I will be working from home for the next couple of weeks 

as Evonik is making similar arrangements. 
 
Richard Smith I'm still going to work as normal though we all must take our laptops home every day in 
case the office gets closed. All external meetings and events have been cancelled, though I have just been to 
an event in London. Everything was fairly normal except for a no-handshakes rule (but I didn't see anyone 
doing elbow bumps) and I walked from the train station instead of taking the Tube. 

Our Allentown site has now asked all staff that can work from home to do so, at least until the end of 

March; lab work will continue although steps to reduce potential contact have been taken. Personally, 

I think this is a very reasonable measure as it is practical with large labs and plenty of space so close 

contact is minimal, but it also ensures that these people will still get paid. All business travel has been 

stopped for the same period, but with so many events now cancelled, I don’t have anything planned 

now. 
 

Chris Hibbert I've been paying more attention than most to the Covid19 epidemic. Santa Clara 
County has the third most cases in the US. I could tell fairly early in February that it was going to get to 
Northern California earlier than most places after a woman was transferred to UC Davis (about 100 miles away) 
and immediately quarantined. The more rural hospital she was previously treated at didn't realize they needed 
to be careful and had treated her for nearly a week with no containment facilities or special handling.  
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There are now a few cases near Sacramento and UC Davis, and more than 38 identified in the area that 
contains the headquarters of nearly all the major internet, software, and computer companies. My start-up of 
about a dozen employees announced on Friday that we should all work from home for the duration. Some of 
the big companies have said the same for employees who aren't required on-site. I think most everyone else 
here is likely to follow suit this week or next. 

Pennsylvania hadn’t yet detected too many cases, but with a big outbreak in neighbouring New York 

this was probably a lack of testing.  
 
Richard Smith As for game GMing, I might make a start today, especially as there's not much sport to 
watch this weekend. National League football games are still on, however, so I could want Halifax v Ebbsfleet 
on BT Sport. 

This must have been the last game. There were a lot of questions on the Shotsweb site about why the 

games went ahead when almost all the other leagues had cancelled. It wasn’t helped by the Shots 

losing. 
 
Andy York As for the Express season, no it won't go on as usual. Just the delay of two weeks in 
MLB will translate into probably 2-3 weeks of the MiLB season. The organization already sent out a "we're 
waiting to see what MLB does before we can figure out what we'll do" email with a promise to adjust season 
tickets costs/issue refunds once things are sorted out. We were scheduled to start on April 9 with five game 
series against Wichita following by a seven-game road trip. Those are likely not going to happen as is the 
Astros Futures game on April 4 (pre-season game against the Corpus Christi Hook, the AA team). 

The Iron Pigs would start the season with a long road trip, so they had hoped they could still start 

their home games on time, but it’s already clear that this won’t happen. 
 
Bob Gingell Airecon is currently on - the latest "things are worse than we thought so we should 
cancel some big gatherings" press briefing was on Thursday (the day the preliminary activities started) with 
suggestion that events may be cancelled from next weekend. The Football Association then jumped in with 
cancellations of matches due to happen today.  
Andy York On the plus side, Steve Jackson Games' FnordCon on April 3-5 is still on. It is a small 
event, around 150 folks, so still well under the Austin attendance cap. But, lots can change in the next three 
weeks. 

And… 
 
Andy York Update on my note from yesterday, FnordCon was just cancelled.  

Things have been changing quickly the last one or two weeks. I really should have noted dates in this 

column as it would have made it a lot easier to edit. 
 
Murray Egan Emma has heard from Michigan State today that they are going to all online courses 
until 20 April, so she will likely be headed home this week until finals start.   This virus is starting to have a real 
effect on our family.  Stay safe Jim and wash those hands!! 

Sorry to hear that Emma will finish her college this way. I wish her all the best for her finals and 

getting through the final term in such strange circumstances. 
 
Jon Carter We are all well at the moment and hopefully that will continue. Good to her that you are 
surviving too. I have been a bit busy here with the need to move the university to a completely electronic 
delivery mode in just one week. Day one seems to have gone OK; the exam period should prove challenging. 

That sounds stressful – I hope it’s all going well 
 
Murray Egan Emma is going back to school this week to see friends/St Pats party, but will be here 
again next weekend.  NOT the way I remember my senior college year ;-) 

You can still remember your senior year. What went wrong? I believe there are pictures surviving 

from our end of finals night… 
 
Martin Walker Sorry about these being late, won't even mention Coronavirus suffice to say god help 
us all if there ever was an alien or zombie invasion, it's going to be a long Spring. 

I think most of us will spend spring indoors and barely notice it. 
 
Andy York Yep, doing just fine. Setting out on the porch reading, beautiful weather though rain 
should be coming along later today and for the next few days. 
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It’s Spring here. Sunny and warm one day then cold and miserable the next (like today). 
 
Michael Pargman Sorry about this (late orders). It's the result of a congestion of fanzine deadlines, with 
Variable Pig being the last to arrive, and emerging health issues. In the last month I've had two skin operations 
on the back of my thigh to remove a skin cancer mole and take a biopsy from a sentinel mode. Now I must wait 
another 4-5 weeks on the results. During the operations I've had great anaesthesia and haven't felt a thing, and 
now there is some straining in the wounds but not much pain. 

I read about your health issues in the latest issue of ODE and wondered if your orders might be late. I 

had a mole removed from above my left knee back in 2005 that was found to be malignant, but we 

caught it early and it was removed completely. I now get an annual skin check by professionals but 

also check regularly myself. I hope that the operations have been successful and that you’re starting to 

feel better.  
 
Mike Townsend We are well thanks.  But certainly, cannot say that we are unaffected personally 
now.  Whatever I would say now will be completely changed by the time you publish, so almost pointless to say 
anything - but I will anyway!  It just feels like a war, and the type of spirit that we had (so I am told) in the last 
war is what we are all going to need to get through this.  I suspect that the World might be quite a different 
place after this has blown through - I hope I am wrong about this. 

Glad to hear that you’re doing well. I’m not sure what will happen with the coronavirus, but I think it 

will depend on the time needed and number affected. I’ve heard that China is starting to return to 

normal, although it still has time to go. Fingers crossed. 
 
Mike Townsend Yes it is.  Our factories are back up and running, albeit with restrictions.  There are also 
quite some travel restrictions still in place.  Risk is though that they get reinfected from Europe. Keep safe and I 
hope that you are not seriously impacted in your life. 

I’ve been working from home for the last two weeks and have only been out three time – once for a 

blood test, another for my Oncologist’s appointment (regular check-up) and once to check on some 

lab results. All three times, I did get some shopping, but that’s about all. 
 
Michael Pargman I've had a bit of a hard time to concentrate this week. I was all set to go back to work 
last Monday when my manager sent out orders to work from home and only let those that really need to be at 
the head office go there. So now we've started every morning with a Skype meeting to get the day started. The 
first couple of days were difficult with the programs and connections not working properly. But it has become 
better and better and on Thursday I took part in an online cooperative workshop that worked out surprisingly 
well. But I'm not used to work from home, so things go slower, communications are slower and at the end of the 
day I'm much more tired than normally. 

I also don’t find it easy working from home. I don’t really have a home office which doesn’t help, 

although hopefully we have fixed that today. I’ve set up a regular call with my technician each day to 

make sure that the lab work is still getting coordinated, but I’ve largely been catching up on admin 

which isn’t very stimulating. I did go into the lab yesterday to look at some results. Hopefully it will 

get better. 
 
Steve Guest Reasonably settled in working from home now. 
Richard Smith I've set up my home office on the dining table with two laptops and a large screen, and 
we're contributing to the current internet bandwidth overload with video meetings on Skype and Google 
Hangouts Meet. Our family do on Sunday is cancelled (but couldn't we all have sat 2 metres apart, no 
coughing?) 

I worked from our dining room table the first week, but then rearranged our computer room to an 

office at the weekend. It’s still not perfect, but a lot more comfortable. I suspect there will be quite a 

few ergonomic problems when this is all over. 
 
Michael Pargman Also, following the news is not great fun. This will be a truly gruesome year for so many 
people, companies and maybe even societies. 

The news isn’t much fun although it’s hopefully less toxic than some of the “social media”. 
 
Michael Pargman So gaming is a great outlet of fun, currently only through the pbm-fanzines. Now, I've 
stayed home alone these two last weeks because of my surgery.  
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Three mid-size events (80-250 people) have been cancelled for the next two months, but we'll see what 
happens with some small-group game gatherings playing 18xx that I've signed up to. Hope everything is well 
with you and your family. 

Yes indeed – online gaming is a great outlet. We’re all doing OK here. Jacqueline hasn’t been out for 

14 days now, except our daily walks where we can keep a good distance from others. I’ve only been 

out twice since last Friday, once to get a regular blood test and once to visit the lab. I did do some 

small shopping both times. 
 
Murray Egan Anyway, COVID has changed everything. I have had to cancel 3 more meetings since 
our last email exchange. I believe this could push us into recession if it goes on too long. 

I fear your right, although hopefully that will be the worst of it. There are some signs of optimism as 

many the tradeshows we had planned are starting to reschedule for fall. We’re also starting to set up 

online meetings with customers. 
 
Tom Howell Out here in Clallam County, many small businesses are (or at least have been) staying 
open.  The County Offices and the Hospital and the Medical clinic I frequent have all gotten weird.  I went into 
the County to pay my property tax bill only to find the Treasurer's office closed.  There was a sign saying just 
drop it in the box on the wall.  No way I'm giving them a check without a receipt, so no dice.  Basically, the same 
at the clinic.  At the hospital  all the doors were locked except the front entrance.  Some guy all dressed up in 
black with SECURITY plastered across his chest stopped me with questions about whether I had a fever or a 
cough or trouble breathing.  I told him it's alder pollen season, so I have a drippy nose - but none of the rest of 
it, and that I hadn't seen anyone for two or three days.  Then he wanted to know what I was doing there.  Told 
him I was supposed to see someone in the Cardio unit.  He wanted to walk me down there, but I told him I knew 
where it is.  Later, at the Physical Therapy centre, I learned that Clallam County had its first confirmed case: 
some old guy who'd gone over to King County and brought it back. 

How are things there now? Washington State was one of the first affected, so have more places started 

to close yet? 
 
Carolyn Townsend I hope you are well.  Like has suddenly changed. No food, no Glastonbury and worse 
still – No Croppers - one assumes anyway as everything else has been cancelled. 

I heard about Glastonbury, but so far Cropredy is still alive, at least according to the Fairport 

website. They’re hoping that with the Festival still 5 months away, they can keep it going. We’re 

hoping so as we have already made other plans for the week earlier, although we haven’t booked 

flights yet. 
 
Carolyn Townsend Are you still working ? is that in the office or home.  I am doing a combination of the two 
as not all my team have laptops.  I am just about to set myself up to work in the dining room as Mike has gone 
for the Study.  I am sure the divorce rate will explode families spend time together.   

I’m now working from home as Evonik has asked all those employees that can work from home to do 

so. I had planned to go to the lab tomorrow, but I’m not sure if this will be possible. Unfortunately, we 

don’t really have an office, so I’ve been working on the dining room table. I will have to reorganize 

the computer room if the expected duration increases.  
 
Carolyn Townsend Adam is now home from Uni.  Rachel is happy to have her A levels cancelled and 
hopefully she will get the grades to go to Cardiff Uni. As all 4 of us all spend time locked in the house will be 
challenging.  Fresh food is now a challenge.  We may be going veggie due to a lack of fresh meat rather than a 
dietary need.  I did panic buy a couple of bars of chocolate just in case.  These will have been eaten before you 
publish this so apologies Mike, but you know I don’t share chocolate!!! And you will never find the wrappers! 

Fortunately, it’s only the two of us here, so food is less of a problem. We also stocked up a week or 

two before everything went crazy, so we’re well supplied although Jacqueline also did some shopping 

last week that helped. I went to the supermarket near my work today – loads of vegetables but the 

meat section was almost empty. I didn’t check the frozen food section, but it looked depleted. No toilet 

rolls or tissues. It is crazy. 
 
Bob Gingell All seems fine, but I suppose I am at risk. no-one is wearing masks, so paranoia has 
not yet set in (although from what I understand masks are not much protection). 

I don’t think so. They’re also in short supply. 
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John Hopkins A useful and topical recap, especially for those who (like me) haven't studied maths 
this century. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kas0tIxDvrg&feature=youtu.be. 

Thanks John – hope you’re not on the chart 
 
John Hopkins I believe Sarah and I are not.  We started self-isolating 7 days ago (something 
reinforced today in the UK). Neither of us has any symptoms. Yet. Trust the same is true of you and yours. 

We’re both OK and have been mostly self-isolating for 10 days. I say mostly as I have had to go out 

twice – once for a regular blood test and the second time to check on some project results in our lab 

(without meeting anyone). I also did a small amount of shopping both days. 
 
John Hopkins P.S. But I've read too many dystopian science fiction novels to sleep altogether well 
(they all start like this). 

Plenty of time to read dystopian novels now… 
 
Dane Maslen I'm now home from Finland three days earlier than planned. From what I've read 
recently I'm beginning to think that in terms of its response to COVID-19 maybe the USA will do better than the 
UK.  Currently we seem to be doing too little too late in a big way. 

Glad to hear that you got home safely, although sorry that you had to leave early. How bad was the 

situation in Finland? 
 
Dane Maslen As of Wednesday Finland was yet to have a death, but the number of cases is now 
quite high considering the size of the country.  They've started to take some sensible steps (schools have 
closed) but not others (hotels are still open). 

The US seems to be starting to take more definite action, although it’s still inconsistent from state to 

state. Governor Wolf of Pennsylvania has ordered that all non-essential businesses shut down earlier 

this week and many counties now have stay at home orders.. The UK still seems to be reacting. 
 
Dane Maslen The UK is heading towards disaster.  At the very least London should be in lockdown 
and quarantined, but it could well be that the whole country should be in lockdown.  We are now within a day or 
so of when Italy went into lockdown and we're well past the state that Hubei was apparently in when it was 
locked down.  I say 'apparently' because there are strong suspicions that the early Chinese figures were too low 
because the local officials had been suppressing testing. 

And on that cheery note, it’s a wrap. Stay safe everyone and I look forward to hearing your survival 

stories next time. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Work Rest and Play 
 

Game 14 – Round Three 
 
Roger finally gets off the mark, as he slaves away the whole day. Steve and Arthur continue to vary their 
strategies but share the rest and play credits. 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Roger 50-49-1 50-49-1 97-2-1     

Steve 56-39-5 50-49-1 61-38-1     

Arthur 50-49-1 53-45-2 56-34-10     

 
Roger: 1 x 0 x 0 = 0 
Steve: 1 x 2 x 1 = 2 
Arthur:  1 x 1 x 2 = 2 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kas0tIxDvrg&feature=youtu.be
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Teadance 
 

Game 8 – Game End Statements 
 
Steve Ham (Comprehensive Winner) Thanks to Roger and Arthur for the game. Of course, I enjoyed it though I 
think the first round bids determined an outcome that wasn't going to change. Having got some women to 
attend this proved to be a valuable incentive to capture the men! I think the Liberals must be at a disadvantage 
in this game so if there is another game I'd be keen to give them a go, to see. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Lyric Quiz 
 

Game Fifteen – Round One of Five 
 
1) “To my surprise, one hundred stories high, People getting loose y'all, getting down on the roof” (70s) 

“Disco Inferno” by The Trammps 
Doug Kent, Andy York, David Cowie, John Hopkins (song only), Jacqueline Reader (song only), Steve Guest 
 
2) “You've been living like a little girl, In the middle of your little world. And your mind, your tiny mind, You know 
you've really been so blind.” (60s) 
 “Fire” by The Crazy World of Arthur Brown 

David Cowie, John Hopkins, Steve Guest 
 
3) “But Swiss time was running out, It seemed that we would lose the race” (70s) 
   “Smoke on the Water” by Deep Purple 
Doug Kent, Andy York, David Cowie, John Hopkins, Richard Smith, Jacqueline Reader, John Walker, Steve 
Guest 
 
4) “They got a message from the Action Man, "I'm happy, hope you're happy too” (80s) 
   “Ashes to Ashes” by David Bowie 
Doug Kent, Brendan Whyte (singer only), Dane Maslen (singer only), David Cowie, Richard Smith, Jacqueline 
Reader, Murray Egan, Martin Walker, Steve Guest 
 
5) “The time has come, A fact's a fact, It belongs to them, Let's give it back” (80s) 
   “Beds are Burning” by Midnight Oil 
Doug Kent, Brendan Whyte, Andy York, David Cowie, Martin Walker 
 
6) “Whenever I'm with him, Something inside, Starts to burning, And I'm filled with desire” (60s)  
   “Heat Wave” by Martha and the Vandellas Richard Smith, Murray Egan, John Walker,  
Doug Kent (song only), Andy York, Steve Guest 
 
7) “I've seen the morning in the mountains of Alaska, I've seen the sunset in the East and in the West” (70s) 
   “Far Far Away” by Slade 
John Hopkins, Richard Smith 
 
8) “Heartbeat, increasing heartbeat, You hear the thunder of stampeding rhinos, elephants and tacky tigers”  
   “This Town Ain’t Big Enough for the Both of Us” by Sparks (70s) 
Doug Kent (singer only), John Hopkins (song only), Richard Smith, Martin Walker 
 
9) “But there's a side to you, That I never knew, never knew, All the things you'd say, They were never true, 
never true” (2010s) 
 “Set Fire to the Rain” by Adele 
Andy York, John Walker (song only), Murray Egan, Steve Guest 
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10) “Say my name, sun shines through the rain, A whole life so lonely, then come and ease the pain, I don't 
want to lose this feeling” (80s) 
   “Eternal Flame” by The Bangles  
Doug Kent, Brendan Whyte, Dane Maslen, Andy York, David Cowie, Richard Smith, Jacqueline Reader, Murray 
Egan, Martin Walker (song only), Steve Guest 
 
The theme was fire or heat. Song 7 was taken from the movie “Slade in Flame”. 
 

Comments 
 
Doug Kent 
Some of these are easy and I’m just going with them if I instantly recognize them: 
6. Heat Wave – I’m going to put Linda Ronstadt here since so many artists did this song and I had a huge crush 
on her 
8. A Sparks song which I can’t remember the title of, I got all my initial Sparks knowledge thanks to Jane 
Wiedlin who did Cool Places with them and when younger started the first Sparks fa newsletter 
9. 2010’s?  99.9% I’ve never heard whatever it is.  Unless you are including some of MY artists of the decade, 
which you wouldn’t 
10. Eternal Flame – Bangles 
2 and 7 no clue whatsoever 
 
Brendan Whyte 
5. Midnight Oil, Beds are burning. (white guilt anthem) 
10. errata "then *you* come and ease the pain".  Bangles. Eternal flame. 
 
Dane Maslen 
4) “First the good news: I know the tune.  Now the bad news: I don't know the title or the group.  I'll randomly 
guess at DAVID BOWIE. 
10) See number 4 for my initial reaction!  But after a few minutes I've managed to place the group.  It's THE 
BANGLES.  Now, can I identify the song without playing the CD?  Yes, it turns out that ETERNAL FLAME was 
correct, though I did subsequently play the CD (it was a good excuse to listen to it) to confirm my suspicions. 
 
John Hopkins 
6. "Burning Desire", by Jimi Hendrix 
And the theme is "Combustion". Link from song 7 = no idea, guv. 
 
Richard Smith 
The theme is fire and the connection for #7 must be it gets sung in the Slade In Flame movie. 

You got it. I’ve always been a Slade fan and Far Far Away was one of their best. Poignant lyrics from 

a Glam Rock band 
 
Steve Guest 
Theme: fire 
1. Sounds like disco + fire theme 
6. Probably got this via the old Who cover. 
9. Thought this rang a bell. You had the same lyric a few issues ago with the rain theme. 
2. You've had this before as well. 

No surprise that I’ve repeated some lyrics – I don’t keep a track of all the songs I’ve used, although I 

do try to use different parts of the song if I know I’ve used it before. The themes are good for helping 

me choose songs but increase the chance I will use a song again. Care to volunteer a set of lyrics? 
 
David Cowie 
7) "Fire and rain" by Jackson Brown.  
Theme: FIRE. Don't see how they link to no. 7 (if I'm right about it) apart from it being another example of the 
theme.  
 
John Walker 
9 Rolling in the deep - Adele 
10 Still thinking about this one, inspiration may strike in the next week. 
Theme=Break-up songs 
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Jacqueline Reader 
Link is fire  
 
 
Scores 
 
It was round 5 of 5 last round, so belated congratulations to Andy York. We start a new round of 5 this time. 
 
Steve Guest 15 (15) 
David Cowie 13 (13) 
Richard Smith 12 (12) 
Doug Kent  12 (12) 
Andy York 12 (12) 
Jacqueline Reader 10 (10) 
Martin Walker   7 (7) 
John Hopkins   8 (8) 
Murray Egan   6 (6) 
John Walker   3 (3) 
Brendan Whyte   5 (5) 
Dane Maslen   3 (3) 
 
 

Game Fifteen – Round Two of Five 
 
Anyone can play. Score 1 point each for the artist and song title for each song below. There is also a bonus 
point for identifying the common theme to the songs below. 
 
1) “On a silent summer evening, The sky's alive with light, A building in the distance, Surrealistic sight” (80s) 
2) “Love is a fire of flaming brandy, Upon a crepe suzette, Let's get this romance cooking, honey” (70s) 
3) “Thibodaux, Fontaineaux, the place is buzzin', A kinfolk come to see Yvonne by the dozen, Dressed in style 
they go hog wild, me oh my oh” (50s) 
4) “The sirens are screaming, and the fires are howling, Way down in the valley tonight.” (70s) 
5) “Oh shit, There goes the charabanc, Looks like I'm gonna be stuck here the whole summer” (70s) 
6) “But behind the chalet, My holiday's complete, And I feel like William Tell, Maid Marian on her tiptoed fee” 
(80s) 
7) “I like the enchiladas and the teriyaki too; I even like the chicken if the sauce is not too blue” (80s) 
8) “I'm no schoolboy but I know what I like, You should have heard them just around midnight” (70s) 
9) “But I'm in so deep, You know I'm such a fool for you, You've got me wrapped around your finger” (90s) 
10) “Drove my Chevy to the levee but the levee was dry, Them good ole boys were drinking whiskey 'n' Rye” 
(70s) 
 
 

Game Fifteen – Bonus Round (Rush) 
 
1. “What you say about his company, Is what you say about society” 
 Tom Sawyer 
Doug Kent, Andy York, David Cowie, Richard Smith, Jacqueline Reader, Murray Egan 
 
2. “All the world's indeed a stage, And we are merely players, Performers and portrayers, Each another's 
audience 
Outside the gilded cage” 
 Limelight 
Doug Kent, Andy York, David Cowie, Jacqueline Reader, Steve Guest 
 
3. “In the basement bars, In the backs of cars, Be cool or be cast out” 
 Subdivisions 
Doug Kent, Andy York, David Cowie, Richard Smith, Jacqueline Reader, Murray Egan, Steve Guest 
 
4. “It seems to me, I could live my life, A lot better than I think I am, I guess that's why they call me,” 
 Working Man 
Doug Kent, Andy York, David Cowie, Richard Smith, Murray Egan, Steve Guest 
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5. “We've taken care of everything, From words you read and to songs you sing, The pictures that give pleasure 
to your eyes.” 
 Temples of Syrinx (from 2112) 
Andy York, David Cowie, Richard Smith, Steve Guest 
 
6. “Invisible airwaves crackle with life, Bright antenna bristle with the energy, Emotional feedback on timeless 
wavelength, Bearing a gift beyond price, almost free” 
 Spirit of Radio 
Doug Kent, Andy York, David Cowie, Richard Smith, Jacqueline Reader, Murray Egan, Martin Walker, Steve 
Guest 
 
7. “The Blacksmith and the Artist, Reflect it in their art, They forge their creativity” 
 Closer to the Heart 
Doug Kent, Andy York, David Cowie, Jacqueline Reader, Steve Guest 
 
8. “You can choose a ready guide in some celestial voice, If you choose not to decide, you still have made a 
choice” 
 Free Will 
Doug Kent, Andy York, David Cowie, Richard Smith, Murray Egan, Steve Guest 
 
9. “I spin around with shrieking tires, to run the deadly race, Go screaming through the valley as another joins 
the chase” 
 Red Barchetta 
Doug Kent, Andy York, David Cowie 
 
10. “Unstable condition: A symptom of life, In mental and environmental Change” 
 Vital Signs 
Doug Kent, Andy York 
 
11. “Too many hands on my time, too many feelings, Too many things on my mind, When I leave I don't know 
what I'm hoping to find, And when I leave I don't know what I'm leaving behind” 
 The Analog Kid (from the album “Signals”) 
Richard Smith 
 
12. “The righteous rise, with burning eyes , Of hatred and ill-will, Madmen fed on fear and lies, To beat, and 
burn, and kill” 
 Witch Hunt (from the album “Moving Pictures”) 
 
Comments 
 
Doug Kent 
Rush…I have a strong knowledge of their 80’s and early 90’s work, light prior, even lighter after. Permanent 
Waves and Moving Pictures got the most play from me, and Exit Stage Left, with some play of the albums after. 
4. New Age Man?  Or not…wait the other man song, working man.   
10. Vital Signs, you’re sticking to my wheelhouse on this list 
11. I’m going to say Time Stand Still but it isn’t, I love that song, and this isn’t it 

Time Stand Still is another favourite of mine, but I don’t rate the album it’s on very much. Moving 

Pictures, Signals and Grace Under Pressure are the ones I listen to most 
 
Richard Smith 
I've got a fair few Rush albums, 2112 and Signals are my favourites. Whilst Peart's drumming was universally 
lauded, his lyrics did court some controversy due to their apparent support for the philosophical ideas of Ayn 
Rand (e.g. "objectivism"). 

2112 was certainly controversial lyrically due to the association with Ayn Rand, but some of his later 

lyrics were quite different.  
 
Dane Maslen 
As for the bonus round, to the best of my knowledge I know no Rush songs whatsoever, so I'm not going to 
score any points there. 
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John Hopkins 
As for Neil Peart, who he? 
 
John Walker 
Hmmm, maybe easy for a rush fan, I remember them from the eighties?, but can't name any songs 
 
Scores 
 
Andy York 10 
Doug Kent   9 
David Cowie   9 
Steve Guest       8 
Richard Smith   7 
Jacqueline Reader   5 
Murray Egan   5 
 

Congratulations to Andy: thanks everyone for taking part 
 

* * * * * 
 

BY POPULAR DEMAND 
 

Round Five – Letter C 
 
1. A Vegetable: Carrot (18): Cabbage, Corn and Cucumber all score 1.  

I thought carrot would do well but did expect more votes for cabbage at least. 

2. A Bird: Crow (13), Cuckoo (4), Canary (3) and chicken scores 1 

This was another question where I was surprised by the number of votes for one species.  

3. An Item of Clothing: Coat (14), Cap (7), all score 1 

I must admit that I thought there were more options for this category than the two selected, but I really 

can’t think of them now. 

4. Part of the human body: Chest (10), Chin (4), Cranium (2), Calf (2): Cock, Cerebral Cortex, Colon  all 
score 1. 

Chin and chest were my first thoughts when setting the question, although I did wonder if someone 

would take the naughty option. 

5. A Town or City in the US: Chicago (20), Columbus all score 1. 

A clear winner for the windy city, as I expected, although there are a lot of other options (especially in 

Ohio). 

6. Something you might see in the Countryside: Cow / Cows (16), Cloud / Clouds (2): Crops, Cottage and 
Countryside all score 1. 

I wasn’t expecting cows at all, damn! 

 
Congratulations to Murray Egan, Martin Walker, Steve Guest and Mike Pollard who scored the maximum 91. 
* Doug Kent joins the game with a score equal to the lowest score from last round 
 
For the sixth round, the letter is A. The categories are 
 

1. An Animal 
2. An English football (soccer) team 
3. A Current World Leader 
4. A brand of medicine 
5. A famous Ancient Greek 
6. Something you might see inside a car 
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Player Vegetable Bird Clothing Human 
Body Part 

US Town or 
City 

Countryside  

John Walker 
 

Carrot Chicken Coat Chest Chicago Cow (79) 
365 

Martin 
Walker 

Carrot Crow Coat Chest Chicago Cows (91) 
364 

Steve Guest 
 

Carrot Crow Coat Chest Chicago Cow (91) 
364 

Michael 
Pargman 

Carrot Crow Coat Chest Chicago Cottage (76) 
343 

Roger 
Trethewey 

Carrot Crow Coat Chin Chicago Cow (85) 
329 

Dane Maslen 
 

Cabbage Crow Cap Chest Chicago Cow (67) 
323 

Mike Pollard Carrot Crow Coat Chest Chicago Cows (91) 
321 

Steve Ham Carrot Crow Coat Chin Chicago Clouds (71) 
303 

Murray Egan 
 

Carrot Crow Coat Chest Chicago Cow (91) 
296 

Allan Stagg 
 

Carrot Cuckoo Cap Chin Chicago Cows (69) 
296 

Brendan 
Whyte 

Carrot Canary Coat Chest Chicago Cows (81) 
295 

Richard 
Smith 

Carrot Canary Cap Cerebral 
Cortex 

Chicago Cows (65) 
294 

Bob Gingell Carrot Cuckoo Coat Cock Chicago Cow (73) 
279 

Andrew York 
 

Corn Crow Coat Cranium Chicago Cow (66) 
274 

Arthur Owen Carrot Cuckoo Coat Colon Columbus Cows (54) 
257 

Jacqueline 
Reader 

Cucumber Cuckoo Coat Chest Chicago Cows (65) 
255 

Chris Hibbert 
 

Carrot Crow Cap Chin Chicago Cow (78) 
254 

Brad Martin 
 

Carrot Crow Cap Calf Chicago Crops (61) 
251 

Doug Kent Carrot Canary Coat Calf Chicago Cow (73) 
246* 

Tom Howell Carrot Crow Cap Cranium Chicago Countryside (61) 
234 

MY 
CHOICES 

Carrot Crow Cap Chest Chicago Cloud (70) 
268 

 
Players Comments 
 
Doug Kent  
Canary – although my instinct says to choose cardinal, I’ll go with the songbird 
 
Mike Pollard 
I've never been so confident that I'll get maximum points, so undoubtedly disaster awaits!  Like the time we 
spent at an expensive hotel in Chester which ran out of marmalade at breakfast and couldn't even be bothered 
to send someone out to a local shop for more.....not even by the next day.  There's a well-known trick you can 
play on people where one of the answers is always carrot, but it relies on distraction and induced haste, so I no 
longer have any truck with it.  Meaningless points for identifying the reference!  Bonus points for having visited 
Highgate Cemetery and explaining the connection....... 
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Tom Howell 
Looks to me like John Walker got the high score of 60, not Dane's 59... 
 
Steve Ham 
Didn’t John, not Dane, win the last round? 

Yes, my mistake. Sorry John 
 
Dane Maslen 
In the R4 report you wrote "Congratulations to Dane Maslen who both scored 59 from a maximum of 
64."  That's a funnier mistake than you might realise (incidentally John Walker scored 60).  Back when I used to 
play postal Dip a set of my orders for Austria in a game in Dolchstoss failed to make it through the post to 
Richard Sharp.  This was particularly unfortunate as my ally (Italy) had signed his units over to me for that 
season, so we both NMRed.  Thereafter I took the precaution of sending Dip orders twice, posting each set of 
orders in a different post box.  When I later started playing Dip in Richard Egan's zine Vienna, he found this 
behaviour sufficiently unusual that he declared that there must be two Dane Maslen’s (as indeed there are, 
though not in the Hobby: when googling for my own name several years ago I was once shocked to discover 
one in New Zealand).  When eventually I played a game in Vienna as Austria-Hungary, I started with the press 
"Dane-Dane: Oh, good!  A country each." 

Doh – I even used a grammar check that didn’t pick that up. I was once contacted by a Jim Reader 

when we were living in Japan. He sings country music out in Montana and the Plains.  
 
Dane Maslen 
I'm very dubious about my answers for 3 and 4. 
 
Brendan Whyte 
4. Cock? Chest! 
 
Bob Gingell 
4) Cock [Chest, Chin, Cheek, Calf, Cornea, Coccyx, Collarbone, Clavicle? - Chest seems like the only other 
reasonable one.] 
 
Jacqueline Reader 

Cucumber (courgette came to mind first but there’s less points with zucchini 🤣) 

 
Steve Ham 
Bird - Crow (sadly I don’t think there'll be any votes for the Chough) 
Something you might see in the countryside - Clouds (I must be missing something here – haven’t been out the 
countryside for some time now) 
 
Murray Egan 
2. A Bird    Crow  (not to be confused with the virus laden bird CoROWna) 
 
Tom Howell 
1) Carrot  <- thank Uncle Connie for that one... 
2) Cormorant  - Or Crow.  Wonder how cowbirds will fare? I hate this second guessing.  Make mine Crow (he 
says, taking a huge second helping). 
3) Well.  I had 'Cravat' written down, but let's make it 'cap'. I take it you adjusted the numbering for the last 
three? 
4) Cranium  <- although my first thought was cuticle 
5) Chicago  <- not gonna second guess this one! 
6) Countryside  <- Really, Jim?  Sometimes you make it too easy! 
 
Michael Pargman 
I hope the choices I choose not to: Chicken and Cow (in the countryside) are more popular. 
 

* * * * * 
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6 Nimmt! 13 
 

Round Four 
 
Bob Pitman did not send orders this round for personal reasons, so his cards were played by the GM this 
round using my normal 6 Nimmt! tactics. Tom finally scores a point but stays in the lead and Kev moves into 
second place. 
 

HAND 1 HAND 2 HAND 3 HAND 4 

      98    50     97 

  100    92   44 35 94    71 

  99  96 20 88   42 31 93 51   70 

29  92 97 90 18 85 83  40% 30 92 44   60 

27* 96 86 95 67 2@ 84 80# 4% 36 29 91$ 43 65~ 39& 59 

2 1 10 3 4 5 10 4 1 10 10 6 7 2 1 9 

 
Tom Howell plays 9 to column 1 in Hand 1, 96 in Hand 2, 44 in Hand 3 and 44 in Hand 4.  Score = 1 
Kev Lee plays 22 in Hand 1, 83 in Hand 2, 94 in Hand 3 and 26 in Hand 4.   Score = 3 
Bob Gingell plays 97 in Hand 1, 20 in Hand 2, 36 in Hand 3 and 19 in Hand 4.   Score = 10 
John Walker plays 29 in Hand 1, 77 in Hand 2, 93 in Hand 3 and 39 in Hand 4.   Score = 12 
Carolyn Townsend plays 23 in Hand 1, 54 in Hand 2, 42 in Hand 3 and 51 in Hand 4.  Score = 16 
Bob Pitman plays 17 in Hand 1, 18 in Hand 2, 4 to column 1 in Hand 3 and 1 to column 3 in Hand 4.   
             Score = 16 
Dane Maslen plays 25 in Hand 1, 80 in Hand 2, 92 in Hand 3 and 4 in Hand 4.   Score = 36 
Arthur Owen plays 95 in Hand 1, 2 to column 2 in Hand 2, 40 in Hand 3 and 65 in Hand 4. Score = 40 
Steve Ham plays 27 in Hand 1, 43 in Hand 2, 91 in Hand 3 and 15 in Hand 4.   Score = 48 
 
* Tom takes column 1 (104) of hand 1 for 1 point and Steve takes the same column for 10 points (9, 17, 22, 23 
and 25)  
! Arthur takes column 4 of hand 1 for 7 points (4, 6, 8, 14 and 30) 
@ Arthur takes column 2 of hand 2 for 3 points (8, 39 and 41) 
# Dane takes column 4 of hand 2 for 11 points (34, 40, 43, 54 and 77) 
% Bob P takes column 1 of hand 3 for 7 points (19, 20, 21, 26 and 38) 
^ Bob G takes column 2 of hand 3 for 9 points (2, 3, 6, 11 and 13) 
$ Steve takes column 4 of hand 3 for 13 points (55, 56, 57, 60 and 61) 
& Bob P takes column 3 of hand 4 for 1 point (49) and John takes the same column for 6 points (1, 4, 15, 19 
and 26) 
~ Arthur takes column 2 of hand 4 for 11 points (33, 37, 38, 50 and 53) 
 
Reminder: This game will again have four hands. The first two will be regular 6 Nimmt games with all 104 cards 
used for the initial deals. The third hand will be only use cards numbered 1 – 94 so all cards will be in play. The 
fourth hand will be a perfect distribution game – each player will get one car in the range 1 – 10, another from 
the range 11 – 20 and so on.  
 
Questions 
 
Kev: Points arising – I think Arthur should have 21 points and John should have 13 points? 
 
John:   I'm sure you will have been "notified", that Bob G has played two 40's in hand 4 of 6 Nimmt! i.e. 
40 and 47. Unless 40 is categorised as being in the 30 band 

I probably didn’t make this clear, but the bands in hand 4 are 1-10, 11-20, 21-30 and so on. Bob has 

played 40 (31-40 band) and 47 (41 – 50 band), so these are OK. You were the first to ask, but I am 

surprised it hasn’t been checked before. 
 

* * * * * 
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Backpacks and Blisters 3 
 

Round Seven 
 
14.00 – 14.20 
 
Tarn Hallow strolled west out of Rathwaite and stopped to admire a local beauty spot. Eddie Inclowds braved 
the rain to complete his ascent of High Rigg, soon followed by Cloudy Uphere. Brad Berry got a move on and 
barely glimpsed Braithwaite on his way to Thornthwaite. Honor Kleedae meanwhile stayed put nursing her 
heavy rucksack and blister. Finally, War Keys  found the beauty spot south of Grange. 
 
It was time for another vote on the rucksack. War Keys, Cloudy Uphere and Brad Berry all forgot to vote, 
leaving Eddie Inclowds to get IT once more on a 2 – 1 vote against Tarn Hallow. 
 
14.20 – 14.40 
 
The newly burdened Eddie Inclowds headed downhill from High Rigg while Cloudy Uphere went the other 
way at high speed. Brad slowed down as he climbed the ascent overlooking Brathwaite. Relieved of the 
rucksack, Honor Kleedae set forth towards Grisedale Pike, while War Keys  started his ascent of Dale Head 
but was overtaken by Tarn Hallow. 
 

Player 14.00 – 14.20 14.20 – 14.40 Location Goods Score 

War Keys 
Brendan 
Whyte 

Catbells (3O) to 146 Red Tarn (2T2O) to 142 142 2 x 50p 37 

Tarn Hallow 
Brad Martin 

Hindscarth (2O) to 151 Grasmoor (3T1O) to 
Dale Head 

Dale Head - 
Chocolate 

46 

Eddie 
Inclowds 
Bob Gingell 

Blencathra (3T) to High 
Rigg 

Skiddaw (3O) to 232 232 - 
Rucksack! 

52 

Cloudy 
Uphere 
Arthur Owen 

Great Gable (1T3O) to 
High Rigg 

Stile End (2T3O) to 253 253 2 x 50p 41 

Brad Berry 
John Walker 

Great Calva (1T5O) to 
Thornthwaite 

Thornthwaite Forest 
(1T1O) to 84 

84 1 x  
Chocolate 

29 

Honor 
Kleedae 
Steve Ham 

Discards blister Styhead Tarn (3T2O) to 
87 

87 - 
 

30 

 
Please can players send orders for next time moves with their moves from 14.40 – 15.00 and the coffee break 
at 15.00 when players must simply discard a card. Arthur will move first from 14.40 – 15.00. The next vote for 
the Heavy Rucksack will be at 15.20, after the coffee break at the end of the round. Please remember to include 
votes for the heavy rucksack with your orders. The weather for 14.40 – 15.00 is rainy and 15.00 – 15.20 is 
sunny. The card deck will be shuffled next round.  
 
The targets are Skiddaw, Grisedale Pike, High Rigg, Blea Tarn and Dale Head. Reminder: Ferries move at 20 
minutes past the hour and buses at 40 minutes past the hour. Lunch is at 1pm and Coffee at 3pm. 
 
Places Visited 
Brendan:  High Rigg, Walla Crag, Bleaberry, High Seat, Blea Tarn, High Tove, Lodore Falls 
Brad:  High Rigg, Greathow Wood, Thirlspot, Wythburn, Blea Tarn, Rathwaite 
Bob:  Dale Head, Blea Tarn, Walla Crag, Bleaberry, High Rigg 
Arthur:  Lords Seat, Doll Wood, Skiddaw, High Rigg 
John:  Fortinscale, Catbells, Grange, Dale Head, Portinscale, Thornthwaite 
Steve:  Stone Circle, High Rigg, Thirlspot, Blea Tarn, Rathwaite, Portinscale, Braithwaite 
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Further Comment 
 
Bob Gingell  
First, you are of course right that FTF play is not simultaneous. I had read Howard Bishop's postal rules and 
assumed wrongly that the phased simultaneous movement in those rules came from the original game.  
 
The 2nd edition of B&B released in 2017 has streamlined some of the rules: in particular the rucksack changes 
hands after 2 turns rather than after 3 turns. This move to a 40-minute time period supports your keeping to 60 
minutes rather than Howard Bishop's 80 minutes for postal play and recognises that snatching the rucksack 
from another player is rare and it moves on almost always by vote. The new rules do not allow snatching from 
or dumping the rucksack on a player passed or in the same location. The lunch and coffee stops do not count 
against the 40 minutes, which is another new rule. 

I’ve not seen the 2nd edition B&B as I still have my ancient copy of the original (and More B&B). We 

still play it occasionally. I’m not sure that I think the new rules are an improvement, as I have seen 

players trying to snatch the rucksack in the final stages of the game (to gain the 5 points). I might give 

the 40-minute rule, no transfer a try in the future as it would fit the postal schedule better. 
 
The map is the same, but the walking pack has been increased from 53 to 74 cards to include all the locations 
adjacent to Keswick, the cafes and the bus stops, which previously had no cards. It looks as if there is one extra 
of each type of walking card, plus a fifth blister and a third change of weather card. The rucksack is shuffled into 
the top 10 cards of the pack so will always come out early. The revised deck of cards has greatly increased the 
number of circle locations so that there are now roughly the same number of card locations with circles as with 
triangles (as opposed to half the number in the original card deck). 

The extra cards would be a plus, although I don’t know if loading the rucksack early would make too 

much difference. The change to the secret desire rule is also a good idea as the double score is quite 

powerful and can unbalance the game. I also like the idea for scoring points for bus rides.  
 
Other rule changes include ferries and buses being available at all times, secret desires giving +2 instead of 
double points and, perhaps more significantly, players only getting one coin at the start plus a bar of chocolate 
but gaining another coin at lunch and a third at the coffee stop. Only one chocolate bar can be carried at any 
one time. Buses give 3 points (for the variety of views) and it looks like this is in addition to the 2 points for the 
destination (unless you are returning to Keswick in which case you would only score the 3 points). That adds to 
the attractiveness of the buses as well as giving you something useful to do with the extra coin after the coffee 
stop. Refreshments / Cup of Tea (only up until 4pm at Keswick) give 5 points instead of 3 points, but the coins 
are worth nothing at the end of the game so getting back in time for a cup of tea seems good.  

I’m not so keen on having the ferries and buses available each turn. I think it’s part of the game trying 

to optimize your routes to reach these at the right time. The money at lunch and tea seem a bit strange 

– I can see why this might help the game, but I can’t see a reason why people would gain money at 

lunch or tea. I could also imagine forgetting this as a GM. I’d be more inclined to give players 

another 50p and a bar of chocolate at lunch. The change of scores for refreshments and returning 

money sound good to me. 
 
The new edition also adds a set of 6 equipment tiles from which players choose 1 and which are chosen afresh 
at lunch and again at the coffee stop. The equipment tiles offer a range of benefits and are initially chosen in 
player order (so might be random in postal play) but after lunch and coffee stops they are chosen by the players 
in reverse score order. The tiles are Guide Book (+5 instead of +2 for secret desires), Sun Protection (+1 for 
any location scored in sunny weather), Binoculars (+2 when scoring a mountain location), Compass (draw an 
extra card after reaching a mountain location, but discard one of the two cards drawn), Kendal Mint Cake 
(deduct either a triangle or a circle instead of one of each when you have the rucksack), Walking Sticks (add 
one circle to each walking card). For postal play an option (based on the rules for solo play in the new rulebook) 
would be to prevent choice of the same piece of equipment that you had in the previous period. The map is the 
same so all or some of these rules could be used postally and could also be applied to the More Backpacks 
southern lakes map.  

I do have the equipment cards (or similar) with the More Backpacks and Blisters games and could 

easily bring them into the regular game (I was thinking of offering More Backpacks and Blisters next). 
 
Oh, and my question: Can you pass on the rucksack to someone else in the same location as you as soon as 
you are given it by a vote? My assumption is no, it would have to be in a later 20-minute turn.  

Regarding your question, the answer is no as the backpack vote happens after movement. 
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Breaking Away 11 
 

Round Four 
 
Talking Heads moves up to the first sprint line, closely followed by Major Clanger and Romeo Void. Most of 
the field lies a little way back, but a few stragglers may be getting into trouble. 
 

Square Replacement Riders 

40 3 Talking Heads 

39 -  

38 3 Major Clanger 

37 4 Romeo Void 

36 -  

35 -  

34 -  

33 3 EFL, Harry Potter, Dumbo 

32 6 Father Christmas, 

31 7 Mary Poppins, Cliff, 

30 9 Art, Pegwell, Racing, Canterbury, 

29 13 Tiny Clanger, Soup Dragon 

28 15 Mother Clanger, Whitstable, Margate 

27 15 Butch, Blondie 

26 15 Pretenders 

25 -  

24 -  

23 3 Cricket, Diane 

22 -  

21 3 Boxing 

 
COOL PARKRUNNINGS (John Walker) 0 points ALPHABLOCKERS (Roger Trethewey) 0 points 
A. Pegwell    9, 15, 15, 7   A. Art   9, 10, 3, 1 
B. Whitstable  15, 14, 15    B. Butch    9, 7, 15 
C. Margate   10, 15, 15   C. Cliff    11, 7, 3 
D. Canterbury  9, 15, 3    D. Diane   15, 3, 3 
 
CLANGERS  (Steve Ham) 0 points  BANDS    (Chris Hibbert)  0 points 
A. Major Clanger  3, 3, 4, 3   A. Talking Heads 3, 3, 3, 1 
B. Mother Clanger 15, 14, 15   B. Romeo Void  5, 4, 3 
C. Tiny Clanger  13, 3, 15   C. Pretenders     7, 6, 15 
D. Soup Dragon  13, 5, 15   D. Blondie  6, 15, 1 
 
FANTASTIC FLYING PELONTASTICS (Bob P.) 0 pts  SKY SPORTS  (Arthur Owen) 0 points 
A. Father Christmas 6, 9, 3 ,4   A. EFL   3, 9, 15, 3  
B. Harry Potter  10, 4, 3    B. Racing  9, 12, 2 
C. Mary Poppins 3, 7, 9     C. Cricket  11, 3, 3 
D. Dumbo  3, 5, 15    D. Boxing  15, 3, 1   
 
 
 

Breaking Away 10 
 

Round Eight 
 
Ruby breaks away and is guaranteed of first place in the second sprint, with only Speedy trying to stay close. 
Further back, the pack congregates together and reshuffles its order. 
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Square Replacement Riders 

80 6 Ruby 

79 -  

78 -  

77 -  

76 -  

75 -  

74 3 Speedy 

73 -  

72 -  

71 3 Ada, David Tennant, Jodie Whitaker 

70 6 Tom Baker, 

69 7 Zippy, Canada Plus Plus, Jota, President Trump, Jon Pertwee, Coady, Boaty 
McBoatface  

68 14 Checkers, Haskell, Flash 

67 15 President Putin, Norway, Dash, Pascal 

66 15 Neves 

65 15 Boly 

64 15 Brexit 

 
NO RUSSIAN MEDDLING (Allan Stagg) 6 points SOFTWARE ENGINEERS (Richard Smith) 0 points 
A. President Putin  15, 8, 3, 3   A. Ada   3, 15, 3, 3 
B. President Trump 5, 6, 7     B. Ruby    6, 2, 10 
C. Brexit   15, 6, 3    C. Pascal   15, 4, 4 
D. Boaty McBoatface 3, 7, 3    D. Haskell   14, 3, 9 
 
NOT THE WILL (Steve Ham) 13 points   SPEEDY TEAM (Chris Hibbert)  13 points 
A. Canada Plus Plus  5, 5, 5, 7   A. Zippy   7, 4, 5, 3 
B. Norway  15, 3, 8    B. Dash  10, 15, 7 
C. Checkers  14, 3, 3    C. Speedy      9, 10, 3 
D. No Deal WTO dropped   D. Flash  3, 5, 14 
 
THE TIME LORDS (Kev Lee) 4 points    WOLVES (Arthur Owen) 0 points 
A. Tom Baker  4, 6, 4, 3   A. Boly   15, 12, 3  
B. David Tennant 8, 3, 3     B. Jota   15, 7, 3 
C. Jon Pertwee  3, 7, 3     C. Neves  3, 15, 4 
D. Jodie Whitaker 13, 3, 3    D. Coady  14, 7, 14  
  
The rules for this game can be found at https://variablepig.org/rules/breaking.html 
 . 

* * * * * 
 

Bus Boss (Easter Island) BB389IDP 
 

Round Two  
 
MO Vaitea - Hotels - Ahu Vinapu 
Purple Bank: 108 – 12 = 96 
Bob Gingell 
 Magnificent Overland (MO) 
 
PIT Ahu Tongariki - Ahu Mahatua - White Virgins Cave 
Blue Bank: 108 – 11 = 97 
Brad Martin  
 
MARS Ahu Nau Nau – Anakena: Tepu - Ahu Mahatua - Ahu Tongariki 
Orange Bank: 108 – 12 = 96 
John Marsden  

https://variablepig.org/rules/breaking.html


Variable Pig – (Sushan)        27 
    

Green Rapa Nui Museum - Puna Pau; Hotels - Vaitea 
Green Bank: 109 – 12 = 97 
Roger Trethewey 
 
The build order for next round is Brad, John, Roger and Bob. There will be only 5 building rounds in this game 
with the player with the most money (least lines built) building first in the fifth building round.  
 
 

Bus Boss (Easter Island) BB391IDP 
 

Round Two  
 
TEAR Ahu Akivi – Puna Pau – Rapa Nui Museum 
Green Bank: 108 – 12 = 96 
Kev Lee  
 
NAH Ahu Nau Nau - Anakena: Ahu Nau Nau – Rano Arol 
Red Bank: 108 – 10 - 98 
Martin Walker  
 
BIRDMAN Rano Aroi (41) - Vaitea (45); Ana Raakal (65) 
Blue Bank: 108 – 11 = 97 
Richard Smith  
 
The build order for next round is Martin, Richard and Kev. There will be the usual 6 build rounds.  
 
 

Bus Boss (Cyprus) BB375CYP 
 

Round Eleven 
 

 MED 
Brad 
Blue 

MARS 
John 

Yellow 

Green 
Roger 
Green 

25) Platres (13) – Polis (21) 
 

 30  

26) Pedhoulas (23) – Limassol 
(31) 

5 12 
+ 5 

13 
- 5 

27) Zyyi (33) – Morphou (45) 
 

 10 20 

28) Nicosia (43) – Lefkoniko (56) 
 

10  20 

29) Lapithos (53) – Trikomo (64) 
 

15 
- 2 

15 
- 2 

 
+ 2 + 2 

30) Troodos (14) – Famagusta 
(62) 

20  10 

 

Total from Last Turn 253 274 259 

Points from Races 48 70 62 

Total 301 344 321 

 
The sixth and final set of races is 
31) Larnaca (35) – N.E. Cyprus (66):   32) Evrykhou (25) – Akanthou (55)  
33) Episkopi (16) – Nicosia (41):   34) Paphos (11) – Kyrenia (51) 
35) Dhali (36) – Famagusta (63):  36) Lefka (22) – Nicosia (42)  
Enter up to four races. Good luck everyone. 
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Der Fuhrer 6 
 

Round Seven 
 
Before the start of the elections, the Centre Party bought four street mobs, the Nationalists bought 5 street 
mobs and the Communists bought 3 more workers. The Nazi’s decided that they already had enough 
Sturmabteilung and the Social Democrats abhor violence. 
 
Pomerania 
 
The new Chancellor began the new campaign with an uninspiring rant about the Versailles treaty, echoed by 
Frau Amery, Herr Owen and the ex-Chancellor. The Centre Party were the only ones to break ranks and they 
preached on the benefits of social welfare. The voters weren’t impressed, but the Centre Party won the day, 
with the Communists and Nationalists sharing second. 
 
Baden 
 
Cian wasn’t one to rest on his laurels and swiftly reverted to the ever-popular subject of Versailles. Herr Owen 
of the Nationalists and the Chancellor decided to stick with a good thing, but the Social Democrats turned nasty, 
smearing the Government by demanding that the Chancellor scurry back to Linz. This was quickly picked up by 
large numbers of workers on the streets, while their leader demanded labour reform. The Communists won the 
day and the Government lost. 
 
East Prussia 
 
The personal attacks on the Chancellor continued, this time led by the Communists as the Chancellor shifted 
his ire on the red peril. Ex-Chancellor Martin spoke out for justice, while the Nationalist spent big promoting 
their ideas for Labour Reform and both succeeded to some extent. Cian spoke out on jobs but failed to 
generate any enthusiasm 
 

Party Platform Issues Propaganda Street 
Mobs 

Election 
Results 

Total 

SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS 
Brad Martin 

Law and 
Order 

1v, 0j 
0ar, 1ju 

1sm 

30 – 0 
- 0 

- 3 = 27 

0 
1 + 1 
2 + 1 

5 + 1 + 4 

15 

NATIONALIST 
 
Arthur Owen 

Liberal 2v, 1lr 
0sw, 0j 

 

22 – 0 
- 0 

- 4 = 18 

5 – 0 
- 0 

- 0 = 5 

2 + 1 + 1 
1 + 1 + 1 

3 + 2 

12 

COMMUNIST 
 
Natalie Amery 

Pro-Labour 1v, 0sw 
0j, 1lr 
1sm 

18 – 0 
- 0 

- 2 = 16 

24 – 0 
- 4 

- 0 = 20 

2 + 1 + 1 
3 + 1 + 1 

2 

11 

CENTRE 
 
Cian Owen 

Socialism 1v, 1j 
0lr, 1sw 

19 – 0 
- 0 

- 0 = 19 

4 – 0 
- 0 

- 0 = 4 

4 + 3 
1 + 1 + 1 

1 

11 

NAZI 
 
John Walker 

Demagoguery 2v, 1ar 
0no, 0bl 

0sm 

32 – 0 
- 0 

- 0 = 32 

27 – 0 
- 0 

- 0 = 27 

1 + 1 
1 + 1 – 2 
3 + 1 - 2 

4 

 
The Chancellor Herr Walker feels it will help him if elections will be called in Mecklenburg (3, 2, 1 – v, ar, ju), 
Oldenburg (3, 2, 1 – lr, sw, j) and Thuringen (3, 2, 1 – sw, lr, ju) next.. 
 

* * * * * 
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Grand National 2 
 

Round Fourteen 
 
Horse and Individualization decided it was time to take chances and steamed up the field, but the latter fell 
with the leader still far ahead. Not one horse fell at the Open Ditch. With two fences to go, Rigel retains the 
lead, but he has close competition. 
 

 
 
The following horses, played by the GM, will also start the race and move as described below. 
 
MISTER CONSISTENT (16 at each fence) 
MIDDLEMAN (20 at first fence, then median of JPs used by other horses at previous fence) 
LOUNGE LIZARD (12 + d6) 
Next turn is the final turn and the final fences are Fence 29 and 30, both plain fences (Plain, TN is lowest).  
 

Player Horse

JP at Fence  27 

(Open Ditch: TNs are 

7 and 8)

JP at Fence 26 (Plain: 

TN is lowest )

Comments Penalties Starting JP
JP after Fence 

Twenty Six

Michael Pargman Rigel 1 14 232 217

Steve Ham Norfolk Enchants 1 14 228 213

Steve Guest Spiced Rum 1 13 224 210

Tom Howell Not Again 1 13 210 196

Richard Smith Jay Trump 1 13 207 193

John Walker Horse 3 5 196 188

John Walker Individualization 2 3 Falls fence 28 190 185

Chris Hibbert Freedom Fighter 3 8 182 171

Richard Smith Gay Trip 2 14 185 169

Mike Townsend Hopping Mad 1 11 154 142

NPC Middle Man (Median) 3 15 158 140

Bob Gingell Donkey 1 15 151 135

Bob Gingell Eeyore 2 16 139 121

Steve Ham Norwich Porridge 13 15 131 103

Dane Maslen Red Bum 14 18 123 91

Dane Maslen Ankle 15 19 116 82

Cian Owen CO 1 19 21 102 62

NPC Lounge Lizard (12+d6) 15 15 88 58

NPC Mr Consistent 16 16 84 52

Arthur Owen Amazing Queen 17 20 79 42

Cian Owen CO 2 18 20 77 39

Arthur Owen Another Oddity 16 19 72 37

Roger Trethewey Sleepyhead Falls Fence 26

NPC Slow Riser Falls Fence 25

NPC Aquarius (2d6+9) Falls Fence 25

Kev Lee Custard Tart Falls Fence 24

Brendan Whyte White Night Falls Fence 24

NPC Chaos Theory (5d6-1) Fell fence 22

Mike Townsend Crazy Frog Fell fence 22

Roger Trethewey Lazy Susan Falls fence 21

Steve Guest Overproof Rum Falls fence 19

NPC Mediator (3d8) Falls fence 18

Tom Howell (NMR) Oh No Falls fence 17

Brendan Whyte Black Boy Falls Fence 16

Kev Lee Humble Plum Falls Fence 15

Brad Martin Alert Fall Fence 13

Brad Martin Alacrity Fall Fence 14

Jon Carter All in a Whirl Falls fence 12

Conrad von Metzke Egbert Falls fence 11

Jonathan Amery Prince of Wales Falls fence 11

Jonathan Amery Queen Elizabeth Falls fence 10

NPC Metro Gnome Falls Fence 9

Jon Carter Lady Gs Nag Falls Fence 9

John Marsden The Red Planet Pulls Up at Fence 9

Chris Hibbert Man O  Peace Falls fence 8

John Marsden The Next Ode Falls fence 7

Jacqueline Reader Sauron's Summit Falls fence 6

NPC Fade Away Falls fence 6

Jacqueline Reader Cyclips Cyclops Falls fence 5

Conrad von Metzke Ethelred Falls fence 4

Michael Pargman Rapid Falls fence 2
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Question 
 
Chris Hibbert I looked up what Middleman did last time on the turn after an open ditch and couldn't 
relate it to any of the previous turns or rounds. He doesn't seem to play the same value for both Fences in a 
round, but I couldn't figure out the relationship between his JPs and the other runners. Are you using Mean or 
something other than median? 

Regarding your question about the Golden Strider, Middleman should have played the median number 

each time. I have done this each round by sorting all the active riders in excel and finding the mid-

point and assigning this number. I will check last round, but I think that’s how Middleman should 

have played. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Hare and Tortoise 5 
 

Round Thirteen 
 
John got the round started by collecting 10 carrots, then dropping back to the nearest Tortoise for more carrots. 
Big Bertie chewed a delicious lettuce while Arthur moved into the lead. Big Bunny started to plough into his 
huge carrot collection as he strode forward to visit a hare. The hare gave him another move that he used for 
another leap forward to another hare. This one was much less generous and Big Bunny will miss next turn. John 
finished the round back where he started. 
 

Player Start Square Finish Square Carrots Lettuces Next Turn 

Big Bunny 
Brad Martin 

43 
Eat lettuce 

31 
19 

42 0 Miss next turn 

 
John Walker 

17 22 
17 

68 0 3 

Big Bertie 
Kev Lee 

23 23 152 1 1 and 4 

 
Arthur Owen 

19 13 13 1 2 

 

64 Hare 63 Carrot 62 Hare 61    3 60 Carrot 59 Hare 58 Lettuce 57 Tortoise 

49     1 50 Tortoise 51 Hare 52 Carrot 53     3 54 Tortoise 55      2 56      4 

48     2 47      4 46 Tortoise 45    3 44 Carrot 43 Lettuce 42      2 41 Tortoise 

33     1 34 Hare 35 Tortoise 36    2 37     3 38     4 39 Carrot 40 Hare 

32 Carrot 31 Hare 30     2 29    3 28 Tortoise 27 Carrot 26 Hare 25 Carrot 

17     1 18      2 19 Hare 20    4 21     3 22 Tortoise 23 Lettuce 24     2 

16 Carrot 15 Tortoise 14 Hare 13    3 12     2 11     4 10 Carrot 9 Tortoise 

1 Finish 2 Hare 3 Lettuce 4 Hare 5       2 6 Carrot 7 Hare 8 Lettuce 

 

Die Roll Position in Race 

 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

1 Miss a turn 
 

Miss a turn Miss a turn Chew a carrot 

2 Move back to carrot 
square 

Move back to carrot 
square 

Move back to carrot 
square 

Move back to carrot 
square 

3 Drop back one 
position 

Drop back one 
position 

Move up one position Move up one position 

4 Chew a carrot 
 

Chew a lettuce Chew a lettuce Chew a lettuce 

5 Your last turn is free 
 

Your last turn is free Your last turn is free Your last turn is free 

6 Take another move 
 

Take another move 
 

Take another move 
 

Take another move 
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The rules for jugging the hare are also different. A six-sided die is rolled, and the results depend on the players 
position in the race – see table above. All other rules are the same, other than a player cannot reach the finish 
line unless he has less than 20 carrots and has eaten all his lettuces.  
 

* * * * * 
 

Puerto Rico 
 

Game Nine – Round Ten 
 
Question 
 
John Walker I’ve probably got something wrong again, but believe none of the players should have 
any goods. They would have cleared any held on their windrushes last turn via the Trader. I think my corn is OK 
as it was stored in my warehouse. 

There was no Captain phase last round (or the previous round) so the goods are correct. 
 
Richard takes the Builder and builds a Large Warehouse for 3 doubloons. Natalie passes, Allan builds a 
University for 6 doubloons and John builds the last Coffee Roaster for 4 doubloons 
Natalie takes the Captain (+2 doubloons) and begins by shipping her indigo to the 7 ship for 2VP. Allan ships 3 
corn to the ship for 3 VP. John, Richard and Natalie all then ship a corn to the 6 ship and each score 1 VP. 
Allan and John then ship their indigo to the 7 ship for another 1VP and Natalie ends the round loading her 
tobacco to the 5 ship for another 1 VP. The six ship is then emptied. No-one loses any goods 
Allan takes the Trader and trades his coffee for 5 doubloons. 
John takes the Settler and takes a tobacco plantation. Richard’s island is full, Natalie takes the Sugar plantation 
and Allan passes. 
 

Player Doubloons VP Goods Buildings Plantations 

Allan Stagg 5 6 1 coffee Hospice (√) 
Small Indigo Plant (√) 
Coffee Roaster (√, √) 
Factory (√) 
RESIDENCE (√) 
University (x) 
7 of 12 

Indigo (√) 
Corn (√, √, √ ) 
Coffee (√, √) 
Quarry (√, √) 
San Juan (√, √, √) 
Sugar (√) 
9 of 12 

John Walker 5 6 - 
 

Small Indigo Plant (√) 
Small Sugar Mill (√) 
Small Market (√) 
Factory (√) 
Small Warehouse (√) 
Tobacco Storage (√, x, x) 
Coffee Roaster (x, x) 
7 of 12 

Corn (√, √) 
Indigo (√, x) 
Sugar (√)  
Quarry (√, √) 
Tobacco (√, x) 
Coffee (x) 
 
9 of 12 

Richard Smith 2 2 - Construction Hut (x) 
Hospice (√) 
Hacienda (√) 
Small Market (√) 
Tobacco Storage (√,√, x) 
Coffee Roaster (√, x) 
Large Warehouse (x) 
7 of 12 

Corn (√, √) 
Quarry (√, √, √) 
Tobacco (√, √, √, x) 
Coffee (√) 
Indigo (x, √) 
Sugar (x) 
12 of 12 

Natalie Amery 9 14 - Construction Hut (x) 
Small Indigo Plant (√) 
Tobacco Storage (√,√,√) 
Hacienda (√) 
Large Indigo Plant (√,√, x) 
5 of 12 

Corn (√) 
Tobacco (√, √, √) 
Indigo (√, √, √) 
Quarry (√) 
Sugar (x, x, x) 
10 of 12 
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The play order for the tenth turn is Richard, Natalie, Allan and John. There are 6 colonists on the colony ship. 
The 6 ship is empty, the 7 ship holds 3 indigo and the 5 ship holds 4 tobacco. The trading house holds one 
coffee. The plantations available this turn are corn, corn, sugar, sugar, indigo and indigo. There is a +2 
doubloon bonuses on the Craftsman and Prospector roles and + 1 bonuses on the Mayor role. There are only 7 
colonists remaining  
 

Building Cost Victory Points 

   Game 9 

Small Indigo Plant 1 1 1 

Small Sugar Mill 2 1 3 

Small Market 1 1 0 

Hacienda 2 1 0 

Construction Hut 2 1 0 

Small Warehouse 3 1 1 

Large Indigo Plant 3 2 2 

Large Sugar Mill 4 2 3 

Hospice 4 2 0 

Office 5 2 2 

Large Market 5 2 2 

Large Warehouse 6 2 1 

Tobacco Storage 5 3 0 

Coffee Roaster 6 3 0 

Factory 7 3 0 

University 8 3 1 

Harbour 8 3 2 

Wharf 9 3 2 

Guild Hall 10 4 1 

Residence 10 4 0 

Fortress 10 4 1 

Customs House 10 4 1 

City Hall 10 4 1 

Tiles and Goods    

Quarry   0 

Corn Tiles   0 

Indigo Tiles   3 

Sugar Tiles   1 

Tobacco Tiles   0 

Coffee Tiles   0 (3) 

Corn Goods   9 

Indigo Goods   10 

Sugar Goods   11 

Tobacco Goods   5 

Coffee Goods   8 

Colonists   9 

Victory Points   89 

 

* * * * * 
 

Rail Baron 6 
 

Round Sixteen 
 
Jon rides his train to Oakland and then declares, so his next destination will be his home in St. Louis. Players 
may try to catch him by passing over the same place on the track as him; if successful, they will receive 50K 
and Jon will have to his original destination, Jacksonville. However, normal rules still apply so players cannot 
reuse track that they have already used on their current route, nor take a route that would require them to return 
via the same route.  
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Questions 
 
Jon  Why did Cian and Arthur get bonus moves on turn 67? I do not think either of them have 
bought express trains, did I miss that? 

All players get the bonus die roll after a roll of double 6.  
 
Jon   Is the payment from Brad to Cian correct? I would have expected Brad to use CB&Q (which he 
owns) to get from Pueblo to Denver. 

This is a GM mistake – Brad should have used the CB&Q. I will correct this. 
 
Jon  Is the payment from Brad to me correct as Brad owns both CB&Q and NP? 

This is also a mistake – I will also correct this. These two corrections mean Jon now has only 221.5K, 

Brad has 195.5K and Cian has 92.5K. 

 
Jon  Should Brad get a bonus move in move 70 as 1W Billings to Seattle is only 11? 

You are also correct – I forgot this. Adding the two bonus points, he now finishes at 1E Billings. Brad 

was notified of the changes by email 
 
Jon  Should the last round have been stopped at move 70 as I could have elected to head home? 

This is not such an easy question – in normal f-t-f play, the answer would be yes. However, with 

adapting to postal play, I roll several destinations in advance. Last round, I had to set a 3rd 

destination for you as I could not guarantee that you would have enough money to declare. I did check 

this.  Therefore, the 3rd destination is still required in keeping with the postal rule.  
 
Jon Carter           Cash 221.5K 
Home City: St. Louis (North Central) 
 
72. 5W Omaha – 1N Salt Lake City   (UP)   1K to bank 
73. 1N Salt Lake City - Oakland    (WP)   1K to bank, + 16.0K 
 73 bonus: Oakland – Sacramento  (WP) 
 

 
Cian Owen           Cash 92.5K 
Home City: Reno (Southwest) 
 
72. 1NW Butte – 2NE Billings    (CMStP&P)  1K to bank 
73.  2NE Billings – 1SE Minneapolis   (CMSTP&P)  1K to bank 
 

 
Brad Martin           Cash 195.5K 
Home City: Los Angeles (South West) 
 
72. 1E Billings – 2SE Casper    (NP, CB&Q)  1K to bank 
73.  2SE Casper – Kansas City    (CB&Q)   1K to bank, +19.5K 
 73 bonus: Kansas City – 1S Omaha  (CB&Q) 
  

 
Arthur Owen           Cash 13.0K 
Home City: Columbus (North Central) 
 
72. Washington - Richmond    (C&O)   10K to Brad, + 26.0K 
73. Richmond -  Atlanta     (C&O, SOU)  10K to Brad, 1K to bank 
 
PLAYER  FIRST DESTINATION  PAYOUT SECOND DESTINATION      PAYOUT 
Jon  Jacksonville (South East) 27.0K 
Cian  Portland (North West)   25.5K  Kansas City (Plains)  19.5K 
Brad  Salt Lake City (North West) 13.0K 
Arthur  Los Angeles (South West) 29.5K 
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Player Arrival Train Railroads Cash 

Jon 23 Superchief C&NW, NYNH&H, NYC, L&N, B&O, ACL, RF&P, UP, WP 235.5K 

Cian 19 Normal D&RGW, CRI&P, CMSTP&P, MP 90.5K 

Brad 17 Superchief PA, B&M, AT&SF, SAL, GM&O, T&P, SL&SF, CB&Q, NP, 
C&O, IC 

233.0K 

Arthur 15 Normal GN, SOU, SP 13.0K 

 

Turn Die Roll Bonus Priority 

74 5 + 3 5 Jon 

75 2 + 4 3 Cian 

 

* * * * * 
 

Railway Rivals 
 

RR Game LXXIV – RR2325DM – Denmark Map – Round Twelve 
 

 TENC 
Chris 

Yellow 

Red 
Roger 
Red 

NNA 
Jon 

Black 

Loki 
Judy 

Purple 

VR 
Arthur 
Green 

LEGO 
Richard 

Blue 

31) Brondeslev / 
Godset (13) – Arhus / 
Holbaek (42) 

  20 
- 5 + 1 

Offer JR to 
RED 

 10 
+ 5 - 1 

32) Esbjerg / 
Naestved (21) – 
Grena / Roskilde (51) 

 20 
- 7 

 Offer JR to 
VR 
+ 7 

 
 

 

33) Middelfart / 
Lemvig (31) – Tonder / 
Somso (62) 

  20 
6 

 10 20 
- 6 

34) Randers / Hillerod 
(52) – Sonderborg / 
Aero (64) 

 20 
- 7 

 
+ 5 

 10 
+ 7 - 5 

 

35) Nyborg / Skive 
(35) – Skjern / Kirke 
Saby (46) 

0 0  
+ 1 

0 20 10 
- 1 

36) Skagen / Nakskov 
(11) – Billund / Koge 
(23) 

5 
- 2 

  20 
 

 5 
+ 2 

 

Last Turn 237 58 169 301 247 158 

Points from Races 3 26 21 27 42 44 

Points Total 240 84 190 328 289 212 

 

Congratulations to Loki (Judy) 
Game End Statements welcome 

 
 
 

RR Game LXXIV – RR2348AG – Argentina Map – Round Nine 
 
Bob (CASTRO) was unable to order this round so his orders were made by the GM this round before viewing 
other players orders. His build last round should have read M17 – N16 as he built to M17 in round 8. 
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 AB 
Brendan 

Blue 

CASTRO 
Bob 
Red 

TOP GEAR 
John 
Black 

EVITA 
Natalie 
Green 

22) La Plata (11) – Rio Cuarto 
/ Rufino (31) 

  20  

23) Telen / General Alvear 
(26) – Concordia (43)  

 20 
- 2 + 9 + 6 

10 
+ 2 - 9 

0 
- 6 

24) Mercedes (32) – La 
Banda / Anatuya (53) 

10 
- 2 

20 
+ 2 

  

25) Santa Tome (44) – Iturbe 
/ Tabacal (66) 

10   20 

26) Buenos Aires (14) – S.M. 
de Tucuman (61) 

20 
+ 1 – 1 - 2 

10 
- 1 + 1 - 1 

0 
+ 1 + 2 

 

27) Coronel Pringles / Tres 
Arroyos (22) – Brazil (Sp4) 

 20  10 

28) Cordoba (52) – Paraguay 
(Sp3) 

20 
- 1 - 1 

 
+ 1 

 
+ 1 

10 
+ 1 - 1 

Last Turn 197 192 185.5 170.5 

Points from Races 54 85 27 34 

Builds - 4 - 1   

Points Total 247 276 212.5 204.5 

 
AB (E16) - D15 - C15 - B15 - Bahia Blanca 
CASTRO (M17) – N16. 
TOP GEAR No builds 
EVITA No builds 
  
The fifth set of races is 
29) Buenos Aires (13) – Parana (42):   04) Posadas / Formosa (46) – Bolivia (Sp2) 
31) Mendoza (34) – Chile (Sp1):    32) Buenos Aires (12) – Cordoba (51) 
30) Mar del Plata (24) – Cruz del Eje / Dean Funes (55): 33) Santa Rosa (25) – S.S. de Jujuy (65)  
35) San Francisco / Villa Maria (36) – S.M. de Tucuman (62) 
Enter up to 4 races and build up to 2 points. 
 
 

RR Game LXXVI – RR2378PE – Pern Map – Round Four 
 
DRAGON  4a) 6. (I29) - J29 - K30 - L30 - M31 - N31 - N32, 
Bob Gingell   4b) 4. (N32) - N33 – IGEN HOLD: (I32) - I33 - I34, 
Purple  4c) 5. (I34) – PLAINS HOLD: (N31) - O31 - P30 - Q30  - Big Bay Hold. 
 BANK: 45 + 6 + 3 
 
BIEN 4a) 6. (I43) – BENDEN HOLD - K43 – L43 – M44 – N44 - O45, 
Christian Bien  4b) 4. (M33) – N32 – O32 – P31 - Q31, 
Orange 4c) 5. (Cambell's Field) – I24 - I23 - J22: (Q31) – BIG BAY HOLD: (O45) - P45. 
 BANK: 38 + 6 + 3 – 1 (DRAGON) 
 
BEAR   4a) 6. (J40) - - - K40 - L41 – L42 - L43, 
Kev Lee  4b) 4. (J40) - - - FORK HOLD: (F22) – F21, 
Black 4c) 5. (F21) – F20 – F19 - F18 – Crom – D17. 
 BANK: 35 + 3 = 38 
 
PERN  4a) 6. (G11) - - - F10 - - - LEWIS, 
Arthur Owen  4b) 4. (Lewis) - F9 – G9 – HIGH REACHES HOLD – H7, 
Green 4c) 5. (H7) – H6 – H5 - - - i5. 
 BANK: 17 + 3 + 6 = 26 
 
The fifth-round die rolls are 5a) 3, 5b) 6 and 5c) 2.  
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Please note that all weyrs, except Ista Weyr (41) are mountain towns. We will use Bus Boss scoring for this 
game. Bob has reminded me that Weyr to Mountain costs are 5, as most of the Weyrs are mountain times. I will 
make sure to include a 5 or 6 in future building round die rolls. 
 
 

RR Game LXXV – RR2347SDW – South Downs Map – Round Eight 
 

 HMM 
Richard 
Green 

B 
Roger 
Black 

BOG 
Brad 
Blue 

FEAR 
Kev 
Red 

1. Twyford (15) – Chawton 
(31) 

No entrants 

4. Singleton (45) – Ringmer 
(62) 

Race not possible 

6. Wickham (22) – 
Portsmouth (Sp2) 

  20 
- 6 

10 
+ 6 

7. Fulking (55) – Brighton 
(Sp5) 

15 
+ 1 + 1 - 3 

15 
- 1 - 2 

0 
- 1 + 3 + 2 

 

8. Itchen Abbas (13) – 
Fenhurst (41) 

 20   

9. Droxford (25) – Petworth 
(51) 

  
+ 3 

20 
- 3 - 3 

 
+ 3 

10. Selbourne (32) – East 
Dean (64) 

20 
+ 11 

 10 
- 11 

 

11. Binstead (33) – Farnham 
(Sp3) 

20    

12. Upham (16) – Findon (53) 10 
+ 2 

 20 
- 2 

 

13. Bishops Waltham (21) – 
Alfriston (63) 

10 JR 
+ 1 

 10 
- 1 - 3 

10 JR 
+ 3 

14. Cocking (44) – Bognor / 
Chichester (Sp4) 

Race not possible 

 

Last Turn 97.5 121 45.5 73 

Points from Races 88 35 55 32 

Builds - 10 
+ 6 + 1 + 2 + 1 

- 10 
- 1 – 1 – 7 + 1 

- 10 
+ 6 – 2 + 1 + 1 

- 10 
- 1 + 7 – 1 - 1 

Points Total 185.5 136 96.5 99 

 
HMM  (C71) - B71 - B72 - B73 – ROTTINGDEAN: (Cheriton) - G8 - - - F7 - E7 - Itchen Abbas. 
B  (X15) - - - X16 - X17: (M44) - - - N43 / Chanctonbury Ring: (O45) - P44;  (J10) - I11:  
  (X16) – Singleton. 
BOG:  (F46) – F45 – F44 - RINGMER: (F12) - E12 - E11 -D10 - C10:  
  (Y13) - X13 – Cocking: (U13) - South Hartling 
FEAR  (X17) – X16; (O45) – P44; (B39) - - - B38 – B37 – B36 - B35: (B36) – A36: 
  (Y20) – Y21 / connection to Bognor 
 
The third set of races is 
1. Twyford (15) – Chawton (31):    4. Singleton (45) – Ringmer (62):  
14. Cocking (44) – Bognor / Chichester (Sp4):  15. Winchester South (12) – West Meon (23) 
16. East Meon (24) – Buriton (34):   17. South Harting (35) – Midhurst (43) 
18. Havant (46) – Ditchling (56):    19. Steyning (54) – Rottingdean (61) 
20. Winchester North (11) – Southampton (Sp1):  21. Eastbourne South (Sp6) – Crawley (Sp6) 
  
Enter up to 4 of the new races, plus any from races 1, 4 and 14 and build up to 8 points. Note that all race 
entries must pass through a scenic spot or park.  
 
 

 



Variable Pig – (Sushan)        37 
    

RR Game LXXVII – RR2379PE – Pern Map – Round Four 
 
Bob (F’ARTED) was unable to order this round so his moves were made by the GM before looking at other 
players orders.  
APT  4a) 5. (F11) - F10: (G15) – H14 - PLATEAU, 
Andy York   4b) 4. (F10) - - - F9 – LEWIS, 
Black  4c) 5. (F9) – F8 – HIGH REACHES HOLD: (J9) - - - J8. 
 BANK: 38 + 3 + 3 + 6 = 50 
 
DRAGON 4a) 5. (A80) - - - B79 - B78:  (K34) - L34, 
Judy Ferguson  4b) 4. (L34) - M35 - N35 - O36:  (F39) - G40, 
Gold 4c) 5. (O36) - - - P36 - Q37 - KEROON. 
 BANK: 39 + 6 – 1 (F’ARTED) + 1 (THREAD) = 45 
 
F’ARTED   4a) 5. (J24) – K24 – K23 - - - K22, 
Bob Pitman  4b) 4. (J42) – K43 – L43 – M44 – N44, 
Red 4c) 5. (N44) – O45 – P45 – HALF CIRCLE SEA HOLD – R45: (O45) - GREYSTONES. 
 BANK: 43 + 6 + 3 + 2 (DRAGON) = 54 
 
THREAD  4a) 5. (I30) – I31 - J31 - K32 - K33 - L33, 
Richard Smith  4b) 4. (I31) - - - H31 – H32, 
Blue 4c) 5. (L33) - - - L34 - L35 - M36. 
 BANK: 41 – 2 (DRAGON) = 39 
 
The fifth-round die rolls are 5a) 6, 5b) 3 and 5c) 4. Please note that all weyrs, except Ista Weyr (41) are 
mountain towns. We will use Bus Boss scoring for this game. 
 
 

RR Game LXXVII – RR2380PE – Pern Map – Round Four 
 
WR  4a) 4. (O9) – SATTLE: (K16) - - - K17 – GREEN FIELDS, 
Natalie Amery   4b) 5. (Green Fields) - K19 - K20 - K21 - K22, 
Blue  4c) 6. (K22) - - - J22 - J23 - I24 – CAMPBELLS FIELD. 
 BANK: 36 + 3 + 3 + 3 
 
GREEN 4a) 4. (F23) – F22 – F21 – F20 -F19, 
Roger Trethewey  4b) 5. (F19) - F18 – G18 - - - H17, 
Green 4c) 6. (H17) - I17 – I16 – I15 – PLATEAU:  (L43) – M43 – KEROON RIVER. 
 BANK: 31 + 3 + 3 
 
RIDE     4a) 4. .(Southern Telgar) – M30 – N30 – O31 - P31, 
Brad Martin   4b) 5. (P31) – Q31 – BIG BAY HOLD - - - A80, 
Brown   4c) 6. (Miners Hall) - C25 – D24 - E24; (A80) - - - B79. 
 BANK: 53 + 3 – 1 (FOOR) 
 
FOOR  4a) 4. (K33) - L33 - M33 – N33 – IGEN HOLD, 
Martin Walker  4b) 5. (Ill) - - - HIGH REACHES WEYR: (E15) – D14 - OGREN, 
Red 4c) 6. (L34) – M34 – N35 – O35 - - - P36. 
 BANK: 35 
 
The fifth-round die rolls are 5a) 6, 5b) 5 and 5c) 3. Please note that all weyrs, except Ista Weyr (41) are 
mountain towns. We will use Bus Boss scoring for this game. 
 
 

RR Game LXXVIII – RR2403OT – Otago and Southland Map – Round Two 
 
OTB2D3DM  2a) 4. (I26) – RANFURLY - I24 - H24 - G23, 
Brendan Whyte   2b) 6. (G23) – IDA VALLEY - H22 - I21 - J21 - J20 - K19, 
Blue   2c) 3. (K19) - ALEXANDRA. 
 BANK: 44 + 3 + 3 + 6 + 10 (NNA) 
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GREEN   2a) 4. (Mosgiel) - - - T27 - U26, 
Roger Trethewey  2b) 6. (U26) – V26 – W25 – X25 – MILTON: (Q30) – P30 - O29, 
Green 2c) 3. (T27) - S26 
 BANK: 29 + 6 
 
MOA  2a) 4. (O10) - N11 - M11 - KINGSTON *buy ferry to* QUEENSTOWN - G11, 
Bob Gingell  2b) 6. (G11) - - - G12 - G13: (Invercargill) - E48 - F49, 
Brown 2c) 3. (G13) - - - G14. 
 BANK: 26 + 6 + 3 + 2 (PINOT) 
 
MAR  2a) 4. (Y18) - X19 - - - X20, 
Michael Pargman  2b) 6. (X20) – X21 – X22 – X23 - X24: (X20) – W20 - V21, 
Red 2c) 3. (V21) – LAWRENCE - T21 - T20. 
 BANK: 26 + 6 + 1 (PINOT) 
 
PINOT  2a) 4. (U8) - U9 - U10 - U11 – RIVERSDALE, 
Steve Guest  2b) 6. (Riversdale) - V13 - V14 – WAIKAKA - W15 - W16 - X17, 
Orange 2c) 3. (X17) - X18 - X19: (Invercargill) - E48. 
 BANK: 26 + 6 + 3 – 2 (MOA) – 1 (MAR) 
 
NNA  2a) 4. (K29) - J29 - I28 - H28 – G27, 
Jon Carter  2b) 6. (G27) – NASEBY: (G27) - F28 - F29 - F30 – LIVINGSTONE - E31, 
Black 2c) 3. (E31) - E32 - E33 - F34 
 BANK: 16 + 3 + 3 – 10 (OTB2D3DM) = 12 
 
The third-round die rolls are 3a) 6, 3b) 4 and 3c) 6. 

 

RR Game LXXIX – RR2405BO - Bolivia Map – Round One 
 
Green    1a) 3. (Santa Cruz) – W26 - MONTERO - V24, 
Roger Trethewey  1b) 4. (V24) – U24 – T23 – YACAPANI: (Montero) - X25 
Green 1c) 5. (X25) - - -Y25 – Z25 - A69. 
 BANK: 20 + 6 + 6 = 32 
 
USELESS   1a) 3. (Trinidad) -,- - P18, 
Dane Maslen  1b) 4. (P18) – O19 -  N19 – M19 - L18, 
Red 1c) 5. (L18) – SAN BORJA – J17 - I17 - RURRENBAQUE - I15. 
 BANK: 20 + 6 + 6 = 32 
 
Phrygia   1a) 3. (La Paz) - - - G22, (Chris – La Paz is a mountain town so requires 3 to build 
from) 
Chris Hibbert  1b) 4. (G22) – H21 - I22 – J22: (H21) - CARANAVI, 
Purple 1c) 5. (J22) - - - K23: (H21) – I21 – I20. 
 BANK: 20 + 6 = 26 
 
LLAMA    1a) 3. (Sucre) - - - Q31 
Richard Smith  1b) 4. (Q31) - R31 - S32 - T32 - T33, 
Blue 1c) 5. (T33) - T34 - T35 - T36 - U37 - VILLA MONTES. 
 BANK: 20 + 6 = 26 
 
The second-round die rolls are 2a) 5, 2b) 4 and 2c) 6. 

* * * * * 

Robo Rally 5 
 

Round Two 
 
Bob Pitman was unable to order this round so his moves were made by the GM before reviewing other players 
orders. 
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Lots of action around flag one, although the viewer might think they are watching WWE, so perfectly were 
Baymax and Robbie’s moves coordinated. HBZS#1 came in later to join the fun, soon followed by Big Data. 
 
The bottom row is a dangerous place to be, judging by the amount of laser fire, while BluBOTtle stayed out of 
trouble.  
 
 
Phase A 
 

Robot Card Played Start End Actions 

Big Data 840 3F B12E B15E  

Baymax 810 3F G19N D19N Pushes Robbie to C19N. Tags flag 1. Pushed by Robbie 
to E19N. Shoots Robbie 

Cannon Fodder 780 2F K4E K6E Shoots Mario Androidi 

Dalekbot 770 2F L10E L12E  

HBZS#1 740 2F F10E F12E Conveyed to F14E 

Robbie 470 BU C19N D19N Pushed by Robbie to C19N. Pushes Baymax to E19N. 
Tags flag 1. Shot by Baymax 

Mario Androidi 420 RT K8E K8S Shot by Cannon Fodder 

BluBOTtle 310 LT A9S A9E  

 
 
Phase B 
 

Robot Card Played Start End Actions 

BluBOTtle 700 2F A9E A11E  

Big Data 690 2F B15E B17E  

Cannon Fodder 670 2F K6E K8E Pushes Mario Androidi to K9S 

Robbie 620 1F D19N C19N Shot by Baymax 

Dalekbot 590 1F L12E L13E  

HBZS#1 570 1F F14E F15E Conveyed to F17E 

Mario Androidi 560 1F K9S L9S Pushed by Cannon Fodder to K9S 

Baymax 550 1F E19N D19N Shoots Robbie 

 
 
Phase C 
 

Robot Card Played Start End Actions 

Dalekbot 760 2F L13E L15E Shot by Mario Androidi 

BluBOTtle 610 1F A11E A12E  

Big Data 600 1F B17E B18E  

Mario Androidi 410 LT L9S L9E Shoots Dalekbot 

HBZS#1 390 LT F17E F17N Conveyed to F19N. Shoots Baymax 

Cannon Fodder 370 LT K8E K8N  

Robbie 300 RT C19N C19E  

Baymax 280 RT D19N D19E Shot by HBZS#1 

 
 
Phase D 
 

Robot Card Played Start End Actions 

Robbie 820 3F C19E C22E  

HBZS#1 790 3F F19N D19N Pushes Baymax to C19E. Tags flag 1. Shoots Big Data 

Dalekbot 680 2F L15E L17E Shot by Mario Androidi 

Mario Androidi 640 1F L9E L10E Shoots Dalekbot 

Baymax 630 1F C19E C20E Pushed by HZBS#1 to C19E 

BluBOTtle 530 1F A12E A13E  

Big Data 520 1F B18E B19E Shot by HZBS#1 

Cannon Fodder 430 BU K8N L8N  
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Phase E 
 

Robot Card Played Start End Actions 

BluBOTtle 830 3F A13E A16E  

Dalekbot 660 2F L17E L19E Shot by Mario Androidi 

Mario Androidi 450 BU L10E L9E Shot by Cannon Fodder. Shoots Dalekbot 

HBZS#1 440 BU D19N E19N Shoots and shot by Big Data 

Cannon Fodder 380 RT L8N L8E Shoots Mario Androidi 

Robbie 290 LT C22E C22N  

Baymax 270 LT C20E C20N  

Big Data 080 RT B19E B19S Shoots and shot by HBZS#1 

 
Status Report 
 

Player Robot Location Damage Lives Lost Flags Registered 

Andy York Dalekbot L19E 3 0 - 

Steve Ham Cannon Fodder L8E 0 0 - 

Bob Pitman HBZS#1 E19N 1 0 1 

Chris Hibbert Mario Androidi L9E 4 0 - 

Bob Gingell Baymax C20N 1 0 1 

Michael Pargman Robbie C22N 5 0 1 

Brendan Whyte BluBOTtle A16E 0 0 - 

Richard Smith Big Data B19S 2 0 - 

 

 
 
We are using the Sparta map, (http://spacebug.50webs.com/robo/sparta.jpg). For board reference, I shall 
use the letters A – L along the y-axis (North – South) and the numbers 1 – 28 along the x-axis (West – East). 
Cards should go out with this issue, so please send your round one orders next time. 
 
 
Questions 
 
Michael Pargman I have a question regarding Robo Rally: When does it count that I reach a flag? Do I 
have to stop on the flag hex or is it enough if I pass over it (or is pushed over it)? 

You can reach a flag at any time, via any means, but need to finish a phase on the flag square to tag it. 

Passing through a flag square does not count for tagging. 
 
Michael Pargman So one question: I don't remember the rules for powering down. Do I have to do it in 
the previous round, or could I choose to do it after seeing the cards for the next round? 

 

http://spacebug.50webs.com/robo/sparta.jpg
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You may power down at the start of the round when you see your cards. Players do not know the state 

of their robot at the end of the round before seeing their cards when playing postally, so the rule 

regarding powering down at the end of a round is much harder. 
 
Brendan Whyte With so many players and a complex map, it would be nice to have people's positions 
marked... Can't you use shapes in Word to show location/facing of the 8 bots, like with the Sopwith map? 
 
Richard Smith In future, would you like me to edit the image to show the location and orientation of the 
robots? 

Yes please      . Thanks Richard – the file can also be found online at 
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/sparta_round2.jpg 
 

* * * * * 
 

Snowball Fighting 5 
 

Round Six 
 
Phase A: Walking in the Air moved onto the path but couldn’t collect more snowballs as he still carried a 
big one. Icy Yew and Walter Whiteout rearmed with snowballs. Simon’s hurried throw at the approaching 
Walking in the Air nearly missed, but he still managed to graze his trousers, while getting pelted by the Texas 
Tornado from behind. 
 
Phase B: Simon danced on and off the path to collect a snowball, but his graceful motion was no 
defence against another zinger from his American friend. Icy Yew had a tough choice of targets, but eventually 
tried to add to Simon’s pain, but missed. Walking in the Air and Walter Whiteout exchanged snowballs, but 
Walter clearly got the worse of the exchange. 
 
Phase C: Simon had to get changed and dashed for the kitchen. Walking followed, some of the way, 
while the Texas Tornado gathered some more snowballs. Icy Yew found his line, planting a snowball straight 
into Walking’s face, just as Walter’s snowball went down his neck. 
 

Character 
(player) 

Position Ammunition Hit 
Points 

Victory 
Points 

Walking In The Air 
(Arthur Owen) 
 

A. K7 – J8 
B. S7. Dirigible at Walter 
C. J8 – N8 

- 2 5 

Icy Yew 
(Bob Gingell) 
Start:  

A. N12. Collect 2SS 
B. N12. RR at nearest (Simon) 
C. N12. RR at nearest 

 8 7 

Walter Whiteout 
(Bob Pitman) 

A. H10. Collect 2SS 
B. H10. RR at nearest (Walking) 
C. H10. RR at nearest 

1 simple snowballs 5 5 

Simon the Snowflake 
(Richard Smith) 

A. N8. RR at nearest (Walking) 
B. N8 – M7 – N8 and collect 1SS 
C. N8. To kitchen 

- 
 

0 6 

Texas Tornado 
(Andy York) 

A. Q3. RR at nearest (Simon) 
B. Q3. RR at nearest (Simon) 
C. Q3. Collect 2SS 

2 simple snowballs 7 6 

 
Rules and map can be downloaded at https://variablepig.org/rules/snowball.html 
 
Simon will spend all next round in the kitchen and return in phase A of round eight. 
 
Press:  
 
Simon the Snowflake: I want you all to know that I am kitchen fluid. 
 

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/sparta_round2.jpg
https://variablepig.org/rules/snowball.html
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Sopwith T-365VP 
 

Round Eighteen 
 
The Ode-Ace-ious One started racing for home for more ammo, a move copied by the Gossamer Heron. 
Meanwhile, the newly rearmed Cameltoe started to hunt for another victim. 
 

Pilot Starts Moves Ends A:D:P 

2 Gossamer Heron 
Chris Hibbert 
Start: A1 

15) M11W 
16) P13SE 
17) N13NW 
18) K10NE 

15) LT, fL – LT, fL fA – A 
16) LT – LT, fA, fL – LT 

17) A – A – A 
18) A – A - A 

15) P13SE 
16) N13NW 
17) K10NE 
18) H7NE 

2:8:4 

3 Cameltoe (ACE) 
John Walker 
Start: A10 

15) C10NE 
16) A10 
17) A10 

18) D10SW 

15) A – A – Land 
16) Re-arm and repair 
17) Take off A – A – A 

18) RS - RS - RS 

15) A10 
16) A10 

17) D10SW 
18) D7SW 

16:12:7 

5 The Ode-ace-ious One 
John Marsden 
Start: S19 

15) N15E 
16) L13W 
17) K10W 
18) I10E 

15) LT – LT – LT, fL 
16) RS – A - A  

17) RT – RT – RT 
18) RT – RT - LT 

15) L13W 
16) K10W 
17) I10E 

18) L12SW 

3:4:12 

1 Avey Ate Her 
Brendan Whyte 

 Shot down turn 15  6 points 

4 The Mystery Pilot (ACE) 
Brad Martin 

 Shot down turn 10 
 

 11 points 

6 Red Baron 
Arthur Owen 

 Shot down turn 4   

 

 
 
  

 

2 

3 

5 
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 #1 

The Celestial Steam Locomotive 
A new and totally different subzine with nothing to do with blancmanges 

richard530smith@btinternet.com 
 

21st March 2020 

Never mind the pandemic, my new subzine has been launched! It may bear some slight similarities to the old 
one but it is a genuine first edition and thus worth at least £300 (or 50 bog rolls) on eBay. 

 

So having considered... 
 

The Dusty Old Gamebox, The Persistence of Memory, Trollocks, Quincunx, The Spice Rack, Lemon Curry, 
Napoleon's Piano, The Talking Drum, Richard Smith's Talking Bum, Exoskeletal Junction At The Railroad 
Delayed, Ultima Thule, The Machine That Goes Ping, Space Aliens Turned Our Son Into An Olive, The 
Empire of Azad Welcomes Careful Drones, The Caesium Cheesegrater, Men's Tat, The Damerau-
Levenshtein Edit Distance, Les Dés Marche Avec Moi and Richard Smith's House of Games  
 

... I have chosen The Celestial Steam Locomotive named after the fantasy novel by Michael Coney. It did cross 

my mind that an RR zine or subzine might have used it in the dim and distant past. If I discover this is the case 

then the name will probably have to change again. The new headings font is AR Bonnie. 
 

I was tempted to go with Richard Smith's House of Games as it would be the HoG in the Pig, but decided it 

was too boring and I'd already used it for a game title (and the BBC might sue). 

 

The first issue of TUIAPBCS was launched in July 2002 as part of Variable Pig #83 (one of the earliest back issues 
available on the VP website). Games included Sound Charades, Great Universal Quiz, Scrabble Challenge, Turkey 

Chase, World Record, Bluff! and Cosmic Celebrity Cricket. As a small tribute I have added the rules for all these 
games to the website, and I'm opening a list for the Celebrity Cricket game, as a very small contribution to fill 

the void left by all the cancelled sports events. 

 
Meanwhile The Tarnished Golden Strider V2 starts this issue. Crets RR is still on hold, and I may have to remove 

the 2020 destination from the draft V2 map as the holiday is being rearranged for September.  
 

Ladies and Gentlemen The Universe has ended ...                
... but only on one happentrack! 

 

Ore trains in Sweden travelling down to the coast generate five times the amount of electricity they 

use, powering nearby towns and the return trip for other trains.  
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King of Tokyo - Round 6 
 

King of Tokyo is a hugely popular tabletop game by Richard Garfield, published by 
Iello Games. F2F rules for the 2016 edition area available from 

http://iellogames.com/downloads/KOT2-rulebook_EN.pdf 
Rules for the postal adaptation https://variablepig.org/rules/kingoftokyo.html (3-4 

players only. 

 

 

Rumble Report 

Megakitty1's trainer was indisposed but left instructions for his protégé to wreak havoc. This resulted in Tokyo 

occupation for the ferocious feline in bout 3, whilst Cretosaurus rules the roost in all others. No cards bought 

again (as mentioned before, some kind of sharing / pooling of energy and cards might improve the game). 

Bout 1: Brexitator gets deposed in Tokyo by Cretosaurus.  

Bout 2: Brexitator gains 5VP following a successful summit threatening to eat Leo Varadkar. 

Bout 3: Megakitty1 gets revenge on Cyclops with a triple claw scratch ousting him from Tokyo. 

Bout 4: Cyclops absorbs lots of energy.  

 

Turn 6 Bouts Table 

Bout 1 Bout 2 

Cretosaurus rolls 1, 1, 1, 2, 2, H 
Cretosaurus rolls [1, 1, 1] 2, C, E 

Cretosaurus rolls [1, 1, 1, C] C, H 
Cretosaurus gets 1VP for the 3 1s 

Cretosaurus inflicts 2 damage on Brexitator who 

yields Tokyo! +1VP 
Cretosaurus heals 1 point 

 

Brexitator rolls 1, 1, 1, 3, C, E 
Brexitator rolls [3] 2, 3, 3, 3, E 

Brexitator rolls: [3, 3, 3, 3] 3, H 
Brexitator gets 5VPs for the 5 3s 

Brexitator inflicts no damage on Cretosaurus 

Brexitator does not heal 1 point due to being on max  
 

Bout 3 Bout 4 

Megakitty1 rolls 1, 2, C,  C, H, H 
Megakitty1 rolls [C, C, H, H] 2, H 

Megakitty1 rolls [C, C, H, H, H] C 

Megakitty1 inflicts 3 damage on Cyclops who yields 
Tokyo! +1VP  

Megakitty1 heals 3 points 
 

Cyclops rolls 1, 1, C, C, E, E 
Cyclops rolls [E, E] 2, 3, E, H 

Cyclops rolls [E, E, E] 2, E, E 

Cyclops inflicts no damage on Cretosaurus 
Cyclops saves 5E for later 

Cyclops +1VP for Energy Hoarder 

 

Status Table (italic monster in Tokyo, bold turn is next up) 

Turn Bout 1 V H E Bout 2 V H E Bout 3 V H E Bout 4 V H E 

1, 5,  
9, 13 

Brexitator 
(John Walker) 
Cards: None 

9 3 1 Megakitty1 
(Bob Pitman) 
Cards: Media 
Friendly 

1 6 3 Cyclops 
(Kevin Lee) 
Cards: Battery 
Monster (4 left) 

3 5 3 Cretosaurus 
(Jim Reader) 
Cards: Solar 
Powered 

7 7 1 

2, 6,  
10, 14 

Cretosaurus 
(Jim Reader) 
Cards: None 

2 10 4 Brexitator 
(John Walker) 
Cards: None 

8 10 1 Megakitty1 
(Bob Pitman) 
Cards: Armor 
Plating 

1 9 0 Cyclops 
(Kevin Lee) 
Cards: Energy 
Hoarder 

1 7 7 

3, 7, 
11, 15 

Cyclops 
(Kevin Lee) 
Cards: None 

0 9 2 Cretosaurus 
(Jim Reader) 
Cards: None 

1 9 1 Brexitator 
(John Walker) 
Cards: None 

4 6 1 Megakitty1 
(Bob Pitman) 
Cards: None 

0 7 2 

4, 8,  
12, 16 

Megakitty1 
(Bob Pitman) 
Cards: None 

0 9 3 Cyclops 
(Kevin Lee) 
Cards: None 

0 10 5 Cretosaurus 
(Jim Reader) 
Cards: None 

0 6 2 Brexitator 
(John Walker) 
Cards: None 

4 7 1 

 

http://iellogames.com/downloads/KOT2-rulebook_EN.pdf
https://variablepig.org/rules/kingoftokyo.html
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Card Descriptions [Owned by Monsters] 

Name Type Cost Description 

Armor Plating Keep 4 No damage when taking exactly 1 damage 

Battery Monster Keep 3 6E in reserve, move 2 into bank before turn  

Energy Hoarder Keep 3 get 1V for every 6E in bank at end of turn 

Media Friendly Keep 2 +1E when buying cards 

Solar Powered Keep 2 +1E if no E at end of turn 

 

Turn 7 Bout 1:  

Cyclops (Kevin) to play. Cretosaurus (Jim) is in Tokyo. Cards 1-3 on sale, 4-6 reserve (see rules). 

# Name Type Cost Description 

1 Tank Discard 4 +4VP -3H 

2 Jets Keep 5 You don't lose H if you decide to leave Tokyo 

3 Alien Origin Keep 3 Power cards cost 1E less to buy 

4 Even Bigger Keep 4 +2H when card bought, can have up to 12H as long as card owned 

5 Energy Hoarder Keep 3 Gain 1 VP for every 6E in hand at end of turn 

6 Acid Attack Keep 6 Add 1C to roll 

 

Turn 7 Bout 2: 

Cretosauraus (Jim) to play. Cretosaurus (Jim) is in Tokyo. Cards 1-3 on sale, 4-6 reserve (see rules). 

# Name Type Cost Description 

1 Extra Head Keep 7 You get 1 extra die 

2 Spiked Tail Keep 5 If you roll at least 1C add 1C to your roll 

3 High Altitude Bombing Discard 4 All monsters (including you) lose 3H 

4 Rapid Healing Keep 3 Spend 2E any time to get 1H 

5 Made In A Lab Keep 2 Can buy cards from reserve 

6 Energy Drink Keep 3 Spend 1E to get extra dice roll 

 

Turn 7 Bout 3: 

Brexitator (John) to play. Megakitty1 (Bob) is in Tokyo. Cards 1-3 on sale, 4-6 reserve (see rules). 

# Name Type Cost Description 

1 Shrink Ray Keep 6 Give 1 Shrink Ray token to each monster you wound. At the 

beginning of their turn monsters roll 1 die less for each token. 

Rolled Hs may be used to remove tokens instead of damage. 

2 Commuter Train Discard 4 +2VP 

3 Giant Brain Keep 5 1 extra dice roll per turn 

4 Heal Discard 3 +2H  

5 Camouflage Keep 3 Roll die for each H lost, if H rolled do not lose that H 

6 Evacuation Orders Discard 7 All rival monsters lose 5VP 

 

Turn 7 Bout 4:  

Megakitty1 (Bob) to play.. Cretosauraus (Jim) is in Tokyo. Cards 1-3 on sale, 4-6 reserve (see rules). 

# Name Type Cost Description 

1 Burrowing Keep 5 +1C on roll when in Tokyo, when yielding new monster -1H 

2 It Has A Child Keep 7 If you lose all H, lose all VPs and restart on 10H outside Tokyo 

3 We're Only Making 

It Stronger 

Keep 3 When you lose 2H or more gain 1E 

4 Frenzy Discard 7 Take another turn after this one 

5 Gourmet Keep 4 2VPs when you roll 111 or better 

6 Rapid Healing Keep 3 Spend 2E any time to gain 1H 
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Fragments Movie Madness - Round 6 
 

Fragments is an all-reader game (join anytime). Rules of the game and 
variants are available at https://variablepig.org/rules/fragments.html 

 
First to 60 points or most in the bag at the end of 8 rounds wins. 

 

Brendan opens his account and John closes the gap on Bob G with three 
correct guesses. Bob's lead does remain quite healthy, however, thanks to 

being first to get fragment 7. Chris is getting close on some fragments but 

only scores for one, the non-US friendly #6.  

Note that I made some small changes to the rules on the website to cover a missed round and to give examples 

of crosswords and sound charades fragments: 

Crossword - A cryptic crossword style clue to the movie's name.  
For example: Slave fights taking a cut badly - answer Spartacus. 

Sound Charade - A verbal sketch describing the movie in a humorous way.  
For example: "My wash basin is enormous" - answer Monsters Inc.  

If an existing player misses a round they get sent two random specials, whether they want them or not.  

For fragment 4, I've decided to give all players a bonus clue in emoji form  

Guesses: Fragment 1: Correct guess John W 
Fragment 2: Correct guess from Brendan W 

Fragment 3: Correct guess from Brendan W  

Fragment 4: The Broody Vampire incorrect, BloodMoon incorrect, The Dead Don't Die incorrect 
Fragment 5: Correct guess from John W. 

Fragment 6: Correct guesses from Bob G, John W and Chris H 
Fragment 7: Correct guess from Bob G 

Analysis Requests: Fragment 7: John W; Fragment 8: Bob G, Chris H, John W; Fragment 9: Bob G. 

Type Requests: Fragment 7: Chris H; Fragment 9: *Bob P. 
Year Requests: Fragment 1: Brendan W; Fragment 4: Brendan W; Fragment 11: *Bob P 
* chosen randomly by the GM 

 

Scoreboard: 

 F1 F2 F3 F4 F5 F6 F7 F8 F9 F10 F11 F12 Total A/T/Y 

Bob Gingell 6 7 7  8 7 8      43 10 

John Walker 5 7 8  7 7       34 10 

Bob Pitman 7 6 7          20 10 

Chris Hibbert  6 7   7       20 10 

Brendan Whyte  5 6          11 9 

 

Fragment 1 - 4 Points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

P - - h - - - o - - c l a m - y - r n s p u - b y 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

P a r k                      

 

Fragment 2 - 4 Points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Y o - k - n - A g u t - - - e n - - - - m a r - t 
  

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

h o - - - e s - - p - p - - m a t u r e d e - - h 
  

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 

- t - - - h - - d s o - - n o v - - w - - - h t j 
 

76 77 78 79 80                     

i l t - -                     

https://variablepig.org/rules/fragments.html
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Fragment 3 - 5 Points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

L - a - C - o f - p - u - d e - s h a - r g - - o 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46     

- i - g p - o d - - t - f - - m B o - t s     

 

Fragment 4 - 5 Points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

I - h - - k D r - - u l - - s d - p - e s - e d a 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

- a l - h - d - e s - - m - p - a r o u - d - n - 
 

51 52 53 54 55 56 57                   

- s c - y - t                   

 

Fragment 5 - 6 points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

A f - - c a - - o - - c a t g - t s - o p - - y c 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46     

a - c - - i - h h - s d - - d f - t h - r     

 

Fragment 6 - 6 points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

D - c k i - B i - - m - - e - o - - v e n - - - n 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

c - - - t - - c r - - k - t - r s w - - a b u - - 
 

51 52 53 54                      

- h i m                      

 

Fragment 7 - 7 points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

I s - e - - e - - - s - l - - - - c - m - - o n - 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48   

m b - - j u - t o u - - - - e B - i - h - - n   

 

Fragment 8 - 7 points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

B - u n c - r - n - p i a - - - t f - - - u - - - 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

n n - v - l - - - - t - d o - r - - y - - e - p a 
 

51 52 53 54                      

p - r s                      

 

Fragment 9 - 8 points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

C - - m - - - l i - - - - n - - l - - - t - - u - 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

- - n - - - n - - - - R - - - - - l l - - - - - - 
 

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 

o s - e - - - - - D - a - h S - - - - - - n s 
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Fragment 10 - 8 points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

- r - y o - - - - - r s - - v i - g - - V i - - - 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

- m - - - a - k - - - - - - a s - - - - i n - - - 
 

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 

n - - - - v - - - - - o s - - - - e r - - - f - - 
                         

76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 

- g o - - - s s 

 
Fragment 11 - 9 points 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

- l - n d - - - - - - - - o - - e d - - - - - - - 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 

- - - - - c s - - r e 

 

Fragment 12 - 9 points 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

- l - y w - - - - - - e - - - - - - m - - - - - t 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 

- - - - u - - - o - - - - - - - B - - - - - - n 

 
 

Golden Strider Tarnished V2 - Gamestart 
 
Arthur Owen, Jim Reader, Steve Ham, John Walker and Bob Gingell are our athlete managers who may or may 

not be tempted to chemically enhance one or both of their runners... 

 
For the first round orders I require the names of the two athletes and which drugs, if any, they will use. For each 

athlete the initial cards need to be specified, and one of them selected for the first round.  
 

Example: 

 
Annabelle Icksteroid Enduron 7/0, 7/0, 6/0, 6/0, 6/0  play 6/0 M3 B3(+1) 

Lucas A. Doughnley Clean  9/0, 8/0, 5/0, 4/0, 4/0  play 5/0 M1 B4 
 

The revised (much simpler) rules were printed in Variable Pig 177 and are available on the Variable Pig website 
at https://variablepig.org/rules/golden.html#tarnished 

 

 

Railway Rivals South Downs Way (RR2346SDW) - Round 7  
 

Race 2 passed through Butser Hill which is just off the A3 and also has an 
ancient farm attraction https://www.butserancientfarm.co.uk/.  For race 3 

I had a JR in Brad's orders but not Bob's so FBR was the sole entrant. 

 
Races 4, 5 and 7 were chugovers, leaving just race 6 for a three-way 

contest. FBR had the best run with rivals having to fart about with 
turntables. For example BLACK's train went through Findon without 

stopping, took the tourists up to Cissbury Ring then returned to Findon. 

However, some favourable dice rolls meant he beat FBR by one pip. 

A map showing the latest builds is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2346SDW.jpg 

 
Corrections: Race 6 should have been listed as Cocking (44) - Findon (53). FBR's 6c build should have started 

with (T44) --- T43; (the in-game map is correct and also has fixes for some minor issues spotted by Bob G). 

https://variablepig.org/rules/golden.html#tarnished
https://www.butserancientfarm.co.uk/
https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2346SDW.jpg
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 GREEN 

Brad Martin 
Blue 

FBR 

Jim Reader 
Red 

BLACK  

Roger Trethewey 
Black 

GODOWN 

Bob Gingell 
Purple 

1) Cheriton (14) - Ditchling (56) 
Race not possible - held over 

2) Bishop's Waltham (21) - South 

Harting (35) 

20 

 

  

 

 

3) Wickham (22) - Brighton (Sp5) JR not accepted 20 

-2 

 

+2 

 

4) Rottingdean (61) - Portsmouth 
(Sp2) 

 
 

10 (JR) 
 

 
 

10 (JR) 

5) Itchen Abbas (13) - Midhurst 
(43) 

20    

6) Cocking (44) - Findon (53)  10 [19] 

-3 

20 [22] 

-6 

0 [22] 

+3 +6 

7) Buriton (34) - Eastbourne (66)  

+1 

  20 

-1 

 

Last Turn 128 37 55 73 

Points from Races 41 35 12 38 

Builds -12 
+9 -1 +1 +1 

-12 
-1 +1 +6 

-12 
-9  

-12 
+1 +1 +3 -1 -1 -1 

Points Total 167 66 46 101 

 
Builds: 

BLACK:  (F42) - - --- -  F38 - Petworth - - C37 - - - Northchapel 
FBR: (C9) - - E8 - - G9 – CHERITON; (T43) --- U43 / Devils Dyke: (B40) --- - B38. 

GREEN: (B34) - C35 - - C37 -- Petworth - F38 - F39 --- G40 - - G42  

GODOWN: (X17) - Y18 (Goodwood Country Park) - - Y20; (W13) - W12 (Iping Common); (Y20) - Y21 (S4); 
(R12) - Q13 --- - O12; (S12) - R11 - R10  
 

The second set of races is: 

8) Crawley (S6) - Alfriston (63)   9) Droxford (25) - Farnham (S3) 

10) Lavant (46) - Winchester (11)  11) Upham (16) - Binstead (33) 
12) Chawton (31) - Petworth (51)  13) Fernhurst (41) - East Dean (64) 

14) East Meon (24) - Fulking (55)      

Enter up to 4 of the new races, plus any holdovers (race 1 now possible) and build up to 10 points of track. 

 

Railway Rivals Xanth 2.0 (RR2375XA2) - Round 6   
 

All four companies spend the final build round on general connectivity 

improvements. Not much conflict this time with GREEN and DST mostly 

cancelling out between South Village and Mount Rushmost. 

Isle of View and Isle of Illusion have yet to be connected but neither came out 

in the R7 race draw. Centaur Isle did and that has now been connected by 
BREXIT who is the only one within 7 hexes. DST might have been tempted to 

build from Ivory Tower to W34 collecting 4 gold coins along the way, but didn't 

go for this, reaching Castle Roogna instead.  

A map showing the latest builds is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2375XA2.jpg 

All the previous questions are summarised in a FAQ at https://variablepig.org/xanthrr.html 
 

Please also see the FAQ page for some clarifications on directional races, the Vortex and Mundania. I applied 
these rules (all races are run in the direction drawn expect Mundania and Vortex are always the target location) 

when drawing the races for the first three rounds using a set of cards (pdf file also available on the web page). 

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2375XA2.jpg
https://variablepig.org/xanthrr.html
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DST 6a. [5] (Mt. Rushmost) --- Q26 - P25 - P24 (modified, original was too many pips) 
Arthur Owen 6b. [3] (P24) - South Village -- N22 

Red 6c. [4] (N22) - Castle Zombie - N21 - N20 - Castle Roogna 
DR=1; EP=1 BANK: 13 -3(GOBLIN, N20) +3(DST, P25-Q26) = 13 

 

GREEN 6a. [5] (R21) - R22 - South Village - P25 
Roger Trethewey 6b. [3] (P25) - R25 - S26 (modified, not enough points to go through Mt Rushmost) 

Green 6c. [4] (S26) - U27 - Fauns 
 BANK: 93 -3(DST, P25-Q26) +1(GOBLIN, T10) -1(GOBLIN, R7) = 90 

 
GOBLIN  6a. [5] (Black Village) - C4 - B3; (T10) --- Goblins 

Steve Guest 6b. [3] (B3) - A4; (B3) - Isthmus Village; (Goblins) - S9 

Orange 6c. [4] (S9)-Griffins---R7 
DR=1; MP=1 BANK: 51 +3(DST, N20) -1(GREEN, T10) -1(GREEN, R7) +1(BREXIT, T25) = 53 

  
BREXIT 6a. [5] (L17) - L18; (Birds) -Q5 - Fen Village    

Michael Pargman 6b. [3] (U25) - T25; (M11) - M10 - North Village 

Blue 6c. [4] (V34) - U35; (Q14) - Flies  
DR=3;EP=4;MP=3 BANK: 41 -1(GOBLIN, T25) = 40 

 

The first set of races is: 

1) Mt. Rushmost (61) - Goblins (31)  2) Dead Forest (54) - Good Magician (43) 

3) North Village (25) - Noname Key (66)  4) Centaurs (26) - Dragons (33) 
5) Centaur Isle (Sp5) - Com-pewters Cave (42) 6) Isthmus Village (11) - Vortex (56) 

7) Ogre-fen-Ogre (16) - Mundania (Sp2)      

Enter up to 4 races and build up to 10 points of track. 

 
 

Railway Rivals Xanth 2.0 (RR2390XA2) - Round 4   
 

BADPUN made it to Noname Key and almost to Centaur Isle, whilst STORK 
NAKED's team watched this line being built from the top of Mount 

Parnassus. 
 

STORK NAKED paid a sizeable fee to BADPUN to use the one-way bridge, 

much to the relief of the build crew as they neared The Gap.  
 

BIEN almost made it to the Isle of View and did reach Ogre-Fen-Ogre. 
 

A map showing the latest builds is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2390XA2.jpg 

All the previous questions are summarised in a FAQ at https://variablepig.org/xanthrr.html. Christian asked for 
some further explanation on how the bridges work - I have added this to the web page plus an image showing 

the 12 possible locations for the invisible bridge. 

Corrections: Bob spotted that BADPUN's 3a build started with (U15) --- Flies; but I had drawn it and scored it 

as (O15) --- Flies. I have corrected the in-game map. This change also meant an 8-point payment from BIEN to 

BADPUN for Flies-U15 (instead of 1). I also forgot to add BADPUN's gold coast booty to his total. 
 

BIEN 4a. [3] (Peace) -- L16 - L17 
Christian Bien 4b. [3] (Griffins) - R7 

Orange 4c. [2] (N5) - O5 - OGRE-FEN-OGRE 
 BANK: 51 +6 +1(STORK, O16) = 58 

 

STORK NAKED 4a. [3] (T26) --- MOUNT PARNASSUS 
Jim Reader 4b. [3] (O17) --- O14 

Green 4c. [2] (Y30) - Ivory Tower; (Y30) - Y31 
EP=1; MP=1 BANK: 52 +6 -10(BADPUN, O14-O16) -1(BIEN, O16) = 47 

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2390XA2.jpg
https://variablepig.org/xanthrr.html


Variable Pig – (Sushan)        51 
    

 

BADPUN 4a. [3] (Ivory Tower) - Z31 - Z32 - Y33 
Bob Gingell 4b. [3] (Y33) --- V34 

Black 4c. [2] (V34) - NONAME KEY; (Good Magician) - V17 [buy two Mystic Portals]. 
EP=2;MP=3;DR=1 BANK: 43 +2 +2 +6 -10(spells) +10(STORK, O14-O16) = 51 

 

Rolls for Round 5:  5a) 4   5b) 5   5c) 6 
 

 

Railway Rivals - Bolivia (RR2406BO) - Round 1  
 

A clean getaway as everyone makes a productive start with no penalties to 

calculate. GREEN and CHE arrive at Cochabamba at the same time so no payment 
is due either way. 

 
Bob mentioned that Trinidad wasn't as good a start as it might have been due to 

some late changes near Caranavi that made it easier for the La Paz player to go 

north. Perhaps the starts aren't as even as I have been claiming...? 
 

A map showing the latest builds is available at https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2406BO.jpg 
 

EVO 1a. [6] (La Paz) --- G22 - - I21 - I20 
Brad Martin 1b. [3] (I20) - I19 - - San Borja 

Blue 1c. [5] (I19) - - - Rurrenabaque; (G22) - F22 - El Alto 

 BANK: 20 +6 +6 +6 = 38 
 

MONOPOL 1a. [6] (Sucre) --- - S32 - T31 
Jim Reader 1b. [3] (T31) - - - W30 

Yellow 1c. [5] (V30) - - - - Camiri - V35 

 BANK: 20 +6 = 26 
 

GREEN 1a. [6] (Santa Cruz) - - Montero - - - - Yapacini 
Roger Trethewey 1b. [3] (Yapacini) - R22 - - P23 

Green 1c. [5] (P23) - - - M25 - Cochabamba;  (Santa Cruz) - W28 
 BANK: 20 +6 +6 +3 = 35 

  

CHE 1a. [6] (Trinidad) --- - - - M20 
Bob Gingell 1b. [3] (M20) - - M22 - L22 

Red 1c. [5] (L22) - L23 - M24 - - Cochabamba; (M25) - N25 
 BANK: 20 +3 = 23 

 

Rolls for Round 2:  2a) 4   2b) 4   2c) 5 
 

 

Spacefiller Codeword Answers 
 
Brendan Whyte, Roger Trethewey and John Walker reported they'd completed the puzzle and that it was 

enjoyable but a bit on the easy side. Roger and John didn't even take advantage of the shaded "Variable Pig". 

 

1 
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10 
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13 
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15 
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24 
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25 
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N 
 

https://variablepig.org/maps/rr/ingame/RR2406BO.jpg


Variable Pig – (Sushan)        52 
    

on-the-shelf 
vol. XVI, no. 48 29 March 2020                   

Brought to you by Tom Howell: off-the-shelf at olympus.net.  Welcome to on-the-shelf, volume XVI, number 48. 

I’ve got sign up lists and a game start announcement (brief as it is).  We could start the Love Letter 

with the three, but another would be appreciated. 

Game sign ups:  Breaking Away: Jim Reader, Richard Smith, Arthur Owen. 

 Love Letter: Jim Reader, John Walker, Richard Smith. 

Game start:  Where in the World is Kendo Nagasaki?  All players.  First round guesses due for next 

issue. 

Herein we have a cameo appearance of an old feature of my original ‘zine.  Use it in conjunction with 

thish’s In My Neighborhood.  But, first, a couple of continuing games: 

 

Round 9 Snakes and Ladders Just for Richard 

Everyone advances, some farther than one would expect from valid die rolls. 

+---------+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+-----+ 
|         | R1 | R2 | R3 | R4 | R5 | R6 | R7 | R8 | R9 | R10 | 
+---------+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+-----+ 
| Bob     | 36 |  3 | 29 | 33 | 39 | 59 | 64 | 67 | 81 |  88 | This space 
| Roger   |  3 |  5 |  6 | 10 | 16 | 51 | 75 | 70 | 75 |  81 | 
| Brendan |  1 |  6 | 29 | 32 | 36 | 59 | 43 | 48 | 51 |  75 | reserved 
| Judy    |  4 |  6 |  9 | 14 | 19 | 19 | 51 | 44 | 49 |  75 | 
| Richard |  3 |  7 | 29 | 34 | 40 | 59 | 63 | 64 | 67 |  73 | for future 
| John    | 36 | 39 | 45 | 50 | 51 | 48 | 51 | 55 | 56 |  62 | 
| Martin  |  5 | 11 | 12 | 16 | 18 | 51 | 55 | 44 | 45 |  51 | rounds. 
| Steve   |  5 |  6 | 10 | 16 | 19 | 51 | 56 | 44 | 29 |  33 | 
| Chris   |  3 |  4 |  9 | 11 | 15 | 51 | 22 | 10 | 16 |  19 | 
+---------+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+-----+ 
During turn 10, there were no trapdoors activated. 
 

Round 1   Machi Koro 鎌倆   ( Kamakura ) 

Round one sees little income.  Roger, nevertheless, gets a good start in the secondary industries. 

Round One: 

Player Turn Roll Results Builds 

Roger 1 6 No income Convenience Store 

Richard 1 5 No income Forest 

Steve 1 4 No income Corn Field 

Roger 2 4 Roger receives 3 coins from his Convenience 
Store; Steve receives 1 coin from his Corn Field. 

Café 

 

Status Table 

Player Coins Buildings Landmarks 

Roger Trethewey 2 Wheat Field, Bakery, Convenience Store, Café City Hall 

Richard Smith 0 Wheat Field, Bakery, Forest City Hall 

Steve Ham 2 Wheat Field, Bakery, Corn Field City Hall 

Player order for round two will be Richard, Steve, Roger, Richard.  Remember: if you get to your buy phase with no 

coins, your City Hall will give you one. 
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I will assume you are rolling a single die (d6) unless you have a Train Station AND tell me you want to roll two die. 

Otherwise, rules as per the game rulebook.  

The market re-stocking phase deals a fourth Café, a Forest to replace the one Richard bought, and a Food 

Warehouse. 

For round two, please tell me which establishment to purchase from the following market place: 

Market Place (numbers in parentheses are the quantity on offer), [numbers in brackets are the cost]: 

Café (3) [2] Bakery (1) [1] Sushi Bar (3) [4] Flower Shop (5) [1] Forest (1) [3] 

Flower Orchard (3) [2] Ranch (1) [1] Convenience Store (1) 
[2] 

Wheat Field (1) [1] Food Warehouse 
 (1) [2] 

 TV Station (2) [7]  Business Center (1) [8]  

Slightly amended card table ( “Livestock Farm” and “Ranch” are different names for the same card. ): 

No Type Exp* Cost Roll Name Description 

3 Landmark H 2 - Harbour You may add 2 to your dice roll of ten or more. 

3 Landmark B 4 - Train Station You may roll 2 dice 

3 Landmark B 10 - Shopping Mall +1 coin for bakery, cafe, conv. store, restaurant 

3 Landmark B 16 - Amusement Park Extra go if you roll a double 

3 Landmark B 22 - Radio Tower You may reroll your dice once per go 

3 Start Card H 0 - City Hall Before buying, if you have no coins, get 1 from the bank. 

6 Blue B 1 1 Wheat Field Receive 1 coin from the bank (anyone's roll) 

6 Red H 4 1 Sushi Bar If you have a harbor, receive 3 coins from any player who rolls a 1 

6 
Blue B 1 2 

Livestock Farm 
(Ranch) 

Receive 1 coin from the bank (anyone's roll) 

6 Green B 1 2-3 Bakery Receive 1 coin from the bank 

6 Red B 2 3 Café Receive 1 coin from any player who rolls a 3 

6 
Blue M 2 3-4 Corn Field 

If you have less than 2 constructed landmarks, get 1 coin from the 
bank 

6 Green B 2 4 Convenience Store Receive 3 coins from the bank 

6 Blue H 2 4 Flower Orchard Receive 1 coin from the bank (anyone's roll) 

6 Blue B 3 5 Forest Receive 1 coin from the bank (anyone's roll) 

6 
Red M 3 5 French Restaurant 

If the player who rolled this 5 has 2 or more constructed landmarks, 
receive 5 coins from the player who rolled the dice. 

6 Green H 1 6 Flower Shop Receive 1 coin from the bank for each flower orchard. 

3 Purple B 6 6 Stadium Receive 2 coins from each player 

3 Purple B 7 6 TV Station Receive 5 coins from the player of your choice 

3 Purple B 8 6 Business Complex You may exchange 1 card** with an opponent 

6 Red H 1 7 Pizza Joint Receive 1 coin from any player who rolls a 7 

6 Blue M 3 7 Vineyard Receive 3 coins from the bank (anyone's roll) 

6 Green B 5 7 Cheese Factory Receive 3 coins for each Livestock Farm 

6 Red H 1 8 Hamburger Stand Receive 1 coin from any player who rolls an 8. 

6 Blue H 2 8 Mackerel Boat If you own a Harbor, receive 3 coins from the bank (anyone's roll) 

6 Green B 3 8 Furniture Factory Receive 3 coins for each Forest or Mine 

3 Purple H 4 8-9 Tax Office Take half of the coins from each player with 10 or more coins. 

6 Green M 3 9 Winery Get 6 coins for each vineyard you own. Then renovate this building. 

6 Blue B 6 9 Mine Receive 5 coins from the bank (anyone's roll) 

6 Red B 3 9-10 Restaurant Receive 2 coins from any player who rolls a 9 or 10 

6 Blue B 3 10 Apple Orchard Receive 3 coins from the bank (anyone's roll) 

6 Green M 5 11 Soda Bottling Plant Get 1 coin from the Bank for every red card owned by all players. 

6 Green B 2 11-12 Produce Market Receive 2 coins for each Wheat Field or Apple Orchard 

6 Green H 2 12-13 Food Warehouse Receive 2 coins from the bank for each red card you own. 

6 
Blue H 5 12-14 Tuna Boat 

Rolling player rolls two more dice. Every player gets paid that many 
coins per Tuna Boat if they own a harbor. 

* Expansion codes: B=Basic, H=Harbour, M=Millionaire's Row    ** excludes Landmarks and Major 
Establishments 
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In My Neighborhood 
It has been rainy here in the Pacific Northwet.  Lots of rain and several windy days.  Although, not as 

strong winds as we’ve had in winters past.  It seems that most of the tree debris accumulated on the 

roads during the last snow which was accompanied by some wind. 

I’ve been kicking the biggest debris (branches, fir cones) off to the side of the road whilst out on my 

walks.  The concern on our private (unsealed) roads is that if the woody debris gets driven into the 

road surface, it absorbs water, making the road soft.  My lazy neighbors drive right on over anything 

that isn’t so big they can’t.  Out on the paved county road, with its wide shoulders, the concern is my 

own clumsy feet tripping on anything bigger than a fir needle. 

The county road crews must figure winter is over.  During periods when the road freezes or has snow 

on it, they are out spreading sand on the roads for traction.  Most of the sand ends up on the shoulders, 

thrown there by passing traffic.  In late winter or early spring, the road crew comes by with sweeping 

machines.  I think the idea is to try to collect some of the sand for re-use next year.  Much of it ends up 

thrown off the shoulders onto the verge.  Several days ago, I noticed that one side of East Beach Road 

had been swept.  The other side didn’t get swept until two days later.  Well,...  Maybe it was the next 

day; I think there was a day between when I didn’t go out in the downpour.  Usually, they go up one 

side, turn around, and go down the other. 

Speaking of roads, when I go to town, I usually turn left on East Beach Road to take Highway 101.  I 

could go right on East Beach Road and go through Joyce, but that takes about twice as long to get to 

Port Angeles.  A couple of years ago, shortly after the removal of the dams on the Elwha River, it was 

noticed that the foundations of the Highway 101 bridge over the Elwha were eroding.  The plan is to 

replace the bridge.  There has been preliminary work in the vicinity of the existing bridge, primarily 

surveying, but also preparations for re-routing the power lines that come out my way.  The latter 

having been done by the local Public Utility District (PUD).  Last summer, they dug a trench along the 

road edge starting about where the green line ends in the first picture and down across where the 

proposed parking lot will be.  The length along the road was quickly paved over, but the off road part 

was left open through the fall, and most of the winter, only getting covered a few weeks ago. 

Notice the sharpness of the turn at the east end of the existing bridge.  As soon as one passes the Hot 

Springs Road intersection, the Highway starts climbing.  There is a very steep hillside on the east side 

of the highway there.  One might even call it a cliff.  More than once I’ve seen evidence of some large 

vehicle having gone off the pavement and lain itself up on the foot of the cliff.  At least one of them 

must have been a logging truck.  Taking the corner too fast?  Easy enough to do there. 

Off the Reference Shelf 
CDs  
Spying on the South, by Tony Horwitz 

The Inn, by James Patterson and Candice Fox 

Seige: Trump Under Fire, by Michael Wolff 

Labyrinth, by Catherine Coulter 

Loot, by Aaron Elkins 

Heart of Darkness, by Joseph Conrad 

The I-5 Killer, by Ann Rule 

The Dog Who Came in From the Cold, by Alexander McCall Smith 

Sins of the Fathers, by J. A. Jance 

Land of Wolves, by Craig Johnson 

Shortest Way Home, by Pete Buttigieg 

Fleshmarket Alley, by Ian Rankin 

The Enemy of the People: A Dangerous Time to Tell the Truth in America, by Jim Acosta 

Depraved Heart, by Patricia Cornwell 

DVDs 

Unexpected Economics, by Timothy Taylor from the Great Courses  
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Off the Map 
This was where I gave you a map, and you were to tell me the territory it represented.  What with the 

Internet being what it is these days, I don’t think that will be very challenging.  Read IMN for my 

comments on these pics.  You could google for “Elwha River 101 bridge replacement” to see more. 
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Jim Reader is the editor. Richard Smith does the printing and distribution from the UK. Back issues of the zine 
and most game rules are avalable from the website https://www.variablepig.org. Variable Pig also has a Mailing 
List primarily for announcements. Send a blank email to variablepig-subscribe@yahoogroups.co.uk to join 
(posting address variablepig@yahoogroups.co.uk). This mailing list may be moving soon but for the time being 
the administrator (Richard) will have to approve joiners. 
 
 

PIG WAITING LISTS 
 
BROTHERHOOD – Richard Smith, Mike Townsend and John Walker. 3 more wanted (Polar Pig) 
FAIR MEANS OR FOUL – John Walker, Brendan Whyte, Brad Martin and Arthur Owen. 1 more wanted (Polar 
Pig) 
PUERTO RICO – Chris Hibbert, Kev Lee, Allan Stagg and John Walker. 1 more wanted (Polar Pig) 
GOLDEN STRIDER – Arthur Owen, Richard Smith, Steve Ham, Chris Hibbert, Allan Stagg and John Walker. 3 
more wanted (Polar Pig) 
MANEATER – John Marsden, Roger Trethewey, Kev Lee and Arthur Owen. 1 more wanted (Polar Pig) 
TEADANCE – Steve Ham, Arthur Owen. 1 more wanted (Polar Pig) 
ORIGINS OF WWI – Arthur Owen, Brendan Whyte, John Marsden. 4 more needed (on-the-shelf) 
1830 – Brad Martin and Natalie Amery. 2 - 4 more wanted (on-the-shelf) 
BREAKING AWAY – Jim Reader, Richard Smith and Arthur Owen. 3 more wanted (on-the-shelf) 
LOVE LETTER - Jim Reader, John Walker and Richard Smith. 1 more wanted (on-the-shelf) 
WHERE IN THE WORLD IS KENDO NAGASAKI? New all reader game starts inside (on-the-shelf) 
FRAGMENTS MOVIE MADNESS – anyone can join in (Loco) 
GREAT BRAIN ROBBERY – Bob Pitman, Bob Gingell. 2 - 4 more wanted (Loco) 
GOLDEN STRIDER TARNISHED VARIANT V2 – Arthur Owen, Jim Reader, Steve Ham, John Walker, Bob 
Gingell – gamestart inside (Loco) 
COSMIC CELEBRITY CRICKET – 4+ wanted (Loco) 
 
 

THE DEADLINE FOR VARIABLE PIG (BABIRUSA) is Wednesday 22nd April 2020 
 

 
 

The Babirusa (or deer-pigs) are a genus in the swine family found on the islands of Sulawesi, Togian, Sulu and Bura of 
Indonesia. Originally thought to be a single genus, there are several sub-species of the Babirusa, all notable for the large 
upper canines found in adult males. They are omnivorous. Males tend to be solitary but females are usually found in large 
family groups. They are an endangered species. 
 

Google translated from http://www.ygsite.cn/show.asp?id=67988 
 

 

https://www.variablepig.org/
http://www.ygsite.cn/show.asp?id=67988
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Hirscheber1a.jpg
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